INFLIXIMAB
(REMICADE)
http://www.aocd.org
Infliximab is a biologic response modifier, or biologic in the class of drugs called TNF-alpha inhibitors. It gained its first approval
by the FDA for the treatment of Crohn's disease in 1998. It has since then been approved for the treatment of 6 other
inflammatory diseases.
Mechanism: Infliximab is a chimeric IgG1k monoclonal antibody (composed of human constant and murine variable regions)
specific for human TNF-alpha. Infliximab neutralizes the biological activity of TNF-alpha by binding with high affinity to the
soluble and transmembrane forms of TNF-alpha and inhibits binding of TNF-alpha with its receptors. Infliximab is given by IV
infusion unlike the other TNF-alpha inhibitors which are given subcutaneously.
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Crohn's Disease
Pediatric Crohn's Disease
Ulcerative Colitis
Pediatric Ulcerative Colitis
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Ankylosing Spondylitis
Psoriatic Arthritis
Plaque Psoriasis

Side effects: The side effect profile of Infliximab is similar to other drugs in its class. The most common side effects are
infections (e.g. upper respiratory, sinusitis, and pharyngitis), infusion-related reactions, headache, and abdominal pain. Some of
the more serious side effects include hepatotoxicity, malignancy (lymphoma and other cancers), myelosuppression, lupus like
syndrome, demyelinating disease, heart failure, opportunistic infections, and reactivation of hepatitis or tuberculosis. Therefore,
all patients who are candidates for treatment with infliximab need to undergo testing for tuberculosis and hepatitis before
beginning treatment, since these diseases can become reactivated.

This information has been provided to you compliments of the American Osteopathic College of Dermatology and your physician.
The medical information provided in this article is for educational purposes only and is the property of the American Osteopathic College of Dermatology. It is not intended nor implied to be a substitute for professional
medical advice and shall not create a physician - patient relationship. If you have a specific question or concern about a skin lesion or disease, please consult a dermatologist. Any use, re-creation, dissemination, forwarding
or copying of this information is strictly prohibited unless expressed written permission is given by the American Osteopathic College of Dermatology. For detailed information including links to related topics on this and
many other skin conditions with photos, visit: https://www.aocd.org/page/DiseaseDatabaseHome

