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Contact Name:               

Email Address:              

APA Member?  ☐ Yes ☐ No Only APA members may submit grant applications. Membership will be verified. 

Fiscal Agent:               

Fiscal Agent Contact Name:             

Mailing Address:              

               

Email Address:          Phone Number:     

Total Funding Amount Requested:          Proposals over $5,000 normally are not funded. 

Project Title:               

Abstract:  Maximum 150 words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Institutional Affiliation APA Member? 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

  ☐ Yes ☐ No 

Attach a brief resume for each member of the steering committee (maximum two pages per person) highlighting that 
member’s activities and achievements relevant to the project. 

http://www.apaonline.org/?grantfund
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Provide a brief account of the project's purpose, explaining its benefits for the profession and/or how it involves 
community outreach. Attach additional pages as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe the groundwork already laid for the project or, in the case of projects involving community outreach, the 
relationships already developed in the community. Attach additional pages as necessary. 
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Attach additional pages as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe how the project will be advertised to the larger philosophical and/or lay public. Attach additional pages as 
necessary. 
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If the proposal involves public lectures, performances, presentations, or films, describe how the project will be accessible 
for disabled persons, including deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired individuals. Attach additional pages as 
necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe how the project will be assessed at its completion with an eye to what worked and what could be improved. 
Attach additional pages as necessary. 
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If the proposal includes the creation of a website, complete the following items:  

Where will the website be hosted?            

Website URL (if known):             

Do you want the APA to link to the project website? ☐ Yes ☐ No 

If yes, in what page(s) or section(s) on the APA website would you like the link to appear?  

               

Attach additional pages as necessary. 

Project 
expense item 

Anticipated 
date(s) of 
expense 

Budget Amount 

Amount 
confirmed or 

requested from 
other sources 

Amount 
requested  
from APA 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 Totals:    

Proposals requesting more than $5,000 normally are not funded. 



Appendix to Corvino APA Small Grant Application 
 
 
 
Budget: 
 
For some reason, the fillable PDF form provided would populate every row in the “budget” section with 
whatever was entered on the first line; I am therefore providing the budget here.  
 
Project expense 
item 

Anticipated 
Date(s) of 
expense 

Budget Amount Amount 
confirmed or 
requested from 
other sources 

Amount 
requested from 
APA 

Equipment Rental Summer 2016 $1250  $1250 
Camera 
Operation/Production 

Summer 2016 $1500 $1000* $500 

Editing Summer 2016 $1500  $1500 
Graphics/Titles Summer 2016 $300  $300 
Final color correction 
& sound mix 

Summer 2016 $750  $750 

Totals:  $5300 $1000 $4300 
 
 
*This amount will be provided through university funds which I have available as part of a recent 
fellowship grant. 
 
 
 
 
Brief Resume: 
 
 
John Corvino is Professor and Chair of Philosophy at Wayne State University in Detroit. He is 
the co-author (with Maggie Gallagher) of Debating Same-Sex Marriage, and the author of 
What’s Wrong with Homosexuality?, both from Oxford University Press. In conjunction with 
those two books, he created a series of 20 short YouTube videos, filmed by Chase Whiteside. 
His YouTube channel now has 1.2 million views. 
 
In addition to traditional academic venues, Corvino has written for the Huffington Post, the LA 
Times, The New Republic, Commonweal, Salon, and The New York Times. He is the recipient 
of numerous teaching awards, including a 2012 Distinguished Professor of the Year Award from 
the Presidents’ Council of the State Universities of Michigan. He has lectured at more than 200 
universities on ethics, sexuality, and marriage. 
 
Corvino spoke at the 2013 Eastern Division APA meeting on a panel on “Philosophy in a Digital 
Age.” His website is www.johncorvino.com; his full CV is available there. 
 
 

http://www.johncorvino.com/�
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	Contact Name: John Corvino
	Email Address: j.corvino@wayne.edu
	APA Member: Yes
	Fiscal Agent: Wayne State University
	Fiscal Agent Contact Name: Nicole Barber
	Mailing Address 1: Faculty/Administration Building 3222; Wayne State University; Detroit MI 48202
	Mailing Address 2: 
	Email Address_2: nicole.barber@wayne.edu
	Phone Number: 313-577-0561
	Total Funding Amount Requested: $4300
	Project Title: Philosophy YouTube Pilot Series
	Abstract: I propose to create a pilot series of ten short YouTube videos on basic concepts, themes, and arguments in philosophy, building on the success of my current YouTube channel, which has over 1.2 million views. The purpose of this series is to share philosophy using contemporary media.In 2012 and 2013, I created twenty short YouTube videos in conjunction with my books Debating Same-Sex Marriage and What’s Wrong with Homosexuality? The idea was to share the books’ arguments in an accessible, entertaining, and easily shareable format. This new series would include titles such as “Why Study Philosophy?,” “The Euthyphro Question,” “What Does it Mean for an Argument to ‘Beg the Question'?’,” “The Ontological Argument,” "The Fact/Opinion Distinction," and others. The initial pilot series, if successful, would be the model and basis for an ongoing series funded through donations (such as those raised through Kickstarter), university grants and other external support.
	APA Member_2: Yes_2
	undefined: Off
	Steering Committee Name 1: John Corvino
	Institutional Affiliation 1: Wayne State University
	Steering Committee Name 2: 
	Institutional Affiliation 2: 
	Steering Committee Name 3: 
	Institutional Affiliation 3: 
	Steering Committee Name 4: 
	Institutional Affiliation 4: 
	Steering Committee Name 5: 
	Institutional Affiliation 5: 
	Steering Committee Name 6: 
	Institutional Affiliation 6: 
	Project Purpose: The purpose of this series is to demonstrate and share the value of philosophy using the medium of YouTube videos.Philosophy professors sometimes lament that students arrive at college with little to no understanding of philosophy’s content, methods, or value. And it’s not just students: The broader public often has little sense, or a rather warped sense, of what philosophers do. That problem has been alleviated slightly in recent years by blogs such as Daily Nous (whose forum on Rachel Dolezal was  widely shared) and columns  such as the New York Times’ The Stone. But many people don’t like to read, and when they do read they don’t read philosophy blogs or The New York Times. And so it is worth considering other media, including video media such as YouTube..In 2011, as I was working on my book Debating Same-Sex Marriage, I came up with the idea of doing a series of YouTube videos, with a dual purpose: (1) provide a resource for people seeking insight in the marriage debate and (2) promote the book. The series was a great success, and I did a second one for my book What’s Wrong with Homosexuality? My channel now has over 1.2 million views. And since the videos have appeared, several philosopher friends have asked me, “When are you going to do some philosophy videos?”The best way to get a sense of what I propose to do in the philosophy series is to view some of the videos from the two book series. I therefore urge reviewers of this proposal to view my channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/johncorvino. For videos with more philosophical content, I’d suggest viewing “The Definition of Marriage,” “Born this Way?,” and “The Purpose of Sex: Masturbation, Aquinas, and the New Natural Law.” (Note: The gags at the end, after the closing credits, have become a trademark of mine, and I might continue them for this series. They have the advantage of encouraging regular viewers to watch until the very end.)The philosophy series would include titles such as “Why Study Philosophy?,” “The Euthyphro Question,” “What Does it Mean for an Argument to ‘Beg the Question?’,” “Why Be Moral?” “The Ontological Argument,” “The Problem of Evil” “The Fact/Opinion Distinction” and others.  I would want to keep them short (3-4 minutes each) to maximize the likelihood of their being shared and viewed. I see them as a resource not only for everyday internet users, but also for philosophy teachers in the classroom. They would be free and accessible anywhere YouTube is available. I have never “monetized” my YouTube videos; they contain no ads.
	Project Status: I have already begun sketching basic ideas for the topics and scripts. I have an excellent working relationship with Chase Whiteside, who filmed, directed, and edited my previous series. He’s a young documentary filmmaker best known for his work with New Left Media, where he interviewed people at Tea Party rallies and similar events (the videos from his interviews received millions of views, and were shared on The Colbert Report, Jon Stewart, and similar outlets). I also have good relationships with some local Detroit filmmakers. One thing I’ve learned from various video projects with which I’ve been involved is that hiring people who know what they’re doing—not just in terms of technical details but also in terms of their understanding of the medium—makes a big difference in the viability of the finished product. So it’s important to me to hire a good videographer/editor/director: possibly Chase, who has strong interest in working on this series. (You can see examples of his work by looking at my previous series.)
	Project Plan and Timeline: My plan is to film the videos during the summer of 2016, with a media launch planned for fall. I would work on the scripts during the Winter 2016 semester. Using Dropbox, I’d share these (along with rough video “drafts” done on my iPhone) with a core team of fellow philosophers, humorists, media-savvy people and so on, who would provide suggestions on the content and delivery before we do the filming. The actual filming would most likely take place in a single week or two.  Then the videographer would do the editing, color correction, and such.
	Outreach Plan: I now have over 10,000 “followers” on YouTube, over 6800 on Facebook, and over 3000 on Twitter, so I have good social media connections to use for initial sharing of the content. I am a member of the Public Philosophy Network, and I have written for The Philosophers’ Magazine, which would help promote  the project. (I’ve also written for the  The New Republic, The Huffington Post, and The New York Times, which might want to share this at “The Stone.”)As with my past video series, I would send a media release to my contacts at various outlets to launch the project and generate sharing. Of course, I would hope that the APA site would consider linking the series as well.
	Accessibility Plan: YouTube makes it very easy to caption videos for the hearing impaired. For the visually impaired, the audio content would still be accessible.
	Evaluation Plan: My hope is that this series would be the beginning of a much longer project. My core team (described under “Project Plan and Timeline”) could offer comments on the finished project, and of course, YouTube has a “Comments” section where people feel free—sometimes too free—to share their thoughts. I’ve learned a lot from each of my two series thus far and I’m committed to ongoing improvement on this series.
	Where will the website be hosted: my YouTube channel, which currently has over 10k followers and 1.2 million views.
	Website URL: https://www.youtube.com/user/johncorvino
	Do you want the APA to link to the project website: Yes_8
	If yes in what pages or sections on the APA website would you like the link to appear: I would be happy to have the APA share this resource wherever appropriate (perhaps on the new blog, run by Lewis Powell?)
	Project expense item: Please see attached form.
	Date of expense: 
	Budget amount: 
	Amount from other sources: 
	Amount from APA: 
	Totals: 
	Total from other sources: 
	Total from APA: 4300


