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Beacon Honors Three Business Leaders Making an Impact on Women in 

Leadership with the First-Ever Beacon ICON Award 
 

Philadelphia, PA – For Women’s History Month, Beacon – Philadelphia’s premier networking 

organization for senior level business executives – is honoring three business leaders making a positive 

impact on advancing the influence of women in the workplace. The first-ever Beacon ICON Award 

represents the organization’s efforts to highlight the value and impact of gender diversity in the 

workplace. Business leaders selected have demonstrated exceptional commitment to lifting women 

through mentorship and inclusion. The Beacon Icon Award is designed to showcase what is possible 

when women are surrounded with resources and support that help them succeed. Candidates are 

nominated by Beacon members and are chosen from throughout the greater Philadelphia area. 

 

The 2020 Icon Award winners are: 

 

Natasha J. Andrews (Philadelphia, PA), Director of Programs and Community Engagement at Girls 

Incorporated of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey. Natasha’s passion for education, girls and 

women’s issues, the arts, and music guides her professional and personal journey. At Girls Inc., Natasha 

has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of girls in many capacities through mentoring, education, 

training and outreach. With her leadership, the organization’s outreach programs have grown over 750 

percent since 2007, increasing community and school partnerships that support girls. 

 

Alyssa Budraitis (Coopersburg, PA), Founder and Owner of Beautiful Linens, LLC, an online retailer 

serving the home textile and apparel accessory markets. Prior to starting her own business, Alyssa had a 

successful corporate career where she was used to being one of the only women in the room. As she rose 

in her responsibilities, she made it her mission to take time to mentor and cultivate talent, especially 

women. She did this through sponsoring and participating in women-oriented events such as Lean-In 

initiatives and being a role-model in an industry and company that was male dominated early in her 

career. When she left her corporate career to start her own business, she left behind a more diverse global 

organization, with more women in senior-level roles, in part due to her efforts to mentor women 

throughout her tenure. 

 

Kristina Kohl (Moorestown, NJ), CEO of Becoming Sustainable and HRComputes. Kristina’s work 

covers topics of Strategic Volunteerism, Flexible Work Arrangements, Gender Equity, Climate Change, 

mailto:zoey.toy@beacon4life.org
https://www.beacon4life.org/
https://www.beacon4life.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1283210&group=


Culture of Inclusion, AI and Bias, ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) and Gender Lens 

investing, amongst others.  Her curriculum of HR and Sustainability strives to increase the awareness of 

issues affecting women and all minorities in the workplace through the positive application of information 

and communication.   

 

The work of these extraordinary professionals will be celebrated at the ICON Award Dinner on March 11: 

 

Beacon ICON Award 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

5:30 p.m. 

Normandy Farm 

1401 Morris Road 

Blue Bell, PA 19422 

 

● Beacon Members: $75, guests: $95 

● Cocktail hour from 5:30 – 6:30 pm, followed by dinner and award ceremony. 

 

Register at: 

https://www.beacon4life.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1283210&group= 

 

Beacon produces and organizes events that provide new connections, new skills and new areas of interest. 

Joining Beacon will point you in the right direction for your professional and personal growth. Beacon 

will help you build a better professional YOU. To find out more, check out Beacon4Life.org. 
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About Beacon 

Beacon is a membership organization of hundreds of business executives throughout the Philadelphia area who are 

dedicated to building professional relationships for mutual support and success. Members are selected for Beacon 

based on demonstrated senior level business accomplishments. Founded in 2002, our commitment to Networking for 

Life, has fostered sharing trusted advice and expertise with our fellow members. Beacon members represent a broad 

range of industries and share a culture of generously giving time and building sustained, trusted relationships to help 

solve diverse business challenges.  


