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Announcing New CEO Headquarters Leadership
GILES T. HERTZ, J.D.
Professor Hertz is an Associate Professor of Business Law and Entrepreneurship at the University
of Tampa (UT). He is a 1983 graduate of the University of Kentucky (B.A., Political Science) and a
1989 Graduate of the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University (J.D.).
At UT, Hertz serves on the university’s Academic Appeals Committee, the College of Business
Media Committee and the UT Entrepreneurship Center’s Advisory Board. Hertz also serves as the
faculty advisor for the UT Student Government Association and the UT Entrepreneurs, UT’s chapter
of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO). In 2013 Hertz was the recipient of the UT
Faculty Advisor of the Year Award and the College of Business’ Student Involvement Award. In 2016
Hertz was the recipient of the College of Business’ Outstanding Service and Student Involvement
Award.
In April of 2016 Hertz assumed the position of Executive Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO). CEO,
founded in 1983 is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation whose mission is to “inform, support and inspire college students to be
entrepreneurial and seek opportunity through enterprise creation”. CEO currently has approximately 250 college and university
chapters across the United States and nearly 4,500 student members.
Prior to entering academia in 2000, Professor Hertz maintained a general civil law practice as a partner with the Florence,
Kentucky law firm of Monohan, Hertz & Blankenship, then later with the Cincinnati law firm of Finney, Stagnaro, Saba and
Klusmeier. Prior to his entry to the practice of law, Hertz was a founding partner in The Energy Efficiency Consultants, a
residential and commercial energy auditing and remediation service. For 10 years, Hertz also operated a recreational kayak
outfitting business in the Northern Kentucky, greater Cincinnati area.
Professor Hertz’ current academic research interests include: entrepreneurship education, entrepreneurial financing, and legal
issues associated with entrepreneurial firms and small business.
Hertz is a member of the United States Association of Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE), the International Council
of Small Business (ICSB), the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) and the Kentucky Bar Association.
Locally, Prof. Hertz is a member of the Tampa Rotary Club, the St. Petersburg Yacht Club and the Tampa Sailing Squadron.

James N. Zebrowski, Jr.
Zebrowski is a highly driven individual possessing a unique perspective on business employing
entrepreneurial thought to distinctive business propositions. Having lead teams of individuals while
developing programs and initiatives; Zebrowski is known for connecting, motivating and encouraging
team members to pursue success. Through initiatives such as SEEC Tampa, SmartCEO, Grow10,
The University of Tampa Entrepreneurship Center and The Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
(CEO) – Zebrowski has launched annual campaigns, engaging fundraising activities and unique
program development. Overseeing various donations and many business operations in these roles.
Post graduation, he joined The University of Tampa Sykes College of Business as the start-up
coordinator for the new 25,000 sq./ft. John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center at UT. Zebrowski
oversaw programs, and events while assisting in fundraising and program development functions, as
well as planning several national conferences.
Zebrowski traveled to Philadelphia where he took two unique roles. The first, a kid’s programming director role where his region
saw budget surpluses of 123% at fitness club conglomerate, Town Sports International. Next, he joined SmartCEO.com - Lead
Engaged, Lead Inspired. A media company that has the look and feel of your local business journal - but targets senior level
executives. He then partnered with a Tampa serial entrepreneur, to develop an entrepreneurial initiative known as Grow10.
Grow10 seeks to connect and engage the start-up ecosystem with the top business influencers in each region. The goal is to
connect the top ten growth stage companies with the top 100 business influencers regionally for personal connections that will
further start-ups growth and development.
Zebrowski is now the Managing Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization Global Headquarters located at The John
P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center at The University of Tampa. CEO seeks to inform, support and inspire college students to be
entrepreneurial and to seek opportunity through enterprise creation.

–3–

–7–

AGENDA AT A GLANCE
Thursday, October 27th
11:00am - 6:00pm

Registration

West Registration

11:00am - 4:00pm

Exhibitor Set Up

Rooms 7-9

1:00pm - 1:30pm

Chapter Development 1.1 – Opening Remarks – How to Get the Most out of Chapter Development

Rooms 1-2

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Chapter Development 1.2 – Biz Model-a-Thon Competition

Rooms 1-2

1:30pm - 2:10pm

Chapter Development 2.1 – Idea Pitch Competitions at your University

Rooms 5-6

Chapter Development 2.2 – Getting the Word Out: Successful Entrepreneurial Events

Room 13

Chapter Development 2.3 – Alumni Go from Entrepreneur to Campus Initiative

Room 17

Chapter Development 3.1 – CEO Chapter – Building Membership

Rooms 5-6

Chapter Development 3.2 – Engaging Your Local Entrepreneurial Eco-System

Room 13

Chapter Development 3.3 – Full Time Student / Part Time Entrepreneur

Room 17

Chapter Development 4.1 – Making the Cash: Proven Fundraising Ideas that Work

Rooms 5-6

Chapter Development 4.2 – Bringing Entrepreneurship Across Campus

Room 13

Chapter Development 4.3 – The E-Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization

Room 17

4:05pm - 5:00pm

Leadership Development Keynote 1 – Virginia Edwards, Professional Development Coach & Stephanie
Krebs, Dean of Students, The University of Tampa

Rooms 18-19

5:00pm - 5:45pm

Pitch 1.1 – Pitch Competition Contestant Prep

Rooms 20-21

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Welcome Reception

Lobby of Embassy

2:20pm - 3:05pm

3:15pm - 4:00pm

Friday, October 28th
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Lobby of Embassy

7:30am - 4:00pm

Registration

West Registration

9:00am - 10:00am

Opening Keynote Session – Scott Boyer, OWP Pharmaceuticals and Row Foundation

West Hall

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

Rooms 7-9

10:30am - 11:20am

Breakout 1.1 – Mentoring Deck – UT – Entrepreneurs in Residence

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 1.2 – Humanity First, Living and Creating Responsibility

Room 15

Breakout 1.3 – Self-Employment of the Arts: Getting Started as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel

Room 17

Breakout 1.4 – Marketing in the Age of Snapchat: How the Young Social Networks are Changing the
Rules of Engagement

Room 14

Breakout 1.5 – Networking Your Way to Success

Room 12

Breakout 1.6 – Business Models for Entrepreneurs: A Practical Guide

Room 11

Breakout 1.7 – Be the Brand – Not the Business

Room 10

Breakout 1.8 – The Launch of a Tech Start-Up

Room 13

Pitch 2.1 – Preliminary Round: Tier 1 – Group1

Room 39

Pitch 2.2 – Preliminary Round: Tier 2 – Group1

Rooms 37-38

Chapter Development 5.1 – BEST CEO Fundraising

Room 36

Breakout 2.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 2.2 – Financing your Start-Up Business

Room 15

Breakout 2.3 – Success is Not a Straight Line

Room 17

Breakout 2.4 – Profit with a Purpose

Room 14

11:30am - 12:20pm
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
Breakout 2.5 – Navigating the Immigration System as an International Student/Entrepreneur

Room 12

Breakout 2.6 – The Mindset Needed for Success in 2016 as Told by a Facebook Ad’s Expert

Room 11

Breakout 2.7 – Public Speaking & Pitching Techniques 101

Room 10

Breakout 2.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts: The Diversified Life Panel

Room 13

Pitch 2.1 – Preliminary Round: Tier 1 – Group2

Room 39

Pitch 2.2 – Preliminary Round: Tier 2 – Group2

Rooms 37-38

Chapter Development 6.1 – BEST CEO Business

Room 36

12:30pm - 2:05pm

Lunch Keynote Session – Jeff Vinik, Tampa Bay Lightning

West Hall

2:15pm - 3:05pm

Breakout 3.1 – Exhibitor Networking

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 3.2 – Entrepreneurial Mindset Profile EMP

Rooms 13

Breakout 3.3 – Changing the World with an Entrepreneurial Mindset

Room 12

Breakout 3.4 – Nice Guys Finish First

Room 11

Breakout 3.5 – 6 Steps to Self Employment

Room 10

Pitch 3.1 – Preliminary Round: Tier 1 - Group3

Room 39

Pitch 3.2 – Preliminary Round: Tier 2 - Group3

Rooms 37-38

Chapter Development 7.1 – BEST CEO Chapter

Room 36

Breakout 4.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 4.2 – A Million Little Choices: Goal Setting, Habit Formation and Becoming an Every Day
Entrepreneur

Room 15

Breakout 4.3 – Technology for Accelerating your Start-Up

Room 17

Breakout 4.4 – How to Start a Multimillion-Dollar Business with no Funding

Room 14

Breakout 4.5 – Intellectual Property Essentials” Trademark, Copyright & Internet Issues

Room 12

Breakout 4.6 – Failure is the Most Important Part of Success

Room 11

Breakout 4.7 – Faculty Development – 3 Themes of Accreditation: How this focus relates to Entrepreneurship

Room 10

Breakout 4.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts: A Career in the Arts; How do I Begin?

Room 13

Pitch 4.1 – Preliminary Round: Tier 1 – Group4

Room 39

Pitch 4.2 – Preliminary Round: Tier 2 – Group4

Rooms 37-38

4:15pm - 6:15pm

Hall of Fame Dinner & Awards Ceremony – Gene Landrum, Chuck-E-Cheese & Sharon Bui, Frill Clothing

West Hall

7:00pm - 8:30pm

Faculty “Thank You” Reception

Lowth
Entrepreneurship
Center

3:15pm - 4:05pm

Saturday, October 29th
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Lobby at Embassy

7:30am - 12:00pm

Registration

West Registration

9:00am - 10:00am

Opening Keynote Session – Craig Burris, SmartCEO.com & Joe Quaglia, Tech Data

West Hall

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

Rooms 7-9

10:30am - 11:20am

Breakout 5.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 5.2 – Leadership, Inclusion & Purpose

Room 15

Breakout 5.3 – “Hitting the Curveballs” How Crisis can Strengthen and Grow your Business

Room 24

Continued on next page
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
10:30am - 11:20am
(continued)

Breakout 5.4 – Rags to Riches Success, Keys to Building a Business

Room 14

Breakout 5.5 – Leveraging Social Media – Learn How to Pay off Your Student Loans from |Your Dorm Room

Room 12

Breakout 5.6 – You Suck at Negotiating! BUT, you don’t have to!

Room 11

Breakout 5.7 – Faculty Development – Tips and Tricks of Serving as an involved Faculty Advisor

Room 10

Breakout 5.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts: Getting Started as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel

Room 13

Breakout 5.9 – Finding your Passion & Scaling Upwards

Rooms 25

Pitch 5.1 – Pitch Competition Semi-Final Round

Rooms 22-23

Breakout 6.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 6.2 – The Seven Deadly Sin’s of Early-Stage Funding Requests

Room 15

Breakout 6.3 – The Reluctant Activist

Room 24

Breakout 6.4 – How to Validate your Start-Up Idea and Prepare for Funding

Room 14

Breakout 6.5 – Rethinking Product, Market Fit and Sales

Room 12

Breakout 6.6 – How Do We Allocate Co-Founder Equity

Room 11

Breakout 6.7 – Ditch Your Elevator Pitch. Create Your Twit-Pitch!

Room 10

Breakout 6.8 – Overcoming Adversity to Create a Thriving Business

Room 13

Breakout 6.9 – Faculty Development – Top Programs – Tips to Success

Rooms 7-8

Breakout 6.10 – Self-Employment of the Arts: The Diversified Life Panel

Rooms 5-6

12:30pm - 2:05pm

Lunch Keynote Session – Mike DeLazzer, Redbox & Alex Mendeluk, The Disruptive

West Hall

2:05pm - 2:35pm

Exhibitor’s Networking

Rooms 7-9

2:35pm - 3:25pm

Breakout 8.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 8.2 – College Students Don’t Need High GPAs if You Do This!

Room 15

Breakout 8.3 – Your Code is Perfect and No One Cares

Room 24

Breakout 8.4 – Building an Entrepreneurial Eco System

Room 14

Breakout 8.5 – Ask, Don’t Tell: The Secrets to customer discovery

Room 12

Breakout 8.6 – Faculty Development – Leveraging your Institutions Development Office to build a Top
Ranked Center

Room 11

Breakout 8.7 – Developing a Brand & Growing a Business | The Shark Tank Experience

Room 10

Breakout 8.8 – Never Stop Hustling

Room 13

Breakout 8.9 – Creating Good, While Making Profit

Rooms 25

Breakout 8.10 – Self-Employment of the Arts: Making a Living in Business

Rooms 5-6

Breakout 9.1 – Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers

Rooms 7-9

Breakout 9.2 – From Nothing to Startup: How to Build your Personal Brand to Launch your First Start-Up

Room 15

Breakout 9.3 – Zero to One-hundred, Real Quick! How I Built a Social Media Following, Landed a
Position at BuzzFeed and Made 12K in 2 Months

Room 24

Breakout 9.4 – Am I Truly an Entrepreneur?

Room 14

Breakout 9.5 – Fail Fast, Why the Best Thing You Can Do is Just Get Started!

Room 12

Pitch 6.1 – Pitch Competition Final Round

Rooms 22-23

Closing Keynote and Final Address – Kevin Harrington, As Seen on TV & Brandon T. Adams

West Hall

11:30am - 12:20pm

3:35pm - 4:25pm

4:35pm - 5:30pm
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
1:00pm - 1:30pm
1.1

Opening Remarks – How to Get the Most out of Chapter Development .......... Rooms 1-2
Leonard Sholtis, East Michigan University & Dr. Pamela Mickelson, Morningside College

1:00pm - 5:00pm
1.2

Biz Model-a-Thon Competition ............................................................................. Rooms 1-2
Professor William Dougan and Dave Gee – University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
The Business Model-A-Thon workshop provides students and faculty the opportunity to convert startup ideas into
actionable business models. The Business Madel Canvas, from Alexander Osterwalder, will be utilized as the foundation
of the workshop. Participants will form teams and define elements of their business model including: Value proposition,
customer segments, costs, revenue model, partners, sales channels, key activities and key resources. Participants
will leave with a digital version of their business model canvas that can be easily edited and shared after they leave the
workshop. Remember to bring your laptop or tablet computer to the session along with your startup idea!

1:30pm - 2:10pm
2.1

Idea Pitch Competitions at Your University ......................................................... Rooms 5-6
Moderator: Judi Eyles, ISU
Panelists: Justin Tynon, Canisius; Nolan Herlocker, Iowa St.; Matt Gusten, Iowa St.; James Imriu, Bryant; and
Russ Russell, TCU
Panelists will discuss details of their Pitch competitions which include Idea and Business Plan competitions. Topics
include organization, prizes, garnering campus and community support, judging, advertising, promotions, timing, etc.

2.2 Getting the Word Out: Successful Entrepreneurial Events ................................... Room 13
Moderator: Ji Hee Kim, Canisius
Panelists: Michael Panzarella, Canisius; Joelle Kruger, Morningside; Wes Brown, Morningside; Alexander
Orta, U of Florida; Jordan Snyder, U of Florida; Larry Guerrero,Jr., Texas A&M; Alexis Puga, Texas A&M; Tyler
Armentrout, Lake Forest; Lucas Casiano-Kapfer, U of Tampa; and Shane Rostad, U of Tampa
Panelists are invited to discuss their most successful entrepreneurial events – from concept to execution. Small,
medium, and major events are shared.

2.3

Alumni Go from Entrepreneur to Campus Initiative ............................................... Room 17
Moderator: Giles Hertz, U of Tampa
Panelists: Alex Zorychta, U of Virginia; James Zebrowski, U of Tampa; Jasmine Rustogi, U of Tampa; Jake
Filloramo, U of Tampa; and Allie Felix, Smith College
Panelists are invited to discuss the transition from Student to Staff. These panelists have gone from students in their
respective centers/programs and have taken a position in Entrepreneurial Support organizations, nationwide.

– 13 –

SESSIONS | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016 continued
2:20pm - 3:05pm
3.1

CEO Chapter – Building Membership ....................................................................... Rooms 5-6
Moderator: Dale Eesley, UNO
Panelists: Nolan Herlocker, Iowa St; Zachary Murphy, Bryant; Andrew Boccio, Canisius; Jaclyn Aryns, Morningside;
Jordan Snyder, U of Florida; Lucas Casiano-Kapfer, U of Tampa; Shane Rostad, U of Tampa; Jade Jensen, UNO;
and Jennifer Rew, UNO
Engaging your local Entrepreneurial Eco-System: The local entrepreneurial ecosystem is at varying stages across the
United States. Panel members will discuss how their chapter E-Fusion activities support entrepreneurial learning of their
members as well as how members contribute to the ecosystem.

3.2

Engaging Your Local Entrepreneurial Eco-System ..................................................... Room 13
Moderator: Pam Mickelson, Morningside College
Panelists: Elizabeth Weler, Iowa St.; Matt Gusten, Iowa St.; Daniel Brodzik, Canisius; Josh Doering, Morningside;
Alexander Orta, U of Florida; Russ Russell, TCU; Erin Dabbs, UNO; and Colin Wyler, UNO
Chapter leaders will discuss how membership activities are the heart of the club. Social activities, membership duties,
recruiting, notifications, faculty partnerships, benefits, retention strategies are examined.

3.3

Full Time Student / Part Time Entrepreneur ................................................................ Room 17
Moderator: Darlene Jaffke, Lake Forest College
Panelists: Sakhile Nkambule, Lake Forest; Anthony Conn, Lake Forest; and Tyler Armentrout, Lake Forest

3:15pm - 4:00pm
4.1

Making the Cash: Proven Fundraising Ideas that Work .......................................... Rooms 5-6
Moderator: Christina Azharian, Regis University
Panelists: Grant Woodworth, Canisius; Joelle Kruger, Morningside; Jaclyn Aryns, Morningside; Nicholas Rambeau,
Texas State; Marissa Valdez, Texas State; Ivana Petrovic, Regis; Larry Guerrero,Jr., Texas A&M; and Alexis Puga,
Texas A&M
Cash is king – and needed by all chapters. This general session will highlight many proven fundraising ideas across
campuses. Fundraising objectives, results, dues policies, and tactical practices will be shared.

4.2

Bringing Entrepreneurship Across Campus ................................................................. Room 13
Moderator: Len Sholtis, Eastern Michigan University
Panelists: Nolan Herlocker, Iowa St.; Elizabeth Weler, Iowa St.; James Imriu, Bryant; Michael Panzarella, Canisius;
Luke Topolski, Canisius; Josh Doering, Morningside; Wes Brown, Morningside; Russ Russell, TCU; and Jennifer
Rew, UNO
Entrepreneurship is interdisciplinary – _not one department or college owns this mindset. While many Management and
Marketing faculty and students study the E concepts in their courses – _cross campus initiatives are the focus of this
session.

4.3

The E-Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization 	����������������������� Room 17
Moderator: Ted Astleford, UFL
Panelists: Joseph Phillip, Canisius; Alexander Orta, UFL; Jordan Snyder, UFL; Rico Gomez, Regis; Colin Wyler,
UNO; and Vaughn Perez, UNO
Panelists will discuss and share their organizational models. From leadership training to succession planning, marketing
plans, and membership best practices can help all chapters improve their E learning.
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016 continued
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT KEYNOTE SESSION
4:05pm - 5:00pm | Rooms 18-19
Business Etiquette & Leadership Development
Virginia Edwards, Professional Development Coach
Virginia Edwards is a sought after national etiquette coach, consultant, and public speaker working
with private clients, universities, government agencies, and businesses across all industries to
eliminate barriers to their success. Using customized programs, Ms. Edwards’ goal is to entertain while
educating. She has published articles in numerous business journals and has appeared as an etiquette
expert on various news programs.
Ms. Edwards’ broad experience in varied industries provides the real world knowledge of the
interpersonal skills critical to success in the local and international markets. Prior to starting her
own consulting business, Ms. Edwards served as Special Staff Assistant to the Under Secretary for Health, Department
of Veterans Affairs. Additionally, she held positions in sales, manufacturing, hospitality, private equity and non-profit
organizations. Ms. Edwards’ international and interpersonal skills afforded her the selection as General Manager, Norway
House, the only country house open to the general public during the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games.
Stephanie Krebs, Dean of Students, The University of Tampa
Stephanie is the Dean of Students, Student Affairs at The University of Tampa, CEO’s Global
Headquarters. Stephanie is extremely passionate about student leadership development, diversity
and inclusion and interfaith dialogue. She received her M.A. at Butler University, her M.S. in College
Student Personnel at Western Illinois University and her Ph.D. in Higher Education from Colorado State
University. Dean Krebs gives motivating and energizing presentations to student leaders and hopes to
further develop and inspire CEO student leadership

PITCH COMPETITION PREP SESSION
5:00pm - 5:45pm | Rooms 20-21
Tim Sternes
Topher Morrison, Topher Morrison Inc.
Key Person of Influence
This session is required for all students participating in the pitch competition. We will review “best practices for
an elevator pitch, guidelines for the competition, judging expectations and some success/failures in pitching. Additionally,
Topher with Key Person of Influence will provide a dynamic talk about how to best market yourself and your brand.”
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016
OPENING KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | West Hall
The New Frontier of Social Enterprise
Scott Boyer, OWP Pharmaceuticals and ROW Foundation
After almost three decades of experience in the pharmaceutical industry Scott left Big Pharma to start a
Pharmaceutical Social Enterprise designed to grow profitably in the US while supporting under-resourced
people with epilepsy through education, diagnosis and treatment globally.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
10:30am - 11:20am
1.1

Mentoring Deck – UT – Entrepreneurs in Residence ........................................... Rooms 7-9
Cynthia Rodgers; Dan Daniels; and Ty Stude
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to
network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

1.2

Humanity First, Living and Creating Responsibility ................................................. Room 15
Kylie Bradford, Social Entrepreneurship

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The responsibility and impact of entrepreneurship
		
• Diverse partnerships
		
• Conscious creating

1.3

Self-Employment of the Arts: Getting Started as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel ..... Room 17
Moderator: Dr. Greta Pope, Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
Panelists: Alicia Campos Massó, Happy Industries; Elizabeth Fontaine-Barr, Self Employed Artist; Terri Simons,
Arts Council of Hillsborough County; and Matt Weilhmuller, David A. Straz, Jr. Center for the Performing Arts
Before jumping in with both feet, it is important to make sure you have a basic understanding of what you are getting
into. Panelists will share their tips and strategies for becoming a self-employed creative. This is a basic look at getting
started in the creative fields (visual, performing, literary, and media) for those that do not have in-depth business
knowledge.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to financially get started
		
• Researching your field from a business perspective
		
• What you need to know in regards to legal and accounting issues
		
• How to get those first customers or clients
		
• Creating and protecting your business identity
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016 continued
1.4

Marketing in the Age of Snapchat: How the Young Social Networks are
Changing the Rules of Engagement .............................................................................. Room 14
Mana Ionescu, Lightspan Digital

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• We’ll look at new online marketing trends
		
• You’ll learn how the young social networks (Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp) are re-writing the rules
		 of social media engagement
		
• We’ll look at how marketers need to adapt to these new changes

1.5

Networking Your Way to Success .................................................................................. Room 12
Daniel Ruke, CEO Space
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• ON THE SPOT resources from one another and the ability to network any room you step foot in, from this day
forward
• What to do, what not to do, when presenting, that will 1) Transform you into a “Money Magnet” 2) Keep you on the
right side of the law 3) Achieve success faster
• Why Business Plans aren’t necessary for Success

1.6

Business Models for Entrepreneurs: A Practical Guide ............................................... Room 11
Bruce Starcher, The Starcher Group

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• What are Business Models
		
• How your Business Model is developed
		
• Business Model Stories

1.7

Be the Brand – Not the Business ................................................................................... Room 10
Jake Rose, Beat Weekly

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The Branding Stage
		
• The Marketing Stage
		
• The Monetization Stage

1.8

The Launch of a Tech Start-Up ...................................................................................... Room 13
Tampa Bay WaVE Track: David Etheredge, SavvyCard; Tom Mulliez, iTrekkers; Pat Bhava, PikMyKid; Todd Belveal,
Washlava
The Tampa Bay WaVE is a Tech Accelerator/Incubator in Downtown Tampa that assists over 30+ tech startups to help
Build, Launch and Grow their company to Breakout Status. The WaVE is looking to provide 3 - 4 Tech CEO’s to create a
panel and discuss about how to start a Tech Company.
• Addresses questions on how to start a tech company and utilize resources that may be available in communities
• The challenges in creating a tech startup and what it takes
• The problems that are out there in everyday lives and how technology can be implemented as solutions to
opportunities
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016 continued
BREAKOUT SESSIONS
11:30am - 12:20pm
2.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers ................................ Rooms 7-9
Alicia Campos Massó, Happy Industries and Terri Simons, Arts Council of Hillsborough County
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to
network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

2.2 Financing your Start-Up Business ............................................................................. Room 15
Brenda S. Winter, NorthStar Bank
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Obstacles and issues facing an Entrepreneur
		
• Navigating a loan submission package
		
• Key Fundamentals of a Business Plan

2.3

Success is not a Straight Line .................................................................................... Room 17
Dr. Mary Lippitt, Enterprise Management Limited

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to balance focus, fortitude and flexibility
		
• Designing a truly balanced scorecard
		
• Sustaining Your Business Edge

2.4

Profit with a Purpose .................................................................................................. Room 14
Scott Issen, Future Founders

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• My Journey as an Unlikely Social Entrepreneur
		
• Case Studies of Socially Responsible Ventures
		
• How You Can Get Started Now

2.5

Navigating the Immigration System as an International
Student/Entrepreneur ................................................................................................. Room 12
Craig Montuori, Global Entrepreneur in Residence Coalition

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Visa problems facing international students interested in founding a company
		
• White House entrepreneurial parole: What it is and isn’t
		
• How to make use of Global EIR programs at universities around the country to remove visa
		 risk and attract investment

2.6

The Mindset Needed for Success in 2016 as Told by a Facebook Ad’s Expert 	������ Room 11
Dan Henry, Omni Marketing LLC

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to increase sales with simple Facebook ads
		
• The Mindset Needed for Success in 2016
		
• How to go from Broke to Biz Superstar even if you don’t know where to begin
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2.7

Public Speaking & Pitching Techniques 101 ................................................................. Room 10
Allie Felix, Draper University

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Effective public speaking
		
• Pitching 101: how to pitch and what to include
		
• Relaying yourself and your personal brand to secure a pitching opportunity

2.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: The Diversified Life Panel ............................................ Room 13
Moderator: Dr. Greta Pope, Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
Panelists: Elizabeth Fontaine-Barr; Matt Weilhmuller, David A. Straz, Jr., Center for the Performing Arts; and Edward
Wimp
As a creative, you have a unique gift, which you can turn into a variety of income sources. More and more artists are
finding ways to be successfully self-employed by developing multiple “funnels” of revenue. Get ready to broaden your
mind and think outside the box of the “traditional” art career.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to expand your opportunities
		
• Time management
		
• Traditional vs. non-traditional means

LUNCH KEYNOTE SESSION
12:30pm - 2:05pm | West Hall
Engineering a World-Class Entrepreneurial Community
Jeff Vinik, Chairman and Governor of Tampa Bay Lightning
There is no clear roadmap in creating value and a great reputation. The best way to learn is to hear the
experiences of someone who has a proven record of doing both. Jeff Vinik earned degrees from Duke
University and the Harvard School of Business. He went on to manage investments for Fidelity as well as his
own company, Vinik Asset Management. Seeing value in Tampa Bay, he purchased the Tampa Bay Lightning
in 2010, and the team reached the Stanley Cup Final in 2015. To date, Vinik has donated more than $11 million
to local charities through the Lightning’s Community Hero Program. Along with Cascade Investment, Vinik is
also the owner of a planned $3 billion mixed use real estate development in downtown Tampa.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
2:15pm - 3:05pm
3.2

Entrepreneurial Mindset Profile EMP ......................................................................... Rooms 13
Jennifer Hall, Senior Faculty & EMP Author – Leadership Development Institute at Eckerd College
An exciting new feature of the conference this year is the opportunity to take the Entrepreneurial Mindset Profile® (EMP)
and attend a presentation by EMP co-author Jennifer Hall. This online assessment is based on research into the traits,
motivations and skill sets of entrepreneurs. In the presentation, Dr. Hall will show you how you can use the report to
identify and leverage your entrepreneurial strengths and target areas for development. The EMP is very useful for students
interested in studying and pursuing entrepreneurship.

3.3

Changing the World with an Entrepreneurial Mindset ................................................ Room 12
Sean Ammirati, Birchmere Ventures

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How entrepreneurs create the world the way it ought to be
		
• How to increase the success rate of each of the attendees current & future startups
		
• Lessons learned post product-market fit, as scale becomes the emphasis
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3.4

Nice Guys Finish First ................................................................................................ Room 11
Doug Sandler, Nice Guys Finish First
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Will people trample you when you try to do the right thing
• Can you hold onto your values without sacrificing your relationships
• Being a nice person can sometimes be difficult in leadership, because sometimes you have make difficult,
unpopular decisions
• Will you lead a fulfilled life, with success and happiness

3.5

6 Steps to Self-Employment ...................................................................................... Room 10
Samantha Rosser, M.Ed., CLF, Northwestern Mutual

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Starting a business that is aligned with your true talent & abilities
		
• Tactical strategies for self management
		
• Goal setting & prioritization

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
3:15pm - 4:05pm
4.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers ............................... Rooms 7-9
Matt Weilhmuller, David A. Straz, Jr. Center for the Performing Arts
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

4.2

A Million Little Choices: Goal Setting, Habit Formation and
Becoming an Every Day Entrepreneur ..................................................................... Room 15
Casey J. Cornelius, ForCollegeForLife

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Goal-setting and its relationship to visionary leadership for entrepreneurs
		
• Developing transferable skills for entrepreneurship success
		
• Team building for entrepreneurs

4.3

Technology for Accelerating Your Start-Up ............................................................. Room 17
David Gee and Sam Lepak, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How technology can make startup launch and management more efficient and effective
		
• Review of marketing, management, financial management and communications technologies
		
• Actual demos of these products being used by real startups

4.4

How to Start a Multimillion-Dollar Business with No Funding .............................. Room 14
Michael B. Ross, Mainstream Life Solutions
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
•
Turning passion into opportunity
•
Product is King, but Marketing is Queen and she runs the Castle
•
Internal Values = Market Value
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4.5 Intellectual Property Essentials” Trademark, Copyright & Internet Issues .................. Room 12
Harvey S. Kauget, Burr & Forman LLP and Daren Spielman, Kain Spielman, P.A.
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
•
What is a Patent
•
The process of obtaining a Patent
•
Patent Enforcement

4.6

Failure is the Most Important Part of Success ............................................................. Room 11
Mitchell Aguirre, The Mitchell Institute for Achievement, Inc.
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
•
Why people fail in business and life
•
How society has incorrectly defined the path to success
•
The missing link to achieving your ultimate success

4.7

Faculty Development – 3 Themes of Accreditation: How this Focus Relates to
Entrepreneurship ............................................................................................................ Room 10
AACSB Panel

4.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: A Career in the Arts; How Do I Begin? ....................... Room 13
Dr. Greta Pope, Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
You’re a talented creative, working hard to learn your craft. You’re studying with experts in your field as you complete your
college education. You’re learning everything about creating outstanding visual artwork, making beautiful music on your
instrument, writing your first best-selling novel or getting an exciting gig with the American Ballet Theater. These things are
all fantastic, but how do you let the world know about your talent, training and dedication? How do you begin to monetize
your skills?
Topics of discussion during the session will be:

		
		
		

• Building your brand
• Networking
• Effective use of social media

HALL OF FAME DINNER & AWARDS CEREMONY
4:15pm - 6:15pm | West Hall
Gene Landrum, Founder of Chuck-E-Cheese
Gene is a high-tech start-up specialist who has 21 books in print. He launched five successful ventures, three
of these ventures saw 100mm in revenues within two years - the most noted being the Chuck E. Cheese
chain of family entertainment. Gene has also spoken at the U.S. Capitol, Harvard University, Epcot, and The
University of Florida on Global Leadership to share his entrepreneurial journey. In 2011 Gene was inducted
into the Entrepreneur Hall of Fame by CEO – Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization.
Sharon Bui, CEO of Shark Tank company and Speaker, Frill Clothing
Faced with another huge bill for recruitment clothing, Sharon Bui became frustrated! How could the apparel
worn by her and her sisters throughout the week be so expensive and unflattering? From frustration came
an idea; partnering with a long-time friend, Sharon set out to fill a need for sorority members and, in the
process, created a movement. Her company, Frill, has designed collections for women across the nation
and has been featured on the hit TV programs Shark Tank and Beyond the Tank. The Substance of Frill,
Sharon’s signature program, highlights her extraordinary journey and demonstrates the potential of one
determined woman determined to solve a problem.
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OPENING KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | West Hall
Craig Burris, Founder and CEO of SmartCEO.com Media
For more than 15 years, SmartCEO has combined a robust print, event and digital media platform to serve
local decision makers. The SmartCEO community is a powerful group of top decision makers along the
east coast. Our mission is to educate you and inspire you in the daunting task of growing a business. Each
year, nearly 400,000 offensive-minded, growth-oriented CEOs turn to SmartCEO.com to find ideas and
inspiration to help them grow their businesses. The award winning content includes behind-the-scenes
looks at local success stories, columns written by key opinion leaders and other resources to help the
region’s middle-market CEOs conquer the daily challenges of running a business.
Joe Quaglia, Tech Data
Joseph H. (“Joe”) Quaglia was appointed President, The Americas at Tech Data Corporation in November
2013. In this role, Quaglia leads the company’s sales, marketing, logistics, purchasing operations and
strategy throughout the United States, Canada and Latin America.
Previously, Quaglia served as Tech Data’s Senior Vice President, U.S. Marketing. In February 2012, Quaglia
was appointed to the additional role of President, TDMobility, the company’s mobility offering that is now
known as Tech Data Mobile Solutions.
Quaglia joined Tech Data in 2006 as Vice President, East and Government Sales. He is a 28-year IT industry veteran, and holds
a B.S. in Computer Science from Indiana State University and an M.B.A. from Butler University.
Quaglia served on the Board of Directors of CompTIA, the IT Industry Trade Association, from 2013 to 2015. He was named to
CRN’s annual list of Channel Chiefs, which recognizes the most influential leaders in the IT channel, in 2009, 2012, and 2013.
Quaglia currently serves as a National Trustee for the Boys & Girls Clubs of America.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
10:30am - 11:20am
5.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers ............................... Rooms 7-9
Stop By to Check-in with our Amazing Speakers & Exhibitors
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

5.2

Leadership, Inclusion & Purpose .............................................................................. Room 15
Tru Pettigrew, Tru Access

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		 • Leadership
		 • Inclusion
		 • Purpose

5.3

“Hitting the Curveballs” How Crisis can Strengthen
and Grow your Business ........................................................................................... Room 24
Jay B. Myers, Interactive Solutions, Inc

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Facebook ads
		
• Building your team
		 • Automation
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5.4

Rags to Riches Success, Keys to Building a Business ................................................ Room 14
Alexander Zoltan Szinegh, Cooperative Real Estate Tampa Bay

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The value of persistence and focus
		
• Never stop learning, the value of education
		
• Surround yourself with the right people to succeed

5.5

Leveraging Social Media – Learn How to Pay Off Your Student
Loans from Your Dorm Room ......................................................................................... Room 12
Thomas Bell, Viralstyle.com

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Facebook ads
		
• Building your team
		 • Automation

5.6

You Suck at Negotiating! BUT, You Don’t Have To! ...................................................... Room 11
Tony Perzow, Mindful Negotiation

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Planning and preparation for a negotiation
		
• Strategies to leave less money on the table
		
• How other cultures negotiate

5.7

Faculty Development – Tips and Tricks of Serving as an Involved Faculty Advisor 	������ Room 10
Giles Hertz, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Building a meaningful network
		
• Using your network to grow your business
		
• Leveraging your network to grow as a person

5.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: Getting Started as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel....... Room 13
Moderator: Dr. Greta Pope, Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
Panelists: Terri Simons, Arts Council of Hillsborough County; Edward Wimp; Ethan Adams, Future Founders and
Katie Sowa, Future Founders
Before jumping in with both feet, it is important to make sure you have a basic understanding of what you are getting into.
Panelists will share their tips and strategies for becoming a self-employed creative. This is a basic look at getting started
in the creative fields (visual, performing, literary, and media) for those that do not have in-depth business knowledge.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to financially get started
		
• Researching your field from a business perspective
		
• What you need to know in regards to legal and accounting issues
		
• How to get those first customers or clients
		
• Creating and protecting your business identity

5.9

Finding your Passion & Scaling Upwards ................................................................... Rooms 25
Kevin Langley, Langley Sixteen, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Finding your passion and beginning your entrepreneurial journey
		 • Startup
		
• Scale up
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS
11:30am - 12:20pm
6.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers ............................... Rooms 7-9
Terri Simons, Arts Council of Hillsborough County
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

6.2

The Seven Deadly Sin’s of Early-Stage Funding Requests ................................... Room 15
Allen H. Kupetz, venVelo

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to pitch a venture capital firm
		
• How much should you raise for your next round
		
• Do’s and Don’ts in pitching venture capital firms that you might never have thought of

6.3

The Reluctant Activist ............................................................................................... Room 24
Matt Sacks, Disruptt Speakers Bureau

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Social Entrepreneurism
		
• Creating Social Impact
		
• Overcoming challenges in starting your business

6.4

How to Validate Your Start-Up Idea and Prepare for Funding................................ Room 14
Steve Tingiris, DabbleLab

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to validate your startup idea
		
• How to prepare for funding
		
• How to lead a tech startup as non-technical founder

6.5

Rethinking Product, Market Fit and Sales .............................................................. Room 12
Patricia Kack, WCOS

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Rethinking Company Success
		
• Lean Product Building
		
• Scientific Launch & Marketing / Innovative Sales

6.6

How Do We Allocate Co-Founder Equity ................................................................ Room 11
Chuck Papageorgiou, Ideasphere Partners, LLC and International Screening Solutions, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The different types of co-founders and a framework for determining founder’s equity distribution
		
• Life balance for entrepreneurs
		
• Developing and fine-tuning a pitch

6.7

Ditch your Elevator Pitch. Create your Twit-Pitch! ............................................................... Room 10
Janice Celeste, Encore Entrepreneur Institute

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The audience will leave with knowledge of why the traditional elevator pitch doesn’t work anymore
		
• The audience will leave with their own customized Twit-Pitch
		
• The audience will leave with best practices for networking with their Twit-Pitch on social media
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6.8

Overcoming Adversity to Create a Thriving Business ................................................. Room 13
Jacqueline Darna, MHSc AA-C, NoMo Nausea

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Challenges that minorities face when starting a business
		
• How to successfully market a product to different audiences/creating a winning pitch
		
• Building meaningful connections through networking

6.9

Faculty Development – Top E’Ship Program Panel .................................................... Rooms 25

6.10 Self-Employment of the Arts: The Diversified Life Panel ........................................ Rooms 5-6
Moderator: Dr. Greta Pope, Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
Panelists: Kathy Durdin; Brenda Gregory; and Edward Wimp
As a creative, you have a unique gift, which you can turn into a variety of income sources. More and more artists are
finding ways to be successfully self-employed by developing multiple “funnels” of revenue. Get ready to broaden your
mind and think outside the box of the “traditional” art career.
Topics of discussion in this session will be:
		
• How to expand your opportunities
		
• Time management
		
• Traditional vs. non-traditional means

LUNCH KEYNOTE SESSION
12:30pm - 2:05pm | West Hall
I Won’t Back Down
Mike DeLazzer, Instant Systems
Mike DeLazzer is a serial entrepreneur who has started over 8 companies In 2006 he was inducted into the
Chicago Entrepreneur Hall of Fame for his work as founder of GetAMovie Inc. which later became Redbox.
Redbox has since become the largest video rental company in the world, with over 45,000 locations in the
U.S. and revenues approaching $2 billion. Building on past success in the DVD kiosk industry, Mike
co-founded New Retail LTD.
In 2009 he was given a lifetime achievement award from the Collegiate Entrepreneur Organization for his
work in supporting entrepreneurship globally.
Alex Mendeluk, The Disruptive
In business and life Alexander Mendeluk brings a magnetic energy that cannot be forgotten. His unconventional
approach to business has inspired many, led to the success of his company SpiritHoods (a multi-million dollar
lifestyle brand that gives back to endangered animals) and landed him on ABC’s Shark Tank.
With his new company The Disruptive, Alexander Mendeluk helps super hero entrepreneurs in the making,
create successful businesses and lives that help change the world.
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS
2:35pm - 3:25pm
8.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers .............................. Rooms 7-9
Stop By to Check-in with our Amazing Speakers & Exhibitors
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

8.2

College Students Don’t Need High GPAs if You Do This! ...................................... Room 15
Joseph Warren, CoCreativ

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How To Match Your PASSION to Your EXPERTISE
		
• The BEST Business Advice I’ve Ever Received
		
• My WORST Entrepreneurial Moment

8.3

Your Code is Perfect and No One Cares ................................................................ Room 24
Adam Boswell, WCOS

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The role of Sales and Marketing in Tech StartUps
		
• Prototype Development
		 • eCommerce

8.4

Building an Entrepreneurial Eco System ................................................................ Room 14
Dr. Dan Young, Wilmington University
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• How to build Placemaking into your curriculum
• How to prepare students to take a leadership role in building businesses while they are in school and after
graduation
• How to influence, incentivize, and inspire students to come back into the classroom and share their learning
in Placemaking with other students

8.5

Ask, Don’t Tell: The Secrets to Customer Discovery ............................................. Room 12
Katie Sowa, Future Founders
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Pitching: a) why pitching is important, b) format to create a mini-pitch, c) practice pitching
• Customer Discovery: a) what is it and why is it important, b) a customer development process to go through,
c) apply the process by working in groups during the session

8.6

Faculty Development – Leveraging your Institutions Development Office
to Build a Top Ranked Center .................................................................................. Room 11
Gary Grant, Vice President of Development and University Relations at The University of Tampa
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8.7

Developing a Brand & Growing a Business | The Shark Tank Experience ................ Room 10
Danny Nardo, Nardo’s Natural Skincare

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to start a business
		
• How to grow a business
		
• Versatility of an entrepreneur, exploring new roads

8.8

Never Stop Hustling ........................................................................................................ Room 13
Michael Matousek, Flashnotes.com
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Why I ultimately failed
• How to fundraise from VC’s and Strategic Partners (Cengage Learning and Barnes & Noble were both investors of
mine)
• Why culture matters. I had people go to battle for me and learned a lot along the way

8.9

Creating Good, While Making Profit ............................................................................ Rooms 25
Marta Michelle Colón, Buena Gente

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The Greatness of a Social Entrepreneur
		
• The Five Essentials of Social Entrepreneurship
		
• Grit & Resilience - Its Integration in the Business Model Canvas

8.10 Self-Employment of the Arts: Making a Living in Business,
Alternative Revenue Streams of Music ...................................................................... Rooms 5-6
Ed Wimp
Are live performances, CDs and merchandise sales the only ways to make money as a musician? No they are not! Come
out and hear Ed Wimp share ideas from his newly released book “Building Fans, Fame and Wealth; The 18 Revenue
Streams of Music.” You’ll learn how to maximize your potential in the music business.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
3:35pm - 4:25pm
9.1

Mentoring Deck – One-on-One Networking with Speakers ..................................... Rooms 7-9
Stop By to Check-in with our Amazing Speakers & Exhibitors
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

9.2

From Nothing to Startup: How to Build your Personal Brand to
Launch your First Start-Up.............................................................................................. Room 15
Brandon Fong, Brandon-Fong.com and Sam Lepak, SamLepak.com
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Building your online (Social Media, Content Marketing) and offline (Advanced Networking Techniques, Business
Cards) presence
• Building an audience to validate your startup idea
• Executing and selling your product / service with your warm market
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9.3

Zero to One-hundred, Real Quick! How I Built a Social Media Following,
Landed a Position at BuzzFeed and Made 12K in 2 Months ................................ Room 24
Chris Coleman, Black Fox Labs

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to build your Personal Brand
		
• Brand – Creating a Niche
		
• Social Media

9.4

Am I Truly an Entrepreneur? .................................................................................... Room 14
Tammy Levent, Elite Travel Management Group

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Starting a business without any money
		
• What happens when the business plan doesn’t go as planned!
		
• Strategic partnerships (let’s make money together)

9.5

Fail Fast, Why the Best Thing You Can Do is Just Get Started! .......................... Room 12
Tyler Carlson, SiteZeus
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• How it isn’t always about picking what is right or perfect, but actually finding out (through action) what you do
not like
• How it will never be the perfect time and your idea will almost guaranteed be pivoted
• How to launch fast and fail quickly. Lean start up principles. MVP. Beta test, etc.

CLOSING KEYNOTE SESSION
4:35pm - 5:30pm | West Hall
Crowdfunding a Reality TV Show to impact Millions of Entrepreneurs
Kevin Harrington, Founder of As Seen on TV
Kevin Harrington has been a successful entrepreneur over the last 40 years. He is an Original Shark
on the ABC hit, Emmy winning TV show, “Shark Tank.” He is also the Inventor of the Infomercial, As
Seen On TV Pioneer, Co- Founder of the Electronic Retailers Association (ERA) and Co- Founder of the
Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO). Kevin has launched over 20 businesses that have grown to over $100
million in sales each, has been involved in more than a dozen public companies, and has launched over
500 products generating more than $5 billion in sales worldwide with iconic brands and celebrities such
as Jack Lalanne, Tony Little, George Foreman, and the new I-Grow hair restoration product on QVC.
Kevin has extensive experience in business all over the world, opening distribution outlets in over 100
countries worldwide. His success led Mark Burnett to hand pick Kevin to become an Original Shark on Shark Tank where he
filmed over 175 segments
Brandon T. Adams, Executive Producer/Co-Host, Ambitious Adventures
Brandon T. Adams is the co-host and one of the executive producers of Ambitious Adventures,
a reality television program focused on the compelling stories of young entrepreneurs. He has
crowdfunded his own TV show which will highlight other entrepreneurs and be seen on TV nationwide
in 2017.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Ethan Adams
Future Founders
Ethan has launched and operated a number of entrepreneurial ventures. He co-founded and managed an online
retail store out of his own college dorm room and has served as a marketing consultant and freelance blogger to a
wide variety of clients. He helped launch an annual entrepreneurship competition in Elgin, IL and has also won a pitch
competition with his own ideas. Now Ethan serves as Coordinator of Startups at Future Founders, while operating as a
marketing and content creation consultant on the side.

Mitchell Aguirre

President and CEO, The Mitchell Institute For Achievement, Inc.
As a financier on Wall St., Mitchell Aguirre is a master salesman and motivator, raising tens of millions of dollars for
start-up and early stage companies. In research for his self-help book, he has spent time with history’s most successful
CEO’s, entrepreneurs, sport stars, and Olympic champions.

Sean Ammirati

Partner, Birchmere Ventures
Sean Ammirati joined Birchmere Ventures as a Partner in 2012, an early stage venture capital firm with offices in
Pittsburgh and San Francisco. Prior to that he spent a dozen years starting & selling 3 startups including being CEO &
Co-founder at LinkedIn’s first acquisition mSpoke.

Thomas Bell

Co-founder, Viralstyle.com

Co-founder of Viralstyle.com - personally generated over $5 million in revenue through selling physical products online.
Since launching Viralstyle in 2014, we’ve generated over $70 million in sales.

Todd Belveal

Founder and CEO of Washlava

Todd’s prior experience includes the successful funding and launch of mobile-enabled car rental startup, Silvercar,
of which he is a Co-Founder. Silvercar, established in Austin in early 2012, operates a business model based on
offering one type of vehicle and enabling customers to book and complete the rentals, even unlocking the cars, with a
smartphone. Silvercar now operates at 17 locations around the US. Before Silvercar, Todd held leadership positions at
Accenture, Kurt Salmon Associates, and Tiffany & Co.

Saravana Pat Bhava
CEO of PikMyKid

Saravana Pat Bhava is a Serial Entrepreneur, founded and successfully exited multiple businesses. Started off as a
Naval Officer, combat diver, fighter pilot. Then founded a fast food chain, real estate company and now PikMyKid. Pat
has a BS in Physics and MBA in Industrial Relations.

– 35 –

BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Adam Boswell

CTO, World Cup of Sales
Adam arrived home one fall afternoon in 1986 to find a new fancy “personal computer” in the family living room. A few
days later he has finished his first ever software program written in BASIC (Adam was 6 years old). 30 years later he has
millions of lines of code, and 3 successful businesses under his belt. With a rich and diverse background ranging from
meager technical support agent to almost a decade as CTO and Technical Entrepreneur Adam has some incredible
stories to tell.

Kylie Bradford

Humanity First, Full Circle
Kylie Bradford is a humanitarian, facilitator, and student of life. She supports entrepreneurs in diving deep into their
humanity to create sustainable change, and conscious globalization.

Craig Burris

Founder and CEO of SmartCEO.com Media
For more than 15 years, SmartCEO has combined a powerful print audience, thought leadership, storytelling with high
energy entrepreneurial events to market companies to local decision makers. SmartCEO is a powerful community of
top decision makers along the east coast. Our mission each month is to educate you and inspire you in the daunting
task of growing a business. Nearly 50,000 offensive-minded, growth-oriented CEOs turn to SmartCEO magazine to find
ideas and inspiration to help them grow their businesses. Each issue includes behind-the-scenes looks at local success
stories, columns written by key opinion leaders and other resources to help the region’s middle-market CEOs conquer
the daily challenges of running a business.

Tyler Carlson

Lead Client Champion, SiteZeus
At FSU I studied exercise science(thinking I wanted to be a doctor) and started selling study guides for my classes.
Within a semester I had sold more than anyone in the country. I joined the website that I used to sell the guides and we
sold the business. I also am a part owner of a company with a patented trash bag(not involved day to day). I connected
with my childhood friend Hannibal Baldwin who was creating a incredible technology. While working a licensing deal
for our trash bags I got a opportunity to work on the company Hannibal & his brother Keenan founded. Today I am the
head of sales and responsible for growing the business. We have recently closed our first fortune 500 client and are
growing. In short, we help companies make better decisions informed by data. I enjoy sharing my experience selling a
company, hiring over 100+ people, and tech companies with like minded people. I am solely focused on SiteZeus and
thrilled for the opportunity!

Janice Celeste

Founder, Encore Entrepreneur Institute
Janice Celeste, MBA is the founder of the Encore Entrepreneur Institute, where she coaches, educates and assist
startup executives. As a serial entrepreneur, she abhors boring businesses pitches that lack personality and that just
don’t get to the point, therefore, she developed the Twit-Pitch®.

Chris Coleman

Founder, Black Fox Labs
Chris is a digital storyteller and the founder of Black Fox Labs. He has worked with companies such as the NBA,
BuzzFeed, Trailer Park Inc, Blavity and more helping them with their social media strategies and creating digital content.
He has been invited to speak at prestigious institutions such as Harvard University and Rutgers University as well at
schools, conferences, and forums around the country on the topic of entrepreneurship, social media and personal
branding. He is also the author of the Beta Crew, a children’s book series featuring superheroes.
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Marta Michelle Colón

Chief Performance Strategist, Buena Gente
Innovative Entrepreneurial Strategist focused on large social impact. Founder of Buena Gente – a platform enabling
individuals and organizations to achieve greater success by building their performance skills. My passion is to serve as
sponsor for businesses in the start-up phase. These success stories have fueled the spark to found AccessLatina, a
multi-market accelerator for Latina entrepreneurs to enable their economic potential. I am also a Managing Director at
Golden Seeds, a Mentor at the Stanford Latino Entrepreneurship Initiative, and a Scholar at The Aspen Institute.

Casey J. Cornelius

Founder and CEO, ForCollegeForLife, ForCollegeForLife, Inc.

Casey J. Cornelius is the founder and CEO of ForCollegeForLife. After more than a decade as a college faculty member,
administrator and mentor, Casey launched ForCollegeForLife with the audacious goal of building a team of talented
speakers to provide programs and consultations across the nation.

Jacqueline Darna, MHSc AA-C

Medical Inventor & CEO, NoMo Nausea

Jacqueline Darna is the CEO & medical inventor of the NoMo Nausea Band: the first & only natural way to stop nausea,
vomiting, & headaches instantly for adults, kids, & pets. Within one short year Jacqueline started the company & is now
distributed in 12 countries of the world. The NoMo Nausea Band was awarded Surgical Product of the Year Nominee,
voted Eco-Friendly Family Product of 2015 by KIWI magazine, & is the anti-nausea product of choice by NAUI scuba
divers worldwide. This Tampa native has three degrees in the Bio Medical Sciences from the University of South Florida,
as well as a dual masters degree in anesthesia from NOVA Southeastern. She has been featured on multiple news &
radio stations nation wide for her innovative product. She is known as the outgoing Tampa Chamber of Commerce
Startup Scholar/ Entrepreneur of the year, Up & Comer Award Nominee by the Tampa Bay Business Journal, voted
Most Innovative Business by iHeart radio broadcast, & award winning entrepreneur.

Kathy Durdin
Self-Employed

Kathy Durdin uniquely combines a varied background in management consulting, leadership development and arts,
and applies all of these experiences and disciplines to meet her clients’ needs.Kathy has had a broad based career
encompassing client service and organizational management in both the consulting and non-profit environments. After
over twenty-five years of management consulting experience, Kathy changed her focus to an area about which she
has always been passionate – enhancing and encouraging individual development, and expanding inclusive leadership.
Over five years, she envisioned, developed and implemented the Women’s Leadership and Diversity & Inclusion
Programs at Navigant, emphasizing leadership development.
Kathy has a Bachelor of Business Administration with a concentration in Accounting from the College of William and
Mary. Kathy is also a nationally recognized watercolor and mixed media artist. She has exhibited across Florida, as well
as nationally, from New York to California. She was also the 2012 President of Florida Watercolor Society, and is now its
Director of Operations. Her work is in permanent collections in Florida and the President’s Collection at the College of
William and Mary.

David Etheredge

CEO and Co-Founder of SavvyCard
David has 18 years of product and business development experience with Disney Interactive, Hasbro Interactive and
MicroProse Software. As CEO & co-founder of SavvyCard, David is primarily responsible for the strategic vision of the
company & capitalization of operations. David is acting VP of Sales, heavily involved in R&D and the development of
strategic relationships with key distribution and technology partners. David is very active in the Tampa Bay/ St. Petersburg
entrepreneurial community as an angel investor, mentor and advocate. David sits on the advisory board for Priatek and is a
Director, and Chairman of the Investor Relations Committee for Tampa Bay WaVE.
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Allie Felix

Marketing Manager, Draper University
Allie Felix is the Marketing Manager for venture capitalist Tim Draper’s entrepreneurship program, Draper University.
Studying at Smith College, she got involved in Smith’s Collegiate Women Entrepreneurs’ Competition, and continued
on to scale the competition as it’s marketing coordinator. Upon taking the jump from Tampa, FL to Silicon Valley, Allie
has spent the last 2 years building networks, partnerships, and events in the Silicon Valley startup ecosystem. She loves
connecting entrepreneurs to opportunities.

Brandon Fong

Blogger and Student Hacker
Brandon is a student, aspiring entrepreneur, and social media marketer. He was the president of CEO University of
Wisconsin Whitewater Chapter, and been involved a lot with entrepreneurial programs. He is currently the Social Media
Manager for MindsetGo.

Elizabeth Fontaine-Barr

Self Employed Artist

Elizabeth was born and raised in New Orleans, a very creative city. Influenced by the vibrant culture and strong artistic
nature of my surroundings, she knew at a young age that she wanted to be an artist. Elizabeth graduated from UNO
with a major in painting, opened a studio to teach art to children and also helped pay the bills by being a free-lance
commercial artist. About 8 years ago, Elizabeth started pursuing her dream and reignited her passion to paint. Elizabeth
now reside in Lutz (Tampa), Florida with her husband.

Gary Grant

Vice President, Development and University Relations
1987 University of Chicago, B.A. in History
1994 IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D.

David Gee

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Dave Gee teaches entrepreneurship and co-directs Launch Pad, a student startup accelerator, at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater. Dave is also a serial entrepreneur.

Brenda Gregory
Brenda R. Gregory is a native Floridian artist residing in the city of Tampa. She has been teaching adults and children
since 2007, after leaving her job in corporate banking. Brenda received her BFA in Medical Illustration and Associate
of Applied Science in Fine Arts from Rochester Institute of Technology in 1984. She began her diverse art career as
a medical and scientific illustrator and then as a graphic designer. In 2000, she started studying metalsmithing and
jewelry making. Brenda enjoys sharing her love of art with adults and children. She is currently working with recycled
plastics, painting, drawing and metals, focusing on the importance of recycling. Her courses help children learn about
their impact on the environment as well as create fun works of art from the trash they collect. Students are faced with
finding interesting creations from objects they would have otherwise discarded. Brenda believes that the arts enhance
the minds of children; not only in learning creative skills but using logic and applying creativity to strategic planning. She
currently has her own business making jewelry and doing graphic design and illustration.
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Dan Henry

DanHenry.org, Omni Marketing LLC
Dan Henry went from a pizza boy to making 6 figures online in just over a year. He then went on to quickly build several
successful companies using Facebook Marketing. Dan now helps young entrepreneurs use social media to building a
future!

Mana Ionescu

President, Lightspan Digital
Mana is the president of Chicago Digital Marketing company Lightspan Digital. With her practical and hands-on
approach, Mana has been busting social media myths and showing measurable results are possible. A sought-after
speaker, she’s been sharing digital marketing knowledge as Kellogg Executive Education faculty and via numerous
conferences, from Techweek to SES from Social Media Week to MPI TechCon, from 312Digital to Marketing Profs
University and Pubcon. In 2014, Mana was awarded the “Chicago Woman Making History” Outstanding Entrepreneur
Award by the City of Chicago.

Scott Issen

President & CEO, Future Founders
Scott Issen is President & CEO of Future Founders, a non-profit that believes every youth can become an entrepreneur
and has served over 30,000 youth to date. Scott has worked in the startup community for 15+ years, advising adult and
student entrepreneurs.

Patricia Kack

VP of Strategy, World Cup of Sales
Pat has worked in technology across 16 countries for the last 15 years. Her background is varied and includes over 20
industries. She has worked as a Writer, Educator, Business Analyst, Lead in Software and Process Implementation, and
as an Agile Project Manager. She has worked with startups, defining marketing, product and sales strategies for over 10
years. A former Thinker for Rokk3r Labs, she now provides strategy for Communication and Education for World Cup of
Sales and its sister company DreamFu.

Harvey S. Kauget

Partner, Burr & Forman LLP
Mr. Kauget has a broad range of litigation and patent prosecution experience in electronics, mechanical systems,
medical devices and software.

Allen H. Kupetz
COO, venVelo

Allen is COO of venVelo, the most active early-stage venture fund in central Florida with investments in Fattmerchant,
flexReceipts, Genicon, Spectrum Bridge, Thrive Ice Cream, Vigilant Biosciences, and others.
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Kevin Langley

President, Langley Sixteen, Inc.
Kevin spends the majority of his time mentoring college entrepreneurs from around the world. He serves on several
University advisory boards, Gov. working groups and committees, and volunteers for global non-profit and NGOs.

Sam Lepak

Founder of Lepak Legacy LLC.
Sam is currently a student at The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, he is also a past president of The CEO Chapter at
UWW. After discovered his passion in entrepreneurship, he founded SamLepak.com, an internet marketing company.

Tammy Levent

CEO, Elite Travel Management Group
When Tammy created Elite Travel in 1998 she had no idea the obstacles she would face – 9/11 and the subsequent
recession, agent commission cuts, the beginning of the online agencies that nearly crippled the industry and countless
other personal and professional setbacks that would have made many business owners give up and close up shop. It
was these obstacles that became the basis for her mission in life – to teach others how to build a business from nothing
and make it thrive. She took her company from nearly $200,000 in debt to an award winning agency that has done
more than $100 mil today.

Dr. Mary Lippitt

Founder and President, Enterprise Management Limited
Dr. Mary Lippitt is an internationally recognized leader in strategic thinking and execution. Her book, Brilliant or Blunder:
6 Ways Leaders Navigate Uncertainty, Opportunity and Complexity, examines how to make smarter strategic decisions.
Mary founded Enterprise Management Limited 30 years ago to provide leaders with practical solutions to meet
changing business challenges. She co-authored American Management Association’s research on strategy and their
research into why execution fails. She teaches in the MBA program at the University of South Florida, and is a columnist
for BizCatalyst. She recently spoke on VoiceAmerica on the topic of ensuring entrepreneurial success.

Alicia Campos Massó

Founder of Happy Industries Art Studio
Alicia Campos Massó is a professional artist. Massó hold a BS in Psychology and Art Therapy. She graduated from
Harvard with a Master’s degree. Her thesis focused on the Benefits of the Arts in Education. Alicia teaches in her studio,
sell her art and is publishing her next book in November.

Michael Matousek

Founder/CEO, Flashnotes.com

I ran Flashnotes.com for 5 years and raised 16M. I learned a lot but ultimately failed to scale the business. I think my
experience is valuable in what I learned along the way. The mistakes I made that lead to the ultimate failure of the
business. I think this candid level feedback is really valuable.
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Craig Montuori

Executive Director, Global Entrepreneur In Residence Coalition
Craig Montuori is the executive director of the Global Entrepreneur In Residence (EIR) Coalition, which helps
international students pursue their American Dreams as entrepreneurs by enabling them to pursue a startup visa. He
previously advocated for the startup visa to be created by legislation on Capitol Hill and was involved in the effort to
defeat SOPA/PIPA in 2012. He holds a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering from Caltech and a master’s in
public affairs from the University of San Francisco.

Topher Morrison

Managing Director of Key Person of Influence, Founder and CEO of Topher Morrison, Inc.

Topher is a professional speaker and public speaking guru. He has over 20 years of experience speaking and also
educates and trains others through Topher Morrison, Inc. Currently Topher is the managing Director of Key Person of
Influence, which teaches you to become one of the most highly-valued and highly-paid people in your industry.

Tom Mulliez

Founder and CEO of iTrekkers Outdoors Adventures
My story is simple, I am an avid outdoorsman, family man, and aspiring startup entrepreneur. For years, I was involved
in shaping the customer experience of Capital One’s high spend customers, working to drive increased spend through
delivery of superior experience via our customer touch point channels – phone and chat. This background helped me
shape iTrekkers with a focus on the user experience – always. This, combined with my love for the outdoors and personal
understanding of customer frustrations related to finding outdoor adventures for myself, family and friends, has led to the
creation of iTrekkers.

Jay B. Myers

Founder/CEO, Interactive Solutions, Inc.
Jay B. Myers is the Founder/CEO of Interactive Solutions, Inc. (ISI), a $16m Memphis based firm that specializes in
distance learning, telemedicine and audio-visual sales and support. Myers 2nd book”Hitting the Curveballs” details how
he doubled company business during the Great Recession.

Danny Nardo

Vice President / Co-Founder, Nardo’s Natural Skincare
Danny Nardo is vice-president of a family-owned organic skincare line he co-founded with his three brothers. They
gained national recognition by appearing on ABC’s Shark Tank and partnering with investor Barbara Corcoran. Danny
shares his story entrepreneurship, branding & marketing.

Chuck Papageorgiou

Managing Partner - CEO, Ideasphere Partners, LLC and International Screening Solutions, Inc.
Chuck Papageorgiou is currently the Co-Founder and CEO of International Screening Solutions, a company that
provides risk management services to the background screening industry, and the Founder and Managing Partner of
Ideasphere Partners, LLC, a company that provides executive consulting to the high-tech, light manufacturing, logistics
and financial services segments.

As an entrepreneur he has founded and launched a number of companies over the last twenty years, raising over 15M
in startup capital, and as a corporate executive and consultant he has managed organizations ranging from five person
spin-off divisions to 10,000+ employee international operations. He has lead or acted as a Sr consultant on completed
M&A and restructuring transactions worth over 9 billion dollars.
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Tony Perzow

Tony Perzow Mindful Negotiation
A former negotiation trainer at the Karrass Organization and Vice President of negotiation training at Strategic Pricing
Associates, Tony’s mission is to help others be insanely successful. His keynote presentations shatter the myths and
misconceptions that prevent most companies and individuals from negotiating effectively. He blends the 30,000-foot
view with in-the-trenches experience and practical tools to create immediate and lasting change. Your audience will
never think about leaving money on the table the same way again. And they will leave with concrete actions, ideas, and
techniques they can use to negotiate bigger and more profitable outcomes.
A polished and engaging speaker, Tony has trained top executives from many of the leading Fortune 500 companies.
His upcoming book, You Suck at Negotiating – But You Don’t Have to with a Mindful Negotiation Practice goes beyond
the theory of negotiating by providing practical, action-oriented information. Before his career as a negotiator.

Tru Pettigrew

CEO, Tru Access

Tru is a devoted family man and an accomplished business leader. His love for his family and his passion to help others win
are what fuels him each day. He is also an author, award-winning marketing executive, inspirational & motivational speaker,
and successful entrepreneur. Tru’s primary areas of expertise include Millennial Insights, Leadership Development,
Purpose-Driven Marketing, and Inclusion Strategies.
Tru’s background and experience also include co-founding qualitative research agency Y-Access, and Millennial & Lifestyle
marketing businesses Alloy Access and Octagon Access respectively, all of which were acquired by larger organizations.
Tru is currently the CEO of Tru Access, which is a new-age consultancy firm that specializes in reaching Millennials and
Generation Z.

Dave Phillipson – Master Connector

Director of Global Operations for CEO Space, CEO Space

Known as “The Entrepreneur’s Best Friend”™
Business Trainer since 1987, at Fortune Level.
Has hosted over 600 Entrepreneur meetings globally.
Award Winner.
A very impressive array of Business Connections.
Speaker, Author, Mentor, Investor, Panelist, Thought Provoker, & Occasional Maverick.

Dr. Greta Pope

President and CEO of Greta Pope Entertainment, Inc.
Dr. Greta Pope is an award winning, internationally acclaimed entertainer, who has performed in many parts of
the world. Dr. Pope is the author of Music, Money & You; Managing the Business and is a consultant in the area of
entertainment management.

Jake Rose
Beat Weekly

Jake Rose is a Business Marketing major at the University of Tampa. He has worked at music festivals and events
ranging from Miami to Los Angeles. Throughout his experiences, he has been introduced to a wide array of talent
ranging from artists to label representatives. Jake’s strong eye for musical talent stemmed from the influence of his
musically-inclined grandfather who founded a successful retail musical instrument store in the Bronx, New York called
“West Manor Music.” Jake’s experiences led to the creation of the online music magazine Beat Weekly.
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Michael B. Ross

President, Mainstream Life Solutions
Michael Ross is a leadership advocate, entrepreneur, and business coach. Michael has helped start over 35 businesses
and trains businesses in organizational culture, leadership, character, sales, marketing, strategy, change, personal
development, conflict resolution, and vision.

Daniel Ruke
Ruke is Described as a Creative Entrepreneur and Artist who Transforms Visions into Reality. Ruke has worked with
Intellectual Properties of Disney, Marvel and Chico’s He started his first company, Ruke Illustrations, 2 Decades ago
and grew it into blink, a full-service Creative Marketing Studio. After great success, he upped the fun by jumping into
the Video Game Industry, first representing them and then creating them. In 2010, all the experience and talents were
combined to create Game Nation, an Experiential Video Game Theme Park and Resort concept. RUKE became an
Inventor, in 2016. He received a Patent for “A System and Method for Providing a Multi-Players game Experience” in a
physical space, bringing video games to life.

Samantha Rosser, M.Ed., CLF

Internship Productivity Consultant, Northwestern Mutual
Samantha joined Northwestern Mutual’s home office in Milwaukee, WI in 2015 as the Internship Productivity Consultant,
where she focuses on developing systems to drive intern productivity and strengthening the leadership of the internship.
Prior to her move to Milwaukee, she was most recently a senior consultant with Weber Associates in Columbus,
Ohio, which specializes in marketing and field sales consulting. Prior to Weber, she was the Director of Internship
Development for the Kemelgor Agency of Northwestern Mutual in Columbus, OH where she focused on college
recruiting, training, coaching, and leadership development.

Matt Sacks

Founder and President , Disruptt Speakers Bureau
Growing up as an athlete, Matt had a sense about the world but focused much of his time playing sports. After playing
Varsity basketball in University, a shift happened after working overseas and in the face of extreme poverty.
After seeing the limitations and challenges in the charity sector Matt explored different avenues, and stumbled upon
social entrepreneurism; business for social good.
Always moved by the power of story, Matt set out to help those making a difference in the world by creating a platform
to share their impact. As Founder of Disruptt Speakers Bureau, Matt has brought together a world-class collection of
influencers, CEO’s and activists who have been recognized as leaders in their respective fields. He’s convinced that if
these stories and lessons are shared that they will change the world.

Doug Sandler

Mr. Nice Guy, For College For Life
Doug Sandler has over 30 years of business experience as an entrepreneur and leader. His book, Nice Guys Finish First
is a #1 ranked Amazon Best Seller. As a podcaster, Doug has interviewed Arianna Huffington from HuffPost, Dan Harris
from Good Morning America, Ron Klain, White House Chief of Staff and dozens of celebs. He specializes in teaching
others the “how-to’s” of building relationships and strengthening connections. Doug is a nationally recognized speaker
and writer. His weekly posts reach thousands of readers. Doug has been titled by a leading social media marketing
company in the top 100 of Social Media Thought Influencers to follow.

Terri Simons

Director of Program Services at the Arts Council of Hillsborough County

Terri Simons is responsible for its three grant programs for artists and arts organizations; the Council’s online
communications and websites; professional workshops; and events for the arts community such as FIVE by FIVE
Tampa Bay and monthly professional networking events. Her other programs include ArtPop Tampa, a program
highlighting the talents of local artists on billboards throughout the County; the Academy for the Business Side of Art;
and currently is leading a comprehensive year-long study of the economic impact of the arts in Hillsborough County
and the City of Tampa. Terri has more than 30 years’ experience in communications and marketing for corporations and
non-profits. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Studio Art and Art History from the University of South Florida.
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Katie Sowa

Senior Director, Startups, Future Founders

Katie Sowa is Senior Director, Startups for Future Founders. She helped launch and now leads Future Founders
Startup, a dynamic program that engages, equips and empowers collegiate-level entrepreneurs. She is the former
Director of Operations for the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO).

Darren Spielman

Partner/Shareholder, Kain Spielman, P.A.
Darren Spielman is an intellectual property attorney and partner at Kain Spielman, P.A. He concentrates his practice in
the field of intellectual property law, with an emphasis on trademarks, trade secrets, domain name disputes, copyrights,
computer law, and defamation.

Bruce Starcher

Managing Director, The Starcher Group
Bruce Starcher is the founder of The Starcher Group, a consultancy focused on Business Models, Strategy and
Innovation. Bruce started developing his Business Model expertise in 2002 at Hewlett Packard and in 2005 a position
was created for him to help senior leaders with their Business Models.

Alexander Zoltan Szinegh

Author, Speaker, Performance Coach and Realtor, Cooperative Real Estate Tampa Bay
Alex is a “rags to riches” success story. With only a grade 10 education (acquired his grade 12 and some college after
40 years), this Hungarian immigrant has overcome a multitude of obstacles. He is now a Best Selling Author & Coach.
As a realtor for 32 years Alex has SOLD over 3500 properties.

Steve Tingiris

Founder, Dabble Lab
Steve is a software engineer turned entrepreneur. Steve has launched, and successfully exited from three early-stage
technology ventures while also helping to start and grow Tampa Bay WaVE, one of the first federally funded, non-profit
startup accelerators in Florida.
In 2015, Steve founded Dabble Lab; a startup studio that focuses on helping non-technical founders build, validate, and
launch technology startups. Dabble Lab takes on the role of technical co-founder and leads product development to
help accelerate investment readiness for very early stage technology ventures.
In July of 2016, Steve joined Florida Funders as a partner where he heads up product development and marketing along
with the support from his team at Dabble Lab. In his role at Florida Funders, Steve is responsible for defining the vision
and growth strategy and leading marketing and product development initiatives.

– 49 –

BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Joseph Warren
CEO, CoCreativ

Started $2M business at age 19. Had money, cars and girls. Five years later, was broke and homeless. Cheated death
twice but got back up. Crushed #1 fear. Launched multiple successful businesses. Published two books. Now teaches
college students how to discover their purpose (in only 5 days) so that they can stop being broke and start making money
doing what they love.

Matt Weihmuller

Patel Conservatory at the David A. Straz, Jr. Center for the Performance

Matt Weihmuller is a jazz saxophonist who completed both his undergraduate education in music (magna cum laude)
and masters of music at Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida. He was a member of the FSU Jazz Ensemble I
and various jazz combos, as well as a regular performer at various Tallahassee Venues.

Ed Wimp
Ed Wimp is a Speaker, Author, Artist Manager, and Musician from Orlando, Florida. He was born and raised in Chicago
before moving away to Monmouth, Illinois at the age of eighteen to attend college. Growing up, Ed was very active in
sports and music. He had a short stint of playing baseball during college and ultimately left the team in order to play
Concerts on weekends.
After graduating college, Ed began transitioning into the business side of the music industry when he was presented with
an opportunity to travel as part of the road management staff for R&B legends Earth Wind & Fire. From there, he was able
to travel and tour with hip-hop icon A$AP Rocky as he appeared in the Under the influence Tour with Wiz Khalifa.
While still keeping involved in the fast moving music industry, Ed Wimp is also pursuing a law degree from the Florida A&M
University College of Law. He currently holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from Monmouth College and
a Master’s Degree in Entertainment Business from Full Sail University.

Brenda S. Winter

Banking Industry/VP and SBA Division Manager , NorthStar Bank
NorthStar Bank’s Small Business Administration Department Manager responsible for directing and leading the bank’s
government lending division, formed in 2015. Responsibilities include the continuous education of customers and
colleagues of the benefits for participation in the available programs. Prior to joining the NorthStar Bank team, I worked
for several other local banks including Pilot Bank, First National Bank of FL (n/k/a Fifth Third), and Barnett Bank to name
a few and have over 30 years in banking.

Dr. Dan Young

Assistant Professor, Wilmington University
Dr. Dan Young is the state of Delaware’s leading authority on entrepreneurial education and placemaking for students. He
has a Ph.D. in Social and Behavioral Marketing from Temple University and lectures around the country on how to build
entrepreneurial ecosystems and market them to students.
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