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(a)  A person who shows to the satisfaction of the State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Professional Surveyors that he or she is a person over twenty-one (21) years of age is eligible for licensure as a professional surveyor if he or she qualifies under one (1) of the following provisions:
(1)  A person holding a certificate of licensure to engage in the practice of land surveying issued to him or her on the basis of a written examination by proper authority of a state, territory, possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign country, based on requirements and qualifications as shown on his or her application that in the opinion of the board are equal to or higher than the requirements of this chapter may be licensed at the discretion of the board;
(2)  (A)  A graduate from an approved engineering curriculum with sufficient surveying courses or a surveying technology curriculum of two (2) years or more approved by the board, followed by at least two (2) years of land surveying that must be surveying experience of a character satisfactory to the board, who has passed a written examination designed to show that he or she is qualified to practice land surveying in this state, may be licensed if he or she is otherwise qualified.
(B)  Each year of teaching land surveying in an approved engineering or surveying curriculum may be considered as equivalent to one (1) year of land surveying experience; or
(3)  (A)  An applicant who cannot qualify under subdivision (a)(2) of this section and who has six (6) years or more of active experience in land surveying of a character satisfactory to the board and who has passed a written examination designed to show that he or she is qualified to practice land surveying may be granted a certificate of licensure to practice land surveying in this state if he or she is otherwise qualified.
(B)  Each year of satisfactory work in an approved engineering or engineering technology curriculum majoring in surveying may be considered as one (1) year of experience in land surveying, but not exceeding two (2) years.
(b)  Effective January 1, 2017, an applicant for licensure as a professional surveyor shall qualify under one (1) of the following provisions:
(1)  (A)  A graduate holding a baccalaureate degree from a curriculum of four (4) years or more who has completed at least thirty (30) semester credit hours or the equivalent, as approved by the board, in courses involving land surveying, mapping, and real property, as approved by the board, followed by along with three (3) years or more of experience in responsible charge of land surveying under the supervision of a professional surveyor, of which a minimum of one and one-half (1.5) years must follow the date of conferment of the degree, and who has passed an examination for certification as a surveyor intern shall be admitted to sit for a written examination in a form approved by the board.
(B)  An applicant who is otherwise qualified shall be granted licensure as a professional surveyor upon passing the written examination; or
(2)  (A)  A graduate holding an associate of science degree in surveying or an associate of applied science in surveying degree from a program approved by the board or its equivalent, as approved by the board, followed by along with six (6) years or more of experience in responsible charge of land surveying under the supervision of a professional surveyor, of which a minimum of three (3) years must follow the date of conferment of the degree, and who has passed an examination for certification as a surveyor intern shall be admitted to sit for a written examination in a form approved by the board.
(B)  An applicant who is otherwise qualified shall be granted licensure as a professional surveyor upon passing the written examination.
(c)  A person shall be eligible for licensure as a surveyor intern if he or she qualifies under one (1) of the following provisions:
(1)  A person holding a certificate of licensure as a surveyor intern issued to him or her on the basis of a written examination by proper authority of a state, territory, possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign country, based on requirements and qualifications as shown on his or her application, which requirements and qualifications, in the opinion of the board, are equal to or higher than the requirements of this chapter, may be licensed as a surveyor intern at the discretion of the board;
(2)  A graduate from an approved engineering curriculum with sufficient surveying courses, or a surveying technology curriculum of two (2) years or more, approved by the board, who has passed a written examination designed to show that he or she is proficient in surveying fundamentals, may be licensed if he or she is otherwise qualified; or
(3)  (A)  An applicant who cannot qualify under subdivision (c)(2) of this section and who has four (4) years or more of active experience in land surveying of a character satisfactory to the board and who has passed a written examination designed to show that he or she is proficient in surveying fundamentals may be licensed if he or she is otherwise qualified.
(B)  Each year of satisfactory work in an approved engineering or engineering technology curriculum majoring in surveying may be considered as one (1) year of experience in land surveying, but not exceeding two (2) years.
(d)  Effective January 1, 2017, an applicant for licensure as a surveyor intern shall qualify under one (1) of the following:
(1)  (A)  A graduate holding or a student enrolled in the last year of a program leading to a baccalaureate degree from a curriculum of four (4) years or more who has finished at least thirty (30) semester credit hours, or the board-approved equivalent, in courses approved by the board involving land surveying, mapping, and real property shall be admitted to sit for a written examination in a form approved by the board.
(B)  An applicant who is qualified shall be granted licensure as a surveyor intern on:
(i)  Passing the written examination; and
(ii)  Providing proof of graduation with a board-approved baccalaureate degree; or
(2)  (A)  A graduate holding or student enrolled in the last year of a program leading to an associate of science or an associate of applied science degree in surveying from a program approved by the board shall be admitted to sit for a written examination in a form approved by the board.
(B)  An applicant who is qualified shall be granted licensure as a surveyor intern on:
(i)  Passing the written examination; and
(ii)  Providing proof of graduation with a board-approved associate of science or associate of applied science degree.
History
Acts 1967, No. 101, § 4; 1977, No. 807, § 2; A.S.A. 1947, § 71-2304; Acts 2005, No. 1178, § 12; 2009, No. 392, § 1; 2009, No. 444, § 7; 2011, No. 898, § 2; 2019, No. 990, §§ 53, 54.
Amended by Act 2019, No. 990, §§ 53, 54, effective July 24, 2019.
Source note
This is a clean convenience copy of Arkansas Code § 17-48-203 as published in the 2025 Arkansas Code of 1987 compilation. The last legislative amendment to this section is Act 2019, No. 990. The 2024 and 2025 compiled editions contain the same statutory language.
The 2025 Regular Session did amend Chapter 48, but not this section. Act 99 of 2025 added A.C.A. § 17-48-305 (surveyor entry onto a commercial poultry farm), effective August 5, 2025. That new section is separate from the qualifications rules in § 17-48-203.
This document is not the official bound volume of the Arkansas Code. For official or certified text, consult the Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research or an official annotated code publisher. Board rules implementing this section appear separately in the Code of Arkansas Rules, 17 CAR § 285-305.
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