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Provide a brief account of the project's purpose, explaining its benefits for the profession and/or how it involves
community outreach. Attach additional pages as necessary.

This project seeks to strengthen existing Parr Center for Ethics and UNC Philosophy Outreach Program
initiatives, to promote philosophical and ethical engagement with underserved and low-income high
school student populations. This project consists of both a national initiative to expand opportunities for
high school students from low-income schools to participate in the High School Ethics Bowl competition,
and local outreach initiative that encourages students from underserved communities within North
Carolina's Research Triangle to engage with each other in regular, guided conversations about
significant ethical and philosophical questions.
National Outreach Initiatives
The Parr Center is a founding member, national headquarters, and two-time host for the National High
School Ethics Bowl (NHSEB). The NHSEB is the Parr Center's main Spring Semester program that
brings together high school ethics bowl teams from across the country for two days of intensive
examination and discussion of pressing ethical issues. For the 2015 NHSEB, the Parr Center is focused
on establishing a scholarship fund for low-income high schools that do not have the resources to either
(i) start an ethics bowl team or (ii) travel to their regional and/or national competition. The majority of
teams that compete in the Nationals have access to either philosophy club or courses, and teacher(s)
who are members of philosophy and/or ethical associations involved with the NHSEB. We want to
provide engagement with philosophical matters to underserved students that would not have the
opportunity of exposure in their classroom setting or community. Creating an inclusive educational and
developmental opportunity for all students is our goal.
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National Outreach Initiatives
In 2014-2015, the NHSEB as a part of PhOCUS, plans to developed initiatives for more inclusiveness.
We plan to better (i) locate high schools in low-income and underserved areas (also known as
need-based schools), (ii) provide a scholarship to need-based schools for philosophy preparation
materials, technology, and philosophy club/ethics team dues (if required by high school), and (iii) help
finance travel costs to either the team's regional and/or national competition. While starting and
implementing an ethics team on a national level will be challenging, the NHSEB will create
partnerships/affiliations with University's philosophy departments in the area of the need-based schools.
The NHSEB will ensure students who are interest in forming an ethics team have a coach. The coach
can either be a teacher from the high school who is interested in preparing students for the competition
or a volunteer faculty member/graduate student(s) from the affiliated University's philosophy department.
Once a team is formed with an identified coach, a schedule will be formed similar to the local outreach
HSEB program. Each week the team will meet with their coach and/or affiliated University volunteers to
prepare the student for the competition. During these meetings, the team would discuss relevant moral
theories, identify and discuss the significant moral dimensions at issue in the various HSEB cases, learn
how to craft an effective, logical argument for their resolution of the case and how to present that
argument orally, and learn how to provide a thoughtful commentary on the opposing teams' presentation.
If supplemental support is needed and if the team has the necessary technology capabilities, Parr Center
faculty members will provide Skype sessions with the team and coach.
The ultimate goal of PhOCUS, at the national level, is to have need-based school teams compete at a
regional bowl. The team will compete at the nearest regional bowl depending on the high school's
location.
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need-based team is located in Mississippi, where currently, there is no regional, the team then will travel
to either Arkansas
Tennessee for their regional bowl. However, if teams formed by PhOCUS are not
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If the proposal involves public lectures, performances, presentations, or films, describe how the project will be accessible
for disabled persons, including deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired individuals. Attach additional pages as
necessary.

UNC's Parr Center and Philosophy Outreach Program place a high value on diversity and inclusiveness.
We are committed to working with our community partners to ensure that our programs are accessible to
all, including persons with disabilities. High schools are already mandated by law to accommodate the
special needs of disabled students, and thus the programs involved in this project will be accessible to
such students. We will encourage our community partners to notify us of any special needs that their
students may have, and will seek information about how we can best meet those needs.

Describe how the project will be assessed at its completion with an eye to what worked and what could be improved.
Attach additional pages as necessary.

National Outreach Initiatives
PhOCUS will be assessed in two forms: (i) surveys given to participating students, coaches, and
universities, and (ii) internal evaluation of goals met during the project. After the information is gathered,
the Parr Center will develop a plan to address problems identified by participants and work to improve
these issues for next year. For future years, we will work on how to expand PhOCUS and include more
low-income, underserved high schools.
The survey will base from similar questions given to students and coaches after the national competition.
The survey for PhOCUS will be tailored to challenges and successes that occurred during the HSEB
season (July 2014-May 2015) and what can be improved for incoming high schools. The survey will
contain a mixture of likert-scale, semantic differential scale, contingency, and open-ended questions.
The internal evaluation of goals will be for the Parr Center and NHSEB. It will be similar to the evaluation
plan for the local outreach initiatives. We will gather information to determine whether the specific goals
articulated in this proposal were achieved, and determine (i) the factors that enabled us to meet these
goals, or (ii) the factors that prevented us from meeting these goals.
Local Outreach Initiatives
First, we will gather information to make a determination of whether the specific goals articulated in this
proposal were achieved, and a determination of either (i) the factors that enabled us to meet these goals,
or (ii) the factors that prevented us from meeting these goals. Second, we will solicit feedback from
students, teachers, Outreach volunteers, and other relevant individuals to determine to what extent these
4
programs furthered our Outreach Program's broader goals: (i) to help people in the community think
carefully and clearly about a broad range of ideas, commitments, and practices that regularly shape their
lives, and (ii) to get them excited about philosophy. Using all of this information, we will develop a plan to

If the proposal includes the creation of a website, complete the following items:

Where will the website be hosted?
Website URL (if known):
Do you want the APA to link to the project website?

☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, in what page(s) or section(s) on the APA website would you like the link to appear?

Attach additional pages as necessary.

Project
expense item

Anticipated
date(s) of
expense

Budget Amount

Amount
confirmed or
requested from
other sources

Amount
requested
from APA

Transportation to Regionals/Nationals

September-May

$1,500

Requested from GlaxoSmithKline, BB&T

$1,500

Ethics Team Dues (if required by high school)

August

$100

N/A

$100

Materials & Incidentals (Philosophy Books)

July-May

$250

Squire Family Foundation

$250

Technology (web camera, timers)

July-May

$150

Squire Family Foundation

$150

Honoraria for graduate student coaches/ facilitators

August

$1,600

Philosophy Department

$1,600

Transportation

July-May

$300

Philosophy Department

$300

Materials & Incidentals

July-May

$100

N/A

$100

Totals: $4,000

$4,000

Proposals requesting more than $5,000 normally are not funded.
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Project Title: Philosophy Opportunities and Conversations for Underserved Students (PhOCUS)
Abstract:
This project seeks to strengthen existing Parr Center and UNC Philosophy Outreach Program
initiatives, to promote philosophical and ethical engagement with underserved and low income
high school student populations. This project consists of both a national initiative to expand
opportunities for high school students from low-income schools to participate in the High School
Ethics Bowl competition, and local outreach initiatives that encourage students from underserved
communities within North Carolina’s Research Triangle to engage with each other in regular,
guided conversations about significant ethical and philosophical questions.
Steering Committee:
Dr. Jeanette Boxill
Dr. Steven Swartzer
Katelin Kaiser
Project Purpose:
This project seeks to strengthen existing Parr Center for Ethics and UNC Philosophy Outreach
Program initiatives, to promote philosophical and ethical engagement with underserved and lowincome high school student populations. This project consists of both a national initiative to
expand opportunities for high school students from low-income schools to participate in the High
School Ethics Bowl competition, and local outreach initiative that encourages students from
underserved communities within North Carolina’s Research Triangle to engage with each other
in regular, guided conversations about significant ethical and philosophical questions.
National Outreach Initiatives
The Parr Center is a founding member, national headquarters, and two-time host for the National
High School Ethics Bowl (NHSEB). The NHSEB is the Parr Center’s main Spring Semester
program that brings together high school ethics bowl teams from across the country for two days
of intensive examination and discussion of pressing ethical issues. For the 2015 NHSEB, the Parr
Center is focused on establishing a scholarship fund for low-income high schools that do not
have the resources to either (i) start an ethics bowl team or (ii) travel to their regional and/or
national competition. The majority of teams that compete in the Nationals have access to either
philosophy club or courses, and teacher(s) who are members of philosophy and/or ethical
associations involved with the NHSEB. We want to provide engagement with philosophical
matters and discussions to underserved students that would not have the opportunity of exposure
in their classroom setting or community. Creating an inclusive educational and developmental
opportunity for all students is our goal.

The Parr Center is committed to provide underserved, low-income high school populations, who
are interested in philosophical engagement and ethical awareness, with the tools and guidance—
sponsored by PhOCUS—to compete in a regional and/or national ethics bowl. Participating in
ethics bowl develops students' intellectual abilities and capacities, deepens their ethical
understanding, and reinforces their sense of ethical commitment. Dealing with such issues places
heavy demands upon students' abilities to discern, analyze, and evaluate, as well upon their
capacity to maintain a well-organized mental focus under conditions of intellectual (and
emotional) uncertainty. Ethics Bowl participation brings these abilities and capacities directly
into play. Furthermore, students deepen their ethical understanding of complex, sometimes
ambiguous, and highly viewpoint dependent questions through participating in the ethics bowl.
Ethical understanding in connection with such issues consists largely of the capability to view
from the inside ethical positions with which one disagrees, so that one understands the concerns
motivating those positions, and, to some extent, appreciates their force. In this regard, students
report that when discussing ethics bowl questions during practice, team members often begin
from sharply divergent positions, but as discussion proceeds one or the other of two outcomes
tends to result.
A guiding vision of both the Parr Center and NHSEB is that, given the tools and encouragement
to think deeply about the moral challenges of our world, students will carry the skills of reasoned
analysis and argument beyond the ethics bowl into their future lives as students, workers, friends,
family members, and citizens in a democracy. The NHSEB’s emphasis on critical thinking,
analytical clarity, and civil discussion translates directly into fostering a healthy society and life.
This guiding vision should be accessible to all high schools across the country—not just schools
in highly populated areas or with funding to support student and teacher extracurricular
activities. In the past, the NHSEB has worked with philosophy organizations and local
University philosophy departments to find underserved, low-income high schools in the areas of
Washington, D.C, New York, Illinois, and Florida. This has resulted in one or two schools
forming teams with financial support from the Squire Family Foundation. Our aim is to continue
and expand this growth, but provide teams with better guidance, tools, and establish a lasting
relationship with local University philosophy departments.
Local Outreach Initiatives
The aim of UNC’s Philosophy Outreach Program is to use the Philosophy Department's
intellectual resources both (i) to help people in the community think carefully and clearly about a
broad range of ideas, commitments, and practices that regularly shape their lives, and (ii) to get
them excited about philosophy. We are motivated by the conviction that philosophical activity
contributes to a flourishing life by helping us to develop a sense of ourselves and the world
around us through reflection on our beliefs and values. With that in mind, we work to promote
philosophy in various parts of the community through seminars, consultations, and targeted
outreach initiatives.

Outreach volunteers, consisting of UNC undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty, are
engaged in community programs for people of all ages. Through our various community
partnerships, Outreach volunteers facilitate philosophical discussions, and guide community
members as they explore interesting and important questions together. Whether they are with sixyear-olds, high school students, or retirees, these conversations encourage participants to lead
more reflective and philosophical lives, and to see themselves as part of a larger community of
inquiry. For the 2014-2015 academic year, the Philosophy Outreach Program plans to expand
our current initiatives to provide more philosophical opportunities for high school students from
underserved schools within the Research Triangle area. This year, we want (a) to strengthen our
existing partnership with C.A. Dillon Youth Development Center (a residential facility for youth
convicted of crimes in North Carolina) by piloting an HSEB program for C.A. Dillon students
and (b) to create new opportunities for underserved and low-income high-school-aged youth to
engage in philosophical exploration by establishing new partnerships with other local schools
and community organizations.
Impact on Profession
We believe that both the national and local components of this project are likely to have direct
and indirect benefits for the profession. By providing students opportunities to grapple with
interesting ethical and philosophical ideas before they enter college, the HSEB competition and
other engaging opportunities to discuss big questions with their peers can draw high school
students’ attention to the discipline at an earlier age. We believe that our profession is
strengthened when more young people become excited about philosophy. We also believe that
our discipline grows stronger as it becomes more inclusive—insofar as this project includes
outreach to traditionally underserved communities, we hope to promote diversity, and encourage
a broader range of students to become excited about philosophy. We believe that this project
will also have a positive impact on the philosophy undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty
who participate in our local outreach activities. Our outreach volunteers work toward providing
significant learning experiences for the high school students who participate in these
discussions—this provides them more opportunities to sharpen their teaching skills. Moreover,
by forcing one to think more deeply about how to help high school students explore
philosophical issues, participating in this type of outreach can sharpen and clarify one’s own
philosophical understanding. Finally, we believe that the discipline as a whole is strengthened as
more philosophers and more philosophy departments engage in philosophical outreach. We
hope that by reaffirming UNC’s commitment to philosophical outreach, especially within
underserved communities, this program might help to promote a greater interest in this type of
community involvement throughout the discipline.

Project Status:
UNC’s Parr Center and Philosophy Outreach Program are well positioned to make this a
successful project. This project expands and improves existing initiatives, and draws on our
extensive experience of developing community partnerships in order to build new relationships
with additional schools and organizations.
National High School Ethics Bowl Opportunities
In 2015, the NHSEB (http://nhseb.unc.edu) will be in its third year and continues to grow since
its inauguration in 2013. In its inaugural year, the NHSEB included 16 competing teams with a
total of 86 students participating. Last year, the NHSEB included 18 competing teams with a
total of 104 students. The participating regionals were located in: Arkansas, Maryland,
California, Massachusetts, Georgia, Michigan, Washington D.C., Texas, New York, North
Carolina, Florida, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Tennessee, Utah, and Washington State. The Parr
Center is planning on at least 22 teams for the 2015 NHSEB with new regional bowls in New
York, Illinois, Georgia, Oregon, and California. As teams are located across the United States
and travel to Chapel Hill, N.C. for the NHSEB, the Parr Center tries to provide need-based travel
stipends to teams. The travel stipends for teams have not been consistent due to the Parr Center’s
fluctuating budget. For the 2014 NHSEB, the Parr Center was able to provide teams with $200
travel reimbursement (teams traveling from California and Seattle were granted $500). We have
asked our sponsors—BB&T and GlaxoSmithKline—to provide stronger support for team
traveling funds, but have been unsuccessful.
The Parr Center and the NHSEB has partnerships with universities in areas near high school
teams. The universities, in particular, philosophy departments, provide assistance and guidance
to teams in understanding ethical theories and how to build logical positions when discussing
cases. Universities also play a large role to assist the NHSEB in developing and hosting regional
bowls. For example, the Long Island High School Ethics Bowl
(http://www.hofstra.edu/home/news/ur/ethicsbowl/), a regional bowl for New York, is hosted
and organized by Hofstra University’s Department of Philosophy. Other partnerships have been
formed with the University of Arkansas, University of California, Georgia Military College,
University of Baltimore, University of Missouri, Villanova University, Columbia University, and
American University.
High schools that compete in the NHSEB are a mix of public, private, charter/magnet, and home
school. For the 2014, 11 public, 6 private, and 1 magnet school(s) competed in the Nationals. In
particular teams from public schools, Schools Without Walls, Piscataway, Westbury, and Austin
East consist of students ranging from lower-middle to low-income neighborhoods and are racial
and ethnic minorities. Providing philosophical outreach in these areas—as highlighted in the

Local Outreach Initiatives section (below)—can encourage students to think and question more
carefully about the practices and commitments that shape their own lives, and to reflect more
deeply on their beliefs and values. In both Regional and National competitions, compared to
private high schools, some public schools (as listed above) do not have the financial resources to
support extracurricular activities. We want the competition to be about coming together and
bonding over joint participation in significant and valued activity guided by shared standards.
After the National competition, the Parr Center distributes feedback surveys to participating
coaches and students about the NHSEB to collect quantitative and qualitative information. We
used a mixture of likert-scale and open-ended questions; such as: “what did you learn about
being a member of an ethics bowl team”, “how has your involvement with ethics bowl changed
the way you think about ethical issues?”; and do you agree or disagree with each statement, from
1 to 5: “compared to before ethics bowl, I am now more interest in philosophy and/or ethics”.
The NHSEB Executive Committee uses this information to work with regional organizers and
coaches to fine-tune the program and create a beneficial learning experience for all students. An
overview of our feedback from the 2015 NHSEB:
● Overall, 97% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that Ethics Bowl was unlike any
other academic experience they have had.
● 96% of respondents indicated that they would like to participate in Ethics Bowl in the
future.
● 97% of respondents indicated that they learned a great deal from participating in the
Ethics Bowl program.
● 93% of respondents indicated that participation in the Ethics Bowl program resulted in a
higher interest level in philosophy and/or ethics.
● 91% of respondents indicated that participation in the Ethics Bowl program makes them
want to take philosophy courses in high school.
In the open-ended questions for students, we found four themes: (i) opportunity to meet students
from different areas across the country, (ii) continuous engagement in philosophy outside the
bowl, (iii) thinking about higher education, and (iv) the importance of collaboration. Below lists
feedback from students:
● “I think participating in the ethics bowl really helped me see things from diverse
perspectives and be more accepting of views. It has also made me see the utility of
philosophy.”

● “I definitely think more about the ethicality of things in society. I am also thinking about
taking a philosophy course senior year.”
● “Ethics Bowl and the experiences I got from it will be very helpful in allowing me to be
both assertive and polite, a skill which I'm still perfecting but I can tell has improved
drastically. I’m definitely doing Ethics Bowl in college.”
● “Because of [the Ethics Bowl] I have become more open-minded and realized that there
is no quick and simple answer.”
● “Collaboration and sharing ideas are crucial to analyzing an issue. As students it can be
difficult to agree with each other and to compromise. But, through listening and
conversation we learn to mold our ideas together and come up with solutions.”
The coaches’ feedback highlights the importance of students learning about ethics and
philosophy. Coaches expressed how the NHSEB provided students with the opportunity to travel
to an internationally recognized University or compete with students across the country, who
might not have necessarily ever had the opportunity. Additionally, many coaches’ recognized
ethics bowls to be invaluable because the skill it imparts are transferable to every part of their
curriculum that emphasizes clear thinking, reading, and writing. Below is feedback received
from coaches:
● “An Ethics Bowl offers an opportunity for students to stretch their thinking to the limits
of their abilities…and even beyond. There are few activities available on the high school
level that allow our academically advanced students to use so many higher-order
thinking skills and then to apply their results to real-life situations.”
● “Although it was a competition, the emphasis was not on winning/losing. It encouraged
students to focus on their presentation and how they can better clarify their point rather
than ‘trashing’ the other team in the rebuttal or response.”
● “Our students gained self-confidence and flexibility as a result of participating [in
NHSEB]. They learned that their way may not always be the only or best way, and that a
true thinker considers all options.”
● “The national event provided an excellent physical environment and an excellent and
challenging intellectual environment. As a coach, I liked the competition being held at a
university; this is a great motivator for the students.”

● “Truly, the Ethics Bowl offers the students the opportunity to discuss topical concerns
and build on the skill set that allows them to consider appropriate solutions to these
concerns. The subjective nature of the event is closer to what they will find in real world
activities.”
Local Outreach Initiatives
UNC’s Philosophy Outreach Program began as a pilot program in summer of 2004, with funding
from the Chapel Hill Philosophy Department and from Edna J. Koury Distinguished Professor
Susan Wolf’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Distinguished Achievement Award. Over the past
ten years, UNC Philosophy Outreach volunteers have led philosophy discussions for hundreds of
youth and adults in the Triangle area. We are currently partnered with more than twenty
community institutions and organizations—including several public and private elementary and
secondary schools, a GED program at a local community college, the C.A. Dillon Youth
Development Center, and three area retirement communities.
As part of PhOCUS, we will be working to strengthen our existing relationship with C.A. Dillon
Youth Development Center (https://www.ncdps.gov/) a youth facility located in Butner, NC, for
underage persons convicted of crimes in North Carolina. UNC Philosophy Outreach volunteers
have regularly led discussions for students at C.A. Dillon for several years. Youth Development
Centers, operated by North Carolina’s Department of Public Safety, are correctional facilities
that “provide mentoring, education and therapeutic treatment to prepare youth for a fresh start
when they re-enter their communities [and] promote learning and development through a wide
range of educational and vocational courses.” Given this focus on rehabilitation and education,
our partnership with C.A. Dillon provides an excellent opportunity to promote our Outreach
Program’s mission of helping members of the community think more carefully about the
practices and commitments that shape their own lives, and to reflect more deeply on their beliefs
and values. This is especially valuable for the students at C.A. Dillon, who consist largely of
students from marginalized and underserved populations. Many of the students at C.A. Dillon
are racial and ethnic minorities, many of these students come from low-income and high-crime
neighborhoods, and many of these students are come from households in which a parent or other
family member also has a current or past criminal conviction. The teachers and staff at C.A.
Dillon are especially excited to have programs—like our philosophy discussion group—that can
help students broaden their own understanding of the possible futures that are available to them.
In 2013-2014, Outreach volunteers held twenty-two hour-long discussions with C.A. Dillon
students. Participants discussed a variety of philosophical issues and issues in practical ethics
including (among others) personal identity, the legalization of marijuana, the existence of God,
free will, special obligations, animal rights, and the obligations of consumers. By paying close
attention to interesting ideas that the students raise in conversation that could form the basis of

future discussions, Outreach volunteers led some especially interesting discussions on aesthetics
and music, guns in schools, and the ethics of ‘snitching’.
As part of PhOCUS, we also will be working to establish new partnerships with local high
schools and community organizations, in order to create new opportunities for underserved and
low-income high-school-aged youth. The Philosophy Outreach Program already has experience
working with several local secondary schools and community organizations serving high-schoolaged youth, and this experience will be incredibly useful, as we continue building new
relationships. Some of the existing partnerships that provide us relevant experience include the
following.
HSEB Coaching Assistance for Local High Schools
The Philosophy Outreach Program has been active in the North Carolina Regional High School
Ethics Bowl competition, since its creation in 2011. The Outreach Program’s main connection to
the HSEB was to coordinate with the organizers of local teams participating in the North
Carolina regional competition, to provide coaching assistance for these teams, and to make sure
that the prospective coaches were adequately trained. Since the beginning, the goal has been to
ensure that we would provide coaching assistance to any local team that requests it. In the first
two years, philosophy graduate students performed that role. In 2012, the Philosophy
department created an undergraduate course, Phil 292 (Pre-College Philosophy), to help meet the
coaching needs. Phil 292 students receive instruction on HSEB rules, regulations, and
competition strategies, and review forms of argumentation and relevant ethical theories. Class
members also work with the instructor and each other to develop the necessary skills and
pedagogical tools to work effectively and cooperatively with high school students and teachers.
Throughout the semester, Phil 292 students take on the responsibility of preparing their assigned
HSEB team for competition, facilitating weekly meetings and organizing mock HSEB
competitions. By helping train young philosophers how to excel in the HSEB, Phil 292 students
take an active role in their own philosophical learning, thereby deepening their own
understanding of practical ethics and moral decision-making, and gaining insights into the extent
to which young people are capable of mature moral reasoning. For the Fall 2013 North Carolina
HSEB regional competition, coaching assistance for six high schools in the triangle area was
provided by Phil 292 participants (including the course instructor). The coaches enjoyed
working with their teams, and the feedback from the high school students and teachers was very
positive.
High School Philosophy and Ethics Clubs
The Philosophy Outreach program has also has a history of working with local student groups, to
promote philosophical engagement. For several years, our Outreach Program has been involved
with a Philosophy Club at Cary Academy (http://www.caryacademy.org/), a private,
coeducational, college-prep day school in Cary, NC, for students in grades 6-12. Outreach

volunteers would attend meetings of the Philosophy Club, where they would introduce a
philosophical topic and then prompt and facilitate discussion about that topic (meetings last for
one hour). Volunteers involved with this program were tasked with keeping discussions on track
and modeling participation in philosophical discourse. Philosophy Outreach Volunteers were
also involved with a local group of homeschool students, dubbed ‘The Triangle Area
Homeschool Ethics Club’. The Homeschool Ethics Club was an outgrowth of an HSEB team
that was fielded by a group of homeschool students. Outreach volunteers met regularly with
these students, and facilitated discussions about abstract ethical questions and concrete moral
dilemmas.
Central Carolina Community College
Central Carolina Community College (http://www.cccc.edu/) is a not-for-profit, two-year college
in Pittsboro, NC, that offers numerous academic and vocational programs, including an adult
high school program and a program to help students earn their GED. Since the spring semester
of 2012, the Philosophy Outreach program has partnered with CCCC to offer regular classroom
philosophy discussions for GED students. The GED program at CCCC serves a diverse group of
students in terms of age, race, and experience; however, a large proportion of these students are
socio-economically disadvantaged and have had limited opportunities for formal education. For
this reason, participating in outreach at CCCC provides an excellent opportunity to promote
philosophical engagement in a traditionally underserved population. Moreover, while the GED
program at CCCC has a largely vocational orientation, the staff there have expressed that it is
important to have opportunities—like our philosophy discussions—that can help to generate a
broader interest in education.
Given our wealth of experience in establishing strong relationships with a variety of community
partners, we believe that we are well-positioned to work with other local schools and community
organizations in order to offer new opportunities for high-school-aged students.
Project Plan and Timeline:
National Outreach Initiatives
In 2014-2015, the NHSEB as a part of PhOCUS plans to developed initiatives for more
inclusivity. We plan to better (i) locate high schools in low-income and underserved areas (also
known as need-based schools), (ii) provide a scholarship to need-based schools for philosophy
preparation materials, technology, and philosophy club/ethics team dues (if required by high
school), and (iii) help finance travel costs to either the team’s regional and/or national
competition. While starting and implementing an ethics team on a national level will be
challenging, the NHSEB will create partnerships/affiliations with University’s philosophy
departments in the area of the need-based schools.
The NHSEB will ensure students who are interest in forming an ethics team have a coach. The
coach can either be a teacher from the high school who is interested in preparing students for the

competition or a volunteer faculty member/graduate student(s) from the affiliated University’s
philosophy department. Once a team is formed with an identified coach, a schedule will be
formed similar to the local outreach HSEB program. Each week the team will meet with their
coach and/or affiliated University volunteers to prepare the student for the competition. During
these meetings, the team would discuss relevant moral theories, identify and discuss the
significant moral dimensions at issue in the various HSEB cases, learn how to craft an effective,
logical argument for their resolution of the case and how to present that argument orally, and
learn how to provide a thoughtful commentary on the opposing teams’ presentation. If
supplemental support is needed and if the team has the necessary technology capabilities, Parr
Center faculty members will provide Skype sessions with the team and coach.
The ultimate goal of PhOCUS, at the national level, is to have need-based school teams compete
at a regional bowl. The team will compete at the nearest regional bowl depending on the high
school’s location. If there is no regional bowl in the team’s area, the Parr Center will use funds
from PhOCUS to provide a travel grant for the team to travel to the nearest state with a regional
bowl. For example, if a need-based team is located in Mississippi, where currently, there is no
regional, the team then will travel to either Arkansas or Tennessee for their regional bowl.
However, if teams formed by PhOCUS are not ready to compete in a regional bowl, the Parr
Center would want to send the need-based teams as spectators to the Nationals. An additional
option is to create an ethics bowl workshop for the schools.
Currently, the Parr Center and NHSEB are examining areas of Los Angeles, specifically high
schools in South Central, and a high school in Worcester, N.Y., that will fit the criteria of
PhOCUS. Our goal for the 2015 NHSEB season is to sponsor at least two need-based high
schools. In the future, with additional financial sponsorship and grants, we hope to sponsor more
low-income teams and provide a more inclusive competition.
Proposed Timeline:
NHSEB timeline for 2014-2015:
● September 1: Regional case set published
● September 8-February 16, 2015: Regional competitions
● December 1: Regionals and small-regional playoffs final
● December 1: Case competition deadline
● February 16: NHSEB field finalized
● February 18: National case set published
● March 3: NHSEB teams have school and personal registration forms returned to NHSEB
● April 10-11: National High School Ethics Bowl in Chapel Hill, N.C.
PhOCUS timeline for 2014-2015:

July-August 2014
● Work with NHSEB Director of Outreach to find high schools to make PhOCUS goals
● Contact high school officials about ethics bowl opportunities
● Contact philosophy departments from Universities near area of high schools to recruit
faculty and graduate student volunteers
● Set-up meetings between high school(s) and affiliated University
September-October 2014
● Confirm at least two high schools to participate
● Recruit and identify students and coaches for teams
● NHSEB, high school team, and affiliated University virtually meet via Skype
● Affiliated University provide training and guidance to coach
October-January 2015
● Monthly check-ins on high school teams and affiliated University
● Develop opportunities for teams to practice mock ethics bowl
● Work with faculty and graduate students from affiliated University to secure supervision,
transportation, and other logistical issues related to the competition.
● NHSEB organize regional competition travel needs (if traveling out-of-state)
February-May 2015
● Continue meeting with teams and affiliated Universities
● Travel arrangements for the Nationals in Chapel Hill, NC
● NHSEB in April
● Gather feedback from students, teams, and affiliated University to assess the program
● Propose plan for 2015-2016 HSEB program with teams and affiliated University
● Start scouting for new high schools to add in PhOCUS
Local Outreach Initiatives
In 2014-2015, we plan to improve our current partnership with C.A. Dillon, by piloting a HSEB
program for its students. Starting a HSEB program in this context is an ambitious undertaking,
and we recognize that our volunteers would face a number of challenges in preparing these
students to be successful in such a competition. However, the C.A. Dillon staff has expressed
their excitement about this possibility, and believe that this activity could have great benefits for
their students.
Each week, two-three outreach volunteers (including UNC undergraduates, graduate students,
and faculty) will meet with C.A. Dillon students, to prepare them for the competition. During
these meetings, the group would discuss relevant moral theories, identify and discuss the
significant moral dimensions at issue in the various HSEB cases, learn how to craft an effective

argument for their resolution of the case and how to present that argument orally, and learn how
to provide a thoughtful commentary on the opposing teams’ presentations. Our goal is to get
C.A. Dillon students to compete against other local high school students in or more of three
venues: (i) in the 2015 North Carolina Regional HSEB competition, (ii) in a local invitational
tournament, or (iii) in informal, one-on-one competitions with local schools.
In 2014-2015, we also plan to expand the opportunities we offer to other high school students in
the area. We will contact administrators and teachers in high schools serving low-income
neighborhoods, home school groups, and other community organizations. Depending on what
best serves their students’ and teachers’ needs, we would (i) help to start HSEB programs, (ii)
help to start a student philosophy club, (iii) provide volunteer support to facilitate occasional or
regular classroom philosophy discussions, or (iv) provide support for teachers and administrators
who are interested in incorporating philosophy into their curriculum. Our goal is to find at least
two new partner schools/organizations in 2014-2015.
Proposed Timeline:
July – August, 2014:
● With the help of our existing staff contacts at C.A. Dillon, recruit teachers from the onsite high school to supervise student research and to help build other necessary skills (e.g.
public speaking skills).
● Offer information/training session for these teachers regarding the rules & regulations of
HSEB competition, and other useful information.
● Reach out to and meet with area high school administrators and teachers, home school
groups, and other community organizations.
● Work with new partners to schedule programs, as appropriate.
August – September, 2014:
● C.A. Dillon staff will recruit students to participate in this competition.
● Recruit outreach volunteers to participate at C.A. Dillon, submit appropriate paperwork
for background checks, organize times for mandated volunteer training & orientation
sessions, meet with volunteers to organize meeting schedules, divide coaching duties and
responsibilities, etc…
● Recruit and assign volunteers for new programs.
September, 2014 – January, 2015:
● Identify possible opportunities for C.A. Dillon students to compete (possibly including
the North Carolina Regional HSEB in Jan. 2015).
● Meet weekly with C.A. Dillon students, to prepare them for competition.
● Work with C.A. Dillon staff to secure supervision, transportation, and other logistical
issues related to the competition.

● C.A. Dillon students will compete against other local schools in HSEB.
● Hold programs with new community partners, as appropriate.
January – May, 2015:
● Gather feedback from C.A. Dillon students & staff, and UNC volunteers, and assess the
pilot program.
● Continue meeting weekly with C.A. Dillon students, either as HSEB meetings or as
general philosophy discussions, as appropriate.
● Hold programs with new community partners, as appropriate.
● Gather feedback regarding new programs from students, teachers, and UNC volunteers;
use this feedback to assess these new programs.
Outreach Plan:
National Outreach Initiatives
As a part of PhOCUS, the Parr Center will employ similar outreach strategies used currently for
the NHSEB. Specifically, we will work with NHSEB’s Director of Outreach, to examine what
areas of the country are missing from our current list of high schools. We will directly contact
regional bowl organizers and coaches to develop locations of need-based high schools. Besides
using our own contacts and affiliations with Universities across the country, the Parr Center will
work closely with the Squire Family Foundation and its outreach networks to best match needbased high schools and Universities to PhOCUS.
PhOCUS will also be advertised on the Parr Center website (http://parrcenter.unc.edu/) as well as
the NHSEB website (http://nhseb.unc.edu/). These web-spaces have high-volume traffic from
educators and other philosophical programs interested in starting an ethics bowl team or regional
bowl. Starting in August 2014, the Parr Center will be creating a newsletter that will be sent to
specific listservs interested in pre-college philosophy, ethics bowls, high school educators, and
philosophy departments. In the newsletter, we will announce the implementation and goal of
PhOCUS. The Parr Center will use social media (Facebook, Twitter) for a larger announcement
to the lay public outside of philosophy and academics.
An additional advertising resource for PhOCUS is presentations at conferences and workshops.
In July 2014, Dr. Boxill and Katelin Kaiser will be attending the “Ethics Bowl Summer
Workshop” presented by the Association for Practical and Professional Ethics. At the workshop,
we will present our project’s purpose and plan to colleagues. Receiving feedback will strengthen
the project’s initiative and provide networking with professionals working in pre-college
philosophy.
Local Outreach Initiatives
We employ a number of strategies to reach out to possible participants for our various programs.
In order to establish new relationships, we will contact prospective partners (including teachers

and high school administrators, local home school groups, community organizations) directly.
Once we have established a program, we work with our community partners to advertise our
programs to their constituencies in the appropriate ways. Depending on the nature of the
program, we have teachers and staff recruit new participants, announce the programs in relevant
newsletters, and use other means of generating participation. We also use our website in order to
help generate awareness of our various outreach initiatives.
Accessibility Plan:
UNC’s Parr Center and Philosophy Outreach Program place a high value on diversity and
inclusiveness. We are committed to working with our community partners to ensure that our
programs are accessible to all, including persons with disabilities. High schools are already
mandated by law to accommodate the special needs of disabled students, and thus the programs
involved in this project will be accessible to such students. We will encourage our community
partners to notify us of any special needs that their students may have, and will seek information
about how we can best meet those needs.
Evaluation Plan:
National Outreach Initiatives
PhOCUS will be assessed in two forms: (i) surveys given to participating students, coaches, and
universities, and (ii) internal evaluation of goals met during the project. After the information is
gathered, the Parr Center will develop a plan to address problems identified by participants and
work to improve these issues for next year. For future years, we will work on how to expand
PhOCUS and include more low-income, underserved high schools.
The survey will base from similar questions given to students and coaches after the national
competition. The survey for PhOCUS will be tailored to challenges and successes that occurred
during the HSEB season (July 2014-May 2015) and what can be improved for incoming high
schools. The survey will contain a mixture of likert-scale, semantic differential scale,
contingency, and open-ended questions.
The internal evaluation of goals will be for the Parr Center and NHSEB. It will be similar to the
evaluation plan for the local outreach initiatives. We will gather information to determine
whether the specific goals articulated in this proposal were achieved, and determine (i) the
factors that enabled us to meet these goals, or (ii) the factors that prevented us from meeting
these goals.
Local Outreach Initiatives
First, we will gather information to make a determination of whether the specific goals
articulated in this proposal were achieved, and a determination of either (i) the factors that
enabled us to meet these goals, or (ii) the factors that prevented us from meeting these goals.
Second, we will solicit feedback from students, teachers, Outreach volunteers, and other relevant

individuals to determine to what extent these programs furthered our Outreach Program’s
broader goals: (i) to help people in the community think carefully and clearly about a broad
range of ideas, commitments, and practices that regularly shape their lives, and (ii) to get them
excited about philosophy. Using all of this information, we will develop a plan to address any
problems that we identify, and work to improve these programs in subsequent years.
Budget:
Total budget:

$4,000

National Outreach Initiatives
Transportation to Regionals/Nationals
Philosophy Club/Ethics Team Dues1
Technology (web camera, timers, recorders)
Materials & Incidentals (philosophy books, etc.)

$2,000
$1,500
$100
$150
$250

Local Outreach Initiatives
Honoraria for graduate student coaches/facilitators2
Transportation
Materials & Incidentals

$2,000
$1,600
$300
$100

1

Some high schools require students to pay a yearly due if involved in an extracurricular activity affiliated with the
school.
2
UNC philosophy faculty members participate in outreach activities on a pro bono basis, while graduate students
receive small honorarium for every outreach event they participate in. UNC undergraduates participate in outreach
either on a volunteer basis, or for credit as part of our Phil 292 (Pre-College Philosophy) course.

