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Mr. Jim Pine                    October 11, 2019 
Special Adviser, Public Health Modernization            
c/o Minister of Health 
10th Flr, 80 Grosvenor St,  
Toronto, ON M7A 2C4 
 
Dear Mr. Pine, 
 
Re: Congratulations from alPHa 
 
On behalf of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) and its member 
Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health and Affiliate organizations, I am writing to 
congratulate you on your appointment as special adviser to the Minister of Health on 
Public Health Modernization. 
 
Our members are very pleased the Minister has chosen an individual who understands 
the local nature of public health, its close ties to municipalities and the importance of 
this relationship in ensuring that programs and services designed to keep people healthy 
can be effectively delivered throughout Ontario.   
 
As the Association that represents all 35 of Ontario’s Boards of Health, we will be an 
essential and valuable resource as you tour the province gathering feedback to inform 
the recommendations that the Minister has tasked you with submitting. Our Medical 
Officers of Heath, Boards of Health members and Affiliate partners have always been 
very active in developing advice for improved public health delivery and the 
sustainability of the system and we look forward to discussing these issues with you.  
 
We agree with your observation that together we can identify and implement innovative 
and modern solutions to long-standing challenges, and we see this as an important 
opportunity to build upon the strengths of an already enviable public health system. 
 
We look forward to opportunities to meet with you throughout the consultation process. 
I would like to invite you to come to the next alPHa Board meeting that is taking place 
from noon to 4:30 pm on Tuesday, November 5th in Public Health Ontario’s offices 
located at 480 University Avenue in Toronto. We welcome you to join us for any part the 
meeting.  

I would also like to invite you to speak from 3 pm to 3:45 pm on Wednesday, November 
6, 2019 at the alPHa Fall Symposium. The event is co-hosted by the University of 
Toronto’s Dalla Lana School of Public Health and it is taking place in the 6th floor 
auditorium which is located at 155 College Street in Toronto. Our members, particularly 
the municipal councillors who sit on the boards of health, would greatly appreciate 
hearing you speak.  

I am pleased to tell you the Minister of Health, Hon. Christine Elliott, Dr. David Williams, 
the Chief Medical Officer of Health, and Jamie McGarvey, the President of the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), are all speakers. We would be delighted 
to also have you at the podium. 



We are excited about the opportunity presented by this consultation to truly strengthen public health in 
Ontario and reinforce its contributions to ending hallway health care through improved health 
promotion and disease prevention and we look forward to lending our expertise.  
 
For further information, to schedule a meeting, to join us at our November 5th Board meeting or to let us 
know if you can speak at the November 6th Symposium, please contact Loretta Ryan, Executive Director, 
alPHa, at loretta@alphaweb.org or 647-325-9594.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Carmen McGregor,  
alPHa President 
 
 
COPY: Hon. Christine Elliott, Minister of Health 

Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
Alison Blair, Executive Lead for Public Health Modernization 
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