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Course Materials
The purpose of these materials is to help provide an introduction to this Summer
Institute session, in which Dr. Singh will provide a sociological perspective of autism
research and the structural inequalities that are present in research, as well as the
community. The materials were designed to prepare trainees who are unfamiliar with
sociological approaches to autism research with the general background to get the most
educational benefit from Dr. Singh’s presentation. Toward this objective, Dr. Singh has

prepared the following: (1) learning objectives to guide today’s presentation (2) some
key terms and concepts to become familiar with ethical issues and participatory
research; (3) some recommended reading. These materials could be considered
“prerequisites” in preparing for Dr. Singh’s presentation.
In collaboration with Dr. Singh, these materials were developed by Sowmyashree mayur
kaku, PhD (Clinical Neurosciences and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; Bangalore,
Karnataka, India).
Register for this course and other sessions in this series at autism-insar.org.

Learning Objectives
The Summer Institute for Autism Research was established in direct response to
requests from early career researchers (graduate students, postdocs, etc.), who asked
INSAR for greater training opportunities in multidisciplinary topics. In designing the
Summer Institute, the priorities were: (1) to provide a multidisciplinary training platform
for young scientists from various backgrounds; (2) allow international participation; and
(3) make it freely available. Thus, the second Summer Institute covers broad topics
(which are geared to researchers outside the respective topic areas), is offered over a
free web platform, and allows researchers from around the world to connect with the
presenter. The overarching goal of the Summer Institute is to expose junior scientists to
topics they are not currently engaged in, with the hope that basic scientists and clinical
scientists could learn from each other to ultimately advance the understanding of
autism.
By participating in this webinar, participants will:
1. Learn about the range of quantitative and qualitative autism disparities research
2. Identify autism disparities that exist within multiple axis of inequality, including
gender, race, ethnicity and social class
3. Understand how structural and institutional inequalities shape autism disparities
4. Become familiar with the gendered politics of Medicaid

Terminology
Socioeconomic Status (SES) or social class: An index of social status that considers
a person's occupation, education, and income as measures of social status.
Race: A classification of humans into groups based on distinguishable physical
characteristics that may form the basis for significant social identities.
Ethnicity: A group that shares a common cultural tradition and sense of identity.
Gender: The traits and behaviors that are socially designated as "masculine" or
"feminine" in a particular society.
Disparity: The existence of unequal opportunities or rewards for people based on
different social factors such as race or ethnicity, sex, sexual identity, age, disability,
socioeconomic status, and geographic location.
Intersectionality: A theoretical framework first advanced by black feminist scholars. It
conceptualizes various dimensions of inequality such as race, class, sexuality, and
gender as intersecting relations of power, a basis for identity and group status, and the
dimensions of hierarchical difference. Intersectionality interrogates how race, class,
gender, and other social locations operate simultaneously in social life rather than
working as a single category. Importantly, it acknowledges how power is organized,
distributed, maintained, and challenged based on these intersecting social categories.
Flexible resources: These are resources (such as money, knowledge, prestige, power,
and beneficial social conditions) that protect people from disease and negative health
outcomes.
Structural inequality: Macro-level inequalities that consists of costumes, practices, or
laws that shape health inequalities, such as historical segregation laws, healthcare
policies, and special educational laws that restrict or deny access to services.
Institutional inequality: Meso-level inequalities that are based on differential access to
goods, services, and opportunities of society, including material conditions (e.g., quality
education, sound housing or appropriate medical facilities) and the ability to access
power (e.g., knowledge, resources, and representation).
Medicaid: Medicaid is a U.S. Federal health care program administered by the states
that provides health coverage to low income adults, children, pregnant women, elderly
adults and people with disabilities.
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