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First and foremost, I would
like to send best wishes to the
ALER membership. We are
living in precarious and confusing times. I hope that everyone
is staying safe and healthy in
the midst of the current pandemic. I know that we all have
so much going on in our professional and personal lives and
there is so much uncertainty in
both.
As I’m sure you saw from our
emails to the membership and
our posts to social media, the
Executive Committee and the
Board of Directors made the
tough decision to cancel our
2020 conference in Santa Fe,
NM. This was a difficult and
calculated decision, one that
was informed by a survey of
the membership (which had an
unprecedented ~50% return
rate), lots of research into repercussions and options with
the venue, much research into
possible alternatives to an inperson conference, and careful
consideration of pros and cons
for all stakeholders. I am
amazed at the responsiveness
and thoughtfulness of the leadership team who acted with
not only speed but also great
care to do the investigative
work needed to make an informed decision.

While I am disappointed that
we will not gather in November to learn, share, think, grow,
celebrate, and socialize to support literacy teaching, learning,
and scholarship, I am confident that the path we designed
is responsive to our diverse
membership and fiscally responsible.
The other crisis facing our
nation is the continued oppression and murder of Black people fueled by racism and white
supremacy. The leadership of
ALER stands committed to an
anti-racist position and ardently strives to be an inclusive
organization that advances
social justice through and for
literacy.
While we are undoubtedly living in difficult times, ALER is
positioned to help address the
challenges we face today.
Schooling and higher education look different now, and
they will likely continue to look
different even after the pandemic is over. Collectively,
ALER has the knowledge and
expertise to inform and guide
equitable and socially just literacy teaching, learning, and
scholarship in these new times.
As Albert Einstein said, “In the
middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” Let’s embrace this
opportunity.

Changes to
the Board of
Directors
Due to the cancellation of the
2020 conference in Santa Fe,
NM, the ALER Executive
Committee decided that Seth
Parsons will remain as President, Tammy Francis as President-Elect, and Robin Johnson
as Vice President through 2021.
Dr. Francis will serve as the
Conference Program Chair for
the 2021 conference in Hilton
Head, SC and Dr. Johnson for
the 2022 conference in Denver,
CO.
Barbara McClanahan will serve
as Vice President-Elect before
becoming Vice President during
the conference in 2021 and will
serve as the Conference Program Chair for the 2023 conference that will be in Santa Fe,
NM. The new incoming Directors are Juan Araujo, Nick Husbye, Leslie La Croix and Allison
Parsons.
Executive Committee Statement:

https://
www.aleronline.org/
general/custom.asp?
page=Commitment

In memory of John Lewis: “You are a light. You are the light. Never let anyone—any person or
any force - dampen, dim or diminish your light...Release the need to hate, to harbor division,
and the enticement of revenge. Release all bitterness. Hold only love, only peace in your heart,
knowing that the battle of good to overcome evil is already won.”
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2020 ALER Conference Cancelled but Crucial
Tammy C. Francis, Ph.D.
Ashlee H. Horton, Ed.D.
This year started out with
much passion and promise for
what was to come. Then, after
about 2 months and the declaration of a global pandemic, it
came to a screeching halt. As
a result, we experienced some
major changes and shifts that
sent us into the virtual space
with little or no warning or
preparation. This time at
home has really highlighted
many of the inequities in education and the need for conversations around our proposed conference theme for
the 2020, Educate to Liberate.
Therefore, ALER Leadership
has been through a thorough
process of weighing the pros
and cons of cancelling this
year’s conference. For example, ALER Leadership has
even polled the membership

"We must
accept finite
disappointment
but never lose
infinite hope.”

to gather feedback on what
your wants and needs were
surrounding the conference.
In light of the global pandemic,
COVID-19, ALER Board of
Directors has decided to cancel
the 2020 Conference in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. Consequently, the ALER Leadership has
planned our next steps. ALER
Leadership will offer an online
symposium to be available
November 2020 via digital
presentations using YouTube.
Please note: these presentations will not be peer-reviewed.
Rather, we hope to provide an
avenue for scholars to share
their work given the need for
doctoral students and junior
faculty to disseminate their
work consistently. Additional
information is forthcoming.

ALER proposals submitted
to the 2020 conference will
remain in the submission
portal. The portal will reopen in early December
2020. At that time, you will
be able to: (a) submit a new
proposal; (b) remove your
previously submitted proposal; c) edit, amend, or
update a previously submitted proposal; or (d) allow
your previously submitted
proposal to be rolled on
for consideration for the
2021 conference. The portal will close again February
1, 2021 and all submissions
in the portal will undergo
peer review for ALER
2021 -- Hilton Head, SC at
that time. Please look for
more communication regarding this process in
November 2020.

In addition, Dr. Tammy
Francis will remain Conference Program Chair, the
theme will remain the same
for 2021, and the scheduled
speakers will also be joining
us in Hilton Head, SC for
ALER 2021.
Please look forward to more
correspondence this fall
with information about the
conference and the new
timeline. Thank you for
your patience as we keep
everyone’s health safety as
priority in making this deci-

Future Conference Sites

— Martin Luther

King, Jr.

Hilton Head, SC - Nov. 4-7, 2021

By Mayor Madden CC License

Denver, CO - Nov. 3-6, 2022
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Teacher Education and
Professional Learning Division
The Teacher Education and
Professional Learning
(TEPL) Division was formerly the Teacher Education
Division.

Jackie Ingram, Chair

Aimee Morewood,
Chair-Elect

Clinical Research
and Practice Division

If you have questions about
the TEPL Division, please
contact Jacqueline Ingram
(Chair) at
tepl.aler@gmail.com or
Aimee Morewood (Chairelect) at
aimee.morewood@mail.w
vu.edu.

Adult Learning Division
If you have any questions
about the Adult Learning Division, contact Dianna Sand,
Chair, at
dsand@holyfamily.edu.

For more information about the
Clinical Research
and Practice Division, please contact
Cindy Jones at
cindy.jones@usu.edu.

Dianna Sand, Chair
Cindy Jones, Chair

College Literacy Division
If you have any questions
about the College Literacy Division, please contact Debra
Coffey, Chair, at
dcoffey1@kennesaw.edu.

Debra Coffey,
Chair
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Call for ALER 2020 Research Awards
Greetings! The Research Committee co-chairs, Tracey Hodges and Leslie La Croix are
ready for another award season. We are looking forward to
receiving many applications for
three awards: two J. Estill Alexander Future Leader Awards
(one for an Outstanding Master’s Paper and one for an Outstanding Dissertation Paper)
and the ALER Literacy Teacher Education Research Grant.
Additionally, we want to encourage ALER members to
serve on the committee with us
this year as a reviewer. The
award winners and reviewers

will be recognized for their
contributions at the ALER
annual conference virtually this
year and then in person at the
2021 annual conference in
Hilton Head, SC.
If you have questions, need
more information, or wish to
be a reviewer for 2020, please
contact Tracey Hodges at
thodges@ua.edu or Leslie La
Croix at llacroix@gmu.edu.

for ALER’s awards for outstanding master’s papers and
your doctoral level students to
submit their dissertations for
ALER’s award for outstanding
dissertations papers. Go to this
link, https://
www.aleronline.org/page/
awards

Call for Applications

for details about the awards.
Award winners will receive a
commemorative plaque and
will be invited to present their
work in a special session at the
ALER conference.

Encourage your master’s level
students to submit their papers

The Research Committee also
reviews applications for the

ALER Literacy Teacher
Education Research Grant.
Please see https://
www.aleronline.org/page/
awards information about
this award opportunity.
Grant recipients will receive a commemorative
plaque and are encouraged
to present their work at the
following ALER annual
conference.
The next deadline to submit applications for these
opportunities is August 1,
2020 so mark your calendars!

Updates on ALER Publications
Congratulations!

Welcome to Dr. Evan
Ortlieb, who is joining
Literacy Research and Instruction as an editor after
Kelli Bippert stepped
down. Dr. Ortlieb is
Dean of the Zucker Family School of Education
at The Citadel. He is recognized as a leading literacy researcher and was
the 2017 recipient of the
ALER A.B. Herr Award.

The ALER Yearbook has
a new editorial team, with
three of the editors from
the previous team continuing. We’d like to announce the new team:

Dr. Juan Araujo,
Texas A&M University Commerce

Dr. Alexandra Babino,
Texas A&M University
Commerce

Dr. Nedra Cossa,
Georgia Southern
University

Dr. Kathyrn Dixon,
Texas A&M University
Commerce

Coming Soon! Call for new Literacy News editors in the fall. Start considering whether
you might be interested. This is a great way to serve ALER and get to know the organization!

