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ATTENTION 
MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH 
CHAIRS, BOARDS OF HEALTH 
SENIOR MANAGERS, ALL PROGRAMS 
******************************** 
Dear alPHa Members,  
 
Finance Minister Rod Phillips today released the 2019 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: A 
Plan to Build Ontario Together. This document is similar in structure to a budget in that it lays out the 
roadmap for Government plans based on the economic context.  
 
I have scanned this document very quickly and there are three instances where public health is 
specifically mentioned. I have included the relevant excerpts below, and the full suite of information 
released today by the Government can be accessed from this page. The PDF of the document itself can 
be downloaded directly here. 
 
Please note that the section on Modernizing Public Health was also delivered nearly verbatim by the 
Minister of Health during her remarks to alPHa members this afternoon at our 2019 Fall Symposium. 
 
Modernizing Public Health 
 
As part of the government’s plan to build a modern and better connected health care system, 
the Province is considering how to best deliver public health in a way that is coordinated, resilient, 
efficient and nimble, and meets the evolving health needs and priorities of communities. The 
government is renewing consultations with municipal governments and the public health sector, 
with this next phase of engagement being supported by advisor Jim Pine, Chief Administrative 
Officer of the County of Hastings and former member of the Board of Directors of the Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario. Mr. Pine will play a key role in facilitating productive discussions 
between the government, public health, emergency health and municipal stakeholders to ensure: 

• Better consistency and equity of service delivery across the province; 
• Improved clarity and alignment of roles and responsibilities between the Province, Public Health 

Ontario and local public health; 
• Better and deeper relationships with primary care and the broader health care system to 

support the goal of ending hallway health care through improved health promotion and 
prevention; 

• Unlocking and promoting leading innovative practices and key strengths from across the 
province; and 

• Improved public health delivery and the sustainability of the system. 
This initiative responds to the 2017 findings made by the Auditor General that public health units 
are poorly coordinated and often duplicate work. In spring 2019, the government announced plans 
to update how public health is structured and funded in Ontario to achieve better coordination and 
more efficient service delivery. As consultations take place, the government has made a clear 
commitment to support municipalities as they modernize the delivery of public health in Ontario (p. 97). 
 
*** 
Starting this fall, the government is investing approximately $90 million a year to provide 
low‐income seniors access to high‐quality dental care. Ontario’s low‐income seniors, age 65 and 
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older, with an income of $19,300 or less, or couples with a combined annual income of $32,300 or 
less, who do not have dental benefits, will qualify for the publicly funded Ontario Seniors Dental 
Care Program. Services will be accessed through public health units, community health centres and 
Aboriginal Health Access Centres across the province.( p. 20) 
 
*** 
An investment of $41 million to support Public Health Units as the ministry considers options to 
modernize public health, completes engagement with stakeholders and finalizes implementation 
approaches (p. 158) 
 
We hope you find this information useful.  
 
Gordon WD Fleming, BA, BASc, CPHI(C) 
Manager, Public Health Issues 
Association of Local Public Health Agencies 
2 Carlton St. #1306   
Toronto ON    M5B 1J3 
416‐595‐0006 ext. 23 
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