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Introduction
This federal aid primer describes the federal grant programs that benefit New York State’s preschool, elementary,
and secondary education students. Based on data from the US Department of Education and the New York State
Education Department, it presents dollar amounts and purposes for each grant for school year 2017-18, the latest
year for which complete data are available. It examines the change in funding from school year 2016-17 to 2017-18
and provides basic information about federal funding, such as where data on individual schools can be found and
when schools and districts receive their funding.

How much federal aid does New York State receive for the
benefit of students in public school districts?
Federal aid to benefit New York State public school students is reported to be almost $3.8 billion for school year
2017-18. Of this, $2.7 billion is for elementary and secondary education programs1 and $1.1 billion is for child
nutrition programs provided by the US Department of Agriculture. See Appendix A.

What are the purposes and funding amounts (in order by type
of grant) of federal aid programs that benefit New York State
public school students?
Child Nutrition
$1.1 billion
New York State receives federal funds from the Department of Agriculture for child nutrition programs. The
purpose is to assist states, through cash grants and food donations, in providing nutritious meals for school
children and to encourage the domestic consumption of nutritious agricultural commodities.2
Projected statewide dollar amounts are:
National School Lunch
Special Milk Program
After School Snack Program
School Breakfast Program
Summer Food Service Program for Children
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

CFDA 10.555
CFDA 10.556
CFDA 10.558
CFDA 10.553
CFDA 10.559
CFDA 10.582

$760 million
$403,725
$23 million
$255 million
$46 million
$7 million

Education for the Disadvantaged
College- and Career-Ready Students (Title I, Grants to LEAs)
CFDA 84.010
$1.2 billion
Title I, Part A (Title I) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended, provides financial
assistance to local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools with high numbers or high percentages of children
from low-income families to help ensure that all children meet challenging state academic standards.3
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Migrant Student Education
CFDA 84.011
$9 million
These grants assist states in ensuring that migratory children have the opportunity to meet the same challenging
state content and performance standards that all children are expected to meet.
Neglected and Delinquent Children and Youth Education
CFDA 84.013
$3.4 million
These grants help states to provide educational continuity for neglected and delinquent children and youth
in state-run institutions for juveniles and in adult correctional institutions, so that these youth can make
successful transitions to school or employment once they are released.

Education of Children with Disabilities
Special Education Grants to States
CFDA 84.027
$781 million
To provide grants to states to assist them in providing special education and related services to all children with
disabilities.
Special Education Preschool Grants
CFDA 84.173
$33 million
The Preschool Grants program provides formula grants to states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico to
make available special education and related services for children with disabilities aged 3 through 5.
Early Intervention Grants for Infants with Disabilities and Their Families
CFDA 84.181
$26 million
To provide grants to states to assist them to implement and maintain a statewide, comprehensive, coordinated,
multidisciplinary, interagency system to make available early intervention services to infants and toddlers with
disabilities and their families.4

Impact Aid
Impact Aid Basic Support Payments
CFDA 84.041
$48 million
To provide financial assistance to local educational agencies (LEAs) affected by federal activities, i.e., where
the tax base of a district is reduced through the federal acquisition of real property (Section 8002, ESEA), and
where the presence of certain children living on federal property places a financial burden on the LEAs that
educate them (Sections 8003 and 8007(b), ESEA).
Impact Aid Payments for Children with Disabilities
$730,622
Section 7003 grants5 help educate federally connected children. These may be the children of members of
the uniformed services, children who live on Indian lands, children who live on federal property or federally
subsidized low rent housing, and children whose parents work on federal property. Section 7003 grants include
4
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additional payments for children with disabilities for federally connected children who are eligible under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Other Elementary and Secondary Education Programs
Effective Teachers and Leaders State Grants
CFDA 84.305A
$153 million
To support school districts and charter schools utilizing, as part of their implementation of an APPR plan, a
comprehensive approach to the recruitment, development, support, retention, and equitable distribution of
effective teachers and school leaders.6
English Learner Education
CFDA 84.365
$60 million
This program is designed to improve the education of children and youth who are English learners by helping
them to learn English and meet challenging state academic content and student academic achievement
standards. The program also provides enhanced instructional opportunities for immigrant children and
youths. Funds are distributed to states based on a formula that takes into account each state’s share of English
learners and immigrant students.7
Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act Funds
CFDA 84.051
$51 million
To provide support, directly or through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, for research, development,
demonstration, dissemination, evaluation, assessment, capacity-building, and technical assistance activities
aimed at improving the quality and effectiveness of career and technical education programs.
Assessing Achievement
CFDA 84.368
$15 million
To enhance the quality of assessment instruments and systems used by states for measuring the achievement
of all students.
Homeless Children and Youth Education
CFDA 84.196
$6 million
These grants are part of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act to ensure that all homeless children and
youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education available to other children.
Rural And Low-Income Schools Program
CFDA 84.358B
$2.3 million
To address the needs of rural, low-income schools.
Small, Rural School Achievement Program
CFDA 84.358A
$2.1 million
The purpose of this program is to provide financial assistance to rural districts to assist them in meeting their
state’s definition of adequate yearly progress.8
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Indian Student Education
CFDA 15.130
$1.8 million
To fund programs that meet the unique and specialized needs of eligible Indian students.
Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants
$166 million
CFDA 84.403
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, provides funds to states and districts to
improve the quality of their teachers and administrators in order to raise student achievement.9 These funds
are provided through ESEA Title II, Part A (“Improving Teacher Quality State Grants – Subgrants to LEAs”).
Under ESEA, states can use funds for a variety of teacher quality activities in any subject area.
21st Century Community Learning Centers
CFDA 84.287
$88 million
This program supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment
opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and lowperforming schools.
Student Support and Academic Enrichment State Grants
CFDA 84.424A
$30 million
These grants10 are intended to increase the capacity of state educational agencies, local educational agencies,
schools, and local communities to: 1) provide all students with access to a well-rounded education, 2) improve
school conditions for student learning, and 3) improve the use of technology in order to improve the academic
achievement and digital literacy of all students (ESEA section 4101).
Immigrant Education (Title IIIA)
CFDA 84.365
$8.9 million
LEAs must use the immigrant subgrant of Title IIIA to provide enhanced supplemental instructional
opportunities for immigrant children and youth.11

Do all grants flow through the State Education Department?
No. Payments of Impact Aid flow from the federal government directly to the local education agency.

How has federal funding changed from school year 2016-17 to
2017-18?
Federal funding to elementary and secondary education increased slightly (0.6 percent).12 Some grants were not
funded (School Improvement Programs, Mathematics and Science Partnerships, and Impact Aid for Construction),
and four grants were reduced (Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants, Migrant Education, 21st Century
Community Learning Centers, and State Assessment).
Several grant programs experienced increases. These included Title I grants to LEAs (2.7 percent increase),
6
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Neglected and Delinquent grants (1.2 percent), Impact Aid for Basic Support (1.2 percent), Rural and Lowincome Schools Program (27.5 percent), the Small Rural School Achievement Program (8.5 percent), Homeless
Children and Youth Education (21.9 percent), English Language Acquisition (4.3 percent), special education
(school age) (0.3 percent), special education (preschool) (8.6 percent), and special education grants for infants
and families (6.3 percent).

How much of total education revenues come from federal
sources?
In New York State, estimated 2016-17 public education funding comes from three sources: approximately four
percent from federal sources, 41 percent from State formula aids and grants (of which four percent is for state
payments for local tax relief), and 55 percent from revenues raised locally.13

Where can I find grant award amounts for specific schools and
districts?
At the New York State Education Department’s website: http://www.oms.nysed.gov/cafe/reports/. You can enter
the school or district name and see all federal and state grants awarded to the entity that are processed through the
New York State Education Department.

When do schools or districts receive their funds?
The federal agency (US Department of Education or US Department of Agriculture for example) sends an award
letter to the New York State Education Department for each grant following federal budget approval. NYSED
notifies school districts of the availability of funds and school districts apply for grants in accordance with
application specifications. NYSED reviews and approves applications it receives and sends the local education
agencies an award letter, after which it can draw down funds in accordance with grant guidelines. Some grants
provide an automatic first payment (such as 20 percent) while others reimburse agencies only after they submit
evidence that they have spent the funds.
NYSED further reports on its website14:
Funding cycles for federal and state grants
All federal and state grant programs adhere to annual funding cycles, although there are significant differences
between the state and federal funding calendars. The federal fiscal year runs from October 1 through September
30, although most federal programs are “forward funded” by the federal government and thereby made available
to the states on July 1, prior to the start of the federal fiscal year. In addition, most federal grants are governed by
carryover provisions, which extend the life of an appropriation for an additional year. Thus, most programs funded
through the US Department of Education have an appropriation life of 27 months.
In order to manage local grants projects effectively and identify expenditure and carryover funds on a local and
statewide basis, most federal grants to local agencies are awarded on an annual cycle. In fact, most grants are funded
on a school year basis of September 1 through August 31, although certain programs may operate on a July 1
through June 30 basis. The State Education Department (SED) also has the option to fund projects for a shorter
length.
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The state fiscal year runs from April 1 through March 31. Unlike federal programs, state programs do not have
carryover provisions unless specifically authorized by the state legislature. While state funds may be disbursed up
until August 31 following the end of the fiscal year, the limited appropriation life does impose severe restrictions
on the time permitted for operation and closeout of individual projects. Thus, in order to manage state funds
effectively, local grants are confined to a July 1 through June 30 cycle with the exception of special legislative
projects which can run through July 31 when necessary. Again, as with federal programs, certain projects may be
funded for a shorter duration within that cycle.

8
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Appendix A. Funds for New York Formula-Allocated Programs
US Department of Education

Program
Grants to Local Educational Agencies
State Agency Program--Migrant
State Agency Program--Neglected and Delinquent
Subtotal, Education for the Disadvantaged
Impact Aid Basic Support Payments
Impact Aid Payments for Children with Disabilities
Impact Aid Construction
Subtotal, Impact Aid

Supporting Effective Instruction State Grants
21st Century Community Learning Centers
State Assessments
Rural and Low-income Schools Program
Small, Rural School Achievement Program
Student Support and Academic Enrichment State Grants
Indian Education--Grants to Local Educational Agencies
English Language Acquisition
Homeless Children and Youth Education
Subtotal
Special Education--Grants to States
Special Education--Preschool Grants
Grants for Infants and Families
Subtotal, Special Education
Career and Technical Education State Grants
Subtotal, Vocational and Adult Education
Subtotal, All Elementary/Secondary Level Programs

2017 Actual
$1,208,000,088
$8,787,561
$3,425,657
$1,220,213,306
$48,478,535
$730,622
$0
$49,209,157
$166,390,917
$88,465,446
$14,659,445
$2,287,215
$2,079,192
$30,064,446
$1,817,181
$59,664,679
$5,950,585
$1,640,801,569
$781,121,902
$32,771,755
$25,888,440
$839,782,097
$51,361,536
$51,361,536
$2,531,945,202

SOURCE: Fiscal Years 2017-2019 State Tables for the US Department of Education
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/index.html#update
accessed 3/5/2019
OTHER FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS
Child Nutrition (subtotal)
>Breakfast
>Lunch
>Snack
>Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
>Milk
>Summer food programs

$1,091,473,400
$255,073,175
$760,367,879
$22,853,353
$6,875,734
$403,725
$45,899,534

Title II Teacher and Principal Training
Title IIIA Immigrant Education
Subtotal (Other Federal Aid Programs)

$153,329,224
$8,938,330
$1,253,740,954

GRAND TOTAL

$3,785,686,156

SOURCES: New York State Education Department, Office of Child Nutrition,
February 2019 and Records Access Officer, 3/21/2019
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Endnotes
1

Dollar amounts are from data provided by the New York State Education Department on Federal Education programs for 2017-18, as of 3/21/2018, and state tables published by the United States Department of Education
for Fiscal Years 2017-2019, accessed 3/5/19 (https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/index.
html) and data concerning allocations of the National School Lunch Program to benefit New York State students,
provided by the Child Nutrition Office of the New York State Education Department on February 1, 6 and 12,
2019.

2

US Department of Agriculture website 2/13/19.
https://beta.sam.gov/fal/0ed5dac6838d4ba1b81559dca6e08923/view#contact-information

3

Federal program descriptions are taken from the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance, except where otherwise noted.

4

http://www.topgovernmentgrants.com/cfda.php?CFDANumber=84.181

5

US Department of Education Impact Aid Section 7003 Payments for Federally Connected Children
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/8003/index.html accessed 3/15/19

6

US Department of Education, Federal Program Inventory,
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/inventory.pdf, accessed 3/19/19.

7

US Department of Education, Federal Program Inventory,
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/inventory.pdf, accessed 3/19/19.

8

US Department of Education website October 5, 2013.
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/reapsrsa/index.html

9

US Department of Education, Subgrants to LEAs, July 2015.
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/learport.pdf

10

US Department of Education. Non-Regulatory Guidance: Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants,
October 2016.
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essassaegrantguid10212016.pdf

11

New York State Education Department, Title III, Part A: English Language Learners and Immigrant Students
Guidance on Allowable and Unallowable Expenditures, accessed 3/18/19.
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/2017-18-title-iii-allowable-unallowable-.pdf

12

Funds for State Formula-Allocated and Selected Student Aid Programs US Department of Education Funding,
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/17stbystate.pdf, accessed 3/19/19.

13

New York State Education Department, School District Annual Financial Report (ST-3) Data for School Year
2016-17

14

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/cafe/guidance/guidelines.html
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