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Government Documents Related to Health Disparities 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. National healthcare disparities report. 
Rockville, MD: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality; 2004. Publication 05‐0014. 

 
Institute of Medicine. Crossing the quality chasm: a new health system for the twenty‐
first century. Washington DC: Institute of Medicine; 2001.  

 
Smedley BD, Stith AY, Nelson AR. Unequal treatment: confronting racial and ethnic 
disparities in health care. Washington DC: Institute of Medicine: 2002. 

 
United States Department of Health and Human Services. Healthy people 2010: 
understanding and improving health. 2nd edition. Washington DC: Government Printing 
Office; 2000. 
 
 
Resources Specific to Addressing Health Disparities 
 
MEDLINEplus Health Information provides information about population groups 
 
America's Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) and Cultural Competency has a number of 
resources including the “Collection and Use of Race and Ethnicity Data for Quality 
Improvement – 2006 AHIP‐RWJF Survey of Health Insurance Plans: Issue Brief” and 
“AHIP’s Data as Building Blocks for Change: A Data Collection Toolkit for Health 
Insurance Plans/Health Care Organizations.” They also offer “Quality Interactions” 
courses for physicians, nurses, and case managers (cross cultural training courses.) 
 
The Hopkins Center for Health Disparities Solutions (HCHDS) is committed to the 
elimination of health disparities and provides resources, training and research to that 
end.  The Center is the recipient of a 5‐year grant from the National Center on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities of the National Institutes of Health. 
 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine has extensive information related to minority 
health concerns.  It includes racial/ethnic group health‐related links, language resources 
including a link to order National Institutes of Health publications in languages other 
than English, and information 
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National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities, National Institutes of Health 
was created within the NIH to promote minority health and to lead, coordinate, support 
and assess the NIH effort to reduce and ultimately eliminate health disparities. 
 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Agency News and Notes. Available at: 
http://www.ahrq.gov/research/dec04/1204ra34.htm. Accessed: November 1, 2006. 
 
Department of the U.S. Treasury. The Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 (PL 108‐173). 
Available at: www.ustreas.gov/offices/public‐affairs/hsa/pdf/pl108‐173.pdf. Accessed: 
November 1, 2006.  

 
ECHO. The UNC Program on Ethnicity, Culture and Health Outcomes. Available at: 
http://echo.unc.edu:9035/research/funding.htm . Accessed November 1, 2006. 

 
National Center for Health Statistics. Activities of Daily Living by Racial Status. Available 
at: http//www.cdc.gov/nchs/. Accessed July 1, 2005. 

 
National Institutes of Health. National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities. 
Available at: http://ncmhd.nih.gov/. Accessed June 20, 2005.  

 
National Institutes of Health. Office of Minority Health and Research. Available at: 
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/funding/minorities_and_disabilities.htm.  Accessed October 
30, 2006.  

 
The National Institutes of Health. Addressing Health Disparities: The NIH Program of 
Action. Available at: http://healthdisparities.nih.gov/whatare.html Accessed November 
27, 2006. 

 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Office of Minority Health: Funding 
Opportunities. Available at:  
http://www.omhrc.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlID=1. Accessed: November 1, 
2006.  

 
 
Research and Grant Resources 
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality of the US Department of Health and 
Human Resources presents numerous resources including a recent report, Setting the 
Agenda for Research on Cultural Competence in Health Care. 
 
California Pan‐Ethnic Health Network out of California provides links to cultural 
resources as well as links to potential funding agencies such as the Commonwealth 
Fund, the Kaiser Foundation, the California Endowment, and the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. 
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Health Disparities Articles 

Bell J, Standish M. Communities and health policy: A pathway for change. Health Aff. 2005 

2005;24(2):339-42.  

Bhandari VK, Kushel M, Price L, Schillinger D. Racial disparities in outcomes of inpatient stroke 

rehabilitation. Arch Phys Med Rehabil. 2005 11;86(11):2081-6.  

Brothers TE, Robison JG, Sutherland SE, Elliott BM. Racial differences in operation for 

peripheral vascular disease: Results of a population-based study. Cardiovascular Surgery. 

1997;5(1):26-31.  

Callum C. A process of curriculum development: Meeting the needs of a community and a 

professional physical therapists education program. J PHYS THER EDUC. 2007;22(2):18-28.  

Doescher MP, Saver BG, Franks P, Fiscella K. Racial and ethnic disparities in perceptions of 

physician style and trust. Archives of Family Medicine. 2000;9(10):1156-63.  

Duffy PA. Holes in the health care safety net: Voices of the underserved. J PHYS THER EDUC. 

2006 2006;20(3):67-72.  

Dunlop DD, Manheim LM, Song J, Sohn M, Feinglass JM, Chang HJ, et al. Age and racial/ethnic 

disparities in arthritis-related hip and knee surgeries. Med Care. 2008 02;46(2):200-8.  

Feinglass J, Rucker-Whitaker C, Lindquist L, McCarthy WJ, Pearce WH. Racial differences in 

primary and repeat lower extremity amputation: Results from a multihospital study. Journal of 

Vascular Surgery. 2005;41(5):823-9.  

Fiscella K, Franks P, Doescher MP, Saver BG. Medical Care. 2002;40(1):52-9.  

Fiscella K, Franks P, Gold MR, Clancy CM. Inequalities in racial access to health care. JAMA. 

2000;284(16):2053.  

Fowler K. PTs confront minority health and health disparities. PT MAG PHYS THER. 2004 

05;12(5):42-7.  

Gornick ME, Eggers PW, Reilly TW, Mentnech RM, Fitterman LK, Kucken LE, et al. Effects of 

race and income on mortality and use of services among medicare beneficiaries. New England 

Journal of Medicine. 1996;335(11):791-9.  
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Harris DR, Andrews R, Elixhauser A. Racial and gender differences in the use of procedures for 

black and white hospitalized adults. Ethnicity and Disease. 1997;7(2):91-105.  

Hart T, Whyte J, Polansky M, Kersey-Matusiak G, Fidler-Sheppard R. Community outcomes 

following traumatic brain injury: Impact of race and preinjury status. J Head Trauma Rehabil. 

2005 2005;20(2):158-72.  

Heisler M, Smith DM, Hayward RA, Krein SL, Kerr EA. Racial disparities in diabetes care 

processes, outcomes, and treatment intensity. Med Care. 2003 11;41(11):1221-32.  

Hoenig H, Rubenstein L, Kahn K. Rehabilitation after hip fracture -- equal opportunity for all? 

Arch Phys Med Rehabil. 1996;77(1):58-63.  

Horner RD, Swanson JW, Bosworth HB, Matchar DB. Effects of race and poverty on the 

process and outcome of inpatient rehabilitation services among stroke patients. Stroke. 2003 

04;34(4):1027-31.  

Jiang HJ, Andrews R, Stryer D, Friedman B. Racial/ethnic disparities in potentially preventable 

readmissions: The case of diabetes. Am J Public Health. 2005 09;95(9):1561-7.  

Johnson MP, Maritz CA, Lefever G. The mercy circle of care: An interdisciplinary, multi-

institutional collaboration to promote community health and professional education. J PHYS 

THER EDUC. 2006 2006;20(3):73-9.  

Karter AJ, Ferrara A, Liu JY, Moffet HH, Ackerson LM, Selby JV. Ethnic disparities in diabetic 

complications in an insured population. JAMA. 2002 05/15;287(19):2519.  

Krause JS, Sternberg M, Maides J, Lottes S. Employment after spinal cord injury: Differences 

related to geographic region, gender, and race. Archives of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation. 

1998;79(6):615-24.  

Krause JS, DeVivo MJ, Jackson AB. Health status, community integration, and economic risk 

factors for mortality after spinal cord injury. Arch Phys Med Rehabil. 2004 11;85(11):1764-73.  

Lefebvre K, Lattanzi JB. Health disparities and physical therapy: A literature review and 

recommendations. HPA RESOURCE. 2007 04;7(1):J1-10.  

Lefebvre K, Lattanzi JB. Health disparities and physical therapy: A literature review and 

recommendations. HPA RESOURCE. 2007 04;7(1):J1-10.  
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Lin JJ, Kaplan RJ. Multivariate analysis of the factors affecting duration of acute inpatient 

rehabilitation after hip and knee arthroplasty. Am J Phys Med Rehabil. 2004 05;83(5):344-52.  

Lurie N, Jung M, Lavizzo-Mourey R. Disparities and quality improvement: Federal policy levers. 

Health Aff. 2005 2005;24(2):354-64.  

Mayer-Oakes SA, Hoenig H, Atchison KA, Lubben JE, De Jong F, Schweitzer SO. Patient-

related predictors of rehabilitation use for community-dwelling older americans. Journal of the 

American Geriatrics Society. 1992;40(4):336-42.  

Rao D, Debb S, Blitz D, Choi S, Cella D. Racial/Ethnic differences in the health-related quality 

of life of cancer patients. Journal of Pain and Symptom Management. 2008;36(5):488-96.  

Saver BG, Doescher MP, Symons JM, Wright GE, Andrilla CH. Racial and ethnic disparities in 

the purchase of nongroup health insurance: The roles of community and family-level factors. 

Health Serv Res. 2003 02;38(1):211-31.  

Scott L, Ben-Or K, Allen JK. Why are women missing from outpatient cardiac rehabilitation 

programs? A review of multilevel factors affecting referral, enrollment, and completion. J 

WOMENS HEALTH (15409996). 2002 11;11(9):773-91.  

Stineman MG, Ross RN, Hamilton BB, Maislin G, Bates B, Granger CV, et al. Inpatient 

rehabilitation after stroke: A comparison of lengths of stay and outcomes in the veterans 

affairs and non-veterans affairs health care system. Med Care. 2001 02;39(2):123-37.  

van Ryn M. Research on the provider contribution to race/ethnicity disparities in medical care. 

Med Care. 2002 02/;40(1):I,140-i-151.  

van Ryn M, Fu SS. Racial/ethnic bias and health. paved with good intentions: Do public health 

and human service providers contribute to racial/ethnic disparities in health? Am J Public 

Health. 2003 02;93(2):248-55.  

Ward E, Jemal A, Cokkinides GK, Cardinez AG, Ghafoor A, Thun M. Cancer disparities by 

race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status. CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians. 2004;54(78):93.  

Williams DR. African-american health: The role of the social environment. Journal of Urban 

Health. 1998;75(2):300-21.  

Woodard LD, Hernandez MT, Lees E, Petersen LA. Racial differences in attitudes regarding 

cardiovascular disease prevention and treatment: A qualitative study. Patient Educ Couns. 

2005 05;57(2):225-31.  
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Wynn K, Reynolds JP. On cultural diversity, anthropology, and physical therapy... harris 

sussman, PhD. PT MAG PHYS THER. 1994 10;2(10):46-9.  

 
Bibliography of Books Relevant to Health and Healthcare Disparities 

Abraham LK. Mama might be better off dead: The failure of health care in urban america. 

Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press; 1993.  

Con Drehle D. Triangle: The fire that changed america. New York, NY: Grove/Atlantic Inc.; 

2003.  

Davis D. When smoke ran like water: Tales of environmental deception and the battle against 

pollution. New York, NY: Basic Books; 2003.  

Diamond JM. Guns, germs, and steel. the fate of human societies. New York, NY: WW Norton 

& Co; 1999.  

Kidder T. Mountains beyond mountains: The quest of dr. paul farmer. A man who would cure 

the world. New York, NY: Random House; 2003.  

LeBlanc AN. Love, drugs, trouble, and coming of age in the bronx. New York, NY: Scribner; 

2003.  

Woodson CG. Miseducation of the negro. Trenton, NJ: First Africa World Press; 1998.  

Video / DVD Resources for Teaching about Health and Healthcare Disparities 
 
1. Frontline PBS site: A Class Divided (the Blue eye, Brown Eye piece) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/divided/etc/view.html. 
It is about an Iowa schoolteacher who, the day after Martin Luther King Jr. was 
murdered in 1968, gave her third‐grade students a first‐hand experience in the meaning 
of discrimination. This is the story of what she taught the children, and the impact that 
lesson had on their lives. 
 
2. Film by Lee Mun Wah, Color of Fear.  Examines the pain and anguish that racism has 
caused in the lives of North American men of Asian, European, Latin and African 
descent. Out of their confrontations and struggles to understand and trust each other 
emerges an emotional and insightful portrayal into the type of dialogue most of us fear, 
but hope will happen sometime in our lifetime.  
 
3. Film by Shakti Butler, Mirror of Privilege: making whiteness visible.  
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Features the up close and personal stories of white activists and their ongoing journeys 
of transformation. Participants will talk about being unconscious about their learned 
and internalized sense of white supremacy. They will share what was required and what 
actions they took to move through the common first stages of denial, defensiveness, 
guilt, fear and shame into making solid commitments towards ending racism. The video 
uses art, theatre, movement, photographs and music to amplify stories that share richly 
varied experiences and life processes informed by deep reflection and social justice 
action.  
 
4. Harvard IAT's "Project Implicit "  https://Implicit.harvard.edu. Presents validated tests 
that reveal bias on a variety of topics. 
 
Additional Websites and Readings Pertaining to Teaching Culture & Health 
Judy Helfand, “Constructing Whiteness”:  
http://academic.udayton.edu/race/01race/white11.htm 


