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A LIFETIME FOCUS
ON IMPROVING
SERVICE DELIVERY
IN SA

Professor Kevin Wall received the National Science and Technology Forum
(NSTF) -South32 Lifetime Award at the 20th annual award ceremony. The
NSTF awards are seen as the “Science Oscars” recognising, celebrating and
rewarding excellence in science, engineering, technology and innovation
in South Africa. The awards are the largest and most comprehensive
national awards of their kind.
Prof Wall is a civil engineer and town planner with a lifetime focus on
improving service delivery in South Africa. He has also been dedicated to
drawing attention to the need for infrastructure maintenance.
In 2017 Prof Wall received the Gold Medal of the South African Institute of
Civil Engineering (SAICE) for his outstanding individual contribution to the
industry and profession of civil engineering.
Prof Wall’s work ranged from skills development, infrastructure
maintenance and service delivery, including report cards on national
infrastructure, involvement in changing policies and working on
community and international projects among other. His success is much
deserved as a result of his lifetime commitment to his profession.
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LECTURER RECEIVE PHD
Dr Hennie van Heerden received his PhD at
UP’s spring graduation ceremony in September
2018. His PhD is titled "The road to purpose-fit
selection of the construction manager".
In his thesis he did a multidisciplinary study
incorporating construction management
psychology. He proposed a construction
management profile and skill set that is
essential in order for managers to perform well
and remain within the construction industry.
The construction industry is currently
experiencing an exodus of skilled managers,
creating a knowledge gap. The South African
Personality Inventory (SAPI) was used to test the
profile of construction management students
and interviews were conducted with industry
specialists.

The outcome of this research offers a
suggested construction management profile
for future student selection at tertiary level.
Improved selection will lead to a profile fit
workforce, thereby decreasing the current
managerial exodus. The proposed profile
can be recommended for future
implementation.

ASAQS GOLD MEDAL AWARD
The Association of South African Quantity Surveyors
(ASAQS) Gold Medal Award is awarded to a student in their
final academic year, whose academic achievements are of
outstanding merit and whose personal qualities promise to
positively contribute to the profession. The Gold Medal
Award is awarded at a national level to one BSc (Hons)
graduate, as well as one B.Tech graduate.
Academically, nominees should have completed their
studies in the minimum number of years without failing or
repeating any subject. Other assessment criteria, includes
extramural activities, contribution to community, social
responsibility, personality and leadership qualities.
The University of Pretoria’s nominee this year was Ms
Carmen Wolmarans who completed her Quantity Surveying
studies in 2017. Ms Wolmarans was awarded second place.
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The 2018 student study tour to Malaysia took place from
21 – 29 September 2018, Mr Derick Booyens and Dr Hennie
van Heerden accompanied six BSc(Hons) Construction
Management students to Kuala Lumpur to visit the
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM).
During this tour various infrastructure projects in and
around Kuala Lumpur were visited together with students
from UTM. These visits included the RM2 billion
(approximatley R6.6 billion) Pengurusan water purification
plant as well as the Pantai 2 Regional Sewage treatment
plant, the only one of its sort, in the world (see photos
below).
Other visits included a visit to a private quantity surveying
company employing Building Information Modelling (BIM)
as tool to do cost control on projects and a visit to the
International Islamic University Malaysia’s department of
Construction Economics.
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study tour

2018 MALAYSIA STUDY TOUR

EBIT WEEK

2018

EBIT week is hosted annualy by the EBIT faculty to give grade
10 to 12 scholars exposure to the various degrees on offer. The
Department of Construction Economics participated in
hosting the built environment student group and specifically
introducing the programmes Construction Management,
Quantity Surveying and Real Estate. During EBIT week the
scholars had the opportunity to listen to talks by industry
professionals, visit the Javett Art Center currently under
construction and explored the architecture, history and
landmarks of Pretoria CBD. The scholars also visited the
community projects of the architecture students in Mamelodi.

CONSTRUCTION EXPO
The African Construction and Totally Concrete Expo is the
annual meeting point for all professionals from the
construction industry with more than 200 local and
international exhibitors showcasing their latest innovations.
The EBIT faculty was invited to attend the expo as
exhibitors this year. The Department of Construction
Economics participated in this initiative and attended the
expo to network and meet with industry stakeholders.

EBIT GOLF DAY
Students from the Department of Construction
Economics participated in this year's EBIT golf
day. In the team competition our student
teams came 9th and 10th overall. When the
individual scores were evaluated the overall
first and second place went to the Sheard
brothers. Lieben Sheard walked away with the
first prize and his younger brother Owen
Sheard came second.

AIB VISIT
On 23 November the HOD of the Department of Construction
Economics, Prof Benita Zulch, visited the Australian Institute of
Building (AIB) National Office in Canberra to meet with CEO
Greg Hughes, National President David Burnell and
Constructing Our World Coordinator Dr Robyn Hardy to discuss
industry concerns, conference updates and academia. Prof
Zulch also received a fellowship award from the AIB. Both
parties look forward to continuing to work together in 2019.
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