
Why hire an ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist? 

As the authors, Merullo and Valentine, from the book Arboriculture & the Law, have said in 
their introduction "It is almost beyond comprehension that something, which appears on its face 
as simple as the everyday common tree, could involve so many complex...issues." 

From legal to societal, to medical, to economics, to politics, and others, it is the great 
complexity, combined with much ignorance that is the source of so many tree-related questions 
and important decisions. Even tree and landscape professionals with years of experience often 
struggle with uncertainty in various situations. In many cases, a narrow, technical understanding 
of tree and plant problems is simply not adequate for the much greater challenges found at the 
highest levels of decision-making. At the broadest and highest levels of importance, tree and 
landscape questions require a professional, who is likewise skilled, knowledgeable, and able to 
see the question or problem with a fresh, independent, unbiased, and competent perspective. 
ASCA arboricultural consultants are your go-to resource for clarity when financial stakes are 
high, or the outcome is of prime importance. 

The American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) is an elite class of specialized 
practitioners, foremost in their fields of endeavor. Simply being a member of ASCA requires 
individuals to meet a rigorous set of experience, training, and education to be counted among 
the green industry's best. ASCA members must also abide by a strict code of ethics and 
practices that are likened to the other high standards of society's most respected professionals. 

For those willing to go beyond mere ASCA membership to the most respected credential in the 
green industry, ASCA maintains even higher levels of education, training, and experience in the 
Registered Consulting Arborist® (RCA) program. Those attaining RCA member status have 
demonstrated the highest commitment to arboricultural consulting by meeting the most rigorous 
requirements of the green industry. The competence and integrity to reach RCA status are so 
high, that fewer than 500 individuals have attained that pinnacle since 1999. As the best of the 
best, RCAs are committed to providing clients with the highest quality arboricultural consulting 
services available.  
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architects, developers, engineers, other arborists, and many more. Our clients need RCA's who 
can provide a surprising level of acuity in a variety of important services: 

• Contract Preparation, Specifications and Supervision
• Diagnosis of Tree and Landscape/Tree Problems
• Expert Witness and Consulting Litigation Services
• Forensic Investigations and Accident Reconstructions
• Tree Risk Assessments and Tree Health Surveys
• Insect, Disease, and Plant Health Care Management Programs
• Municipal Ordinance Development, Enforcement, and Compliance
• Training and Education Programs
• Amenity Landscape and Ornamental (ALSO) Tree and Nursery Appraisals
• Tree Management for Arboreta, Golf Courses, Nurseries, and Recreation Sites
• Tree Asset Inventories
• Tree Planting Programs
• Tree Preservation and Protection for Construction Projects

And many more… 
To find your Registered Consulting Arborists® (RCA), go to: https://www.asca-
consultants.org/search/custom.asp?id=3818

As the top-tier experts on trees, RCAs bring more than technical competence, 
RCAs bring a level of objective and comprehensive judgment to their client's problems 
and questions. From safety and health to the preservation of trees, to bringing light to 
the most complex legal situations, RCAs serve a wide variety of customers. These include 
property owners, municipalities, contractors, attorneys, insurance professionals, landscape 
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