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Donna Sassaman, Editor

M

ay – the month of the new
annual directory; the first
Rendezvous of the year; and the
start of the cruising season!

peratures for the potluck tamaaraa (feast) on the Sunday of
the Rendezvous, not to mention the rest of the weekend.
Check out the Rendezvous notice on page 10 for some of
the planned activities.

About the directory: While
proofing the membership roster,
I had a ‘Eureka!’ moment. Since I
started coordinating the directory
six or seven years ago, I’ve always
encouraged members to check their directory entries for errors
or missing information, and make any necessary changes on
their website page. Well, that advice isn’t particularly effective,
given that part of coordinating the directory means crossreferencing from previous years and correcting any identified
errors or omissions. The directory isn’t perfect but is probably
more accurate than some members’ profiles.

In this issue of Currents, David Johnston, Liquid Force,
bids farewell to his long-time friend and founding BCA
member, David Lucas; Peter Simpson, Tula, shares his tips on
how to make crossing into the US a stress-free event; Jim and
Carol Shohet, Antares, contribute a humorous and affectionate
essay on local sounds heard while on a holiday in Mexico;
Nancy and Stephen Carlman, Fairwyn, leave Morocco for
the Canary Islands on their first homeward-bound leg; Trish
and Jim Bowen, Falcon VII, provide an evocative picture of
harbour-hopping down the west coast; Lionel Dobson and
Barbara Erickson, Sea Whisper, check in from the Marquesas;
Norm Cooper, Sarah Jean II, describes another in a series
of lessons learned offshore; Bjarne Hansen, Hoku Pa’a, in
‘All Hands on Tech’ provides instructions for making attractive covers for those holes in the bulkhead left vacant when
old equipment is removed; and Mike Nolan, Serenity Now,
shares the 2013 VICE participants’ experiences – just in time
for those of you considering participating in VICE this year.

So, this year I encourage you to open your brand-new
directory and, at the same time, log onto www.bluewatercruising.org. Check your online member profile against the
roster and various sorts in the directory. Starting on page 4 of
the directory, ‘How to Navigate www.bluewatercruising.org’,
compiled by Webmaster Jean Baillargeon, can help you find
and edit your information. For example, if your boat doesn’t
have the boat type listed, that’s most likely because your boat’s
pedigree hasn’t been entered on the website. That would be
something to add to your profile for next year’s directory!
And while still on the subject of the directory, I want
to express my heartfelt appreciation to this year’s directory
team: my co-coordinator, Geraldine Guilfoyle; database-tospreadsheet transferor/translator, Guylain Roy-Machabée;
Advertising Watchkeeper, Richard Lees; and graphic designer
and publisher, Linda Mitsui. They have all contributed to a
publication that will be well-used throughout 2014 and early
2015 by members cruising locally or offshore.
Ever since I first heard stories from my dad about the
twenty months he spent on Bora Bora as a young American
GI in the early 1940s, and saw the films ‘Return to Paradise’
and ‘South Pacific’ at impressionable ages, the South Pacific
has beckoned to me. It was with a sense of a 50-year time
warp that I spent a few weeks exploring that fabled island and
its lagoon with Bill in the early 90s. The South Pacific still
beckons, so I am looking forward to this month’s Rendezvous!
The theme is ‘South Pacific’ and Coordinators Tanya Van
Ginkel and Scott Chapman have identified some exciting
and fun theme-based activities. My fingers are crossed that
the weather will cooperate and provide pareo-friendly tem2
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Hope you enjoy this issue. Looking forward to seeing
many of you at the Rendezvous, May 17th – 19th!
Ia Orana (hello), Nana (goodbye), and Mauruuru roa
(thank you very much),
Donna

Errata
One of our sharp-eyed members noted two errors in the
April issue of Currents.
1. Page 10, Music by the Sea in Bamfield. Shaun Peck’s email
was incorrect. His correct email address is shspeck@
gmail.com.
2. Page 15, Homers’ Odyssey postcard. The correspondent
was reported as Carolyn Daley. The correct crew members
are Stan and Lynn Homer.
It’s lovely to know that Currents is read thoroughly and
carefully by members!
With apologies for the errors,
Your Red-faced Editor

Top

By Jennifer Handley
Commodore

Currents

H

ooray! The weather here in the Pacific Northwest
has definitely become more spring-like and those
of us who have been either reluctant to get out on the
water during the cold, wet, blustery days of winter, or
unable to due to a long list of to-do’s needing attention,
are ready to welcome another cruising season.
For the members of the small, fiercely dedicated, and
focussed BCA Fleet who are counting down the days until
they slip their lines, head out the Strait of Juan de Fuca,
and then turn left down the west coast, these final weeks
of preparation must seem almost surreal. After years of
getting themselves and their boats ready; the days pass
in a blur; the lists seem to multiply overnight, despite
the number of items crossed off on the previous day; the
anticipation and tensions mount; and they stand on the
cusp of transitioning from Dreamers to Doers. A dip of
the sails to these people; they have put heart and soul
into their boats this winter!
Those who are staying closer to home are also
dreamers, poring over charts, listening intently to others
sharing their coastal experiences, and calculating the
number of days that can be spent out on the water. As the
days become longer and warmer, we can almost feel the
wind in our faces and the undulating motion of the boat
under our feet as we re-adjust to life onboard. We hear
the rattle of the chain going down in a calm, beautiful
anchorage; we taste the salt on our lips; and we feel the
quiet, reflective contentment that comes watching the
sunset at the close of the day.
And for some, for whom time on the water is now
limited or not even possible due to lack of a boat, to age,
health, or geography, it is my hope that this edition of
Currents provides inspiration to recommit to the dream
or time to remember and relive the adventures of years
gone by.
As for us, Campbell has been working hard on
Camdeboo for months, dealing with a few rust spots
in the deep bilge; the cleaning, grinding, prepping, and
painting is now done; new holes have been drilled to run
the water lines in a more efficient manner; the integral

water tanks have been flushed; the floor boards are down;
and the galley ‘island’ is again locked in position and the
plumbing reconnected. This has been a major project that
has consumed innumerable hours, but below the cabin
sole, we are once again bright and shiny. Now it is my
turn to take over with the rest of the spring clean — but
before I do, we are going sailing on Hippodackl IV with
BCA members Bill Eisenhauer and Gabriela Hirt and their
children. Bill and Gabriela have been living the dream for
the past year; initially based in Sardinia, they are ready to
move on to the Aeolian Islands, Sicily, and the Straits of
Messina before heading further east towards Greece. What
an honour to be invited to spend a couple of weeks with
them! And as we are unlikely to get to the Mediterranean
aboard Camdeboo, this is an opportunity not to be missed.
What we will miss, unfortunately, is the first BCA
Rendezvous of the year. There is a noticeable buzz of
excitement as the Vancouver Island Rendezvous ‘crew’
under the direction of Watchkeepers Tanya Van Ginkel
and Scott Chapman prepare to host this annual event
at Poet’s Cove, Bedwell Harbour on May 17-19. A great
program is in the works; complete with a great theme
(South Pacific), it is sure to be a fine kick-off to summer
cruising in BC. Fingers crossed for South Pacific-like
weather to make for an idyllic weekend!
Other upcoming on-the-water events include MIST
(Mid-Island Sail Training) at the beginning of May; VICE
(Vancouver Island Cruising Experience) in mid/late June;
an unofficial BURP at the Music By the Sea Festival in
Bamfield (July); and the Farewell to the Fleet Rendezvous
in August. Mark your calendars, register, and show your
support for the organizers! BCA is fortunate to have so
many committed volunteers who plan and coordinate
these and the many other events, both educational and
social, that make this Association unique.
No one can dispute that, indeed, the offshore
adventure lives here.
Happy spring sailing to all!
Jennifer Handley
BCA Commodore
3

Fleets of Bluewater
Cruising Association
Vancouver Island Fleet
and Weather Group

T

Vancouver Fleet

T

he Vancouver Fleet now consists
of 36 boats. Fourteen of these
boats plan to leave this summer.
With all these members, it was a
packed hall for the April meeting
on the 22nd. We dealt with Safety
at Sea – equipment, procedures, and
scenarios.
The May meeting on the 27th
will be an open forum featuring Fleet
members and Doners on various topics
of interest.
The June barbecue on the 24th
will mark the end of the Fleet year.
Look for more information in June
Currents.
People are already looking forward
to the Fleet of 2015. It will have its first
meeting on September 23rd – the traditional fourth Tuesday. If you want to
join the Fleet of 2015, just show up at
the meeting. The dues are $50 per boat
and include all members of the crew.
If you have any questions, contact
Cameron.
Cameron and Marianne McLean
vanfleet@bluewatercruising.org

4
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he VI Fleet and Weather Groups
will hold their last meeting
for the 2013/14 year on May 7,
2014. Since mid-March, the Fleet
has had presentations on Offshore
Communications; Alternate Energy
Sources (solar, wind, and tow generators); Entering and Cruising
Mexico; as well as a group discussion on autopilots. Special sessions
were organized for Fleet members
on Rigging Evaluation; Maintenance
and Repair; and on Sail Assessment
and Repair; and tours were arranged
to view the offshore sailboats of ten
Fleet members. This completes the VI
Fleet activities for this year.
If you are planning to sail offshore
in the next couple of years, think about

NOTICE
You can now add your cruising grounds,
cruising port of call, departure dates, etc. to
your member profile.
When logged in, go to MANAGE PROFILE EDIT BIO. At the very bottom of the member
profile page, you will find these new fields
– very useful for those of you who are
lucky enough to be out there cruising...

joining the VI Fleet of 2014/15. Fleet
meets every two weeks between late
September and early May and the cost
to join is $60 per boat for the year. For
more information or to register, contact
us at vifleet@bluewatercruising.org.
Connie Morahan and Peter
McMartin, VI Fleet Coordinators
vifleet@bluewatercruising.org

WEBSITE
UPGRADE!
For those that haven’t already included
one, a profile photo is always a good thing
to add to your profile. Sometimes, we only
remember faces, not names...
At all times, please let us know how we can
improve the website to serve you better.
Jean Baillargeon, Webmaster

CURRENT EVENTS
Calgary Club Night

Calendar
of

Events

HMCS TECUMSEH 1820 - 24th Street SW, Calgary, AB
Members $3.00, Non-Members $10.00
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)
What Was I Thinking? Adventures of a Solo Female Sailor –
Pamela Bendall, Precious Metal
Solo offshore sailing is not common; a female solo offshore sailor is very rare
indeed! Pamela will speak about her new book, What was I Thinking?, sharing
her experiences of offshore single-handed sailing. Pamela will also talk about
our oceans’ crisis with a presentation on ‘If Fish Could Talk’
Please spread the word about this speaker and invite a guest. It’s not very
often you will have the opportunity to hear firsthand the experiences of a solo
female sailor! For more information, please view
Pamela’s website www.pamelabendall.com.

MAY
3-4 Mid Island Sail
		 Training (MIST)
6 Calgary Club Night
14 Vancouver Club Night
17-19 Rendezvous
20 VI – Victoria Club Night

Vancouver Club Night

Scottish Cultural Centre, 8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver, BC
Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00
Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)
Lessons Learned While Delivering Other Peoples’ Boats
– Anders Lonnqvist and Elizabeth Angst

JUNE
11 Vancouver Club Night
17 VI – Victoria Club Night

Long-time BCA members, Anders Lonnqvist and Elizabeth Angst, will share
their experiences from delivering 16 boats all over the world over a period of
nine years. In their deliveries, they have crossed oceans (Atlantic, Pacific, and
Indian) and sailed the Red Sea, the Baltic Sea, as well as the Mediterranean.
Anders and Elizabeth will share lessons learned as they were exposed to a
variety of boats and set-ups. The presentation will cover useful information
not taught in sailing schools. Topics covered include: Moorings, Anchoring,
Breakdowns, and Safety, among others.

Vancouver Island – Victoria Club Night

Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 3475 Ripon Road, Victoria, BC
Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 1930h (doors open at 1900h)
What Was I Thinking? Adventures of a Solo Female Sailor –
Pamela Bendall, Precious Metal
Solo offshore sailing is not common; a female solo offshore sailor is very rare
indeed! Pamela will speak about her new book, What was I Thinking?, sharing
her experiences of offshore single-handed sailing. Pamela will also talk about
our oceans’ crisis with a presentation on ‘If Fish Could Talk’.
Please spread the word about this speaker and invite a guest. It’s not very often
you will have the opportunity to hear firsthand the experiences of a solo female
sailor! For more information, please view
Pamela’s website www.pamelabendall.com.

Fostering seamanship &
friendship for
people with an active
interest in offshore cruising
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Education
EDUCATION WATCH REPORTS
CALGARY
Mike Gregory, Calgary Education Watchkeeper
caleducation@bluewatercruising.org
No courses are planned for the near future. Stay tuned for
courses to be held in the 2014 – 2015 BCA year!

MID ISLAND (NANAIMO)
Guy Gauvin, Mid Island Education Watchkeeper
guygauvin62@gmail.com
Marine Solar Cell System Essentials
Saturday, May 10, 2014
When:
From 10:00 AM until 12:00 Noon
Beban Park Social Centre,
Where:
2300 Bowen Road, Room #2
Nanaimo, British Columbia V9T 3K7
Presenter: John McQuaid
Contact:
Guy Gauvin, guygauvin62@gmail.com
250-468-7536
Phone:
Online registration available until May 9th.
Cost of seminar is $25
This seminar will help you to plan, specify, and install a
well-tailored solar cell charging system to fit your sailboat.
We will cover the following topics:
• Current solar cell technologies, recent advances,
comparisons to older technologies
• Brand names to look for, differences, selection criteria,
pros and cons, costs
• How to care for solar cell panels, their vulnerable points,
do’s and don’ts
• Understanding solar panel technical specifications, size,
voltage, amperage, wattage
• Calculating effective daily charge gains
• Sailboat energy audits
• Sizing solar panels to your energy needs and house
battery capacity

6
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• Performance in ‘real world’ application, effect of shading,
orientation
• Effect of defective cells, night-time losses, diodes
• Brands of solar cell charging regulators, selection criteria,
pros and cons, costs
• Actual working wiring schematics for single panel and
for multiple panel installations;
• Total system costs, several examples to illustrate various
option levels
• Handouts and links to important equipment vendors
Presenter John McQuaid is a partner in Wizards 4
Environmental Technologies Inc., a consulting company
specializing in alternate and renewable energy technologies,
www.waterwindsolar.com. John is a a member of the
Nanaimo Yacht Club and works on marine solar photovoltaic installations with NYC members in addition to
other projects.
Note to registrants
John McQuaid has kindly offered to answer your questions
submitted via email prior to the seminar. If you have
specific questions that do not appear in the seminar
synopsis, please email them to guygauvin62@gmail.com
and Guy will forward them to John McQuaid.

VANCOUVER
Norm Cooper, Vancouver Education Watchkeeper
vaneducation@bluewatercruising.org
Our second Offshore Weather Workshop with Lee
Chesneau will take place on May 3 and 4 at the Vancouver
Maritime Museum. This course is SOLD OUT. If you are
interested in getting on the waitlist, please contact me.
The Mahina Offshore Cruising Seminar in Vancouver
was a big success, with 54 soon-to-be-offshore sailors in
attendance. Many subjects were covered and students went
home with their Cruising Companion books full of notes.
John and Amanda Neal enjoyed the seminar and the venue.
They want to do it again next year. So mark your calendars!
The 2015 BCA Mahina Offshore Seminar will take place
next year in Vancouver on Saturday, February 21, 2015 at the
Granville Island Hotel.

During the 2013/2014 season the Vancouver Education Watch
offered 20 courses that were attended by approximately 350
students. My thanks to Paul Guenette for his assistance,
particularly with our many diesel courses, and Liz Gregory,
our BCA Administrator, for her tireless efforts to register
students manually when there were website problems, and
to issue refunds when plans changed, as they always seemed
to do. Thanks to them, we kept our heads mostly above
water!
I hope those who participated in this season’s courses found
them enjoyable and worthwhile. If you have suggestions
for new subjects for next year, please contact me at

vaneducation@bluewatercruising.org. With the return of
John and Amanda Neal, Lee Chesneau, and many other great
instructors, and the inclusion of educational superstar Nigel
Calder in our program, next year promises to be another
interesting season of learning opportunities in Vancouver!

VANCOUVER ISLAND
Adam Wanczura
Education Watchkeeper
vieducation@bluewatercruising.org
Gone cruising until the fall!

NOTICE
The Treasurer: (Revised Job Description):

BCA BOARD
POSITIONS
Celebrate Queen Victoria’s 195th birthday by volunteering for
one of the two Board positions that require filling by skilled,
committed, and enthusiastic members. You may not amuse
the Queen, or earn a knighthood for your efforts, but you will
be providing essential services to the Association and you
will be appreciated greatly!
NOTE: These positions are open to members in all chapters!
The Vice Commodore:
•

Acts in the Commodore’s absence

•

Maintains the financial records for BCA

•

Manages the bookkeeper

•

Liaises with BCA’s bank

•

Oversees the investment accounts

•	Prepares interim financial statements for the BOD
(usually quarterly)
•	Prepares BCA’s Annual Financial Statement and
presents at the AGM
•	Coordinates the preparation of and presents the
annual budget at the AGM
•	Attends Board of Director meetings via SKYPE or other
VOIP service (usually 9 meetings annually)
•

Attends annual Board of Director strategy meeting

•	Attends Finance Committee meetings via SKYPE or
other VOIP service (3-4 meetings annually)

•	Coordinates the Vancouver Boat Show display

•

•

Join the BCA team as the organization’s Vice Commodore
or Treasurer. In return, you will receive free admission into
club nights, an official BCA badge, and a special burgee!
Orientation to the position will be provided.

Organizes the Annual General Meeting

•	Assists coordination of Rendezvous as required
•	Assists revenue development through education and
events
•	Initiates marketing to assist membership development
•	Attends Board of Director meetings via SKYPE or other
VOIP service (usually 9 meetings annually)
•

Holds a fiduciary duty to BCA

Please contact Commodore Jennifer Handley,
commodore@bluewatercruising.org, to volunteer.

Attends annual Board of Director strategy meeting
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VICE
2014

�
T

here is no preparation for going offshore quite like being offshore.
You can do this by joining VICE 2014 (Vancouver Island Cruising
Experience). Each year a number of BCA vessels from all three chapters
get together online to plan a multi-day offshore trip, usually in late
June/early July. They wait for a weather window on the West Coast of
Vancouver Island before sailing out to sea. The idea is to leave in reasonable weather that is similar to what you will be experiencing on your
offshore voyage. The boats head out into the Pacific for two or three
days, sailing towards a selected GPS destination before turning back.
This shakedown cruise will give you a chance to test your boats and
yourselves – cooking, eating, sleeping, using offshore systems, communicating and keeping watch at sea – the skills you will need when
you leave on your real voyage. VICE also gives you the opportunity to
practice maneuvers like heaving to and deploying a drogue or storm
anchor – best practiced before Mother Nature puts you to the test!
Boats that participate in VICE are often looking for crew. This is a
golden opportunity for boatless dreamers to experience life on board
prior to buying and equipping a boat.
If you are interested (no commitment necessary), please e-mail the
VICE Coordinators through the BCA website, www.bluewatercruising.
org. They will help you get in touch with the VICE Fleet so that you can
join in the planning. For further information on previous VICE trips, read
the articles in these past copies of Currents: December 2007, December
2008, December 2009, November 2010, October 2011, October 2012,
and further on in this issue for the report of VICE 2013.
Ken and Carole Downes
VICE 2014 Coordinators

Welcome Aboard

The following are new members to BCA. We look forward to their participation in the Association.
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Name

Boat

Chapter

Capt. Larry Peck

Meriah

Vancouver Island

05/03/2014

Monty Clemens & Margy Krause		

Vancouver

07/03/2014

Don & Janice Brewster

Vancouver

07/03/2014

Mark & Lucille Regimbald		

Vancouver

08/03/2014

Jacqui McGregor & Joel Neufeld

Pawata

Vancouver

11/03/2014

John Martyn

Little Bear

Vancouver

14/03/2014

Cliff Carter

Aesclepius

Calgary

21/03/2014

Trish Mackenzie		

Website User

22/03/2014

Derek Newcombe

Innisfree

Vancouver

24/03/2014

James Graham

Hound’s Hollow

Vancouver Island

26/03/2014
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Waterford

Date Joined

In Memoriam
David Lucas
I am writing to you with the very
sad news that David Lucas, one of
BCA’s founding members, died just
a few days ago in a tragic accident.
He drowned while swimming at the
ocean beach off the small town of
Brunwick Heads, NSW, Australia.
David and his late wife, Teresa, were
very active in BCA at its inception and
as you will know from articles in the
Currents, they designed the burgee
we use to this day. David and Teresa
introduced us to BCA and we joined in
September 1978.
David was a very respected and accomplished seaman throughout his life and
he made his living on, and was associated with the sea, for the over-45 years
that I knew him.

Between the ages of 65 and 70, David embarked as a crewmember on an Australian yacht for voyages to the Antipodes
and other Islands 1000 km south of Australia and New
Zealand, and then across the Southern Ocean to explore
the waters in Southern Chile and around Cape Horn. This
voyage continued up the East Coast of South America, and
when David last stayed with us for a few days in Vancouver
two years ago, he was returning to Australia from a voyage
around the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador.
David is survived by his second wife, Jeanette. After retiring
from their Sydney jobs, David and Jeanette moved to their
retirement home in Bungalow (just
12 kilometres or so from Byron Bay)
approximately three years ago.
During his lifetime,
David logged 250,000
sea miles. A BCA
founding member to
be proud of, indeed!
Best Regards,
David Johnston

Liquid Force
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On the Water
MAY RENDEZVOUS

Some Enchanted Weekend…
… You will hear them laughing.
You will hear them laughing across a crowded dock…
Mark your calendars for May 17 – 19:
the May Rendezvous! Poet’s Cove, Bedwell
Harbour, Pender Island will be transformed
into the South Pacific!
Come share in the fun and the food. Some of
the highlights of the weekend will include:
•	Offshore rigging tips and tools with Brent
Jacobi, Blackline Marine
• Breakfasts
• Appy hours

YACHTING
YACHTING
MONTHLY

YACHTING
MONTHLY
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100 best bits ever
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• Games and contests
•	Viewing of the Rogers and Hammerstein film, South
Pacific – bring your chair and popcorn! [This activity
to be confirmed]
•	Plankton tow and Secchi Disk demonstration with
Elaine Humphrey
•	A South Pacific potluck ‘luau’ – wear your favourite
pareo or lava lava
Contact Rendezvous Coordinators, Tanya Van Ginkel and
Scott Chapman, at virendezvous@bluewatercruising.org
for information or to volunteer!

On the Water
VICE

Report re the 2013 VICE,
June 24 – 28, 2013
By Mike Nolan, Serenity Now
Hunter Legend 35.5

W

e began this report from beautiful
Bamfield Inlet following a successful
2013 VICE. What a great way to wrap up the
event – a few days of rest, sunshine, hiking,
sandy beaches, and ice cream. The photo shows
Falcon VII and Riki Tiki Tavi at anchor, with
Seadra at dock in the background. Papillon
II had departed at 0500h for the run up Juan
de Fuca Strait back to Vancouver. Our friends
on Kialoa and Woodwind I were in the Tofino/
Ucluelet area, and soon joined the fleet in
Bamfield. Contributions to this article trickled
in over the remaining summer weeks, and then were left to
mature over the winter. As each crew had its own experiences, this article is a compilation of lessons learned on
each boat. Hopefully, publishing this article just ahead of
VICE 2014 will inspire the best-ever participation!

Pre-departure, 14 crew on six boats congregated on the Ucluelet dock.

The fleet of the 2013 VICE gathered in Bamfield Inlet.

Preparations in Ucluelet

T

urning the clock back three or four days found six
boats at the dock in Ucluelet. The weather on Monday
and Tuesday was heavy rain and wind, and no one was
anxious to leave under these conditions. The forecast
showed improvement, with SE 20-25 knots Wednesday, SE
25-30 knots Thursday, diminishing to S 15
by Thursday afternoon. The Friday morning
forecast called for variable 10 knots, and
then turning to NW 15. Tuesday afternoon
we gathered at a wonderful comfort-food
restaurant to review the weather, discuss
options, and to set a waypoint based on the
forecast. We agreed to an early Wednesday
morning departure, with six vessels heading
to a waypoint at 48º15'N 129º10'W, about
150 nm offshore. We planned to return to
Bamfield. (NB: the forecast was accurate, with
Kialoa reporting gusts to 32 knots late on
Wednesday, and all boats experiencing low
winds on the return leg.)
The pre-departure part of VICE was considered the most valuable by some, as it
provided time for socializing, planning, provisioning, radio checks, boat tours, and some
final fixes.
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Report re the 2013 VICE... (cont’d)
Heading out

W

e cast off the dock at 0700h on Wednesday, June 26,
and were led out Ucluelet Channel by Falcon VII.
We mustered in Felice Channel, checked in on the VHF,
and then turned bows to the west and away we went. Well,
most of us that is. Riki Tiki Tavi’s younger crew members
had their own idea of a reasonable start time!

Experiences

V

ICE 2013 was successful in its goal to provide a
learning experience. Over the three days at sea, the
group dealt with mild to severe seasickness; the vagaries
of VHF and HF communication; practice with drogues and
heaving-to; watch keeping; and wind vanes. Here are the
memories of the participants.
Papillon II – David Boyer’s Pacific Seacraft 37 Cutter was
in great shape, and with a talented Yonas Jongkind aboard,
completed setup and tuning of the HF and other systems
while in Ucluelet.
David: “For Yonas and me, this was a great learning experience. As well, it was an opportunity to meet others of like
mind. Papillon II, true to her heritage, tracked well to the
waypoint. Yonas and I settled down to 4-hour watches,
which seemed to best fit our two-man crew. Thank you
all again for affording this time together in a collaborative
environment.”
Yonas: “So much wonderful learning. From meeting
everyone, checking out their boats, and learning how
everyone responded to the conditions in different ways.
We left Ucluelet along with everyone else, and did most
things in a ‘middle of the road’ way, relative to the experiences of the other boats. We ate a nice breakfast as we
left on Day One. However, I became quite seasick before
lunch, so the breakfast was a write-off. I benefitted from
David’s encouragement to drink and rest. I was able to nap
by wedging myself against the leeward hull. By Day Two,
I was feeling better and pretty well over the seasickness
by evening. The night watches when I was seasick were
psychologically challenging. I now know that I can stand a
watch even when seasick. I was astounded by how difficult
it is being seasick. Without David’s constant nudging to
drink more fluids, my situation could have deteriorated.
The watch on the second night, as I was no longer seasick,
was an awesome experience. I listening to podcasts at
times, and just enjoyed the thrilling movement of the boat
as it came to life. For me, the boat did come alive − constantly adjusting to the wind and powering through each
wave; constantly surrounded by waves, whales, birds, and
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fish; ever changing, and relentlessly moving forwards. It
was a real thrill being out there, watching the night sky
as the boat surged forward and David slept peacefully in
his bunk. We reefed the sails a little at night, and during
the day we tried to keep the boat up at around 6-7 knots
by deploying sail as necessary (this seems to be a sweet
spot for David’s boat). Lastly, I was excited to share some
salmon with Mike and Ed on Seadra in Bamfield. The
resources around us are so amazing − I am going to figure
that out for myself.”
Falcon VII - Jim and Tricia Bowen, aboard their KellyPeterson 46 Cutter, were in the final months of preparations
for heading south. Accordingly, Falcon VII was among the
most prepared and confident of the participants.
Tricia and Jim: “We started out from Felice Channel with
full main, staysail, and Yankee up and kept that configuration for the entire trip. We reached the waypoint in
23.5 hours, averaging 6.8 knots after sailing 157 miles.
The return leg took longer due to disappearing wind 30
nm from the finish line. We were committed to doing
the whole trip under sail, so took about 18 hours for the
first 120 miles of the return leg, then almost another 8
hours for the last 30 nm. We averaged 6 knots over the
entire trip, finishing in 49.5 hours. We were very happy
with Falcon VII’s performance and credit most of our
success to the size and seaworthiness of our lovely boat.
We learned several lessons:
• Pre-cooked meals are essential, at least for the first 2 to
3 days
• Stugeron seasickness medication was effective; neither
of us experienced motion sickness
• Our jack-lines are tubular webbing and they stretch too
much when wet. We plan to insert spectra or other low
stretch line inside them to keep them closer to the deck
when in use
• We are going to mount a harness tether attachment
point on the cabin top just forward of the dodger on
the center line, and also one on the underside of the
boom, a couple of inches aft of the gooseneck. These
will help us stay farther away from the side of the boat
when doing deck work
• We now have a routine where the skipper writes ‘night
orders’. These address what course over the ground to
maintain and how many degrees each side of that our
course may vary, maximum wind and minimum speed
at which the skipper must be awakened, and what kind
of sail trim/configuration changes can be made without
the skipper

• We have adopted a policy of the on-watch person
protecting the other person’s sleep, such as: be quiet
on deck, limit noisy sail trim changes even if it means
sailing slightly off-course for a while, and when going
below, make sure the other person isn’t woken
• Our watch system worked well, striking a balance
between adequate sleep periods and duration of watch
at night. We had a watch from 15:15–19:15 for Jim
(Trish spent an hour with food prep, etc.), then from
19:15-22:15 for Trish, then 22:15–01:15 for Jim,
then 01:15–04:15 for Trish, then 04:15–07:45 for Jim
(Trish spent half an hour with food prep), then from
07:45–10:45 for Trish. The balance of the day was
unstructured, with us sharing the watch depending on
what needed to be done. This way, one of us enjoyed
sunrise and the other sunset.
We are really happy that we participated in VICE, and it
was great meeting the other participants and relaxing with
them in Bamfield after we were done. We would encourage
any BCA member who is thinking of going offshore to do
VICE as part of their preparations.”
Kialoa - Scott Chapman and Tanya van Ginkel’s Southern
Cross 31 Sloop provided a safe home in time of need.
Tanya: “The crew of Kialoa were disappointed to turn
around at the 60 nm mark. We had been making great
time, keeping Papillon II in sight. However, Scott was
very seasick and could not keep anything down despite
medication. I was also seasick, and the medication did
not seem to work for me, either. We decided to turn back
at 2000h on Wednesday. A heading to Bamfield was too
hard on the wind, so we made way to Ucluelet, taking
turns on watch through the night. I did not like going
below as it made me queasy, so was sleeping in the cockpit
in the rain while Scott was on watch. Scott was feeling
even worse in the early morning. I was cold and tired and
feeling wretched. The wind was picking up and we were
in 25-30 knots with large, confused seas. We contacted
Tofino Coast Guard, advised that we were hove-to, and
gave them our position. We both stayed below, laying on
the cabin sole to rest. After a few hours I was feeling well
enough to continue, but by this time we had no chance
of making Ucluelet without a big offshore tack, so I set
a course for Tofino, still uphill. After a few more hours
of bashing, Scott was feeling even worse and starting to
hallucinate. He was worried he would do something that
might harm me or him, so another call was sent to Tofino
Coast Guard, and they dispatched a cutter to our position.
It was too rough for them to risk a transfer, and as we
were not in any immediate danger, they set us on a more

downwind course for the lee side of Vargas Island, and
escorted us in. When we reached the flat water behind
Vargas, they were able to transfer a rescue specialist to
Kialoa, and he assisted Scott while the cutter escorted
us to Tofino at a patient 5 knots. We arrived in Tofino at
around 1700h Thursday. At the docks, Scott was taken
by ambulance to hospital for much-needed IV fluids.
Throughout this whole event, the Coast Guard crew were
very professional, and it was reassuring to have them at
hand. On a positive note, our windvane worked flawlessly,
Kialoa had no trouble at all with the seas, and we did see
a humpback whale! Now to figure out what medication
will help Scott’s seasickness...”
Woodwind I - Brian and Richelle Neill, assisted by the tiny
four-legged crew of Maxx and Star, aboard their custom 42'
Cutter.
Richelle: “As for our VICE experience, we started offshore
with a few boats in sight but we played it safe and
only used the main and staysail − an obvious mistake!
We puttered at 5-6 knots and made it out 102 nm. As
Thursday dawned, we had confused wind and had only
been doing 1-2 knots for a few hours. We finally decided
that, as we did want to make it back in 2013, to turn and
head for the Broken Group. As it got later, we sailed into
thick fog and knew we were going to be heading into the
Broken Group in the middle of the night. We forged on
and with me glued to the chart plotter giving helmsman
Brian steering directions; we made it to Effingham Island,
where we anchored in the pitch black amongst other
boats. On a good note, we saw a couple of whales frolicking and had dolphins playing alongside us and going back
and forth under our boat. This intrigued our little Maxx
and he tried to protect the boat from these creatures! Star
did very well also keeping her watch on our tender. On
the medical side, there were no seasickness issues for us
or the dogs, only a couple of bruises from us being bashed
around below deck during the confused seas. We look
forward to more sailing and more wind!”
Riki Tiki Tavi – Skipper Sara Wood with partner Peter
Huerter and kids Liam and Neli aboard their Coast Passage
36 Cutter definitely had the most fun boat. Adorned with
kayaks, bikes, teddy bears, and warm blankets, this was a
family affair.
Sara: “It was wonderful to pull into the dock in Ucluelet
and get hugs and a welcoming that one would expect at
a reunion or homecoming. A dock day was spent getting
our radio communications in order and some final provisioning and stowing. The fleet had agreed to leave the
dock early, but as we were on ‘family time’, we left the
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Report re the 2013 VICE... (cont’d)
dock at 1000h. We initiated the first roll call on the VHF
and managed to connect with about one-half of the boats.
The first day out was rocky and uncomfortable. La Perouse
Bank is shallow and subsequently the ocean swell that
reaches it gets piled up and lumpy. In addition, the wind
was from the south so there was a cross-sea pattern as well.
Bumpity bump bump! I got bruises on my hips from being
tossed around the cabin. The simplest of tasks became
energy intensive. Poor Nel could barely keep herself seated
on the toilet (of all places), given how rolly the boat was
at that time (more hand-hold locations noted!). It was also
amazing to realize how many items we had thought we
really needed that now, given how the boat was moving,
turned out to just be annoying items. So quickly did the
bonds of attachment break! I barely slept that night, while
Pete took the first night watch. Our Monitor windvane
‘Monty’ functioned magnificently - a heartfelt wonder! I
came on watch at 0300h, and things had started to settle
down by then. The AIS receiver was a wonderful help as
it provides so much useful information while crossing
the busy shipping lanes, near the heavy traffic entrance
of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, serving the large ports of
Vancouver and Seattle.
The second day and night were better, as we had learned
to move around to minimize bumps. The aft cabin was a
catch-all for the detritus that found its way onto the floor
and posed a safety hazard. That night Pete let me sleep

Sunset near the 150-mile waypoint.
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in until 0500h before handing over the watch. The wind
had become lighter, and we had made it to the 110 nm
mark. Time to make a decision. To carry on would mean
adding another day to our trip as we were making 5 knots.
We turned around and headed back to land. About 40 nm
from Bamfield we decided to just get in there, diesel-style!
The fog held off and we arrived in Bamfield at 0100h the
third night. All was going well until we were about to drop
the anchor, when we hit what we would later learn was a
partially submerged roof drifting about in the harbour. No
damage done, just a loud bang to welcome us to Bamfield!
The next morning we met up with the crews of Falcon
VII and Seadra. Kialoa would arrive in a few days and
Woodwind I had headed back to the Gulf Islands. It was
great to share a meal with Falcon VII and Kialoa. The
Bamfield ‘Sharing Shed’ graciously received all those items
that had been in the way offshore. A few days of rest and
recuperation allowed us to enjoy cruising the Broken
Group and reflect on our offshore experience. We learned
many lessons and look forward to more adventures to
come. BCA has been a wonderful resource for us. We
have benefited from the many people who have shared
their wisdom, experience and friendship as we’ve been
preparing for this new lifestyle of bluewater sailing.”
Seadra - Ed Choromanski hosted crew Mike Nolan aboard
his Down Easter 41 Pilothouse Cutter.
Ed: “What a wonderful experience and camaraderie
VICE provided for all. Seadra made it to the waypoint
153 nm offshore in 26 hours, and from the
Ucluelet dock to the Bamfield dock, 335 nm
in 61 hours, including some fishing, of course.
Seadra exceeded my highest expectations. The
large pilothouse windows provided panoramic
views of the ocean and the sea life. The inside
steering station provided comfort, while still
keeping watch and responding to the winds and
seas. Upon arrival at the Ucluelet dock, all the
participating crews had the opportunity to meet
and socialize. There was exchange of technical
expertise, update to the latest version of navigational software and charts. Yonas’ electronics
knowledge was put to use on many boats. My
crewmate, Mike Nolan, and I found that we had
many complementary skills. For example, my
voice over the radio does not sound too appealing
so Mike took over the communications role,
while I attended to the sail plan and trim. Often
included in reviews after a trip such as this are
stories about seasickness, but luckily we seemed

to avoid this issue. I would rather mention the
offshore cooking! Mike set a new standard for
offshore cooking as I was treated to a variety
of excellent meals.
Mike’s cooking was much better than his
timekeeping, and on the departure morning
we were awaken by others casting off the
dock rather than by Mike’s alarm clock. To
our surprise, although out of our bunks at
0645h for the 0700h departure, we made it
away with the fleet and were ready at the start
line at 0730h. The start area looked like the
Sydney–Hobart (ha ha), with all the boats
circling round, getting sails up, and engines
shut down. We set our course to our destination, and then commenced with coffee,
breakfast, and tidying up. Surprisingly, the
fleet quickly dispersed and all boats sailed
out of our sight. The first roll call on MMSI
channel at 1000h required a new leader as
Riki Tiki Tavi was apparently still at the
fuel dock. The radio preparations paid off, and we could
hear the other boats very well. Our boat speed was 6.3
knots at a wind speed of 13-14 knots, which was quite
satisfactory to me.
On my first watch, I was accompanied by Pacific Whitesided dolphins. A highlight for Mike and me while we
were on a port tack and inside the pilothouse, was a
humpback whale that surprised us by surfacing just
outside the starboard windows. The whale seemed interested in Seadra, and swam around long enough for some
photos.
We celebrated our arrival at the waypoint with a cup of
tea with rum. On our way back to Bamfield, we couldn’t
pass by the richest fishing ground on the west coast of
Vancouver Island, La Perouse Bank, without putting out
a line. Our attempts to capture a halibut failed as the
lumpy conditions were not suitable (and as I had left my
book on how to catch a halibut at home), so we switched
to salmon gear and in an hour had four nice Coho in
the cockpit. I saw a smile and relief on Mike’s face as he
steered to Bamfield, and left me to clean and ready the
catch for a BBQ in Bamfield.
We are blessed to have the beautiful BC coast to explore,
and for developing our sailing skills and knowledge. I
can’t wait to get back to the west coast of VI. I would
strongly recommend this trip to anyone who wants to
wander offshore.”

Clear skies and blue water – perfect sailing conditions.

Mike: “I was fortunate to be welcomed aboard Seadra for
VICE. Ed’s enthusiasm and positive outlook made for a great
experience. A few of the VICE take-aways for me were:
• The pre-trip planning for our arrivals in Ucluelet, communications with Coast Guard, and weather forecasting
really paid off as we were well-prepared and not rushed
in Ucluelet
• A day or two on the dock at Ucluelet was an invaluable
learning and socializing experience
• Radio communications seemed to be the biggest
challenge for some boats during the trip. As radio
problems can be difficult to solve in a short time, deal
with them well ahead of time
• The night watches were magical, especially as we had
a ‘super moon’ during VICE (the coincidence of a full
moon with the closest approach the Moon makes to the
Earth), and clear nights. I loved the feeling of sitting
high on the windward side of the cockpit, watching the
moon and waves
• Trolling while under sail (with wind, sails, rain, lines,
waves, foul weather gear, downrigger, rod and two in
the cockpit) was a new challenge - one that I’m truly
glad that we took on!”
A Final Thanks
We’d all like to give a special thanks to Tom and Dawn
Baker, our VICE Coordinators. Their organization, guidance,
and encouragement made VICE 2013 special for all.
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Postcards

Offshore

from

Antares
Sounds of Mexico

PETERSON 34 SLOOP
Jim and Carol Shohet

W

e go to bed early, between 9 and 10 o’clock,
and read for a while. Once the lights are
out, the dogs start barking. Most Mexican dogs
are small − like Chihuahuas − and are sort of guard dogs. So
they bark until about midnight, warning potential intruders
that they are guarding their turf.

At approximately 1:00am, the head rooster starts practicing for the coming morning. It’s a rather squawky and feeble
cock-a-doodle-doo that ends in raspy, pathetic notes. He gives
it three tries and falls asleep. And every hour, at what might
be on the hour, he demonstrates three more feeble attempts.
At 5:30am, he starts crowing with much more enthusiasm
and pitch... until around 8:00am, which is when we figure
he has breakfast.
Now, of course, the reason for his enthusiasm is because
the dogs have started up again, reminding the Mexican
workers, who walk the dusty roads to work, that they are
still in full protection mode. And I guess the rooster doesn’t
want to be outdone.
At 6:30am, there is the sound of distant drums, tubas,
and trumpets. This is called Reveille, and this is how the
soldiers at the nearby army camp start their day.
Then, somewhere around 7:00am, two large birds land
in nearby trees and call to each other. Their sound is a
mixture of a donkey braying and a duck squawking, and it’s
an awful sound.
At 8:30am, a truck with a loudspeaker wanders through
the streets with a recording of Tarzan’s yodel followed by the
word, “Agua” and what sounds like, “Clean, fresh water!” in
Spanish. This yodel is imprinted in your mind and as soon
as you hear it, you know it’s the water truck.
Not to be undone is the propane bottle truck. His
speakers bellow out, “Global G-a-a-a-a-a-as!”
Also, randomly throughout the day, a car with huge
loudspeakers circulates through the neighborhoods bellowing
about the local festivities, or the circus come to town, or the
future bullfights. There’s also a motor scooter that makes the
same announcements, but his speakers point fore and aft, and
I’m pretty sure that even though this guy wears a helmet, he’s
slowly going deaf. Somehow he hasn’t figured out to point
the speakers left and right instead.
16
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Also randomly and throughout the day are
explosions. The Mexicans are celebrating Lent
and San Patricio, and there are these rocketson-a-stick you can buy that you light, and the
head of it leaves the stick with a huge ‘whoosh’ and climbs
very high in the sky and then explodes in an ear-splitting
boom. The louder, the better. The more the merrier. And, if
you haven’t heard the ‘whoosh’ first, well, the boom is quite
startling, and since Mexican food keeps your digestives rather
loose... Well, let’s just say that all these startling booms could
quite possibly loosen more than you bargained for!
Now folks, we’re not done with the rooster yet...
He continues to cockle-doodle-doo throughout the day at
random intervals. So the way I figure it: The hens lay eggs...
and roosters lay hens... so the S.O.B. is simply boasting and
telling the rest of the world how good he is!
We will miss all these sounds.
Adios Mexico...
We will miss...
• Watching the pelicans and terns diving for fish
• Walking on the hot sand
• Looking at your beautiful wide-eyed children
•	Enjoying your peoples’ graciousness, generosity
and simple joyfulness
• Eating your tasty and spicy dishes
• Drinking your 88-cent beer
• Walking your cobblestoned streets
• Manoeuvring your lopsided and uneven sidewalks
• Eating your fresh and tasty fruits and vegetables
•	Trying not to stare at the young girls in their
stretchy mini-skirts and 5-inch stiletto heels
• Walking for miles along the water’s edge
•	Watching your families stroll around the square
in the evenings
•	Watching your children play together,
with no toys...
Adios, Mexico!

Letters Offshore
from

Fairwyn

Morocco and the Canary Islands

A

s of midnight on the 15th of October
2013, we are out in the Atlantic on
our way home to Vancouver. “Wait
a minute,” you say. “Vancouver is
on another ocean.” Yeah. Okay,
we’ll figure it out.

SPARKMAN AND STEPHENS
42' YAWL
Nancy and Stephen Carlman

But first things first. Where
will we go before we cross the
Atlantic in December?

of Abraham’s obedience to God’s will
that he sacrifice his son Isaac. Just in
time, Abraham is allowed to substitute
a ram for Isaac. In all of Morocco,
sheep are bought, butchered, and
roasted, and families gather for the
feast. Some cruisers who have met
Moroccans are invited to share the
festivities.

Several of the people in the
Atlantic Crossing Group, a dozen
or so boats in a loose group we
joined in Marina de Ragusa, Sicily
in the spring, have stopped in
Rabat, Morocco, before crossing
Marina Bouregreg with a bridge and tram in the background.
to the Canary Islands. We had first
decided to bypass Rabat because
the marina is up a river with a bar that can be crossed only on
a rising tide with a less than 1.8-metre swell. (The situation
reminds us of the bars − sand, that is − on the west coast of
the US.) However, cruisers’ reports of the marina’s capable
pilot boat and plenty of water in the river make us change
our minds.

Later we discover we are lucky
to arrive on a holiday because
normally the waters north and
south of Rabat are crowded at
night with fishing boats and their
nets. Those and the fog would
have made for some very uneasy
moments.

Typically, our progress south from the Strait of Gibraltar
is too slow (light wind) to make it to Rabat before nightfall,
so we shorten sail to arrive in the early morning when the
sun will be up and the flood tide will have started. All goes
well until at 0450h, we are engulfed in fog – first time in
years and definitely not welcome. What is Plan B? Go on to
Mohammedia? Stooge around until the fog lifts and hope it
does so before the tide turns?
At 0700h we release our breath as the fog lifts and we see
the entrance to the Bouregreg River with Rabat on the south
shore and Sale on the north. Marina Bouregreg responds to
our VHF call immediately. Ten minutes later the pilot boat
leads us into the river and up to the marina on the Sale side,
a passage of only 15 minutes or so, with no less than 10 feet
under the boat.
There we check into Morocco with police, immigration,
and customs and are assigned a slip in the marina near some
friends from the Atlantic Crossing Group. We are originally
supposed to wait for the sniffer dog, but this is a Muslim
holiday and the dog does not come. The holiday is in honour
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Fairwyn... (cont’d)

Marina Bouregreg is new, surrounded by apartment complexes
and restaurants in various stages of
construction. Dock A is reserved
for the king’s boats − six powerboats including a sport fishing boat
− watched over 24 hours a day by
specific guards. Maintenance men
clean the boats every day and run
their engines about once a week.
The whole two weeks we were in
Marina Bouregreg, no one took any
of the boats out.
New colourful trams provide
fast, comfortable transport through
Sale and Rabat and carry people
across the river, or you can take a
rudimentary water taxi from just
west of the marina.

The entrance to the Sale medina at night.

Rabat, the capital of Morocco, is definitely more prosperous and busy than Sale. The public market in Sale has
seen better days, with many stalls closed and others with
few products to sell. Fortunately, a nearby bakery sells both
European-style breads and Moroccan round breads − as well
as pastries that a buyer must steal from the wasps.
The marina office directs us to a laundry in Sale where
our clothes are washed, dried, and folded for the equivalent
of only $7.
Because we have already visited Fez and Meknes from
Melilla, we decide not to take any long trips into Morocco. We
do, however, take a day trip by one-hour train to Casablanca.
Rick’s Bar is there, but it is a new establishment opened in
the 1990s to cash in on nostalgia for the film. The main
attraction in Casablanca, the commercial capital of Morocco,
is the huge Hassan II Mosque on the Atlantic shore, with
such a tall minaret that it serves as a lighthouse. The gold
inlays and turquoise tile work on the outside are intricate
and beautiful. At certain hours, visits inside are possible but
expensive for non-Muslims.
With a recommendation from another cruiser, we have
breakfast in a garden courtyard restaurant built into and on
the wall surrounding the medina. The menu includes local
foods, such as various breads and pancakes served with
honey, Moroccan doughnuts, local fruits, and omelettes with
camel meat, as well as the ubiquitous mint tea.

Casablanca’s Hassan II Mosque.
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Although we have visited Morocco before, we soon learn
that Rabat and Sale are less touristy and more conservative

So Susan decides we will have a dock party
instead. A large sailboat on the ‘T’ at the end of
the Dock B clears its decks for the nibbles, and
everyone brings drinks. No problem with the
marina, and we have a good send-off for the boats
that leave in the next two days.

A garden courtyard restaurant in Casablanca – good food and atmosphere.

than Fez, Meknes, or Tangier. This has both good and bad
aspects. The souk in Rabat is much less frenetic with fewer
hard-sell vendors than more-visited places. However, finding
a bar in which a woman can be comfortable, or a restaurant
serving wine, is almost impossible unless one goes to an
upscale hotel. Even buying beer or wine (both of which
Morocco produces) is difficult. One supermarket that used
to sell alcohol closed its liquor section permanently. Another
supermarket, a taxi ride away from the marina,
opens its outside, blue-painted plywood alcohol
section only at 1600h, and three of us women
cruisers are the only women there except for the
well-groomed cashiers who do not wear hajibs.
As is usual with cruisers in marinas, we
are often sharing drinks on our various boats.
Susan, the founder of the Atlantic Crossing
Group, decides it would be a nice idea to have
a party before boats start to leave for the Canary
Islands. She asks the marina manager if we can
use a covered area outside a closed restaurant.
He says yes. Then on the day of the party when
Susan goes to check that everything is okay, he
says we cannot have any alcohol at the party.
As you can imagine, that does not go over well.
Susan comments later that she thinks if she had
been a man the manager might have been more
yielding, because alcohol is not forbidden to
infidels. What bothers her is the ‘yes’ and then
‘no’ at the last minute.

Just the night before we leave Marina
Bouregreg, Stephen and two other cruisers go to
a local hammam (spa) in Sale. This is definitely
not an experience set up for tourists, as some
hammams elsewhere in Morocco are. This one is
unmarked, located in a lane in the Sale medina.
The Moroccans who go to the hammam do so
because they have no bathrooms at home. The
cruisers have trouble finding it and have to be
guided by a fruit seller. They don’t know the
routine and since no one there speaks English,
they have to be shown how to douse themselves with hot
water and then wait for the attendant to scrub them with a
sandpaper glove. They are shocked by all the dirt and dead
skin that comes off. All three cruisers think it is a great
experience and encourage their wives to go during women’s
hours. However, there is no time, since we leave the next day.
Despite the many boats that want to leave the marina
on the same day, our clearing of the bureaucratic hurdles
goes well. Although the sniffer dog does visit some boats,

Fairwyn follows the pilot boat out of Rabat and back down the river.
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Fairwyn escapes his attentions. The pilot boat takes us down
the river in groups of two or three and we set off for the
Canary Islands.
The first night at sea we understand other cruisers’
concern about the fishing boats. They are all over, and the
lights at the ends of their nets are hard to see. If we get too
close, the fishing boats flash blue lights to warn us off. In a
way it is good the wind is so light that we must motor, since
we can therefore change course more easily.
Our passage to Tenerife in the Canary Islands, less
than 500 nautical miles, takes us five days of winds from 0
to 25, fortunately from the north and northeast, so we are
sometimes motoring or sailing slowly. As usual with us, we
have to slow down the last day to avoid arriving in the dark.
Even with very little of the genoa out, we cannot go more
slowly than 4.7 knots.
Just at dawn on Day 5, as we are approaching Santa
Cruz de Tenerife, three pilot whales guide us toward the
harbour. The worst waves we had on the whole crossing are
just outside the harbour entrance − short, choppy, and from
different directions.
I have always been somewhat superstitious about leaving
for a long voyage on a Friday. This time we leave Rabat on a

Friday and all goes well – until we try to get into a berth in
the marina with a crosswind. After one try, when we twist
around and almost go broadside into the anchors of other
moored boats, the marinero asks if he can give us a push,
as we try to manoeuvre into the slip. We agree, but rather
than pushing the stern of the boat, he pushes the bow hard.
Fairwyn climbs over the little finger dock and the anchor
damages a catamaran on the other side of the finger.
Consternation! The French skipper of the catamaran is
inspecting the damage and taking photos of it while Stephen
attempts to talk to him. Turns out Stephen’s French and the
French skipper’s English are so minimal that they have to
go to the marina office to get one of the women to interpret.
Fortunately for us, the skipper built the boat himself and says
he can repair it if a minor number of Euros changes hands.
In the next couple of days, Stephen cleans Fairwyn’s bow
where it was blackened by the rubber on the finger dock,
fills a couple of small dents, and then paints it.
So I am still not keen to leave for a passage on a Friday.
Stephen and Nancy
Fairwyn
En route to Somewhere

Falcon VII
The Four P’s of Harbour-Hopping

B

KELLY PETERSON 46 CUTTER
Trish and Jim Bowen

ack in the fall of 2011, we joined Fleet
in preparation for our 2013 trip down
the US coast to Mexico. One of the subjects
discussed at Fleet, and researched and presented by our
friends Tony and Kathy Silver, laid out the various options
for cruising down the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and
California before entering Mexican waters. Tony and Kathy
talked about the three options normally considered, and
discussed some of the details and issues that applied to each.
Some would choose the offshore route, staying around 100
miles out, and going non-stop until they reached San Diego.
Others would take an intermediate route, staying about 60
miles offshore, with their first planned port of call being San
Francisco, but being prepared to make intermediate stops if
needed. A third group would choose to harbour-hop all the
way down the coast, visiting as many anchorages, towns,
and cities as desired.
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Almost from the very moment of
deciding to sail to Mexico and beyond,
we both knew that we wanted to harbourhop our way down to Mexico. We felt we
would enjoy a schedule of being in an anchorage or at the
dock most nights, with just a handful of overnight passages
thrown into the mix. We knew from participation in VICE,
and from our cruising in Alaska, that we are comfortable
standing solo night watches, but it was not something either
of us wanted to do on a continual basis at that point. We
also knew that making bar crossings, and timing them well,
would be something we would have to prepare for, but we
looked forward to that as a new experience.
So with our decision made, we headed south to enjoy
the four P’s of harbour-hopping: People, Places, Provisioning,
and Parts.
People: We had barely left our local waters before we met
up with some fellow BCA members in Port Angeles. They
were taking the express route south, so we spent a little time

with them, visiting and shopping in town, before saying our
goodbyes. While in Neah Bay two days later, we met up with
our first group of other cruisers heading south and planning
to harbour-hop like us. Where else other than in cruising
circles could you put two biologists, a software engineer, a
social worker, an accountant, a chef, a massage therapist, a
shipwright, an office administrator, an IT manager, and two
construction contractors together and find that they all enjoy
such a wonderful common bond? What other environment
finds you meeting someone one minute and having a potluck
dinner with them the next, feeling like you’ve been friends
for years? It was quite a group, and while awaiting a decent
weather window for five days, we got to know each other
very well. We hiked to the local anthropological museum
together (a must-see), shared lots of food and stories, and
talked strategies during the damp evenings.
We finally were able to leave Neah Bay and by the time
we had arrived in Coos Bay, we felt like we had a great camaraderie going with our new-found friends and we connected
with even more cruisers while we were stuck at the docks
there, waiting out gale force winds for a few days. Eventually,
our ‘herd’ headed south. Some were fast, some slow. Some
lingered for extended visits at each new stop, some moved on
after a day or so. Some had a time-line in mind; some made
a point of not looking at clocks and calendars. Despite our
widely varying styles, we managed to connect with each other
at various anchorages and harbours over the next couple of
months. We shared information by email, and stayed in touch
by passing greetings and messages back and forth as our
group spread out. We sent weather information and harbour
knowledge to those behind us and thanked those in front for
their additions to our knowledge base. When we arrived at
the same marina, it was like greeting long lost friends, even
though we had only met a few weeks before. We went on
excursions as a group or individually, as the mood struck us.
Many hours were spent sitting in various cockpits, discussing mechanics, electronics, water makers, weather, cruising
costs, and countless other boating topics.
We have always found that cruisers will jump at the
opportunity to help fellow cruisers, and we were the lucky
beneficiaries of that habit on our way down. After leaving
Neah Bay, our autopilot malfunctioned and we had to shut
it down until we could figure out how to repair it. As we
had yet to set up our wind vane steering (the list is never
completed), this led to hours of hand-steering in some pretty
lumpy seas and uncomfortable conditions for three overnight
passages. As luck would have it, we ran into Doug and Martha
from Thea a bit further down the coast. Coincidentally, they

had the same actuator arm on board as part of their backup
autopilot and with no hesitation at all, they unbolted it and
lent it to us until we could figure out how best to fix ours.
We were very appreciative and enjoyed the next overnighter
much more with our autopilot back in action.
We encountered many locals with whom we made good,
if brief, connections. They were often genuinely interested in
our adventures and our chosen lifestyle. Their helpfulness,
generosity, and fresh outlooks on life were always appreciated – from the taxi driver who played Pink Floyd on the
stereo and sang the lyrics out loud along with Jim, to the
local fisherman who gave us advice on crossing the Columbia
River bar, to the off-duty nurse who offered to drive us and
our groceries to Falcon VII when we found out there were
no taxis in Morro Bay – they all enriched our experience in
their own ways. In Alameda we met a couple who had made
a connection with the previous owners of our boat years
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before. Based on only that, within five minutes
of meeting us, they offered to lend us their car
or drive us anywhere we might need to go in
San Francisco. In San Diego, employees at the
hotel next to our marina made dozens of photocopies for us and let us use their printer, all at
no charge. Once, a total stranger saw us taking
the propane tanks off the boat and insisted on
driving them across town for us, filling them,
and delivering them back to us. These encounters added to the many great memories of our
trip south.
Places: Our schedule was pretty flexible and
consequently we had lots of time to enjoy each
place we visited. Sometimes, although planning
departure on a certain day, we would find out
about a good museum to visit, a great hiking
trail, or a fantastic restaurant, and postpone
our departure for a while to further immerse
ourselves in a particular area. In Washington
and Oregon, we were more likely to be waiting
for good weather, while in California, it was more often a
matter of simply wanting to ‘chill’ for a bit longer. In Eureka,
seven of us rented a van for a day and explored the National
Redwood Forest, including stopping at a funky old ‘50s-style
roadside diner for lunch. We shared stories, laughed lots,
and even drove through a Redwood tree! Shortly after that,
we spent an afternoon hiking around quiet Bodega Bay in
search of a bakery, enjoying the California countryside at
the same time.
A few days later we passed under the Golden Gate Bridge
and anchored at Aquatic Park in downtown San Francisco.
Within minutes we were ashore, enjoying a great vantage
point, where we watched two America’s Cup races before
retiring for the night. Over the next few days, with fellow
cruisers and with local sailors, we watched more races.
Six of us celebrated Oracle’s amazing comeback victory
as we watched from the finish line, and then went to the
highly emotional awards ceremony. Rob Murray from BCA
Vancouver, who had visited the city many times, became our
unofficial downtown tour guide. We meandered up and down
the steep hills, took the cable car from one end of the tracks
to the other, found a great little Italian restaurant, and visited
infamous Haight-Ashbury for a flashback to the Sixties.
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Falcon VII sailing along the Oregon coast.

A week later, we said our goodbyes and took off for the
San Francisco Delta Area. The Delta (or Tulles) comprises
hundreds of miles of inland waterways and the Sacramento
and Joaquin rivers, running through the lush agricultural
heartland of the Sacramento Valley. We were cruising in rivers
and narrow shallow channels, in depths down to 8 feet. We
anchored in millpond-still water in tiny sloughs and next
to rocky dykes, watching cows in the pasture six feet below
our keel. We sat in the cockpit in the quiet of the evenings,
surrounded by flocks of tropical sounding birds. We sailed
past the hills of Montezuma, covered with hundreds of giant
white windmills generating electricity for power-hungry
Californians. We explored the town of Pittsburgh, California
and its rejuvenated harbour area and marina, as well as many
other towns, small and large.
After almost a month in the wonderful San Francisco
Bay area, we headed further south along the California
coastline. We stayed in Monterey for a week, where we rented
bikes and rode the coastal highway towards Pebble Beach
and Carmel. Monterey’s world-class aquarium was simply
stunning, and we enjoyed a day-long visit. Later, we visited
Morro Bay before spending several glorious days exploring
the Channel Islands, in particular Avalon and Cat Harbor.
We suffered culture shock at Newport Beach, home of the
rich and famous, before we made it to Oceanside, Mission
Bay, and San Diego.

San Diego, with its huge military presence, lived up to
its reputation as ‘the’ place for last minute boat parts and
supplies, and also its reputation as being an expensive place
to stay.
All in all, each anchorage, town, or city had something
great to offer and we enjoyed our time in every place we
stayed.
Provisioning and Parts: Harbour-hopping made provisioning
easy because we had opportunities to restock on a regular
basis. Fresh bakery bread and produce were easy to get, as
were the inexpensive wines carried everywhere. We often
walked or took a bus to the supermarket with another
cruising couple and then shared a cab back to the marina with
our haul of groceries. Oregon was by far the cheapest place
to buy food, so we did a major provision before we entered
California. Fuel and water were reliably available all down
the coast. Diesel ranged in cost from $1.01 in Neah Bay to
$1.20 in San Diego (Canadian Dollars per litre). We anchored
out as often as we could, but visits to civilization − with its
chandleries, restaurants, shops, and attractions − did tend to
stretch the budget sometimes. We found the farther south
we went, the better maintained the marinas and shore side
facilities were, but the more we had to pay for them. Oregon
moorage averaged about $20 a night, while Californian
marinas charged around $50 a night for a 50-foot slip.

internet helped a great deal in finding the parts and supplies
we needed, making payments, and arranging shipping.
As we finish writing this article, we notice that the
longest sections are the People and Places. Provisioning and
Parts is much smaller, representing almost just a footnote.
This completely reflects our experience on the way down,
confirming for us what we love most about the cruising life:
meeting new people and experiencing new places. Harbourhopping worked very well for us and we enjoyed every single
day of it. We had some terrific experiences with other cruisers
and with locals and appreciated the time we took to explore
the coastline. In fact, if we were to head down the coast again
tomorrow, we wouldn’t change a thing.
We are writing this on a warm March day in Mazatlan,
Mexico after enjoying Carnival for a week and then taking
a trip inland to visit the Copper Canyon for a few days. If
you would like to follow our adventure, visit us on our blog
at sail-falconvii.blogspot.com.

When our autopilot broke down, we researched the parts
needed, made phone calls to companies in Washington, and
had the parts couriered to the marina in Alameda. When we
returned from our trip to the Delta, the parts were waiting
for us at the marina office.
We visited chandleries in many communities and were
very impressed with how complete the stock often was.
Englund’s marine and hardware store chain was super and
West Marine outlets were everywhere, although often not
as well-stocked as the local chandlery. Alameda has a great
chandlery called Svensons. In Newport Beach we found a
great boating supply store called Minney’s, which has acres of
high quality, used boating items. We were able to purchase a
used high-tensile Danforth stern anchor, 20 feet of new chain,
and 200 feet of new line for about 40% of what we had been
quoted at a chandlery. We also purchased mosquito netting
supplies online and arranged to have them shipped to, and
held for us, by the San Diego Yacht Club. We found port
light and hatch gasket material in the industrial part of San
Diego and saved a few hundred dollars in the process! Using
an AT&T data plan for our iPhone/iPad for access to the
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Sea Whisper

Landfall at Hiva Oa

FRASER 50 KETCH
Lionel Dobson and
Barbara Erickson

I

have recently read Tilikum by Norman
Luxton, the incredible story of a European
and a Canadian who set out from Victoria,
BC in a Salish dugout canoe to circumnavigate in 1909.
Luxton spoke of how, in the Cook Islands, in the dark of the
night, he could smell the land.

Several miles from our landfall at Atuona Bay, Hiva Oa,
we could see the black mountain and the outline of Hiva Oa
under the full moon and the Southern Cross. “There’s land!”
shouted the Captain. And a few miles later, “I can smell the
land!” shouted the First Mate. A woodsy, sweet, and earthly
aroma wafted through the sea air from the land, filling our
senses. Ah, the Marquesas, French Polynesia… Sea Whisper
has arrived. Both on deck for this momentous occasion, we
looked at each other with a sense of bitter sweetness. It had
been 19 days, 19+ hours since we left the Galapagos to cross
the Pacific, just under 3,000 nm. On one hand, we wanted
this Pacific crossing to end but, on the other, this adventure
had truly awakened all our senses and given us new meaning
to life. And now, what new adventures await us!

FIRST IMPRESSIONS – Atu’ona, Hiva Oa,
Marquesas

Ah, the scenery. Atu’ona is a small village
in the middle of the mountains. Nature has
carved out emerald forests and lush jungles. A skyline of
basalt pinnacles jut out of the cobalt-blue sea. Waterfalls
trickle down vertical canyons. The beauty is breathtaking.
About the village: The town of Atu’ona is a 5 km. walk
away, so we hoof it to the Gendarmarie, the Banque, Lavateria,
le Magasin, the Internet. What would you do if a young
garçon ran in front of you with a very large crate of freshly
baked baguettes? You’d probably chase after him. Well that’s
exactly what I did! Nikon camera in hand, I’m ready for the
‘Kodak moment’. He planted the warm baguettes right on the
sidewalk and a sea of hands grasped the hot bread in the wink
of an eye. I barely managed to claim the last two, pay two
French Polynesian Francs, and then run back across the road.
“Look what I’ve got, Lionel!” When in Polynesia, do what
the Polynesians do. Sit down on the curb and begin chewing
a hot, crusty baguette. A fresh baguette, the first of many!

A basket of fresh, hot, crusty baguettes. Manifique!

Sea Whisper anchored in Hakahau Harbour, Ua Pou, Marquesas Islands.
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The village is nestled at the bottom of a valley. There
are concrete streets, concrete drainage ditches, and some
prefab bungalows. Scattered about the powerful landscape
are statues and tikis at ceremonial centres; along with the
gravesites of famous painter, Paul Gauguin, and singer/songwriter, Jacques Brel. Not difficult to see how these artists were
won over with the sheer magic of the Marquesas.

Sunday Church and Raw Fish

O

n Sunday, we walked the five miles to the Catholic
Church for at 0800h service. It was an impressive
sight to see the clergy and others progress into the open
air sanctuary in their Sunday ‘whites’. Inside, basket
bouquets overflowed with fronds and clusters of red and
pink ginger and white jasmine. Bongo drums beat to
Tahitian songs and hymns, as three and four generations
of Marquesans began to sing…loud! The words are on the
wall and everyone sings loud. The music overcame us and
we joined in with the throng. “Ka tika ‘i a koe kia tuka i te
‘oko ki raro mai ‘ akarakara ‘ua nei au!” Yes, we stumbled
and yes, we had goose bumps! And then, before the service
ended, the passing of the peace. The Marquesans, with their
Tahitian hospitality, extended their smiles and handshakes
to us Canadians. “Ia ora na,” (Let there be Life) each one
repeated. It felt like a Heaven-on-Earth morning!
Sashimi and Poisson Cru: After church and a walk about
town, we headed to a restaurant with a grand view of the
Bay of Taihae. Fellow cruisers joined us for fish, which in
Polynesia, is most often eaten raw (Poisson Cru). Not ever
have we tasted such delicious Sashimi presented on a bed of
shredded cabbage with a delectable ginger sauce. With a side
of Pommes Frits and a glass of French wine, we all agreed
that life is good. And here is the recipe for:
TAHITIAN-STYLE POISSON CRU

Tatau − Marquesan traditional tattoos.

The Polynesians, the Tattoos, the Tikis

L

aid-back would be the best way to describe the
Marquesans. The family is the strong element of their
society. Everyone is very friendly and easily breaks into a
warm smile when they greet us. However, their Polynesian
traditions are being challenged by the modern world. Their
traditional diets are being substituted by processed western
food. Everywhere we go, we see several people walking
with a coke in one hand and a bag of chips in the
other. Obesity is common and Diabetes Type 2 is
on the rise.

Ingredients:

Method:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.	Cut the fish into small pieces and
soak it in salt water for 5 minutes.

500g of red tuna
2 tomatoes
1 small cucumber
2 green limes
1 onion
1/2 cup coconut milk
parsley
1 green onion
Salt and pepper

2.	In a salad bowl, put diced
tomatoes and cucumbers, thinly
sliced onion, cut green onion and
chopped parsley.
3.	Add lime juice, salt and pepper
and let soak for a few minutes.
4.	Drain the fish, add to the bowl and
mix well with other ingredients.
5.	Add the coconut milk at the last
minute.
6. Serve very fresh.
Serves 6

TATTOOS: In Captain Cook’s journals, he talks about
boys and girls being tattooed from the age of 14 to
mark puberty. In ancient times, people and warriors
were tattooed as a symbol of their clan, to mark
puberty into adulthood, and to tattoo their faces to
terrify the enemy. I met a Polynesian man in Nuka
Hiva, a small village. His tattooed face was very scary
and, in fun, he imitated a warrior. In church, I sat
behind a lady with a tiny turtle tattooed on her back.
And then there’s the full body (Pe’a) male tattoo. I
think I’ll pass on that one…but maybe something
simpler? Maybe.
TIKIS: With a guide driving us in an open air
4x4 pickup, we journeyed into the valleys and
mountains that boast breathtaking views. We drove
to Puama’u village, where we found evidence of
25
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An ancient tiki at the Tetahuna Archaeological site, Ua Pou.

the pre-European Marquesan civilization. We discovered
five Tikis standing in the religious sanctuary. We viewed the
Pae Pae platforms – the massive stone platforms where the
Polynesians lived.
There stood Taka’i’i, 2.67 meters high, the tallest tiki
in French Polynesia. This warlord is known for strength.
And he was not to be missed! We then started to be on the
lookout for tikis. We found them everywhere. They were in
the town sites, in private gardens, and hidden in the jungle
with their mana – their spiritual power. And then, one day
in the village, I found my very own stone tiki. It was carved
by an 82-year-old Tahitian who had been carving tiki statues
from wood and stone for 40 or more years. Our tiki is ever
so special and will be a fine memory of the Marquesas.

Just Add Water.

Scan to watch a video
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Barbara and the 82-year-old carver, with Sea Whisper’s tiki.

Wild Adventures on Nuka Hiva
4WD WITH LIONEL: Five cruisers decided to rent a 4WD for the
day to explore the second largest island in French Polynesia.
Knowing how squirrelly, steep and dangerous some of the
roads were to drive, even in the best of conditions, Lionel,
the heavy duty machine operator, was unanimously voted
to be our designated driver. Some of the locals had given
us a bit of a warning about venturing off on this trip as the
weather was rather stormy and it had
been raining heavily the night before.
“C’est dangereux,” as they looked up
to the mountains where the rain might
have washed out roads or there could be
falling rock. Lionel said we’d give it a try.
Off we went to circumnavigate the
340 sq. km. of Nuka Hiva. We made our
way, climbing around razor-edged cliffs,
our heads snapping in every direction
to view Robinson Crusoe beaches,
tumbling waterfalls, steep canyons,
and lush valleys. We stopped at the
archaeological sites, the graceful little
village in which Robert Louis Stevenson

Slogging through the fast-flowing river.

spent time in 1888, and then to Chez Yvonne, a traditional
Polynesian restaurant for our lunch. Goat stew, Poisson Cru,
and shrimp were the lunch fare.
Despite further warnings about continuing our journey,
Lionel decided we could press on and take it easy. Carefully
manoeuvring around sharp corners and steep drop-offs, we
crept along attempting a shorter route. Passing a couple of
trucks was a challenge and then a road washout. Yikes! What
now? I waded across the river. Not an easy task with camera
in hand, stumbling over rocks through muddy waters. The
4WD forged ahead and Lionel got teased for the short cut
through the swamp. After driving through jungle, desert, and
tropical forests in bad road conditions, we amazed the locals
by making it back in one piece.

Waterfall Hike – Getting wet up to our...

I

n Hakaui Bay, there is a hike to the Vaipo Waterfall, which
plunges 350m into a basin in the valley. It happens to be
the 3rd highest waterfall in the world. Lionel, our cruiser
friend Phil from Minnie B, and I signed up for this one.
There had been another deluge of rain all the day and night
before. The usual prep for hikes: Pack your lunch, grab
some rain gear, water, mosquito repellant, and a walking
stick… and don’t forget the chocolate M&M’s.
We loaded up the dinghy, drove it to the beach, and
then started the trek to the first river crossing. Not too bad,
the water was nearly up to our knees. For 2½ hours, we
navigated the soggy and stream-running trail dominated
by rocks, sticks and mud. We saw the Pae Pae platforms in
the jungle where ancient Polynesian tribes had lived several

The 800m Vaipo Waterfall is the third highest waterfall in the world.

hundred years ago. We kept getting closer and closer to the
waterfall, having crossed the river three more times. And
now, the last crossing.
The river was swift. Lionel went first, followed by Phil
and me. It was deep, nearly up to my waist. We struggled
across and after 30 more minutes of soggy hiking, we reached
the waterfall. Awestruck might come close to describing the
spectacular scenery and the cascading waterfall. Shafts of
light filtered through the enormous peaks. Lunch break, a
rest, and M&M’s for energy. Time to head back as the river
crossings could be higher and more difficult. They were!
The first was almost impassable. Again Lionel went ahead
and found a long stick to aid me across the rushing water.
Hiking all the way back to our dinghy, we were drenched by
the torrential rain. But, oh, what an adventure in Paradise!
It was time to move on… We left the inspiring landscape
and set sail for the Tuamotu Islands on May 29th.
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Crossing the Canada-US Marine Border:

Tula’s Ten Important Tips
for a Smooth Trip
By Peter Simpson, Tula
Beneteau Oceanis 39 Sloop

T

he United States side of the Salish
Sea contains a vast number of
interesting, safe, and quiet anchorages.
The clean fuel and water, adequate
provisioning, fine scenery, and a lack
of pirates have convinced us over the last few years to
explore the US Pacific NW on board Tula. Our mission has
been to understand all the rules, ensure we comply with
those rules, obtain the various permits and become very
‘trusted’ travellers. Our goal is to be able to travel south with
a minimum of hassle and focus instead on the pleasures of
sailing and cruising to some great places.
Some may regard having their personal and vessel information stored on both the Canada Border Services Agency
(CBSA) and US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
computers as an unnecessary intrusion into their private lives.
We do not share this concern. We simply want to be known,
accepted, and welcomed without fuss.
If you are cruising the US Pacific NW this summer,
consider starting your planning now and making the relevant
applications to ensure a hassle-free voyage. The various
customs and immigration rules are constantly changing:
Cross-check the information below, online, before departing.
Every time we crossed the border, we found the US
authorities to be very professional and courteous. We cannot
state that every return to Canada has been as seamless. Enough
said. A good measure of courtesy and politeness when dealing
with both the CBSA and the CBP goes a long way.
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Anchoring, Docking, Landing, or
Contact in US Waters

T

he US considers that if you travel
on your vessel into US waters and
do not anchor, dock, land, or have
contact with another vessel, then you do not need to declare
your entry to the CBP. We would not want to travel too
deeply into US waters without checking in, either by cell
phone or in person. If you were challenged by CBP as being
illegally in US waters, you could always try and request
clearance under the Right of Innocent Passage contained
in the United Nations Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): Part II,
Section 3, Articles 17 through 26. It is almost certain that
the CBP officer will not have the faintest idea what you
are talking about! This privilege should be only requested
in the event of serious on-board medical emergency or
mechanical breakdown, but in view of the US failure to
ratify this Treaty, you might not get far with your request. A
claim of immunity under the Right of Innocent Passage can
be successful in many foreign countries, including Canada.

Boaters Visiting Washington State

I

f your vessel is registered in Canada, you may stay in
Washington State waters for up to 60 days without a
permit. If you plan to stay longer, apply for a permit on
or before the 60th day of your visit. To get a permit, visit
any state vehicle licensing office and bring your Canadian
vessel registration certificate, etc. You may renew the permit
once for an additional 60 days. When the renewed permit
expires, you must either register your boat in Washington
or remove your boat from Washington waters.

Tula Travel Tip #1: Get a NEXUS Card

Tula Travel Tip #4: Get a Decal for Your Boat

T

his card affords pre-screened low-risk travelers expedited
processing by U.S. and Canadian border officials. To
apply for this card, the sailor needs to assemble a substantial
amount of supporting documentation and be interviewed by
both CBSA and CBP. The card can be used as proof of citizenship for both the land border and for small vessel arrivals.
Having this card will enable you to more easily obtain your
Boater Registration Number.

A

Tula Travel Tip #2: Get a Boater Registration Number
(BRN)

Tula Travel Tip #5: Consider Getting a Cruising
Licence

T

I

he BRN is unique to your vessel/master and should be
kept for subsequent visits. In the case of the master,
the number is attached to both the vessel and the person.
Passengers can also get BRN’s that are only attached to
their name. You will receive a BRN when you are issued a
NEXUS card. If you do not already have a NEXUS card or
BRN, you will be issued a BRN upon your first arrival. You
will be asked a series of questions pertaining to the master
of the vessel, passengers and vessel information. You will be
issued a BRN that you can provide each time you contact
the CBP, either in person or using your cell phone. The BRN
allows CBP to speed up the process of locating you on their
computer. Record your BRN’s in both your vessel log book
and your Canadian passport(s).

n annual decal is required for your boat and can be
obtained from DTOPS, a department of CBP. The cost
is $US 27.50 and must be affixed in a prominent place on
your boat. Consider the decal to be like a NEXUS card
for your boat. If your boat does not have a decal, the CBP
officer at your first port of entry will very quickly order one.
If you are taking a chartered vessel into the US, the charter
company should have already obtained one.

f your voyage plan in the US involves stopping at several
ports, consider requesting a Cruising Licence. Upon
arrival at each port in the US and when your vessel moves
from one customs region to another, the master shall
report the fact of arrival to the nearest CBP port of entry.
Applications for Cruising Licenses are obtained from the
CBP port director at the first port of arrival in the US. If
your vessel is foreign-flagged, you definitely need a Licence.
Although Canadian-registered vessels do not technically
need a Licence, try and obtain one, as during your multi-

Tula Travel Tip #3: Filing a Small Vessel Reporting
System (SVRS) Float Plan

Y

ou first must obtain an SVRS password from CBP. Float
plans consist of biographical information for all persons
aboard, vessel registration information and itinerary information. Once a float plan is entered and activated, SVRS
will issue a float plan number. Upon return to the United
States, the SVRS participant will contact an SVRS dedicated
telephone line manned by a CBP Officer or an automated
attendant. The CBP Officer or automated attendant will
ask a series of questions reflecting those on a Customs
Declaration (CBP Form 6059B) and provide the participant with their arrival number, or refer the participant to
a predetermined inspection site for a CBP inspection.
Persons traveling who are not SVRS members must report
to their nearest CBP Office for immigration processing
within 24 hours of arrival. We have never filed a float plan
and probably never will. Our itinerary on Tula never quite
seems to end up as we planned.
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port trip (say down the Oregon coast) you will no doubt
encounter a CBP officer who will ask for one. This requirement is poorly-enforced in some customs regions. The $US
5,000 fines for failing to check-in and not having a Cruising
Licence have been levied recently.

Tula Travel Tip #6: Ensure Your Canadian Passport is
Current

T

his goes without saying. No matter how much we
emphasize this point, we still encounter students
who arrive at Tula without a passport or with an expired
passport.

Tula Travel Tip #7: Be Aware of the US Agricultural
and Liquor Importation Laws

T

he US official list of agricultural products prohibited
from import is extensive. You will normally be asked
to declare the extent of alcohol on board. We now take
virtually no foodstuffs or alcohol across the border, as these
items are so much cheaper down south.

Tula Travel Tip #8: Use Your Cell Phone to Check With
Canadian and US Authorities

W

e have had better success checking into the US by
cell-phone than into Canada. The other day we did
receive a clearance number over the phone from the CBSA,
while still 2 nm away from the Van Isle customs dock. Our
recent US check-ins using our cell-phone from mid-ocean
have been quick and painless, as all on-board have had
BRNs. If even one member of your crew does not have a
BRN, a physical check-in of all on board at a US port of
entry is required. Keep your US clearance number handy all
the time you are in US waters and your Canadian number
even after you return and check back into Canada.
If you momentarily cross the border into the US by even
a mile, and then re-enter Canadian waters, the CBSA regards
this as ‘swerving’ and requires the Master to call the CBSA on
re-entering Canada to check in.

Tula Travel Tip #9: Store All Your Vessel’s Key
Documentation in a Binder

K

eep copies of all your ship’s papers and certificates
in an organized binder with the originals at home.
Registration and insurance certificates, Pleasure Craft
Operator and VHF Marine Radio cards, travel insurance
certificates, etc. There is a long list of documents. Unlike
Canada, the US requires that the vessel have a Radio Licence
for the main ship’s radio. And do not even think about
going south across the marine border without good travel
insurance!

Tula Travel Tip #10: When Interviewed, Keep Your
Cool!

T

he CBSA and the CBP have a lot of power and do not
hesitate to exercise that power. As a general rule, the
officers we have met on both sides have been courteous and
professional. As Master of the vessel, ensure you are the
only person on board that has interaction with any customs
officers.
We have not listed all the websites where you can find all
the above information, but it is easily located with any search
engine. Happy voyaging!

The information contained above is a summary of the
various rules as we understand them. This information
may not be complete at the time you cross the border.
Do not blame us if the US authorities seize your dog, or
worse, your boat.
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ALL HANDS ON TECH
By Bjarne Hansen
Hoku Pa’a

How to Fix a Hole in Your Boat

H

ave you ever removed some unneeded piece of gear
from inside your boat, and wondered how to patch
up your woodwork? Or, have you perhaps left an ancient
thermostat attached to a bulkhead, long after the heater
was replaced, simply because it covered the hole?
Here’s an attractive patch that’s easy to make and
inexpensive.

6.	Bending the veneer
onto the curves of the
plate will be easier
along the grain, and
harder against the
grain. Do the easier
direction first:
a) Heat up and soften
the veneer using
your iron set to the
“Steam” setting.

Finished cover.

Supplies Needed:
• wood veneer
• electrical switch plate cover
• sharp knife
• sandpaper
• contact cement
•	iron (the household appliance, not the metal)
• varnish

Cutting corners makes bending the
veneer easier.

b) Carefully bend the
veneer to follow the curved edges of the cover.
A few minutes of steaming is usually enough
to get the wood to bend without breaking. Use
firm pressure to get the contact cement to stick.
If you have trouble, try applying more cement
and then use rubber bands to hold the veneer in
place while the glue dries and the wood stiffens
into shape.
7. After doing the two easy edges, use the knife to
trim away excess veneer. Then repeat step 6 along
the two against-the-grain edges. It may take more
steaming to soften the veneer enough.
8. Do a final trim.
9. Sand and varnish.

1. Cut a piece of veneer slightly larger than the switch
plate cover.

10.Attach to your bulkhead with screws or an adhesive
like 3M 4200.

2. Sand the front surface of the cover with coarse
sandpaper (helps the glue to stick).

Final tips:

3. Apply contact cement to the cover and to the veneer.
Let dry according to instructions.
4. Firmly press the veneer onto the flat front of the
cover. Don’t worry yet about wrapping it around the
curved edges.
5. Using a sharp blade, cut the veneer at each of the
four corners, in to where the curve on the plate ends
and the flat part begins. The idea is to make bending
the veneer easier in the next step.

• Veneer can be bought from Lee Valley Tools. They
sell a large pizza-box full of various sizes and species
of wood. Great for other repairs, too.
• Switch covers come in various sizes; choose whatever
fits best.
• If you want to pimp-up your AC outlets, use an outlet
instead of switch cover and cut holes for the sockets
after gluing.
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OOPS!
Submitted by:
Subject:
Location:

LESSONS
LEARNED … The Hard Way
			
Norm Cooper, Sarah Jean II
Niue, South Pacific
California Yacht Club, Marina del Rey, California

Situation:	Our diesel engine drive system was not operational so we decided to stop at Niue for repairs.
The only place to stop in Niue is a deep open bay on the west side of the island. It is too deep
to anchor but there is a mooring field. Normally, with the prevailing SE winds, this mooring
field is well protected. On this particular day, the wind was blowing about 12 knots from the
NW, making a lee shore. With no engine and it being too deep to anchor, we had to sail onto
a mooring. Other cruisers were standing by to assist us to catch the mooring. Their dinghies
were launched.
Mistake Made:	Not having sailed onto a mooring before, our timing was not good. We stalled the boat before
reaching the mooring and began drifting backward in irons towards the shore. Attempts by
other cruisers to push us away from the shore, using their dinghies as tugboats, were not
successful. In fact one dinghy overturned. At the last moment, we were able to get our drive
system going and limped to the nearest empty mooring. We had come very close to losing our
boat. Many mistakes had been made. See below.
Lesson Learned:	Never deliberately sail towards a lee shore with no engine available for backup, especially if it
is too deep to anchor. This can be suicidal.
		Practice, practice, practice sailing on and off the anchor, and on and off moorings, until you
are really good at it. It can be fun, too! Always keep a headsail up for maximum power. Then
you will be ready for emergency maneuvers if the engine fails.
		Dinghies do not make good tugboats. For a dinghy and outboard motor to provide emergency
propulsion, it must be strapped securely to the aft quarter of the hull. Two dinghies are better
than one. If using this technique, strap on the dinghy and test everything well away from
shore.
		When approaching land, remove anchor pins, turn on your anchor windlass breakers, and
be ready to drop the hook if something goes wrong. This anchorage was deep but an anchor
might have kept us off the shore had the engine not started at the last moment.
		

Have several layers of contingency plans. What is plan B? If it does not work, what is plan C?

Repairs		We could not fix the boat in Niue so sailed to Tonga. We strapped double dinghies in place
when we got near to land in Tonga. Friends came out to help us. This allowed us to negotiate
a tricky pass and motor effortlessly onto a mooring in a protected inner harbour. We made
repairs there and then started working on our sailing skills by sailing on and off the anchor
on a regular basis.
Have a Story? 	We have all made mistakes and learned valuable lessons the hard way. Do you have a story you
want to share with BCA members so we can learn from your experience? If so, please submit
it for publication in this column using the section headings ‘Submitted by’ through ‘Repairs’
or ‘Lesson Learned’. Thanks!
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Tradewinds
PLEASE NOTE: Nautical ads placed in Tradewinds are free to BCA members and are printed on a monthly basis.
Cost for a one-month ad to non-members is $35.00 CDN plus $10.00 for a photo. Cheques are payable to Bluewater
Cruising Association and are sent to the BCA Treasurer at Bluewater Cruising Association, 8886 Hudson Street,
Vancouver, BC V6P 4N2. Please post your ad to the website, www.bluewatercruising.org/forums/ and/or email
your ad to currents@bluewatercruising.org with ‘Tradewinds’ and your name in the subject line.
The submission deadline is the 15th of the month for the month-after-next issue, e.g., July 15th for the
September issue. Ads must be renewed monthly. For ads posted to the website: To have your ad removed
after your item has sold, please contact the Webmaster at webmaster@bluewatercruising.org and the
Currents Editor at currents@bluewatercruising.org. Thank you!

BOATS
For Sale: Trintella IIIA
(1974) 36 ft Ketch.
Center cockpit, Van
de Stadt design, built
in Holland by Anne
Weaver. GRP hull and
superstructure built to
Lloyds specifications.
Teak decks,
articulating aluminum
masts, Perkins diesel
engine 50-HP (4 litre/
hr.), hardened glass
in aluminum frames
with ‘destroyer-style’
rain-view, full cockpit
dodger/enclosure and winter cover (2009). Classic
teak interior, three cabins including spacious aft cabin,
2-burner stove and oven (2011), diesel cabin heater,
generous storage areas in all cabins including full length
hanging lockers. GRP water tank (400 litres) and fuel
tanks (2 tanks, 200 litres each). Roller furling headsail,
partially-battened main and mizzen sails, and mizzen
staysail, all in good condition.
This is a well-loved boat and she has had only three
owners. We have had her for the last 25 years and she has
been an excellent boat for cruising with small children.
She is stable and comfortable in all weather. A two-foot
bowsprit was added some years ago, allowing for a more
generous genoa and better performance in lighter winds.
She would make a wonderful coastal cruiser for a family,
or she is capable of rugged offshore adventures. Although
she is old, she has lots of life left in her. A recent (2010)
survey is available on request. Asking price is $30,000
Canadian. johnbmartyn@gmail.com.

For Sale: Reliance 44 offshore cruising vessel.
Well-maintained and ready to go offshore today.
One owner family since buying the hull in 1987.
Her latest cruise was 5 weeks this past summer in Puget
Sound. Berthed at Sea to Sky Marina, Squamish.
More information is available at www.yachtworld.com.
Email jjgracie@telus.net.

For Sale: Caretta, Tartan 42. Fantastic ocean cruiser
for sale, with 8 berths in three cabins, 9 sails, and great
equipment for safe, fun sailing in coastal or offshore
waters! A classic Sparkman & Stephens design Exceptionally well-equipped and maintained annually
by knowledgeable owner. Upgrades have included all
standing rigging, running lines, lifelines, furler, hatch
glass, Comnav 1420 autopilot, Monitor servo-vane,
gearbox, windlass, dodger and bimini, interior lighting,
etc. Also has VHF plus SSB radio with backstay antenna,
Pactor modem for weather/e-mail via laptop. Three
anchors, 4-person liferaft, Garmin Chartplotter, radar,
etc. and much more - plus many spares. Bottom paint
and zincs for shaft and MaxProp replaced annually (most
recently June, 2013). Insurance survey checked out
‘A-1’. Copy of full specs and survey on request. A fully
equipped vessel for $89,000 − local and ready to go!
Contact John Reid, 604.461.1277.

continued on page 34
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two-speed self-tailing Anderson winches for jib. We are
asking $35,000. We also have (and will not sell unless the
Catalina sells) a triple-axle, custom-built trailer. The boat
is currently located on Kootenay Lake, but we have the
ability (and experience) to move the boat elsewhere, cost
negotiable. Contact Dave and Diane Cherry,
cherrys4@telus.net, (h) 250.352.5646, (c) 250.354.8566.
For Sale: Morgan 36 ‘Out Island’ Sloop. Built 1973 by
Morgan Yachts, Right Galah sailed in Lake Ontario
until 1999. She is a solid, roomy, comfortable, proven
center-cockpit liveaboard cruiser. She has taken us
from Toronto to New Orleans and from Vancouver to
Costa Rica, as well as doing local cruising. We added
a custom aluminum hardtop, glass windshield, and
full side curtains for Northwest weather. Large aft
cabin, main cabin, V-berth, and 2 heads. 40-hp Volvo
turbo-diesel, in an accessible engine room. Hydraulic
autopilot, GPS, and 16-mile radar. Re-wired DC
system, solar panels on the hardtop. Upsized rigging,
Sta-Lok terminals. Full-batten main, 4 jibs (one is
roller-furling). 20 kg Bruce anchor and 100' chain
rode. Lots of interior storage. $30,000. Contact Charles
Cohen at cpcohen1945@yahoo.com or 604.537.1255.
For Sale: Fraser 36 Cutter.
It’s time to move on to
another adventure. We
are selling Aleydabeth,
our Fraser 36. She was
launched in 2008, and is
currently sitting in San
Blas, Mexico. She is well
built, well outfitted (how
many boats do you know
of with a Lavac Baby
Blake head?), and only 5 years old. We want to see if
there is any interest in the BCA community in Canada
before we list her with a broker in Mazatlan. We are
asking $120,000. I can provide any details requested.
Contact Lyle, lbalmers@gmail.com.
For Sale: 1982 Catalina 30. We have two boats (nice
but not practical), so the Catalina 30 has to be sold.
We have maintained and redone a lot of the boat,
from custom North Sails fully-battened main; bottom
redone; new 3-burner propane stove with oven;
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For Sale or Trade:
Nicholson 42. Gosling is
ready for her next
adventure. Built in
Britain in 1974, to Lloyd
Standards, she is a solid
and comfortable cruiser
with many upgrades. She is
presently on the Caribbean
side of the Panama Canal
but will be sailed to Rio
Dulce by April 2014. If
you are considering buying
a proven cruiser already situated in the tropics, consider
Gosling. She is ketch-rigged, center cockpit with solid
dodger, aft cabin, 84 HP dependable engine, and everything
you need to start your adventure. Delivery to the west coast
of Mexico might be considered. Asking price is $82,000.
Our aim is to downsize to a 36-38 ft boat, under 10 tons,
due to limitations of our club, so any offers of a trade/part
trade for a similarly equipped and dependable boat in BC,
Pacific NW, or Mexico’s west coast will be considered. For
more information and detailed inventory please contact
jgnadeau@hotmail.com. Please allow for Internet lapses
due to our itinerary this season. We will be cruising the
Panamanian coast to Cartagena then into the Caribbean
until April.
For Sale: Tides End, a
beautifully maintained,
one-owner Fraser 42, Interior
professionally renovated in
1988. Completely updated
for offshore cruising in 2000.
Presently moored in Rio Dulce,
Guatemala. A great place to
start your world cruising;
most everything you need
comes with the boat. Canadian
registered. Excellent offshore

Tradewinds
cruiser with center cockpit; aft cabin and large
V-berth; one head; nice galley with fridge/freezer
and a three-burner Force 10 stove with oven.
Spectra 200 gallon-per-day watermaker. C240
Isuzu engine, new in 2000. Six sails, Harken
roller furling; three 45-watt solar panels and a
Rutland 913 Wind generator. Also included is a
10' 2" West Marine dinghy with a 15hp Yamaha
o/b, new in 2009. Asking $75,000 CDN.
For a complete inventory list and recent photos,
please contact Reg at
ve0reg@telus.net.
For Sale: Catalina 380 (2000). SeaQuill is now for sale
since we have bought a catamaran in the BVI and are
going directly to cruising. She is a fantastic PNW boat
that is offshore capable. The 380 is heavy for a Catalina,
carrying over a Morgan design, which makes her very seakindly. Currently located in the Blaine Marina. If anyone is
interested, I can provide much more detail/Pics, etc.
Contact Peter Wagschal at pwagsc@hotmail.com.

For Sale: Wyndspree is a Stan Huntingford
designed 53-foot ketch ideal for offshore cruising
and living aboard. She is offered for sale at
$120,000. She was built in Burnaby, British
Columbia by Don Kemp and launched in 1979
after a seven-year build. She has a cutaway full
keel, airex-cored fibreglass hull, and balsa-cored
fibreglass deck. Ballast is 16,000 pounds of lead
encapsulated in the keel.
Features include: new (2010 - 60 hours) Volvo
Penta D2-55F diesel inboard, Quicksilver 310
inflatable, 15 HP Yamaha 4 stroke outboard,
hydraulic anchor windlass, recent complete
electrical rebuild including 2.5 kilowatt inverter
with 130-amp charger, 600-watt pure sine wave
inverter, four 80-watt solar panels, 4-burner
propane stove with oven, propane on-demand
water heater, Frigo-boat freezer / fridge,
Dickinson diesel Alaska heater, Raymarine C-70
chart plotter with
depth sounder; radar, VHF radio.
More information and photos available at:
http://wyndspree.webs.com/. Contact Al at
wyndspree@shaw.ca or 250.480.8908.

For Sale: Make your dreams come true by sailing away in
this offshore-ready, professionally custom-built, cutter-rigged
sailboat. This one-owner Fraser 41 has crossed the Pacific
with a family of four and is now located in the Caribbean
and ready to go again. Homers’ Odyssey has logged 40,000
miles to date with only 2800 hours on a 4-cyl Isuzu. New
Main, Yankee, Awlgrip, AIS, VHF, primary chain, batteries,
chart plotter. Two outboards, life raft, dinghy, cruising
sails including spinnaker, storm sails, drogue, SSB, Pactor
modem, two sounders, 4 anchors , solar panels, etc.
Please contact Stan and Lynn Homer at
stanlynn@gmail.com for more pictures and a complete list
of equipment. Owners are looking to cruise a trawler
on the West Coast of Canada. $89,000 US.
For Sale: 49' Wauquiez
Centurion. Immaculate
condition; ready to cruise.
Great interior comfort. Fast
passage-making ability. Fully
equipped. Located in La Paz,
Mexico – gateway to great
cruising. Price $210,000.
For full details, contact Jill
at jillyboat@yahoo.com or
phone at 778.863.5667.

continued on page 36
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For Sale: Ustupu is a 31' offshore cruiser designed
by Stan Huntingford, who designed the Rafiki 37,
Maple Leaf 52, and Passport 51. She is cutter-rigged
with a removable baby stay; Airex cored fibreglass
hull and balsa core deck, built to the same scantlings
as the Maple Leaf 48, by a local engineer under the
watchful eye of Huntingford himself.
Currently located in Hilo, Hawaii. Full ad on
Craigslist: http://honolulu.craigslist.org/big/
boa/3739213790.html. Price: $43,900. Contact me
at dan.schro@gmail.com for more details.
For Sale: 8' Mercury Inflatable Dinghy. Location:
Squamish. Contact: Geraldine 604.898.1740.

CREW
Looking for Crew: Papillon II, our PSC37, is heading
south to San Francisco the beginning of August on
a suitable weather window and requires a single
experienced crew member. Further routing will
include San Diego, and the Baja Ha-Ha. Accepting
applications. D. Boyer,
(h) 604.929.6430; (c) 604.861.1538.
Wanted – Instructor: I am looking for an offshore
instructor aboard for 10 to 15 days in June.
My boat is a Catalina 470, and is in Vancouver.
Thanks! Yi Sun, sunyi1920@gmail.com.
Kitimat Voyage 2014: This summer, beginning in
early June, we will be cruising for 7 weeks from
Sidney to Kitimat, BC to trace the route of the
proposed Enbridge marine tankers. We will be
taking students along on 5-day trips and if this
sounds of interest to you, please contact us. We
36

MAY 2014

CU R R E NTS

are currently preparing a detailed coastal cruising plan for this
trip and students will be able to join Tula at various ports up
the coast. Look for more information in April and May’s Tula’s
Cruising Log. If you are interested in coming along on this trip
or wish to upgrade your sailing qualifications, please contact
us. Our website at www.tulasailing.com is a treasure-trove of
information and we are always available to discuss with you
the unique West Coast sailing voyage you have always wanted
to take. Remember, that you cannot operate a marine radio
without holding a Restricted Operator Certificate – Maritime
qualification. We are now able to teach and certify this course
in addition to the Pleasure Craft Operator Certificate course.
We also teach these courses in conjunction with our other
cruising courses. We look forward to cruising with you on Tula
in 2014. Contact Peter Simpson at peter@tulasailing.com.

ELECTRONICS
For Sale: C-Map USA East Coast and Bahamas – Original issued
June 2012. $165. daragh40@hotmail.com.
For Sale: A full Robertson AP J300 system with Display, Remote
Control, newer fluxgate compass, and Computer. I expect there
are a few capacitors that need to be replaced in the computer
for it to be a fully functional system but don’t have the time to
investigate further. At a minimum you’d end up with a spare
display, remote, and fluxgate plus all the cables. Contact me at
email1@lhits.net for more details. This will go cheap... I don’t
want hard-to-find parts to go to waste. Thanks, Gary
For Sale: 3D printer, it makes any part you design very easily
in ABS plastic or nylon, for parts like flex couplings ,bushings,
etc. I will include training and any help needed to design
and print parts. For more info, please email
Pjensen11@hotmail.ca. Selling price $1,250; ready to go.
For Sale: C-Map NT+ chips:
• AF-C204.13 Southern Africa
• P&T: British Virgin Isles to Guadeloupe
• AF-C205.13 Eastern Africa
• IN-C202.13 Maldives to Gulf of Martaban
• M-N-C306.14 Bahamas
• AS-C201.14 Gulf of Thailand to Hainan
• AS-C206.14 Java and Indonesia
$200. for all or $40. per chip. Email Gerry at
gd.beau@yahoo.com.

Tradewinds
Wanted: Digital charts Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland. NDI Digital Ocean or
similar BSB format raster Canadian charts.
I have the C-Map C-Card version already but
would like BSB format for use with OpenCPN
on my laptop. daragh40@hotmail.com.
For Sale: C-Map Max Mega-Wide Electronic Chip South America including Galapagos, South Caribbean,
USA Gulf Coast, $CDN 250. AIS Receiver, Smart model
SR161, $CDN 100. Horn Loud Hailer - New in box;
Sonax 6-12 V DC, Model SP-30, $CDN 20. Please
email David or Carol at nuagesail@gmail.com or call
604.961.5381 or 250.891.8751.
Wanted: C maps for Furuno. I have an older Furuno
chart plotter and radar unit, probably about 2005. I am
looking for someone who has upgraded their unit to
a newer one and has old C-maps to dispose of. I have
Vancouver area and Cape Caution to Portland Canal.
I would like Vancouver Island charts; anything
else local would be useful. Contact Bill Bourlet,
bbourlet@shaw.ca,
(h) 604.739.1897, (c) 604.880.7282.

CHARTS AND BOOKS

Books Wanted: We recently took the Sail and Rigging
courses offered by BCA and are looking to buy the
Riggers Apprentice and the Sailmakers Apprentice (think
I have the titles correct) and wonder if anyone has
these books and wants to sell them? Please answer to
cherrys101@hotmail.com. Thanks, Diane
For Sale: Cruising guides and sailing books for sale.
All books and guides are in pristine condition.
Books
(In Canadian dollars) Refrigeration for Pleasure Boats
(hardcover) - Nigel Calder, $15
The Birds of Hawaii and the Tropical Pacific - Pratt,
Bruner, Berrett: a field guide, 2nd Ed., $25
Mariners’ Met Pack for South West Pacific - Bob McDavitt,
Produced for New Zealand Met Service 2002, $5
Offshore Cruising Encyclopedia – Dashew, $40
Sails – Harvey: the way they work and
how to make them, $15

Cruising Guides
(In Canadian dollars)
Charlie’s Charts of the U.S. Pacific Coast: Seattle, Washington
to San Diego, California,
Channel Islands, $10
New Zealand - Coastal Cruising Handbook - Royal Akarana
Yacht Club: Guide to NE coast of NZ and anchorages from
Three Kings Islands to Cape Kidnappers, $10
World Cruising Handbook (hardcover)
– Cornell, 2nd Ed., $45
Sailing Directions - West Coasts of Mexico
and Central America, 6th Ed. 1991, $2
101 Anchorages in Indonesia
(more info and price to be provided)
Cruising Guide to the Philippines - 2000
(more info and price to be provided)
Contact Carol or David,
nuagesail@gmail.com, 604.961.5381.
Wanted: Charts for journey from Greece to
Jamaica; also wanted: appropriate courtesy flags.
Call Jackie, 604.685.0491.
For Sale: East Coast USA Mainland to Gulf of Mexico
charts. Contact Jill Baty at 778.863.5667 or
email jillyboat@yahoo.com.

OTHER GEAR
For Sale: 75lb Genuine CQR anchor for sale. Very good
condition, galvanized, then painted white for visibility.
This anchor was my main anchor for a couple of years.
I replaced it with a larger Spade. This is a good anchor priced
to sell (new ones sell for over $1,300). $400 or best offer.
Contact Richard at rhudson@issuma.com.
For Sale: ReadyWelder II portable, battery-operated wire-feed
welder. Runs from 12 volt batteries (or 24 or 36 volts by
connecting batteries in series). Can also be used as a MIG
welder (requires gas bottle if used for MIG). Complete kit,
used, in good condition. Includes: MIG gun; ground clamp;
cables to connect to batteries; connector to allow switching
to reverse polarity; instruction manual; spare tips; several
spools of wire; case. More information about these units is
available at ReadyWelder.com. $300 or best offer.
Contact Richard at rhudson@issuma.com.

continued on page 38
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For Sale: Baja Fuel Filter. Welded aluminum construction.
Three filter separator screens - coarse, fine and water.
Protect your fuel pumps and injectors from contamination.
A must-have item for offshore sailors who will be buying
suspect fuel in Third world countries. Excellent condition,
used two seasons. Asking $50. Contact Bob at
jearyb@shaw.ca.
For Sale: 25lb CQR-type anchor (not genuine). Good back
up, in good condition. $25. Contact Glen at 604.531.1270.
For Sale: Spinnaker sock off a 38' sailboat. $100. Email
Gerry at gd.beau@yahoo.com.
For Sale: 100' 5/16th G4 high test anchor chain. Hot-dip
galvanized. Made in Italy. New. $250. Peter Jacobs, (h)
604.736.0021, (c) 604.454.4128.
For Sale: Leece-Neville 105-Amp 12-Volt alternator. 1"
single foot mount. Removable external regulator. New.
$250. Peter Jacobs, (h) 604.736.0021, (c) 604.454.4128.
For Sale: Various items. (1) Icom M502 VHF radio with
microphone. DSC ready, $200 Cdn. (2) Donvier electric
yoghurt maker - 6 containers, $15 Cdn.
(3) Skipping rope – new, $2 Cdn. Contact Carol or David,
nuagesail@gmail.com, 604.961.5381.
For Sale: Various items. (1) North Gennaker Snuffer. Like
new. Blue. 56' long. $500 obo. (2) ACR SM-2 Automatic
Marker Light with SOLAS mounting bracket per http://
www.landfallnavigation.com/acrstrobe.htm, $75. obo.
(3) Quick Astor 700 1000-watt Vertical Anchor Windlass
Vertical Windlass features an oval base with a hinged chain
inspection cover over an integral hawse pipe and a chromeplated bronze gypsy. A pressure arm ensures continued
control when using rope under light tension. This has a
5/16 chain gypsy and is still installed on boat so you can
see it work. $750 obo. (4) Forespar 933344 1" Marelone
ball valve. No thru hull. Brand new. $100. (5) 3/4 Groco
style ball valve (used) with new bronze mushroom thruhull. $35. Contact Dennis Giraud, 604.317.4083,
ultegra@spruceharbour.com.
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For Sale: Need extra fuel capacity? Polyolefin fuel tank,
11.5 gal capacity, mounting straps. Connections for fuel
gauge. Excellent condition. $85. OBO.
Contact jgnadeau@hotmail.com.
For Sale: Genuine CQR 60-lb. plow anchor - made in
Scotland! Forged steel construction. Hot dip galvanized.
Dimensions 44" L x 15-3/8" W x 16" H Suitable for
boats up to 40-60 ft in length. CQR is a favorite for
strength and performance in a wide range of bottom
conditions. Excellent penetration in sand, weeds, rocks,
and mud. Trouble-free anchor roller stowage. Attach
a trip line to eye on horn for easy break-out. Hinged
shank prevents breakout during wind shifts. This one is
essentially new - carried on board, but never deployed.
Retail price usually around $1000 - $1100. Willing to
sacrifice for $750! Contact John Reid at 604.461.1277.
For Sale: Samson XLS Yacht Braid, 1/2" diameter, white,
with red tracers - 16-strand polyester double braid, on
a polyester core featuring low stretch, smooth handling,
and long service life! Average Tensile Strength: 8,300
lbs. Weight per 100 ft: 8.2 lbs. Suitable for many uses:
halyards, mainsheets, spinnaker and jib/genoa sheets,
etc. New and unused! 365 ft of this top quality polyester
line for sale! Current retail price over $550.
Willing to sacrifice for $350 firm!
Contact John Reid, 604.461.1277.
For Sale and Wanted to Buy: I have a Manson Supreme
anchor 35# that I want to sell - it doesn’t fit my bowsprit
and I am looking for an Icom 802 SSB; a code zero
top-down furler; and a full set of scuba gear in a large
size. John Gleadle, super07@shaw.ca.
For Sale: 1990-era Hydrovane unit $2,800 OBO. This
unit has been around the world once and still works like
new. Has older remote course setting wire system with
broken plastic guides (does not affect functionality).
Includes Vane, control head, shaft, and rudder. Price
does not include the brackets as I plan to upgrade to
the new model with the larger rudder. We would work
together to include the brackets for your boat when I
order the new model. We have used the vane extensively
and it works fine, but I feel that we are at the upper end
of the displacement limits with the rudder. This would

Tradewinds
be a perfect option and great deal for >40 ft light-tomedium displacement, easy-to-balance boat.
Check out http://www.hydrovane.com/our-product/
parts/ for a full listing of what’s changed vs. buying
new, to make sure this lower-than-half-price unit will
work for you. Contact Gary Peacock for more details, at
gpeacock@lhits.net, 604.221.4855.
Flopper Stopper Opportunity: I’m going to be building a
flopper stopper along the lines of the Magma unit and
wonder if anyone else wants one built as well. They
should come in around $200 and will be built at least as
good as the commercial ones. If you are interested, get in
touch with me at super07@shaw.ca. John Gleadle.
For Sale: Genuine CQR anchor in excellent condition,
hot-dipped galvanized in 2013, $300. Contact David
Boyer at dboyer@aercoindustries.com
or 604.861.1538.

and HD 1/4" thick universal mounting arm. $125
complete. Call Gary at 250.286.1175,
ckellygwessel@gmail.com.
For Sale: Gori Folding Propeller
15" x 10 Pitch x 11/8" bore. Freshwater use only C/W
nut, 51" SS 11/8" Prop Shaft (I will cut it down to
your length), and 11/8" shaft coupling to suit Yanmar.
Out of a 38' C&C Landfall 33Hp Yanmar. Shaft has
very minor wear at cutlass and no wear at packing, as
it was used with a PSS seal. $450 complete. Call Gary
250.286.1175, ckellygwessel@gmail.com.
For Sale: Anchor chain. 200' of half-inch, BBB (rated
for half inch windlass), galvanized anchor chain.
Excellent condition. Have original invoice. Sale price,
$650. Contact David at 604.574.0429,
or takapuna14@gmail.com.

For Sale: Freezer SS engine-driven compressor and
holding plate; will sell separately. Also have lots of small
items for sale. Kent Webster, webtri@telus.net.

For Sale: Bottom paint. 2 gallons Interspeed 6200NA
BLACK – TBT Free CDP Antifouling (contained in
a 5-gallon can). Fresh paint, purchased on May 23,
2013. $225 OBO. Contact Ane Street 604.734.8805.

Partnership Wanted: Anyone interested in buying a
Sailrite sewing machine as a partnership and splitting
the cost? http://www.sailrite.com/Ultrafeed-LSZ-1Walking-Foot-Sewing-Machine.
Contact Trevor, tmccaw@gmail.com.

For Sale: Boat Items and Fishing Gear. We have a
large number of boat items as well as fishing gear
items that we no longer need and would like to
liquidate. You can view lists of those items on our
Kijiji Ad ID 499543836 and Ad ID 494557647.

For Sale: New Triple b 5/16" chain 100-125 feet $2.50/
foot. Contact Bill at william_jackson@shaw.ca.

For Sale: Natures Head Composting Toilet, which
meets all ‘No Discharge’ regulations for U.S. waters
and is a U.S. Coast Guard Approved and Certified
Type III marine head. Dimensions are: 20" tall, 17¾"
front to rear, 13" wide at the base, and 16¼" wide
at the seat. I paid over $1,100 with shipping and
handling for this Natures Head and Nicro Day / Night
exhaust fan. Asking $800. Call Paul, 604.722.4430.

For Sale: Small spinnaker, $350. Asymmetric cruising
chute with sock and turtle. Luff 27', foot 16'. Would
suit a Perry-designed Mirage 25 or similar boat. Red
and blue. Sail fabric in good condition, some rust stains.
Small tear in sock. Contact Don Brown at
delta_e_bravo@hotmail.com.
For Sale: 80 Amp Marine Alternator - Hitachi style dual
foot 31/8" Series 70 - to suit Yanmar etc. Used 2 seasons C/W Xantrex smart regulator, wiring harness,

For Sale: Navtec Series 7 Integral Backstay Adjuster.
Rebuilt last year by Blackline. Has a very small oil
weep at the handle. Sell for $600 obo. Ted Bannister,
250.792.3512.

continued on page 40
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Watch
Galley

Watch

Contributed by Peter Simpson, Tula
Beneteau Oceanis 39 Sloop

Nautical Cocktail Making
A couple of years ago, Michelle and I were asked to run
a 47-foot Leopard catamaran called Tarsha. We cruised
from True Blue Bay in Grenada almost to Saint Vincent
up through the spectacular Tobago Cays. While on board
Tarsha, we were introduced by friends in Barbados to two
wonderful nautical cocktails, the Barbadian national treasure
called simply ‘Rum Punch’ and the very famous ‘Dark ‘n
Stormy’. The latter used to be on the menu at Victoria’s
Bard and Banker pub and may still be. For some strange
reason, it was named on their menu after your humble
servant. We occasionally enjoy these cocktails on board
Tula in some quiet Gulf Islands anchorage after a day’s sail.

Punch comes from the Indian word ‘panch’, which means
‘five’. These mnemonics, courtesy of Gail Sames, will help
you remember those ingredients: ‘Sour, sweet, strong, weak
and spice’ or ‘One of sour, two of sweet, three of strong,
and four of weak’. After one or more of these delightful
drinks, remembering the fifth ingredient may be a challenge!
(Clue: the fifth ingredient being ‘bitters/ice/nutmeg’.)
Barbados abounds with Rum Houses, which are really just
someone’s house where you can while away the evening.
Before you know it – or perhaps not – it is time to wander
home. Driving (or sailing) is definitely not recommended
after visiting a Rum House.

Tradewinds
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For Sale: 100-lb. Fisherman anchor; much too large for
our needs. $300. Jean Baillargeon, 604.837.3581.
For Sale: Hydrovane self-steering unit for sale - X+10
shaft, ‘A’ bracket, plus normal package. Great unit but
no longer required. Paid over $8,000 including shipping
(comes from the UK). Asking $5,000 or reasonable offer.
ATN Gail sail, 100 sq ft. Brand new, never used. Paid
$960, asking $500 or reasonable offer. Drogue, $50. Ken
Downes, 604.574.3913.
For Sale: V-Berth tank from a 38' Sailboat. Suitable
for water or holding tank. Previously used for water.
32"long, 39" wide, 18" depth, gauge 1/2" thick nylon.
Replacement metal tank for fuel cost $1000. Location
Vancouver Island. ckellygwessel@gmail.com.
For Sale: 3/8" braided polypropylene line, spool 13" high
x 11.5" OD (600', I think), $50. Contact Charles Cohen
at cpcohen1945@yahoo.com or 604.537.1255.
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For Sale: Swi-Tec Emergency Boarding Ladder, 2.5
meter, instant deployment for MOB: $50. Contact
Charles Cohen at cpcohen1945@yahoo.com or
604.537.1255.
For Sale: Fortress Anchor - FX-16 aluminum anchor.
‘Mud palms’ included. Contact Charles Cohen at
cpcohen1945@yahoo.com or 604.537.1255.

MOORAGE
For Rent: Long term moorage at the Marinaside
Resort Marina (The Palms Marina). This is a gated
marina with security cameras. The slip is 46' and
can take a 42' vessel. The cost is $420 per/month.
The marina is a 5-minute walk from BC Ferries
and parking is available. This makes it a desirable
location for mainland cruisers for the ease of sailing
the Gulf Islands. Available April 1, 2014.
Please contact dockc13@gmail.com.

Barbadian Rum Punch

Dark ‘N Stormy

There are many variations for BRP and it is
normally made in batches of at least one gallon.
The sweetness of the sugar and the sourness of
the lime juice provide a tasty contrast. If you are
that way inclined, you can put one of those little
umbrellas in your drink. Be careful, though; after
a couple of these treasures, you may forget the
umbrella in your glass and attempt to imbibe it!

The DNS is reputedly the national drink of Bermuda, invented
just after World War 1. According to Esquire Magazine’s ‘Drinks
Database’, by the mid-nineteenth century, the official daily rum
ration of the British Royal Navy consisted of 2 ounces a head of
a blend of dark rums, dominated by the deeply funky stuff made
along the Demerara River in Guyana. Sometime after 1860,
Gosling Bros., of Hamilton, Bermuda, began marketing its
‘old rum’ – a peculiarly heavy blend of dark rums.

Ingredients:

Between 1860 and 1920, the Royal Navy added a ginger-beer
bottling plant to its massive Ireland Island Dockyards complex.
What the Navy was doing bottling ginger beer we don’t know,
unless it was intended as a temperance measure. If so, it failed.
The swabbies, given the choice between Demon rum and a
temperance beverage, said, “Fanx, gov, we’ll take both.’’
We’re with them.

•	1 part SOUR: 30 ml fresh lime juice and
Angostura Bitters
•	2 parts SWEET: 300 ml simple syrup with
Bajan (or brown) raw sugar and water, 1:1
•	3 parts STRONG: 450-500 ml Bajan rum...
Mount Gay, of course
• 4 parts WEAK: 600 ml water

This is going to sound like heresy, but we prefer our DNSs to be
made with Zaya Gran Reserva, a blended rum from the Caribbean.
Zaya has a deep, rich mahogany colour and is slightly sweet.

Directions:

Ingredients per glass:

1.	Mix in a jug and let it age for a day
(if possible!)
2. Serve in a glass full of ice
3.	Sprinkle that 5th ingredient – a little
dash of desiccated coconut and/or
freshly ground nutmeg
Refreshing...

• 2 oz. Zaya Gran Reserva rum
• Shot of Rose’s Lime Cordial
• Ginger beer
• Lime wheels for garnish
Directions:
1. Put ice in a Collin’s glass
2. Pour in 2 oz of Zaya
3. Add a shot of Rose’s Lime Cordial
4. Top up with ginger beer (not ginger ale!)
5. Stir and garnish with a fresh lime wheel
Best drunk in Reef Harbour at Tumbo Island at 1700 hours
after the anchor is firmly down.
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GOING OFF-SHORE? PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.
The best way to protect your dreams is by insuring with HUB International
MARINE. Our experienced crew of marine insurance specialists can provide
you with coverage* for your voyage whatever the destination. We have
coverage available for USA (east coast, west coast and Hawaii), Mexico,
Panama, Caribbean, South Pacific, New Zealand, Australia & Mediterranean.
*Proudly written by London & Canadian Underwriters

CALL OR EMAIL US
FOR A QUOTE TODAY.
T. 604.980.BOAT (2628)
E. tos.boat@hubinternational.com

www.hubmarine.ca

Bluewater Cruising Association
8886 Hudson St., Vancouver, BC V6P 4N2
1-888-398-3095 Message Box
www.bluewatercruising.org
admin@bluewatercruising.org

Mail Agreement Number: 40036791.

