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As we enter a new year and 

begin a new semester, I am 

taking some time to reflect on 

ALER. In November we had 

what I thought was another 

wonderful conference. We 

heard from dynamic speakers 

who gave thought-provoking 

talks:                                  

Saadia Faruqi – My Story: Build-

ing Bridges across Cultures       

Matt de la Peña – The Reluctant 

Reader                                

Connie Briggs – Lessons Learned 

from Marie Clay: What is Possible? 

David Kirkland – Teaching Vul-

nerable Youth How to Read and 

Write: Lessons about Life, Literacy, 

and the Pursuit of Meaning 

 

Individual sessions were well-

attended and engaging. There 

were many opportunities for 

networking, professionally and 

personally. That is, there was 

time to discuss research, theo-

ry, policy, and practice, and 

there was also time to talk and 

laugh with old friends and to 

make new friends. This unity 

of intellectual engagement and 

friendly socialization is what 

makes ALER so special. I want 

to thank you, our members, for 

making ALER an inviting ven-

ue for scholarship and collegi-

ality. 

 

While I’m thanking people, I 

want to thank everyone who 

volunteers for the association. 

The processes and outcomes 

of ALER rely upon the hard 

work of its members. And we 

have so many people who do 

so much to make ALER the 

association that it is. Thank 

you. 

 

I love the progress that ALER 

has made over the last several 

years. The 2019 conference 

presented many changes, in-

cluding the separation of the 

Presidential Address from the 

Legislative Assembly, major 

addresses as standalone events, 

a book signing from the author 

keynote, and other changes. 

The Ten-Year Retrospective, a 

fabulous collection of recent 

association history, was pub-

lished. The Constitution and 

By-Laws were updated. The 

Sturtevant family created the 

Sturtevant Exemplary Article 

Award for an outstanding arti-

cle accepted for publication in 

the ALER Yearbook to recog-

nize Betty Sturtevant’s com-

mitment to and fondness for 

the association. Association 

leadership created the Promis-

ing Emerging Scholars (PRES) 

program to support doctoral 

students and early-career schol-

ars from traditionally under-

served backgrounds.  

 

And more progress is on the 

way. Past-President Connie 

Briggs initiated an update to 

the existing Divisions. The goal 

is to be more representative of 

who we are as an organization 

and more inviting to scholars 

who are unfamiliar with the 

association and its historical 

structure. In addition, the 

Board of Directors recom-

mended at the 2019 conference 

the creation of a team to write 

a White Paper for the associa-

tion, pushing back against ill-

informed and misguided infor-

mation that is appearing with 

increasing frequency in the 

popular media. This team of 

approximately a dozen mem-

bers is led by Connie Briggs 

and has begun its work. 

 

This reflection reveals to me 

that ALER is simultaneously 

honoring its rich history and 

advancing forward-thinking 

ideas—all while guided by re-

search, theory, social justice, 

collaboration, inclusivity, and 

the highest ethics. I look for-

ward to continuing this journey 

with you, my friends and col-

leagues, whom I am eager to 

see in Santa Fe, New Mexico in 

November 2020! President-

Elect Tammy Donaldson has a 

terrific conference in the 

works, so mark your calendars 

(November 5-8) and get started 

on your proposals (due date 

forthcoming) because you will 

not want to miss it!   
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This Clinical Research and Prac-
tice Division supports the ad-
vancement of the understanding 
of diverse learners and learning 
processes (including assistive 
technology) at the clinical, diag-
nostic, instructional, administra-
tive, and policy levels within the 
professional field of literacy. The 
Clinical Research and Practice 
Division is involved with Uni-
versity Reading Clinics and tu-
toring programs.   
 
The 2019 Clinical Research and 
Practice Division spotlighted Dr. 
Debra Coffey as this is her sec-
ond and culminating year as 

Division Chair.  In her Key-
note Address, Debra pre-
sented ideas about Building 
Bridges through Personalized 
Learning Opportunities.  This 
engaging keynote was fol-
lowed by Roundtable 
presentations from Division 
members.   
 
Division elections were held 
for the role of secretary.  
Our new secretary is Dr. 
Melanie Keel (Wingate Uni-
versity) who was elected for 
a two-year term.  Chair-
Elect is Julie Francis (Ohio 
University).  Chair is Dr. 

Clinical Research and Practice Division 

in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  
Please consider submitting a 
proposal before the due date 
that is forthcoming.   
 
We are looking forward to 
seeing you in Sante Fe!   
 
If you have any questions 
about the Adult Learning Divi-
sion, contact Dianna Sand, 
Chair, at 

dsand@holyfamily.edu. 

Adult Learning Division  

The Adult Learning Division 
(ALD) held its annual meeting 
on Saturday, November 9, 
2019, in Corpus Christi, Texas.  
We had a small but dedicated 
turnout and one presentation.  
During the business portion of 
the meeting, attending mem-
bers discussed the possible 

merger of the ALD with the 
College Literacy Division.   
 
Thanks to everyone who con-
tributed and helped to make 
our 2019 ALER ALD meeting 
successful. 
 
The Adult Learning Division is 
now accepting proposals for 
our November 2020 meeting 

"Writing and 

reading 

decrease our 

sense of 

isolation. 

They deepen 

and widen 

and expand 

our sense of 

life: they 

feed the 

soul.” 
 

  — Anne Lamott 
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Dianna Sand, Chair 

The ALER Clinical Research 
and Practice Division invites 
proposals for Roundtable 
presentations for the 2020 
Division Meeting.  Proposals 
should address the theme of “I 
recommend: Promoting quality 
in clinical practice.”  
Roundtable presentations will 
be for 15-minutes and repeated 
to allow for additional partici-
pants.  Doctoral students, first-
time presenters, and new and 
continuing ALER members are 
encouraged to participate. 
 
For more information about 
the Clinical Research and Prac-
tice Division, please contact 
Cindy Jones at                    
cindy.jones@usu.edu. 

Cindy Jones, Chair 

“The more that you READ, 

the more THINGS you will 

KNOW. The MORE you 

LEARN, the more PLACES  

you’ll GO!” 

                                Dr. Seuss 

By Mayor Madden CC License 
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Teacher Education and Professional Learning Division 

College Literacy Division 

The Teacher Education and 
Professional Learning (TEPL) 
Division, formally the Teacher 
Education Division, had a busy 
fall meeting!  The annual meet-
ing took place on Friday, No-
vember 9, 2019 at 3:35pm and 
had 34 members in attendance.  
Patricia Durham, 2019 Chair, 
welcomed members and con-
ducted a short business meet-
ing.  Minutes from the 2018 
meeting were approved and 
two of the three members run-
ning for the Chair-elect posi-
tion were given the floor to 
provide a short presentation on 
their vision for the division, 
while the third candidate’s 

presentation was read by Patri-
cia Durham in her absence.  
After presentations, a vote was 
cast and calculated.  Aimee 
Morewood, Associate Profes-
sor at West Virginia University, 
was voted into the Chair-Elect 
position for the TEPL Divi-
sion. 

In addition to the Chair-Elect 
presentations and vote, the 
members reviewed the pro-
posed division name change 
and description statement.  
Members provided feedback 
on the proposed descriptors, 
and all suggestions were given 
to the ALER President for 
review. 

Chair: Debra Coffey                                                                                                                                                                                     

Chair-Elect: Rebecca Putnam                                                                                                                                

Secretary: Melanie Keel                                                                                                                                                   

Idea Exchange Co-Chairs: Vic-

ki Collet and Wally Thompson                                                                                    

Eva Ogens, our guest speaker, 

shared insightful ideas for us-

ing children’s literature to en-

hance math and science in-

struction. Our delightful 

roundtable sessions ranged 

from promoting preservice 

teachers’ use of before-reading 

strategies to question asking, 

teaching inference types, work-

place literacy, and digital sto-

ries. Our session concluded                            

with a discussion of plans and 

goals for our divisions and 

insights for future sessions.  

We hope you will join us in 
Santa Fe for some great 
roundtable sessions. We will 
feature ideas for maximizing 
learning and enhancing your 
teaching repertoire. We look 
forward to collaborating with 
you.  
 
If you have any questions 
about the College Literacy Di-
vision, please contact Debra 
Coffey, Chair, at 
dcoffey1@kennesaw.edu. 
  

Hello ALER! 

We look forward to seeing you 

in Santa Fe, New Mexico! We 

are planning an exciting pro-

gram that includes a guest 

speaker and roundtable presen-

tations that will give you practi-

cal ideas for effective literacy 

instruction.  

Dianna Sand opened our ses-

sion in Corpus Christi with a 

business meeting, and we ap-

preciate her excellent leader-

ship. Ellen Kaiden, our talent-

ed Election Committee Chair, 

led the electoral process and 

announced our new officers: 
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Debra Coffey, 

Chair  

Jackie Ingram, Chair 

Members of TEPL engaged 
in meaningful conversations 
during 10 roundtable presen-
tations.  Each roundtable 
had two presenters who were 
each given 20 minutes to 
share their research. Follow-
ing presentations, an open 
table discussion ensued. The 
themes of the roundtables 
included: “Innovation with 
Literature and Literature 
Structure;” “Innovation 
Through Formative Assess-
ments;” “Innovation in Tu-
toring and Coaching;” 
“Innovation with Teacher 
Preparation Programs;” and 
“Innovation with Pre-service  

 

Teachers.”  Proposals for 
TEPL Division roundtables 
will be opening soon, so 
please watch your email for 
the announcement.  

TEPL is also pleased to an-
nounce that the digital reposi-
tory is now up and running!  
The repository is intended as 
a place where the members of 
TEPL can post and share 
their literacy research related 
to teacher education and/or 
professional learning in order 
to strengthen research con-
nections among our member-
ship. Throughout the upcom-
ing year, we will be reaching 
out to those who expressed 
interest in helping to organize 
themes and maintain the re-
pository.  Members should 
watch for emails from 
tepl.aler@gmail.com for 
more information and the link 
to the repository.  

If you have questions about 
the TEPL Division, please 
contact Jacqueline Ingram 
(Chair) at 
tepl.aler@gmail.com or 
Aimee Morewood (Chair-
elect) at 
aimee.morewood@mail.wv
u.edu. 

Aimee Morewood, 

Chair-Elect 

mailto:dcoffey1@kennesaw.edu


Meet the New LRI Editorial Team! 

 

Award Winners for 2019 

On November 9, 2019 at the 
Awards and President’s Ad-
dress session, ALER awards 
were presented.  The A.B. Herr 
Award is presented for distin-
guished service in reading and 
Dr. Marino C. Alvarez received 
the award for 2019.  The Al-
bert J. Mazurkiewicz ALER 
Special Services Award recog-
nizes an ALER member for 
special service and/or signifi-
cant contributions to ALER. 
Dr. Barbara J. McClanahan, 
outgoing Historian and co-
editor of the ALER Ten-Year 
Retrospective, was the 2019 recip-
ient.   

The ALER Laureate Award 

recognizes a long-term ALER 

member who influences other 

reading professionals and has 

research, publications, and 

presentations that involve col-

laboration. The 2019 recipient 

was Dr. Rita M. Bean.  

The Jerry Johns Promising 

Researcher Award honors and 

supports research by a junior 

ALER member whose work is 

beyond the dissertation phase. 

The 2019 recipient was Dr.  

Rachelle S. Savitz. Dr. Roya Q. 

Scales and Dr. Kelly N. Tracy  

were the recipients of the 2019 

ALER Literacy Teacher Edu-

cation Research Grant, award-

ed for promising research that 

addresses significant questions 

in literacy.  

Dr. Kristal Elaine Vallie  was 

the winner of the 2019 Disser-

tation Award and Kate C. 

Sheridan was the recipient of 

the 2019 Master’s Award.  

A new ALER award, Betty G. 

Sturtevant Exemplary Article 

Award, began in 2019 to honor 

long-time ALER member, Dr. 

Betty Sturtevant for the exem-

plary ALER Yearbook article.  

The author team of Sarah, 

Vander Zanden, Beth 

Buchholtz, Nicholas E.  

Husbye, Julie Rust, and 

Christy Wessel Powell re-

ceived the inaugural award 

for their article entitled, 

“Failure is an Option: Mak-

ing Room for Mistakes in 

Literacy Teacher Educa-

tion.” 

Congratulations to all the 

2019 ALER award recipi-

ents!  

Our first issue of Literacy 

Research and Instruction is 

published. It was an in-

credible effort supported 

by so many individuals, 

including the outgoing 

editors, the publications 

committee, our managing 

editor, and the 154 re-

viewers that spent time 

giving great feedback to 

our authors. We are 

thrilled to serve ALER in 

this role, extending 59 

years of literacy research 

for the next three years. 

Volume 59, issue 1 has a 

variety of research span-

ning from kindergarten 

to teacher education. We 

hope you enjoy it. 

Our acceptance rate thus 

far is 18.5% and our av-

erage time to first deci-

sion is about two 

months. We currently 

have 33 manuscripts in 

various stages of the re-

view process. Since the 

new year, 26 articles have 

been submitted. 

                                  

We’d also like to briefly 

introduce ourselves:     

Kelli Bippert is an assis-

tant professor at Texas 

A&M University - Corpus 

Christi.  She earned her 

Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary 

Learning & Teaching from 

the University of Texas at 

San Antonio with a con-

centration in literacy edu-

cation in 2016. Dr. Bippert 

previously taught middle 

grades reading and writing, 

as well as serving as her 

campus’ reading interven-

tionist. 

Patricia Durham is an 

associate professor and 

coordinator for the read-

ing Masters degree pro-

gram at Sam Houston 

State University. She ob-

tained her PhD in Literacy 

from Texas A&M Univer-

sity-Corpus Christi. Previ-

ously, she taught elemen-

tary school and served as a 

reading specialist.  

Bethanie Pletcher is an 

associate professor at 

Texas A&M University - 

Corpus Christi. She ob-

tained her EdD in Read-

ing, Language Arts, and 

Literature from the Uni-

versity of Houston in 

2013. Previous to her 

current position, Dr. 

Pletcher served as a 

Reading Recovery teach-

er, reading specialist, liter-

acy coach, and classroom 

teacher.  

Chase Young is an associ-

ate professor and director 

of the literacy doctoral 

program at Sam Houston 

State University. He ob-

tained his PhD in Read-

ing from the University 

of North Texas in 2012. 

Previously, he taught 

elementary school and 

also served as a literacy 

coach.  
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Highlights from 2019 Conference in Corpus Christi 

Thank you to the outgoing LRI editors! Connie 

Briggs with Paola Pilonieta and Adrianna Medina. 

Matt de la Peña at his book signing with his 

award-winning book, Last Stop on Market Street. 

Keynote speaker, Saadia Faruqi, 

author of the Meet Yasmin! Series. 

Tami Craft Al-Hazza presenting 

Jerry Johns Promising Researcher 

Award to Dr.  Rachelle S. Savitz. 

Dr. Barbara J. McClanahan re-

ceived the Albert J. Mazurkiewicz 

ALER Special Services Award.  

Dr. Marino C. Alvarez was the re-

cipient of the A.B. Herr Award.  

President Connie Briggs giving her 

Presidential Address. 

David Kirkland was the final keynote 

speaker of the conference. Great end-

ing to a wonderful conference! 


