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LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH’S ROLE
Protecting local public health is essential to supporting Ontario’s economy. A healthy 
population is more productive, reduces health-care costs, and drives long-term 
prosperity. Through community-based strategies and strong partnerships, local public 
health improves health outcomes, increases efficiency, and strengthens local 
economies across Ontario. The positive impact of local public health in Ontario is 
illustrated in the examples below.

PREVENTING DISEASE: 
IMMUNIZATION

PROTECTING THE POPULATION:
OUTBREAK PREVENTION & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Immunization keeps children healthy and parents 
in the workforce — while reducing costly hospital 
care.

 25% fewer hospitalizations among children aged
0–4 during the 2024–25 RSV season after
expanded infant immunization

 186,000+ Hepatitis B doses and 233,000+ HPV
doses delivered to students in 2024

 Childhood immunization reduces ER visits,
hospital stays, and long-term health costs

Public health detects and contains outbreaks early, protecting workplaces, care 
settings, and essential services. 

 5,000+ respiratory outbreak responses in congregate settings (2024–25)
 1,800+ follow-ups by public health units in response to Infection Prevention and

Control complaints in 2024
 Emergency response support for First Nations communities during floods and

wildfires in 2025

OUR ASK:

We are asking provincial 
and municipal decision 
makers to sustain and 
strengthen funding for 
Ontario’s local public 
health system so that 
communities stay 
healthy, services 
remain stable, and the 
economy stays strong.

www.alphaweb.org
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PROMOTING HEALTH AND WELL-BEING: CHRONIC DISEASE 
PREVENTION

PROTECTING THE 
POPULATION: 
INSPECTIONS

Preventive public health programs reduce chronic disease and long-term health-
care costs. 

 556,000+ students screened for dental needs in 2024
 526,000+ children and youth supported through Healthy Smiles Ontario as of 

March 2025
 109,700+ seniors enrolled in the Ontario Seniors Dental Care Program as of 

March 2025
 99,450+ postpartum Healthy Babies Healthy Children screens completed April 

2024-March 2025

Investigations stop health threats 
before they spread, protecting 
communities and the health system.

 14,000+ food safety
investigations in 2024

 106,000+ disease notifications
managed in 2024

 28,000+ rabies exposures
investigations in 2024

PROTECTING THE 
POPULATION: 
INVESTIGATIONS

Public health inspections prevent 
illness by enforcing safety 
standards in everyday settings. 

 42,000+ food premises inspected
in 2024

 6,800+ pools and spas inspected in
2024

 8,600+ personal service settings
inspected in 2024

The Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) 
Convening the Leadership of Local Public Health Agencies 




