Contact Name:
Email Address:

✔ Yes ☐ No
APA Member? ☐

Only APA members may submit grant applications. Membership will be verified.

Fiscal Agent:
Fiscal Agent Contact Name:
Mailing Address:
Email Address:

Phone Number:

Total Funding Amount Requested:

Proposals over $5,000 normally are not funded.

Project Title:
Abstract:

Maximum 150 words.

Name

Institutional Affiliation

Gaurav Vazirani

Yale University

APA Member?
✔ Yes ☐ No
☐

Paul Henne

Duke University

✔ Yes ☐ No
☐

Kelley Schiffman

Yale University

✔ Yes ☐ No
☐
☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Yes ☐ No

Attach a brief resume for each member of the steering committee (maximum two pages per person) highlighting that
member’s	
  activities	
  and	
  achievements	
  relevant	
  to	
  the	
  project.

1

Provide a brief account of the project's purpose, explaining its benefits for the profession and/or how it involves
community outreach. Attach additional pages as necessary.

The immediate purpose of the project is to create a library of freely accessible philosophy videos
and to provide a publically available catalog of assessments on various topics in philosophy and
in critical thinking.
Our larger vision is to form partnerships with teachers, philosophy clubs, and graduate students
who will use our resources to teach philosophy in classrooms. Many outreach attempts at
bringing philosophy into classrooms ultimately fail due to the large time commitment required in
building lectures, writing assessments, and organizing readings. By creating a library of modular
videos and corresponding assessments, we hope to lower the barrier of entry for these
programs. Thus, although Wi-Phi is an online education portal, we hope that it plays just as
significant of a role in traditional teaching venues.
The success of Wi-Phi has two clear benefits to the profession:
1.
Wi-Phi at Khan Academy can reach an incredible amount of people worldwide. Here are
some key facts about Khan Academy’s reach:
10 million students per month
Accessed in over 200 countries
Videos will eventually be available in over 28 languages
3800 million videos watched through April 1st
4 million assessments completed daily
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relationships already developed in the community. Attach additional pages as necessary.
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-A Trello board for transparent and frictionless interaction between interested contributors and
the organization.
Content (as of 6/25/2014):
-29 total published videos (10 in critical thinking)
-25 audio recordings in our bank scheduled for animation
-34 content contributors (31 faculty, 3 graduate students)
-19 institutions represented by the contributors
Viewership (as of 6/25/2014):
-138,000 total views
-606,000 minutes of video watched (420 days)

2

Attach additional pages as necessary.

Describe how the project will be advertised to the larger philosophical and/or lay public. Attach additional pages as
necessary.
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If the proposal involves public lectures, performances, presentations, or films, describe how the project will be accessible
for disabled persons, including deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired individuals. Attach additional pages as
necessary.

Describe how the project will be assessed at its completion with an eye to what worked and what could be improved.
Attach additional pages as necessary.
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If the proposal includes the creation of a website, complete the following items:

Where will the website be hosted?
Website URL (if known):
Do you want the APA to link to the project website?

☐
✔ Yes ☐ No

If yes, in what page(s) or section(s) on the APA website would you like the link to appear?

Attach additional pages as necessary.

Project
expense item

Anticipated
date(s) of
expense

Budget Amount

Amount
confirmed or
requested from
other sources

Amount
requested
from APA

Assessment CreatorJune
Fellowship
2014 & October
$2,500
2014

$1,500

$1,000

Content Creation Fellowships
June 2014 & October
$9,000
2014

$5,000

$4,000

6,500

5,000

Totals:

Proposals requesting more than $5,000 normally are not funded.
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Appendix 1

Wireless Philosophy Team
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Gaurav Vazirani (Yale): Executive Director
Paul Henne (Duke): Associate Director
Kelley Schiffman (Yale): Content Creator
Damien Rochford (MIT): Content Creator
Ramnath Ravindran: Technology Consultant
Alex Chituc: Squire Fellow
Alex Marmor: Undergraduate Coordinator
Janna Mantua (UMass Amherst): School Liaison
Jacob Stump (University of Toronto): School Liaison
Sherri Lynn Conklin (UCSB): School Liaison

Wireless Philosophy Contributors
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Luvell Anderson: University of Memphis
Alex Byrne: MIT
Stephen Darwall: Yale
Felipe de Brigard: Duke
Tyler Doggett: Vermont
Thomas Donaldson: Stanford
Scott Edgar: Saint Mary’s
Owen Flanagan: Duke
Greg Ganssle: Yale
Caspar Hare: MIT
Matthew Harris: Duke (Critical thinking contributor-Graduate student)
Sally Haslanger: MIT
Paul Henne: Duke (Critical thinking contributor-Graduate student)
Richard Holton: Cambridge
Monte Johnson: UCSD
Justin Khoo: MIT
Joshua Knobe: Yale
Karen Lewis: Columbia
Julia Markovits: Cornell
Shaun Nichols: Arizona
Geoff Pynn: NIU
Agustin Rayo: MIT
Katherine Ritchie: Duke
Michael Della Rocca: Yale
William Salmon: Minnesota-Duluth
Kelley Schiffman: Yale (Critical thinking contributor-Graduate student)
Stephan Schmid: Humboldt-University
Jeff Sebo-NIH

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Andrew Sepielli-Toronto
Nina Strohminger-Duke
Matthew Walker-Yale NUS
Jennifer Wang-Stanford
Christian Wuthrich-UCSD
Timothy Yenter-Mississippi

Squire Family Foundation
P.O. Box 1030
East Northport NY 11731
(631) 662.7645
www.squirefoundation.org
7 July 2014
Dear Amy,
Gaurav Vazirani mentioned that he was applying for a 2014 APA/PDC Prize for
Excellence and Innovation in Philosophy Programs, and I’m writing now to support his
application. I believe that his project, Wi-Phi: Open Access Philosophy (www.wiphi.com), is innovative and has the potential to reach many students.
I met Gaurav Vazirani, the site’s founder, several years ago when he and a fellow
graduate student in philosophy from Yale University designed and implemented a
philosophy program at a New Haven high school – a program that is still going strong.
Even then, Gaurav aspired to introduce many more students to philosophy than could be
reached in any one school, or even in any city. I’ve been in touch with him for the past
three years as he conceived of and refined his ideas for Wi-Phi. I’m also glad to say that
the Squire Family Foundation is supporting his work. Our founder, Gary Squire, was
extremely impressed with the thoroughness and scope of Gaurav’s business plan. Khan
Academy evidently agreed with this assessment since they asked to partner with Gaurav
– a partnership that has already greatly expanded the reach of Wi-Phi.
Wi-Phi combines the best of what online courses have to offer. Gaurav fully understands
and appreciates their potential as an introduction to rather than a substitute for classroom
work. He has already enlisted a distinguished roster of scholars to help him. In short, I
feel that Wi-Phi can have an enormous impact on many students eager to be introduced to
the pleasures of philosophy.
Thank you, and all best wishes,
Roberta
Roberta Israeloff
Executive Director

