
Life Jacket Inspection Checklist

          Check the label 
inside the life jacket 
to make sure it is U.S. 
Coast Guard approved.
The label should be 
legible and clear.

If all of the above items are satisfied, the life jacket is considered to be in 
“serviceable condition” by the U.S. Coast Guard and can be repurposed in 
the Sea Tow Foundation’s Life Jacket Program. If even one of these items is 
not met, DISCARD the life jacket and make sure it is not used by anyone.
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          All zippers, 
buckles, straps and 
other fasteners are 
intact and work 
properly. Tug on the 
buckles and straps 
to make sure they 
don’t break.

          For inflatable life jackets, 
the air bladder should be able 
to be inflated and stay inflated 
with no rips or tears to the 
material. Hold an inflated life 
jacket underwater and check 
for air bubbles that indicate 
holes in the life jackets.

          There are no 
rips, tears or mold on 
the life jacket.

          The life jacket 
flotation foam does not 
appear to be damaged 
and the life jacket will 
float if placed in water.


