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Christy Adams, RN, MPH, PhD (c)

Christy Adams is a registered nurse and the Coordinator for the UC Davis Health System Trauma
Prevention Program. With over 20 years of trauma and critical care experience across the age
continuum, she has provided valuable contributions to state and national injury prevention
groups. Her passion for collaborative injury prevention is evident in her development of
numerous community partnerships and in her role as an injury prevention mentor for students of
the health care professions.

Michael (Mick) Ballesteros, PhD
In 2001, Mick Ballesteros joined the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as an
Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Officer stationed for two years to CDC’s National Center for
Injury Prevention and Control in the Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention (DUIP). As an EIS
officer and later as a staff epidemiologist, he developed research and programs involving
drownings, poisonings, injuries related to residential fires, and older adult falls. He later served
as the team lead for the Home and Recreation Injury Prevention Team, and currently is Chief of
the Statistics, Programming, and Economics Branch in the Division of Analysis, Research, and
Practice Integration (DARPI) for the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC).
Dr. Ballesteros received a PhD. in epidemiology from the University of Maryland at Baltimore and
is the author of over 30 peer-reviewed publications.

Tara Reed Carlson, MS, RN
Tara Reed Carlson began her nursing career on the Neurotrauma Unit at the R Adams Cowley
Shock Trauma Center. A career move to Merck & Co. Inc. provided Carlson with experience in
pharmaceutical sales, training, marketing and promotion and became president for a health
care advising company. In 2010, she returned to Shock Trauma in a Business Development
role. In 2011, she began directing the Center for Injury prevention and Policy which includes all
programs involving trauma, violence and injury prevention/intervention, intimate partner
violence intervention, Trauma Survivors Network, Stop the Bleed and Organ and Tissue
donation. Tara has been successful in garnering philanthropic, political and grant support for
the CIPP, making it a self-funded department. In the past three years she has helped secured
greater than $1.2 million in needed resources for trauma, violence and injury prevention.
Currently, she is the Director of Community Outreach and External Affairs for Shock Trauma.

Bella Catalina Chant, MSN. RN. CRRN
Bella Catalina Chant is the Violence and Injury Prevention Program Coordinator at the R Adams
Cowley Shock Trauma Center. She received MSN at Metropolitan State University in St. Paul,
Minnesota and then spent over six and a half years at the bedside. It is now her goal to reduce
the preventable injuries she once cared for at the bedside and establish a culture of injury
prevention in the state of Maryland. While at Shock Trauma, she has travelled to many sites to
educate student and parent groups alike on the dangers of impaired and distracted driving. In
the past year, she has presented to approximately 12,000 people during the course of over 100
separate events. She is also responsible for producing the trauma center’s public education
campaign called Prevention Matters distributed through the University of MD Medical System.
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Ellen Corman, MRA
Ellen Corman has over 20 years of experience working in the area of injury prevention. She has
an undergraduate degree in Occupational Therapy and a Master’s degree in Rehabilitation
Administration. Ellen is a leader in the Stop Falls California network, state representative for the
National Council on Aging’s Falls Free Network, and co-chair of Santa Clara County Fall
Prevention Task Force. She is trained in three evidence-based fall prevention programs and is a
lead trainer in the program A Matter of Balance. She has presented locally to seniors, caregivers
and professionals and has presented on fall prevention for webinars and at national conferences.

Sheryl Garland, MHA
Sheryl Garland received an undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University in 1982 and a
Masters in Health Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1988. She began her
career with the VCU Health System in 1988. Prior to her appointment as Chief of Health Impact
in 2018, she served in various leadership roles including Director of Planning, Director of
Ambulatory Care Services, Vice President for Community Outreach and Vice President for Health
Policy and Community Relations. In addition to her health system responsibilities, she has held
numerous positions within Virginia Commonwealth University’s School of Medicine including
Director of Community Outreach for the VCU Institute for Women's Health, Administrative
Director of the VCU Center on Health Disparities, and her current position as Director of the VCU
Office of Health Innovation.

Deborah Kuhls, MD, FACS
Dr. Kuhls, Professor of Surgery, is a trauma surgeon and is board certified in general surgery and
critical care. She also is Program Director of UNLV School of Medicine’s Surgical Critical Care
Fellowship Program and Medical Director of UMC’s Trauma ICU. Dr. Kuhls graduated from the
Medical College of Pennsylvania (now Drexel University School of Medicine), completed general
surgery residency at Albert Einstein University and a fellowship in critical care and trauma at the
R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center at the University of Maryland. She subsequently
completed Drexel University’s Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine fellowship. Dr. Kuhls’
research interests include injury prevention of all types, including vehicular crash, firearm and
other violence-related injuries, as well as disaster management, medical education and the
clinical care and outcomes of injured patients. Dr. Kuhls is active in many professional
organizations and is the President of the Nevada Chapter of the American College of Surgeons,
Chair of the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma Injury Prevention and Control
Committee, and is the incoming President of the Trauma Prevention Coalition.

Karen Macauley, DHA, Med, BSN, TCRN, CEN
Karen Macauley is currently the trauma program manager at a free-standing children’s hospital,
the All-Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida. She received both her BSN and Masters in
Health Education from Pennsylvania State University. She is an active member of the Society of
Trauma Nurses (STN) and serves on the board of the American Trauma Society (ATS). Karen
currently serves on the Florida Injury Prevention Advisory Council and the Florida Trauma
Strategic Plan Advisory Council, and she is also a Washington State trauma site surveyor. Karen
is active in injury prevention as a THINK FIRST presenter and as a certified Child Passenger
Safety (CPS) technician and Instructor. Karen has lectured extensively on a variety of trauma
topics, including burn care, child abuse, alcoholism and trauma, spinal cord injury, and is faculty
for the ATS’ Trauma Coordinator’s Course.
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Christopher Michetti, MD, FACS
Dr. Christopher Michetti is the Associate Chief of Trauma & Acute Care Surgery at Inova Fairfax
Hospital’s Level I trauma center, and associate professor of surgery at the Inova Campus of the
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine. He is the primary investigator for
NHTSA’s Crash Injury Reconstruction and Engineering Network program at Inova, and is
currently serving as President of the American Trauma Society.

Beverly Miller, Med

Beverly Miller, MEd, is the Associate Director of Research at the Injury Prevention Center at
Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Ms. Miller has over 30 years’ experience working in health
promotions for high risk populations in numerous public health areas, including substance
abuse and violence prevention, cancer control, and injury control. Ms. Miller has worked closely
with the faculty at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and Arkansas Children’s
Hospital to develop translational research for populations most vulnerable for preventable
injuries, most notably low-income, minority, and/or rural children. Current studies include a
booster seat intervention in rural communities, innovative educational strategies for ATV riders in
rural communities, and motor vehicle safety for teens. Successful awards for injury control
include funding from the Allstate Foundation, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and HRSA Targeted Issues in Maternal and Child Health.

Wendy McEuen, MSN, RN
Wendy McEuen is the Trauma Outreach and Injury Prevention Coordinator for Riverside
Community Hospital. Her career started as a registered nurse in the Emergency Department
where she cared for injured patients. She holds National Certifications in Emergency and Trauma
nursing. After obtaining her Master’s Degree in Nursing Education, she worked as a nurse
educator for the emergency department. Always involved in community projects, Wendy was a
good fit for a newly created position in the Trauma Services department and has cultivated the
Injury Prevention program over the last year. She often collaborates with other organizations
such as the Riverside Police and Fire Departments, Public Health and SafeKids to provide
education to the community.

Anna Newcomb, PhD, MSW, LCSW

Anna Newcomb is the Trauma Research manager at Inova Fairfax Hospital in Virginia. At Inova
Fairfax Hospital she coordinates the research program in the trauma department, providing
guidance on hospital program development as well as research methodology, implementation,
and analysis. Dr. Newcomb’s primary area of expertise is the experience of trauma patients and
families following trauma and during the recovery process, and has been involved in the
development of a large multicenter study coordinated by the Johns Hopkins School of Public
Health focusing on the support of trauma patients and families. Dr. Newcomb received her PhD
in Health Policy and Management from Johns Hopkins University, her MSW from the Catholic
University of America and her BA from Oberlin College.
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Heather Talbott, MSN, RN

Heather Talbott MSN APRN is the Trauma Program Manager at Bryan Medical Center and Bryan
Trauma Practice Manager at Bryan Physician Network in Lincoln Nebraska. Heather has a
Master’s Degree in Nursing with an emphasis on Leadership and Management and a Post
Master’s Degree as Family Nurse Practitioner. She currently holds a license as a Family Nurse
Practitioner in the state of Nebraska.

Glen Tinkoff, MD, FACS, FCCM
Dr. Tinkoff currently serves as the System Chief for Trauma and Acute Care Surgery at University
Hospitals in Cleveland, Ohio, an 11 hospital regional health care system serving northeast Ohio.
Dr. Tinkoff has an appointment as a clinical professor of surgery at the Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio. He received his medical degree from the
University of Cincinnati, School of Medicine and completed his general surgery residency at
Lankenau Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He completed fellowships in surgical critical
care at State University of New York at Stony Brook and trauma research at Lehigh Valley
Hospital in Allentown, PA. After fellowship, he was recruited in 1992 to Christiana Care Health
System as the trauma medical director and was appointed Vice Chair of Surgery, a position in
which he served until 2016. He served as the Delaware Division of Public Health’s medical
advisor to the State trauma system for 16 years. He has numerous peer reviewed publications
invited lectures on clinical issues in acute care surgery, trauma center and systems administration
and management, and injury prevention and control. Dr. Tinkoff has served as chair of the injury
prevention committees of both the American Association for the Surgery of Trauma and the
Easton Association for the Surgery of Trauma. Most recently, serves on the board of the
American Trauma Society (ATS) and has chaired ATS sponsored, Trauma Prevention Coalition.

Pina Violano, PhD, MSPH, RN-BC, CCRN, CPS-T
Dr. Violano is the Manager of the Injury Prevention, Community Outreach and Research Program
at Yale New Haven Hospital. She is also the Co-Director and Co-Primary Investigator of the
Injury Free Coalition for Kids in New Haven at Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital. She has
longstanding leadership and expertise in reducing the impact of preventable injuries and death
through community outreach and violence prevention efforts locally in the City of New Haven,
regionally and nationally. She led the effort for the Children’s Hospital to receive the
designation of Injury Free Coalition for Kids in New Haven. Pina has developed &/or led
numerous injury prevention programs including: establishing a car seat program that has
provided over 10,000 car seats to high-risk families in need; establishing a gun buyback
program that has collected over 700 firearms and recently establishing a program to turn the
surrendered firearms into gardening tools. Her research has centered on the use of community
based participatory research principles on reduction of gun related injuries and death, gun buyback programs, promotion of safe firearm storage, educating gun shop owners on risk factors for
suicide, and evaluating the relevance of adapting a disaster-preparedness approach to gun
violence and, specifically, the relationship between perceived collective efficacy, its subscales of
social cohesion and informal social control, and exposure to gun violence. Pina is a registered
nurse with over 30 years’ experience, a child passenger safety technician, holds a PhD in Public
Health and is an appointed member of CT’s Child Fatality Review Panel.
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Jill Watras, MD, FACS
Dr. Jill Watras is an acute care surgeon certified in general surgery and surgical critical care. She
joined Inova Medical Group with five years of clinical experience. She has a special interest in
management of trauma patients, emergency general surgery and critical care medicine. Dr.
Watras became interested in emergency general surgery and trauma after spending time at R
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center during her residency. She also volunteered on two mission
trips to Port Au Prince, Haiti after the 2010 earthquake disaster. Dr. Watras is a fellow of the
American College of Surgeons and a member of the Eastern Association for the Surgery of
Trauma and the Society of Critical Care Medicine. A native of Michigan, Dr. Watras currently
resides in Northern Virginia with her husband and two children. In her spare time she likes
spending time with her family, reading and running.

Stewart Williams, BS, CPST-I
Mr. Williams is the Injury Prevention Manager at Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas.
Mr. Williams leads a team of injury prevention coordinators that deliver interventions and
services to the community and to patient families. He currently serves on the Safe States Alliance
Executive Committee as a Member At Large. He began his career working in passenger safety
for US Airways Express in 1997. After September 11, 2001, with the downturn in air travel, Mr.
Williams went to work for The American Trauma Society, Pennsylvania Division and then
transitioned to Safe Kids Pennsylvania. Prior to his arrival in Austin, Texas, Mr. Williams was
employed by the Pennsylvania Department of Health as a Public Health Program Administrator.
During his tenure at the department, Mr. Williams led the health professions survey process, the
state health improvement plan for the Commonwealth, and worked with dental provider
shortages, before assuming the role in the childhood injury prevention program. Stewart is a
graduate from Albright College where he majored in Business Administration. He holds a
Certificate in Epidemiology from the University of North Carolina, Gillings School of Global
Public Health.

