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Considering the Evidence for Recalling Long-Acting Hydromorphone

Kingston, Frontenac, and Lennox & Addington Public Health

data from 2017 estimates 1,250 Ontarians died from opioid-related causes,
representing a 246% increase in mortality from 2003 (Public Health Ontario, 2019); and

one in three people who died from an opioid-related cause had an active
prescription for an opioid (Gomes, 2018); and

the harms associated with long-acting and high-dose formulations of opioids are
well- characterized and include accidental overdose, cognitive impairment, falls,
depression, and physical dependence (Bohnert, et al., 2011) (Juurlink, 2017); and

there is emerging evidence that long-acting hydromorphone is able to sustain HIV
infectiousness due to the microcrystalline cellulose component of the drug and can
infect people who inject drugs as a result of sharing equipment (Ball, et al., 2019);
and

there is evidence that HIV persisted in long-acting hydromorphone residuals which
may be used in “serial washes”, where the non-solubilized drug from an initial
preparation for injection is reused; and

there is additional evidence that long-acting hydromorphone prescribing patterns
are associated with an increased incidence of infective endocarditis among people
who inject drugs (Weir, et al., 2019); and

the federal Minister of Health has the power under the Food and Drug Act to recall
drugs that pose serious or imminent risk to health (Government of Canada, 1985);
and

the known harms of opioids coupled with new evidence of additional risk of
infectious disease uniquely associated with long-acting hydromorphone meet the
threshold for action from the federal Minister of Health;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) petition
the federal Minister of Health and Health Canada to review the scientific literature and other available
data regarding potential harms associated with long-acting hydromorphone, particularly with respect
to the risk it poses for the spread of infectious diseases among people who inject drugs;

AND FURTHER that if evidence of serious or imminent risk to health is found, that the federal Minister
of Health and Health Canada consider recalling or restricting prescribing of long-acting
hydromorphone;



AND FURTHER that the Federal Minister of Health, the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, the
Chief Medical Officer of Health for Ontario, the Chief Coroner for Ontario, the CEO of Public Health
Ontario, the Chief Medical Officer of Health for Canada, and all Chief Medical Officers of Health across
all Provinces and Territories be so advised.

ACTION FROM CONFERENCE: Carried
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