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Women in Philosophy 

In 2021 (the most recent year for which data were available), approximately 39 percent of philosophy 

degree completions at all levels were women. This represents a considerable increase in the share of 

degrees earned by women, which was 19 percent in 1987, and approximately 31 percent in 2014. The 

gender distribution of bachelor’s degrees has increased from about 30 percent in 1997 to about 40 percent 

in 2021, with a particular increase from 2018 to  2021. The gender distribution of master’s degrees has 

been more variable, with an increase from about 28 percent to about 33 percent in 2021. The gender 

distribution of doctorates in philosophy has also been variable, with an overall increase from about 25 

percent in 1997 to about 30 percent in 2021.  
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