Diversity Grant Application
To submit, visit http://www.apaonline.org/divgrant_sub
Submission Deadline: June 30, 201-

Primary Contact Information
Primary Contact Name: Briana Toole
Email Address: briana.toole@gmail.com
APA Member? ☐
✔ Yes ☐ No

Only APA members may submit grant applications. Membership will be verified.

Funding Information
Fiscal Agent: University of Texas at Austin
Fiscal Agent Contact Name: Stephanie Hollub-Fletcher
Mailing Address: Department of Philosophy, 2210 Speedway, WAG 316, Austin, TX 78712
Email Address: stephanie.hollub@austin.utexas.edu
Funding Amount Requested:

☐ $10,000

☐ $20,000
✔

Phone Number: 512-471-5356
☐ Other:

If $20,000, is an alternative budget at the $10,000 level included in your proposal? ☐
✔ Yes ☐ No

Project Information
Title: Corrupt the Youth Summer Philosophy Program Pilot
Abstract:

Abstract may be used by APA in publicity materials related to funded grants. Maximum 150 words.

Corrupt the Youth’s goal is to address the lack of racial diversity in our discipline by means of a r
esidential summer enrichment program for talented high school students interested in philosoph
y. It is a two-week program for 20-24 participants (rising juniors and seniors) consisting of four re
curring philosophy classes, as well as writing workshops and college prep counseling. Our aim i
s to provide high school students from underserved communities a forum in which they can lear
n and practice philosophy as a tool to understand and address the issues they face in their scho
ols and communities.
Most pre-college programs are prohibitively expensive for students in underserved communities
– our program, by contrast, offers free tuition, housing, meals, and transportation for all participa
nts. This program thus has the capacity both to contribute to diversifying the field, and to reduce
the ‘opportunity gap’ between the low-income, minority students we serve and their wealthier pe
Steering
Committee
ers
who have
access to greater opportunities.
Attach a brief CV (maximum two pages) for each person listed, highlighting activities relevant to the project.

Name

Briana Toole

Institutional Affiliation

Baruch College, CUNY

APA
Member?
✔ Yes ☐ No
☐
☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Yes ☐ No
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For all sections following, be concise. If necessary, you may attach additional pages.

Project Description

Provide a brief account of the project, explaining how it will increase diversity and inclusiveness in philosophy.

As the APA has noted, philosophy is the least diverse discipline in the humanities, as measured
by race and gender. Many admirable programs have dealt with the latter, especially working t
o address the pipeline problem – the attrition of women from intro to upperlevel courses, from upper-levelcourses to graduate study, and into the ranks of the profession.
Corrupt the Youth is a philosophy outreach program designed to address the former – the lack
of diversity along the lines of race. Rather than positing the attrition of people of color to a pip
eline problem that begins in the college classroom, we address the attrition that begins well b
efore students enter college.
Corrupt the Youth cultivates an interest in philosophy in high school students, drawing a clear
connection between the study of philosophy and its value in addressing issues in their lives, th
eir school, and their community. In exposing a diverse body of high school students to philoso
phy, Corrupt the Youth aims to increase the number of students from underrepresented backg
rounds that are interested in pursuing undergraduate and graduate careers in philosophy.
There are a few programs that seek to bring philosophy to high school students, but Corrupt t
he Youth is unique in several respects: (i) Corrupt the Youth is one of few programs that is desi
Project
Goalsfor
and
Objectives groups in philosophy, and (ii) Corrupt the Youth is the
gned
specifically
underrepresented
Outline the project’s primary goals and objectives. For projects already underway, describe progress toward achieving
only
program that explores the connection between traditional, philosophical topics and issue
these goals and completing the objectives.
s affecting underrepresented groups.
Corrupt the Youth’s primary goals are (i) to identify a diverse group of promising high school st
udents
who have
anthe
interest
to (ii) cultivate
an interest in
Consequently,
wedemonstrated
believe Corrupt
Youthinisphilosophy,
more likely and
to increase
the representation
ofphi
di
losophy
highversity ininphilosophy
by making a clear connection between philosophy and its usefulness in s
school
tudents’students
lives. in order to increase the number of diverse practitioners working in philosophy
.

In pursuing (i) and (ii), we hope to collect data from performance on sections of the ACT to eval
uate whether concentrated study of philosophy improves test scores; to increase access to phil
osophy for underrepresented groups by providing early exposure to curriculum; and to assess
the pilot for modifications in the future with an eye towards expansion to other regions.
We are in our third-year as an in-school, onesemester long program. We have had uniformly positive reviews from participants and instruc
tors over the past three years. Students have enjoyed their participation in the program, with
many reporting that studying philosophy helped them to realize that they are complex thinker
s, and that it encouraged them to reconsider many of their beliefs and opinions. Several partici
pants from the first year in our program are now in their freshmen year of college and are takin
g courses in philosophy.
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Project Timeline
Provide a timeline of the project’s major activities during the grant term.

Fall 2018 – Corrupt the Youth executive board meets to plan the budget and engage in fundraisi
ng, and to discuss the format for the summer program, as well as to design applications for instr
uctors and for students. Late winter 2018– call for applications (students and instructors). Admis
sions process run by an ad hoc committed appointed by the executive board. Early Spring 2019
- Applicants are notified of admissions decisions, and admitted students are coached through a
cademic and logistical aspects of preparing for the program. Instructors are given guidance abo
ut training sessions and aspects of preparing for the program (syllabus preparation, lesson plan
design). Summer 2018 - Training for instructors; administration of the program, which includes f
inalizing curriculum, reserving rooms at UT Austin, completing necessary waivers, etc. Exit inter
views and surveys are completed by instructors and student participants.

Outreach Plan
Describe how the project will be promoted to the larger philosophical and/or lay public.

Corrupt the Youth has a website (http://corrupttheyouth.org/), a Facebook page, and a Twitter ac
count. We advertise the program and do outreach through the UT Austin Departmental website,
a newsletter to current donors, and through professional websites and blogs (e.g. Daily Nous, F
eminist Philosophers, PLATO, MAP), by word-of-mouth, and in local newspapers. It would be g
reat to if the APA would advertise the program as well.
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Accessibility Plan
If the proposal involves public lectures, performances, presentations, or films, describe how the project will be accessible
for disabled persons, including deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired individuals.

Corrupt the Youth is intended for the benefit of a small group of students students and provides
a small and intense enrichment program in a supportive environment. Consequently, it does not
include public events, which might disrupt this environment. We encourage all students, includi
ng students with disabilities, to apply. Corrupt the Youth is committed to making sure its events
are accessible to all, including those with special needs of any kind. As a public university, UT-A
ustin is legally mandated to accommodate students with disabilities, and thus our program will th
us be accessible to all interested students. We encourage our participants to notify us of any sp
ecial needs that they may have to we can help seek information about how best to accommodat
e those needs.

Evaluation Plan
Describe how the project will be assessed and how success will be measured. This should include both qualitative and
quantitative measures. Funded projects will be required to submit a report evaluating the project on the basis described.

We solicit feedback from participants and instructors about their experience at the conclusion of
the program. We do so using surveys and exit interviews. Anonymous surveys use both open-e
nded and Likert-scale questions. These surveys ask about the impact the program has had on t
heir thinking about education, their sense of themselves as citizens, their interest in philosophy,
their suggestions for improvement, and so on.
In the long term, we will track participants’ interest and involvement with philosophy in the future,
as well as what students do after high school, whether they go on to major and philosophy, and
so on. Participants agree to complete an annual survey so that we may collect longitudinal data
on the evolution of their career plans, so as to measure the effectiveness of the Corrupt the Yout
h program in achieving the goals set out above.
As we are interested in measuring how studying philosophy improves performance on standardi
zed tests like the ACT, we will also have students 1) submit their current test scores prior to begi
nning the program and 2) complete an ACT test at the culmination of the program.
We will also conduct exit interviews with instructors in the program to assess their experience an
d gather information about to improve the program in the future.

Website Plan
If the proposal includes the creation of a website, complete the following items:

Where will the website be hosted? Corrupt the Youth/ UT Department of Philosophy
Website URL (if known): http://corrupttheyouth.org/
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Funding Plan
Describe how the project will be supported financially. Indicate other sources of funding, including funding sought and
funding received/confirmed. If applicable, explain how the project will be funded after the APA grant term ends.

For the past three years, our in-school programs have generously been funded by the UT philos
ophy department and MAP. We will seek funding from these sources for the summer program, a
s well. We have been awarded a grant from PLATO to help fund the summer program, and have
also raised a small amount from independent donors. We are also seeking funding from the Sp
arkPlug foundation, which funds new initiatives. Additionally, we are asking local food trucks and
restaurants to provide occasional meals to help reduce the food budget.
We have been approved for funding from Claremont McKenna College to operate a summer res
idential program for students in the greater-LA area in summers 2020 and 2021.
It can be difficult to find funding for new programs, especially those in the humanities. New progr
ams are easier to implement with some kind of kickstarter funding to prove the viability of the init
iative. Once proven, we’re confident that we can secure funding from donors in the local commu
nity to support future iterations of the program.

Project Budget

In third column, mark amounts requested but not confirmed with an asterisk (*).

Project Expense

Budget Amount

Amount confirmed
or requested* from
other sources

Amount requested
from APA

4 instructors

$6000

$6000

0

1 program coordinator

$1500

$1500

0

24 course packets

$240

0

$240

24 course materials

$240

0

$240

Student Housing ($24/night/room)(12
rooms/14 nights)0
$4032

$4032

Instructor Housing ($48/night/room)
(5 rooms/14 nights)
0
$3360

$3360

Meal Plans ($24.30/person/day) (14
days/29 people) 0
$9865.80

$9865.80

Miscellany

$200

0

$200

$25,437.80

$7,500.00

$17,937.80
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Optional: Alternative Budget and Description
Complete this section only if the budget above totals approximately $20,000 and you wish to provide an alternative plan
at the $10,000 level to be considered if funding at the $20,000 level is not approved.
Describe how the project funded at $10,000 would differ from the project as described earlier in the application.

In the event that funding for Corrupt the Youth is approved for $10,000 level, the institute will co
ntinue as planned. However, rather than a two-week program for 24 students, we will instead inv
ite 10-12 particpants. The revised budget below shows the projected costs for a program with 12
rather than 24 participants.

In third column below, mark amounts requested but not confirmed with an asterisk (*).

Project Expense

Budget Amount

Amount confirmed
or requested* from
other sources

Amount requested
from APA

2 instructors

$3000

$3000

0

1 program coordinator

$1500

$1500

0

12 course packets

$120

$120

0

12 course materials

$120

$120

0

Student Housing ($24/night/room)(6 rooms/14 nights)
$2016

0

$2016

Instructor Housing ($48/night/room) (3 rooms/14$2016
nights)

0

$2016

Meal Plans ($24.30/person/day) (14 days/15 people)
$5103

0

$5103

$200

$200

0

$14075

$4940

$9135

Miscellany

6

Briana Toole
Curriculum Vitae (Updated June 2018)

* briana.toole@utexas.edu
8 http://www.brianatoole.com/

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION
Epistemology, Philosophy of Race and Gender

AREAS OF COMPETENCE
Normative and Metaethics

EMPLOYMENT
2019 – onwards

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Claremont McKenna College

2018 – 2019

Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, Baruch College-CUNY
Inaugural Weissman School of Arts and Sciences Fellow

EDUCATION
2013 – 2018

PhD in Philosophy, University of Texas at Austin
Dissertation: KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL IDENTITY
Sinan Dogramaci (Supervisor)

2017 – 2018

Visiting Scholar, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Funded by the Diversity Predoctoral Fellowship

2010 – 2011

Master of Arts in Philosophy, University of Sheffield
(with distinction)

2006 – 2010

Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, Florida State University
(Magna Cum Laude)

PUBLIC PHILOSOPHY
April 2018

“Corrupting the Public: Philosophy for the People”
MIT Day of Action, Public Session

2016

“The problem of diversity in philosophy: a US perspective,” Op-Ed in Times Higher
Education

2015 – Present

Founder and Director, “Corrupt the Youth” Philosophy Outreach Program – Eastside
Memorial High School, Austin, Texas

2014 – 2015

Writer for the Humanities Minutes Podcast Project, UT Austin College of Liberal Arts
“You Didn’t Start the Fire”, “Corrupt the Youth”, “Thought Experiments”,
“The Battle of the Sexes”, “Color Concepts”, “The Black Man’s Cogito”

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
2017
2015

Pal-Make a Difference Award for Corrupt the Youth. UT Austin
Departmental Nominee for the Livingston Award in Graduate Teaching Excellence
Austin

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
PRIMARY INSTRUCTOR
Spring 2017

PHL 310: Knowledge and Reality, UT Austin

2013 – 2016

PHIL 2301: Philosophy and Ethics, Huston-Tillotson University (x7)
Huston-Tillotson is an historically black college/university (HBCU) located in east
Austin, Texas and serves ~1000 students. I taught as part of the adult-education program,
which grants degrees to non-traditional students pursuing their bachelor’s degree.

Summer 2015

Philosophy of Time, Duke TIP East Campus
The Duke Talent Identification Program (TIP) is a summer residential program for
high school students identified as talented or gifted. I taught 20 students and supervised a
teaching assistant.

TEACHING ASSISTANT
Fall 2016
Spring 2016
Spring 2015
2014 – 2015
Spring 2014

PHL 610QA: Problems of Knowledge and Valuation, UT Austin
PHL 301: Introduction to Philosophy, UT Austin
PHL 301L: Early Modern Philosophy, UT Austin
UGS 303: Medical Ethics UT Austin (x2)
PHL 304: Contemporary Moral Problems, UT Austin

PEDAGOGY
Fall 2015
Spring 2014
Member

Teaching in Philosophy (Michael Tye)
Teaching Fundamentals (Laura Beerits)
American Association of Philosophy Teachers

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICE
2018 – Present
2017 – 2019
2017 – Present
2016 –2017
2015 – 2016
2015
2013 – Present

Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization (PLATO), Member
Appointed Member, APA Graduate Student Council
Society for Analytical Feminism, Member
President, UT Austin’s Minorities and Philosophy (MAP) Chapter
Undergraduate Liaison, UT Austin’s MAP Chapter
Founder, MAP – UT Austin Chapter
American Philosophy Association, Member
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