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Cultural Diversity Committee Updates 

Welcome to the third issue of the Cultural Diversity Committee Newsletter! This newsletter 
features the cultural diversity in autism research award recipient, announcements about upcoming 
RFAs, most recent research articles on the topics of cultural diversity in autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD), and resources .  
 
In August, our committee hosted a webinar titled  “Building Capacity to Increase Cultural 
Diversity in Autism Research: Insights from the INSAR Summer Research 
Internship in Autism and Cultural Diversity”. This webinar showcased the experiences of 
the 2019 summer interns and their faculty mentors as part of the INSAR Summer Research 
Internship in Autism and Cultural Diversity program. The recording of the webinar is available 
here . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be featured or would like to nominate someone to be featured in 
the Spotlight section of our newsletter,  have any  upcoming publications, or know of 
any resources that are related to cultural diversity and autism, let us know!  Contact 
email: culturaldiversitycommittee@autism-insar.org  

 

 International Society for Autism Research (INSAR) www.autism-insar.org  

https://www.autism-insar.org/page/CulturalDiversityvirtual
mailto:culturaldiversitycommittee@autism-insar.org?subject=Resources


Researcher Spotlight: 2020 Cultural Diversity Research Award 
Recipient  

Dr. Waganesh Zeleke, a licensed, bilingual clinical mental 
health counselor and certified National counsel, is an Associate 
Professor  in the department of Counseling, Psychology and 
Special Education at Duquesne University.  Her research is in 
the area of identifying, understanding and treating mental 
health disorders in individuals who are from impoverished 
communities, where school and community services can be 
uninformed about the needs of diverse groups. Dr. Zeleke’s 
work has a particular focuses on advancing the needs of 
children with autism and the importance of understanding 
multicultural experiences. Her research results in 
recommendations that are relevant for policy makers 
addressing the needs of children with autism in the US and in 
Ethiopia. Dr. Zeleke's work also explores the epidemiology, 
diagnosis, and treatment of autism in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe 
and has started to right the imbalance of knowledge 
about autism worldwide.  

Dr. Zeleke’s work has been embraced by the local community. 
Not only has she helped with service provision at Joy Center for Children with Autism, one of the 
pioneer organizations in Ethiopia opening in 2002, they have also served as a community 
partner. The Joy Center has been instrumental in designing outreach initiatives for families to 
determine how to best reach individuals with ASD – which included a television information 
campaign aimed at reducing stereotypes. Additionally, Dr. Zeleke provided educational 
workshops partnering with two autism centers to ensure parents and service providers' voices are 
being represented in prioritizing the needs of their community. Her research and professional 
insight have been featured in the newsletter the Spectrum.  

A critical component of Dr. Zeleke research agenda focuses on children with Autism in the low-
resource areas of the world. Given that  minority children with Autism are disproportionately 
represented in health care access and utilization,  Dr. Zeleke  analyzed a large national  dataset of 
children with ASDs and other developmental disorders. Her focus on disparity research 
emphasizes detecting, understanding, and reducing the level of disparity in mental healthcare 
access and utilization of children with ASD from minority background.   
 
Dr. Zeleke's track record is extensive as it includes 28 peer-reviewed publications, five book 
chapters, and more than 50 peer-reviewed national and international presentations as well as 
several grants. All her work address the needs of disenfranchised groups including children 
with disabilities (especially, autism), immigrant families in the US and African families in 
Ethiopia. Samples of Dr. Zeleke’s publications include (a) Disparities in Diagnosis and Service 
Access for Minority Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder; (b) Healthcare and Educational 
Services Used by Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in Poverty; c) The Path to an Autism 
Spectrum Disorders Diagnosis in Ethiopia: Parent Perspective; (d) Autism service providers 
report: Behavioral and educational interventions used in Ethiopia; (e) Children with Autism in 
Ethiopia: Diagnosis, legal, and educational services and (f) The experiences of Zimbabwean 
children with Autism and their families in terms of the process of diagnosis and access 
to services: Parents' views, (g) Assessing the effectiveness of professional development training 
on Autism and culturally responsive practice in Educators and practitioners in Ethiopia, and 
(h) Examining the effectiveness of Behavioral Treatment and Intervention Received by children 
with Autism. 
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Stay Tuned: 2021 Cultural Diversity Research Award 

Stay Tuned: 2021 Cultural Diversity Research Internship 

INSAR Research Internship in 

Autism  and Cultural Diversity 

Call for applications: Early December, 2020 

Application due date: Late January, 2021 

In recognition of the increased need for the field of autism to incorporate global perspectives 

and issues of cultural diversity in scientific research, the INSAR Cultural Diversity Committee 

invites  research proposals from highly qualified undergraduate and graduate students 

interested in cultural diversity issues relevant to autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  For more 

information, visit this link.     

INSAR Cultural Diversity Research Award  

Call for nominations: Early January, 2021 

Nominations due date: Early February, 2021 

The Cultural Diversity Research Award seeks to support and recognize research with significant 
impact on culturally diverse and underserved communities. The goal of the award is to support 
investigators who conduct community-based or community partnered research that seeks to leave a 
lasting impact on underserved and under-researched communities beyond the scope of a single 
research study. For more information, visit this link.   

https://www.autism-insar.org/page/CulturalDiversityInternship
https://www.autism-insar.org/page/CultDiv


Open Access Articles 
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Bordini, D., Shih, A., Garrido, G., & Rattazzi, A. (2020). Challenges, priorities, barriers to care, and 
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Shochet, I.M., Orr, J.A., Kelly, R.L. et al. (2020). Psychosocial resources developed and trialled for 
Indigenous people with autism spectrum disorder and their caregivers: a systematic review and 
catalogue. Int J Equity Health, 19(134). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-020-01247-8  

Regular Access Articles 
 
Abaoud, A. A., Almalki, N. S., Bakhiet, S. F., & Ateik Al-khadher, M. M. (2020). Psychometric 
properties of the Autism Treatment Evaluation Checklist in Saudi Arabia.  Research in Autism 
Spectrum Disorders, 76, 101604. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rasd.2020.101604 
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experiences of Hispanic families of children with autism spectrum disorder regarding physical 
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Recent Publications 
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Recent Publications 
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Recent Publications 
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Publications related to COVID-19 
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Follow us on social media! 

  @AutismINSAR  

 

   Facebook.com/
autismINSAR  

Resources 

Global Research in Autism and Neurodevelopment (GRAND) – “GRAND is an 

online worldwide community enabling people working on autism and neurodevelopmental 

disorders to share knowledge, tools, and resources, raise awareness and develop 

innovative strategies and interventions.” The network is a free resource, you can learn 

more by visiting: The Global Health Network.  

 Global Partnerships on Children with Disabilities (GPcwd). “The GPcwd 

provides a platform for collective action and advocacy to ensure that the rights of children 

with disabilities are included in and prioritized by both the disability and child rights 

agendas at the global, regional, and country levels. “ For more information, please visit 

their website: GPcwd . To access their recent Early Childhood Taskforce Newsletter, 

please visit: Early Childhood Development Task Force  

DisabilityMeasures.org has developed a website (www.disabilitymeasures.org ) 

for sharing freely available disability assessment and measurement tools. We are seeking 

collaborators to recommend measures for inclusion and provide feedback for the future 

development of this tool.  

Sesame Street and Autism: See Amazing in All Children. The website  

http://autism.sesamestreet.org/ (English & Spanish) contains videos for children and 

parents, along with daily routine cards, storybooks, and other resources for children, 

families, and friends.  
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