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Key Highlights
• Record response to the 2026 alPHa AGM & Conference: the event is now sold out.
• This year’s program reflects key issues for local public health, including leadership, funding, and 

Ontario’s changing policy environment.
• We continue to await further updates from the Ministry regarding the public health funding review and 

the finalized 2026 Ontario Public Health Standards.
• Building our sector’s ability to demonstrate measurable impact and value remains an important priority.
• As this is my final Chair’s update, I want to extend my sincere thanks to the membership and all those 

supporting local public health across Ontario.
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Looking Ahead to Our June Conference
I am delighted by the exceptional response to this year’s alPHa AGM & Conference. We have reached the 
highest number of registrants in alPHa conference history, and the conference is now sold out.

This strong response reflects the value members place on gathering in person to learn, connect, and discuss 
the issues shaping the future of local public health in Ontario.

A Timely Opportunity for Sector Dialogue
This year’s conference theme, Strengthening Public Health Leadership in a Changing Landscape, is 
especially timely. Taken together, the program reflects both the breadth of issues facing local public health 
and the importance of strong leadership across our sector.

We continue to await further updates from the Ministry regarding the public health funding review and the 
finalized 2026 Ontario Public Health Standards.
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The conference therefore comes at an important time. I know members will welcome the opportunity to 
hear directly from Dr. Moore on current priorities and key provincial issues affecting local public health 
agencies.

Continuing to Strengthen Our Sector
As a sector, we must continue building our ability to demonstrate impact clearly and credibly. Public health 
improves health outcomes, but it also contributes to stronger, more resilient communities and supports 
economic stability.

In a period of fiscal pressure and uncertainty, our ability to show evidence, outcomes, avoided costs, and 
practical value will continue to matter.

A Final Thank You
As this will be my final newsletter article as Chair of the Board of Directors, I want to close with heartfelt 
thanks.

Thank you to staff across local public health agencies, to leadership teams, Boards of Health, Associate and 
Medical Officers of Health, and all those working every day to protect and improve health in communities 
across Ontario. Your work strengthens not only population health, but also the resilience of our 
communities.

I also want to express my sincere gratitude to alPHa Staff, and to my colleagues on the Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors, who have generously volunteered their time and expertise to advance 
the goals of our sector. It has been a privilege to work alongside such dedicated leaders.

Serving as Chair has been a true honour. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to alPHa’s work and 
to support such an important sector.

Dr.  Hsiu-Li Wang
Chair, alPHa Board of Directors
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The 2026 alPHa Annual General Meeting and 
Conference is sold out

We’re incredibly grateful for the strong interest in this year’s alPHa Conference and AGM. Thanks to our 
engaged and enthusiastic members, the event has officially sold out!
 
Your ongoing support and interest mean a great deal to us, and we’re already looking at ways to expand 
access in the future.

If you are registered to attend the conference, be sure to check out the conference page for additional 
information and regular updates. Please note, due to Premier Doug Ford's schedule, the schedule has 
been slightly revised. Here is an overview of the timeline for events and their locations:   

• June 8: Mobile Workshop: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. EDT - Please note, only those registered for the mobile 
workshop may partake. The meeting point is the lobby of the Radisson Blu. 

• Opening Reception: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. EDT 
• June 9: AGM & Conference: 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EDT 
• June 10: BOH Section Meeting: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. EDT
• June 10:  COMOH Section Meeting: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. EDT 
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Thank you 
2026 alPHa AGM and Conference sponsors!

alPHa would like to thank Northwestern Health Unit for co-hosting the 2026 AGM and Conference. We are 
pleased to announce there is already strong interest from previous sponsors. Additional sponsors are 
welcome. Our current sponsors include:  
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There will also be various opportunities to win prizes, including a door prize, from GenWell for a 
complimentary online webinar for a local public health unit. 
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Attention COMOH Section Members: 50th 
Anniversary of PHPMR in Canada!

The Public Health and Preventive Medicine Residency Program at the University of Toronto is celebrating 
50 years of Public Health and Preventive Medicine in Canada. In collaboration with Public Health 
Physicians of Canada (PHPC) and the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), the University 
of Toronto will host a virtual series of inspiring and educational events on the themes of Hope (Thurs. 
May 21, 2–4 p.m.), Health (Thurs. May 28, 2–4 p.m.), and Happiness (Thurs. June 4, 2–4 p.m.). Further 
information, including how to submit presentations, can be found here.

In addition, on Wednesday, June 10, from 5–9 p.m. in Toronto, there will be an in-person graduation and 
celebration. Join colleagues, alumni, and partners for an evening of reflection, connection, and 
inspiration, featuring the program graduation, opportunities to reconnect, and a provocative panel 
discussion. Stay tuned for details.

Please note: this event will take place following the conclusion of the alPHa Annual General Meeting and 
Conference, which will be held at the Radisson Blu Toronto Downtown from June 8–10. If you require 
accommodations, alPHa is pleased to advise that the room block has been extended to include the night 
of June 10.
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 2026 alPHa Workplace Health and Wellness Month

This year’s alPHa Workplace Health and Wellness Month is already off to a great start, with not only the 
lunch and learn session with GenWell, but with strong support from you, including Renfrew County and 
District Health Unit! They have shared the first two weeks of their activities with the alPHa Membership 
(below). We want to thank them for their active participation! 
 
We can’t wait to see what you do for your mental, physical, and social well-being this May. And, in order to 
get ideas, head to the alPHa Workplace Health and Wellness landing page to view our infographics! 
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 GenWell Lunch and Learn Session - Recap

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the GenWell Lunch-and-Learn session to kick off alPHa’s 
Workplace Health and Wellness Month on May 1.

For those who attended, and those who were unable to join, we are pleased to share the presentation 
slides. This engaging session highlighted the critical role of social health in our workplaces and 
communities. As discussed during the webinar, social connection is a powerful (and often overlooked) 
driver of well-being, resilience, and organizational success.

A few key takeaways from the session:
• Social health is as important as physical and mental health, yet many people are unaware of its impact
• Disconnection and loneliness continue to affect a significant portion of Canadians, with real implications 
for health and well-being
• Even small, intentional actions, such as connecting with colleagues, neighbours, and community 
members, can have a meaningful impact
• More connected workplaces can improve employee well-being, engagement, and productivity

We are also pleased to share that GenWell’s Founder, Pete Bombaci, will be joining us at the Opening 
Reception on June 8. Pete will be facilitating opportunities to connect and reconnect with colleagues and 
special guests, bringing the principles of social connection to life in a meaningful and engaging way.

As we move through Workplace Health and Wellness Month, we encourage you to reflect on how you, your 
teams, and your organizations can foster stronger connections, both within the workplace and in the 
communities you serve.
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Toronto Public Health: Public Health Impacts of 
Climate Change in Toronto dashboard

Toronto Public Health’s Epidemiology and Data Analytics Unit has developed its inaugural Public Health 
Impacts of Climate Change in Toronto dashboard. It was developed in response to a Board of Health 
recommendation to develop a dedicated surveillance framework for systematic and routine monitoring of 
climate change-related health impacts in Toronto. This is the resulting work from a consultation with 
several other Health Units attended, in response to a call for interest to provide feedback on the proposed 
framework, back in April 2025. To view the dashboard, click here. 
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Public Health Matters: Une économie robuste qui 
bénéficie du soutien de communautés en santé

alPHa is pleased to announce the French language version of the latest Public Health Matters infographic, 
Une économie robuste qui bénéficie du soutien de communautés en santé, is now available.  This is the fifth 
in the series and focuses on the connection between healthy communities and a strong economy. The 
infographics are designed to help decision-makers understand the role, value, and impact of local public 
health in a clear and accessible way. These materials are intended to support conversations with 
municipal and provincial decision-makers and alPHa Members are encouraged to use these resources. 
To read the French language version here and the English language version here. 
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Ontario Association of Public Health Nursing 
Leaders (OPHNL) update

The Ontario Association for Public Health Nursing Leaders (OPHNL) continues to advance the priorities of 
the 2024-2027 Ontario Association for Public Health Nursing Leaders Strategic Plan. On April 16, 2026, 
OPHNL hosted a spring workshop where Dr. Moore provided an update on the current landscape of public 
health. Guest speakers from Wellington Dufferin Guelph and Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit discussed 
the evolving role of Artificial Intelligence within local public health agencies (see photo below). On May 11, 
2026, OPHNL will host a virtual nursing week event for all  nurses in public health. The first of its kind! Dr. 
Velji will provide an update on emerging nursing issues across the health system and Claire Betker from the 
National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health will discuss the Core Competencies for Public 
Health in Canada and its application for nurses in Public Health.
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Health Promotion Ontario (HPO) update

HPO met in person in Toronto on April 28, 2026 to conduct strategic planning.  At the meeting, we confirmed 
our goals to represent the voice of health promotion in Ontario, offer professional development and 
learning opportunities, and engage members. 

We developed strategies and actions to be phased over the next few years, including a renewed focus on 
supporting students and new professionals.  

This work sets a foundation to guide priorities, strengthen connections and improve communication across 
the province.  A strategic plan infographic will be shared when it is complete.
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 Ontario Dietitians in Public Health (ODPH) update

ODPH made a submission to the Ontario Budget Consultation 2026 calling for social assistance rates and 
nutritional allowances to better reflect actual costs of living, and for Ontario Works rates to be indexed to 
inflation.  These recommendations align with ODPH's priority to reduce household food insecurity.  

 ODPH also contributed to the proposed amendments to Ontario Food Premises Regulation (O. Reg.493), 
emphasizing the importance of policy options that support Indigenous engagement and access to 
traditional foods while maintaining food safety standards. Traditional foods are essential to cultural 
identity, community connection, and intergenerational knowledge sharing.
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alPHa Correspondence
Through policy analysis, collaboration, and advocacy, alPHa’s Members and staff act to promote public 
health policies that form a strong foundation for the improvement of health promotion and protection, 
disease prevention, and surveillance services in all of Ontario’s communities. A complete online library 
of submissions is available here. These documents are publicly available and can be shared widely.

• alPHa Letter - Chief Public Health Officer - Apr. 1, 2026
• alPHa Letter - CMOH Reappointment- Mar. 27, 2026
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Board of Health Shared Resources
A resource page is available on alPHa's website for Board of Health members to facilitate the sharing of 
and access to information, orientation materials, best practices, case studies, by-laws, Resolutions, and 
other resources. In particular, alPHa is seeking resources to share regarding the province’s 
Strengthening Public Health Initiative, including but not limited to, voluntary mergers and the need for 
long-term funding for local public health. If you have a best practice, by-law or any other resource that 
you would like to make available via the newsletter and/or the website, please send a file or a link with 
a brief description to gordon@alphaweb.org and for posting in the appropriate library.

Resources available on the alPHa website include:

• Orientation Manual for Boards of Health 
(Revised Jan. 2024)

• Review of Board of Health Liability, 2018, 
(PowerPoint presentation, Feb. 24, 2023)

• Legal Matters: Updates for Boards of Health 
(Video, June 8, 2021)

• Obligations of a Board of Health under the 
Municipal Act, 2001 (Revised 2021)

• Governance Toolkit (Revised 2022)
• Risk Management for Health Units
• Healthy Rural Communities Toolkit
• The Canadian Centre on Substance Use and 

Addiction
• The Ontario Public Health Standards

• Public Appointee Role and Governance 
Overview (for Provincial Appointees to BOH)

• Ontario Boards of Health by Region
• List of Units sorted by Municipality
• List of Municipalities sorted by Health Unit
• Map: Boards of Health Types NCCHP Report: 

Profile of Ontario's Public Health System 
(2021)

• The Municipal Role of Public Health (2022 U 
of T Report)

• Boards of Health and Ontario Not-For-Profit 
Corporations Act

• Core Competencies for Public Health in 
Canada

• BOH Training Courses
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Hantavirus
PHO is supporting Ontario’s response to the evolving situation involving hantavirus (Andes virus) by 
providing guidance for public health management, infection prevention and control (IPAC), and 
testing, as well as scientific and technical expertise.

New resources and updates are available:
• Infection Prevention and Control Precautions for Hantavirus (Andes Virus)

IPAC guidance for healthcare providers and public health units caring for patients with suspected or 
confirmed Andes virus infection.  

A resource providing public health guidance on the identification, assessment and management of 
suspected, probable and confirmed Andes virus cases, as well as their contacts.  

• Hantaviruses – Serology and PCR

Updated laboratory testing information to include specific details for Andes virus.

 For more information, visit PHO’s Hantaviruses webpage.

Vector-Borne Diseases
Updated – Ontario Vector-Borne Disease Tool

PHO has updated the Vector-Borne Disease Tool for the 2026 season. This resource provides 
comprehensive surveillance data on vector-borne diseases (VBDs) in Ontario and allows users to 
explore trends in human cases for anaplasmosis, babesiosis, Lyme disease, Powassan virus 
infection, and West Nile virus illness, as well as surveillance data for mosquitoes and ticks, and 
blacklegged tick established risk areas. Updates to the tool include:

• New Ticks Tab 
o A new tab showing passive tick submissions from health care providers and the public, 
represented by Aggregate Dissemination Area census boundaries, using data from PHO’s Laboratory 
Information Management System (LIMS) and supplemented with eTick data.
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• 2026 Blacklegged Tick Risk Area Map 
o Reflecting newly identified or expanded tick risk areas based on 2025 data

• 2025 Season Updates 
o Updated with new data released since the last surveillance season, including finalized 2025 human 
case and vector data

• New 2026 Data and In-Season Reporting
o New 2026 layers to support weekly updates as data become available during the upcoming season 

Ontario Blacklegged Tick Established Risk Areas
In 2026, eight new risk areas were identified across five different public health units: Eastern Ontario 
Health Unit (2) and Renfrew County and District Health Unit (2), Hamilton Public Health (1), 
Lakelands Public Health (1), Middlesex-London Health Unit (1), and Southwestern Public Health (1).

Explore the tool to learn more about this season’s updates.

Ticks of Ontario
Our new Synthesis brings together the current knowledge of the province’s ticks and provides an 
account of each tick’s population status, hosts and public veterinary health significance. The 
scientific literature on the ticks of Ontario, while relatively strong, is scattered and not available as a 
single resource. The purpose of this document is to bring together the literature and surveillance 
information on the ticks of Ontario.

Refreshed Interactive Data Tools
Infectious Disease Trends in Ontario Interactive Tool

InfoBreak Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) May-Jun. 2026

https://www.alphaweb.org/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Commonly-Used-Products/VBD-Tool
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Infectious-Disease/Reportable-Disease-Trends-Annually
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/T/2023/tick-species-ontario-lyme.pdf?rev=8b60f332b2cd4857a55ddc5297773c8d&sc_lang=en&hash=18D6C8FBA34527ED09CB70005FA942FF


This update is a tool to keep alPHa's Members apprised of the latest news in public health including provincial 
announcements, legislation, alPHa activities, correspondence, and events. Visit us at alphaweb.org.

Recently Published Resources
Infection Prevention and Control Checklist for Animal Presence in Health Care Settings
Children and Youth Concussion Incidence in Ontario 
Ontario Respiratory Virus Tool
SARS-CoV-2 Genomic Surveillance in Ontario
Nipah Virus Infection
Mumps in Ontario
Varicella in Ontario
Measles in Ontario

Upcoming Events
May 28: TOPHC 2026 Regional Convention
June 2: PHO & FFIGS Presents: A Tough Nut to Crack: Challenges in Outbreak Investigation of 
Low-Moisture Food
June 3: PHO Rounds: Linking Public Health Funding to Population Health and Health Equity during 
a Pandemic: Evidence on COVID-19 outcomes and vaccination from the OPHID study
June 10: PHO Webinar: Gambling, Gaming, and Youth Mental Health

Recent Presentations
• Assessing Quality Improvement Maturity Across PHUs
• Guiding Families Through Early Allergen Introduction
• PHO Rounds: Model of Care to Address the Impact of HIV on African, Caribbean & Black (ACB) 
Communities
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Event-Presentations/26/03/care-address-hiv-african-carib-black-communities.pdf?rev=329ec377d5c44fa0b987d2d9cc2de305&sc_lang=en&hash=32182B76C8A32FBCF2E6E33E9EA9CAF4
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Event-Presentations/26/04/guiding-families-early-allergen-introduction.pdf?rev=1e39bcce04fd4899b00ddc9d9a8a3a28&sc_lang=en&hash=5F21DBD840E0929B3B1CF7520B4D430D
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Event-Presentations/26/05/assessing-quality-improvement-maturity-ontario-phus.pdf?rev=7153dd71b4a94cdeac55dbeb1309873e&sc_lang=en&hash=1B7E18A775A152B06223DC5C321A0E9E
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Education-and-Events/Events-and-Presentations/2026/06/Gambling-Gaming-Youth-Mental-Health
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Education-and-Events/Events-and-Presentations/2026/06/Public-Health-Funding-COVID-19-Outcomes-Ontario
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Education-and-Events/Events-and-Presentations/2026/06/Outbreak-Investigation-Low-Moisture-Food
https://www.tophc.ca/regional-registration
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/24/measles-ontario-epi-summary.pdf?rev=89a44322ce2045d1bac9359d82b41cad&sc_lang=en&hash=9BB478C5EF74B3F67E236260E819BC42
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/V/26/varicella-ontario.pdf?rev=3b48897f63824108986654e1b44ff354&sc_lang=en&hash=2BE89A37911BA05C45CC4C53057DC31C
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/26/mumps-ontario.pdf?rev=7a2da07475ec4031883b52cd96c32e33&sc_lang=en&hash=2F2C8C71C50BACFE7301AE93578CA0F8
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/N/26/nipah-virus-infection-focus-on.pdf?rev=fef0a94f7dce41c39220da059df53c40&sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/covid-19-sars-cov2-whole-genome-sequencing-epi-summary.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=71AC2F6CBE4F94EE0475F11CDA1CEE89
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Infectious-Disease/Respiratory-Virus-Tool
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealthontario.ca%2F-%2Fmedia%2FDocuments%2FC%2F26%2Fconcussion-incidence-ontario-2023-2024.pdf%3Frev%3D89fe6cc1279748b2bf357ae6412cc4a5%26sc_lang%3Den%26hash%3D8F0E302616E0DDAB538ABBD025D46356&data=05%7C02%7CKristen.Cockburn%40oahpp.ca%7C04c44a19f96547710c5308de9caa4bdb%7C86574b51f21c4006869e51ea1eab44f2%7C0%7C0%7C639120452536464537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R1OgU18C0FMax%2B07ztSnMEXHNmNCkFQYKEXBEUJW2jc%3D&reserved=0
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Public Health Ontario (PHO) is hosting this year’s TOPHC 2026 Regional Workshops, taking place on 
May 28, 2026, at Fanshawe College in London, Ontario. These workshops bring together public health 
professionals from across Ontario to support learning, collaboration, and knowledge sharing on 
priority public health topics. alPHa is pleased to be a promotional sponsor for this event. 
 
Workshop 3 - From Intention to Co-creation: Centering Black and Indigenous Communities in Public 
Health Practice. Discover how to move decolonial theory into meaningful action. This engaging 
workshop invites public health professionals to explore practical, community centered ways to 
embed decolonial approaches within their organizations. The workshop places a particular 
emphasis on engaging Black and Indigenous communities and centering public health practices that 
address anti-Black and anti-Indigenous racism. Through co-creation, critical reflexivity, and hands 
on learning, participants will deepen their understanding of decolonial practice while building 
practical strategies that can be applied in their work. Join us to reflect, reimagine, and reshape 
public health practice in partnership with the communities we serve.
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Upcoming DLSPH Events and Webinars
• 2026 SORA-TABA Annual Workshop (May 22)
• Supporting Newcomers Through Pharmacy: Improving Health System Navigation and Safe, 

Sustainable Medication Use (May 27)
• Bioethics and the Rules-Based International Order: A Conversation on the Future of Bioethics in a Time 

of Rupture (Jun. 1)

Ontario Public Health Directory - May update

The Ontario Public Health Directory has been updated and is available on the alPHa website. Please 
ensure you have the latest version, which has been dated as of May 13, 2026. To view the file, log into 
the alPHa website. 
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For more information on The Personal, please click here (English) and here for French. 
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Pakenham, Ontario - Photo Credit

alPHa's mailing address
Please note our mailing address is:

PO Box 73510, RPO Wychwood
Toronto, ON M6C 4A7
For further information, please contact info@alphaweb.org.
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News Releases
The most up to date news releases from the Government of Ontario can be accessed here.

https://www.alphaweb.org/
https://www.alphaweb.org/
https://news.ontario.ca/en
mailto:info@alphaweb.org
https://pixabay.com/photos/pakenham-ontario-stone-bridge-river-4317070/

