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October 26, 2017
Greetings from The University of Tampa!
I am pleased to welcome you to the 2017 CEO Global Conference and Pitch Competition here in beautiful Tampa, Florida.
The University of Tampa is proud to serve as the host institution for the global headquarters of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization (CEO), and to once again sponsor this year’s conference in celebration of the spirit of entrepreneurship.
The positive impact that entrepreneurial activity has on our nation is well understood. CEO’s mission to “inform, support and
inspire college students to be entrepreneurial and to seek opportunity through enterprise creation” is an important one, and
is essential to the task of developing the next generation of entrepreneurs. With that goal in mind, UT is happy to stand on
the national stage as a leading partner of CEO.
The University of Tampa (UT) is a medium-sized, private university that offers more than 200 undergraduate and graduate
programs of study. The university features a richly diverse community with UT being the school of choice for 8,913 students
from all 50 states and 140 countries. Our entrepreneurship program reaches across the entire campus with its exceptional
curriculum and dynamic programs.
The Lowth Entrepreneurship Center, a part of UT’s Sykes College of Business consists of 25,000 sq./ft. of dedicated space
for entrepreneurship related activities. The Center features four student business accelerators, a community incubator,
collaborative and innovative work spaces, a dedicated pitch room and a maker space containing two, three-dimensional
printers and a powerful computer containing state of the art graphical design software. In 2016, the Lowth Entrepreneurship
Center was named the 2016 Model Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Program in the United States by the Association for
Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE). Just two weeks ago, the Center was awarded the NASDQ Excellence in
Entrepreneurship Centers Award during the 2017 Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers (GCEC) Conference.
I encourage you to visit the Lowth Entrepreneurship Center on Friday October 27 at 7:00 p.m. for the Marketplace Live
faculty appreciation reception and the UT graduate studies student reception.
At the University of Tampa, we strive to be innovative in our thoughts and actions, and seek the development of
entrepreneurially minded human capital. Our primary goal is to provide our students with the resources they need to
unlock their entrepreneurial future. The partnership between the University of Tampa and the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization demonstrates UT’s enduring commitment to fostering a spirit of entrepreneurship, on our campus and yours.
I am confident that you will find this year’s global conference to be both educationally rewarding and fun, and that you will
leave here with a better understanding of what is required to transform yourself from dreamer to doer.
Best Wishes,

Ronald L. Vaughn,
President

ABBREVIATED HISTORY OF CEO
The 1970’s saw the inception, development and growth
of a new and exciting field of study in business and
higher education – entrepreneurship.
During this time, very few universities offered coursework for students. Students interested in becoming
entrepreneurs had very few resources, opportunities and outlets to help them reach their entrepreneurial
dreams and goals. And, no national student organization served this interest.
In 1983, a meeting was held in a restaurant to discuss developing an entrepreneurship organization for
students who wanted to one day become an entrepreneur. Gerry Hills, a professor at the University of
Illinois at Chicago (UIC), called and facilitated the meeting of 12 Chicago-area university students. John
Hughes and Jean Thorne of the Coleman Foundation contributed, along with Verne Harnish, who was
working with Fran Jabara to create the Association of Collegiate Entrepreneurs (ACE), was in attendance.
From this innovative meeting stemmed the origins of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs of Illinois Conference.
The first Collegiate Entrepreneurs of Illinois Conference was hosted by UIC’s Institute for Entrepreneurial
Studies with the faculty and students of DePaul, Loyola, Illinois Institute of Technology and Northwestern
University assisting in the planning and implementation of the conference. The Coleman Foundation
generously contributed as the conference sponsor and continues its support today. In 1985, the
conference’s name was changed to the Collegiate Entrepreneurs of the Midwest Conference.
After the conference’s continuous years of success and growth, Hills refocused his attention on creating a
national/global organization supporting student entrepreneurship, the same objective as in 1983. In 1997,
the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) was launched. The first two national conferences
were called “pilot meetings” with more than 700 students representing 100 universities in attendance.
In 1999, the Kauffman Foundation joined the Coleman Foundation as a key supporter of CEO. With
Kauffman’s support, CEO was able to hire full-time staff, and more and more CEO chapters began
appearing on campuses. In recent years, several other important sponsors have joined with CEO, including
Northwestern Mutual. Recent CEO conferences have had nearly 1,400 in attendance.
Today, CEO continues to promote its mission to inform, support and inspire college students to be
entrepreneurial and seek opportunity through enterprise creation.
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26TH
11:00am - 6:00pm

Registration

Atrium / Prefunction

11:00am - 4:00pm

Exhibitor Set Up

Exhibitor Hall

1:00pm - 1:30pm

Chapter Development 1.1 – Opening Remarks

Franklin Terrace

1:00pm - 5:00pm

Chapter Development 1.2 – Marketplace Live Simulation

Atrium / Prefunction

1:30pm - 2:10pm

Chapter Development 2.1 – Idea Pitch Competitions on Your Campus

Esplanade 1

Chapter Development 2.2 – Gettin’ the Word Out: Marketing & Social Media

Esplanade 2

Chapter Development 2.3 – Chapter Awards – Best Revenue Generating Initiative

Ybor

Chapter Development 3.1 – CEO Chapter - Building Membership (Moderated by CEO
Managing Director)

Esplanade 1

Chapter Development 3.2 – Cross Campus E Diffusion

Esplanade 2

Chapter Development 3.3 – Chapter Awards – Global Chapter of the Year

Ybor

Chapter Development 4.1 – Revenue Generating Ideas

Esplanade 1

Chapter Development 4.2 – The E Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization

Esplanade 2

4:05pm - 5:00pm

Leadership Keynote Session – Chuck Papageorgiou, Managing Partner/CEO, Ideasphere
Partners, LLC and International Screening Solutions, Inc.; Virginia Edwards, Professional
Development Coach

Franklin Terrace

5:00pm - 5:45pm

Pitch Competition 1.1 - Contestant Preparation

Franklin Terrace

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Welcome Reception – Sponsored by Florida State University | Jim Moran School of
Entrepreneurship

Courtyard

2:20pm - 3:05pm

3:15pm - 4:00pm

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27TH
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

7:30am - 4:00pm

Registration

Atrium / Prefunction

9:00am - 10:00am

Opening Keynote Session – Brett Culp, Filmmaker, Rising Heroes Project

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

Exhibitor Hall

10:30am - 11:20am

Concurrent Sessions 1.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 1.2 – The Power of Getting Started - Less Talking, More Doing

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 1.3 – Self-Employment of the Arts Panel: Life as a Creative Entrepreneur
Panel

Esplanade 2

Concurrent Sessions 1.4 – The Day Netflix Almost Died

Franklin Terrace

Concurrent Sessions 1.5 – Turning College Students into Collegiate Entrepreneurs

Palma Ceia 4

Concurrent Sessions 1.7 – On Being a Female Millennial Entrepreneur

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 1.8 – Dispelling Myths and Embracing Reality: Managing Start Up
Risk

Palma Ceia 2

Pitch Competition 2.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 1)

Bayshore 6

Pitch Competition 2.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 1)

Bayshore 5

Concurrent Sessions 2.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 2.2 – Your Company Will Live or Die by its Brand

Franklin Terrace

Concurrent Sessions 2.3 – How to Connect with the Right Resources You Need, Anywhere,
Any Time

Esplanade 1

11:30am - 12:20pm

Continued on next page
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
11:30am - 12:20pm
continued

Concurrent Sessions 2.4 – Is Business Education Good for Business

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 2.5 – Zero to 6 Figures at 18+: The Power of the eCommerce Blueprint

Palma Ceia 3

Concurrent Sessions 2.6 – Enhancing Your Entrepreneurial Mindset: An Interactive Session

Palma Ceia 4

Concurrent Sessions 2.7 – Launch a Venture, VOID of $$

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 2.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts Panel: How to Become an Amazon
Best Selling Author

Esplanade 2

Pitch Competition 3.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 2)

Bayshore 6

Pitch Competition 3.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 2)

Bayshore 5

12:30pm - 2:05pm

Lunch Keynote Session – Main Street Speaker Series – Craig Dubitsky, Founder & CEO, Hello

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

2:15pm - 3:05pm

Concurrent Sessions 3.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 3.2 – Patent Protection for your Invention

Esplanade 3

Concurrent Sessions 3.3 – How to Grow and Leverage Your LinkedIn Connections

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 3.4 – Believe Your Way To Success

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 3.5 – Sales Leadership

Franklin Terrace

Pitch Competition 4.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 3)

Bayshore 6

Pitch Competition - 4.2 Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 3)

Bayshore 5

Concurrent Sessions 4.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 4.2 – Maximizing Relationships in College for Future Business Success...
Meeting Investors, Mentors and Advisors

Franklin Terrace

Concurrent Sessions 4.3 – The Core Four: Why Your Core Values Shape Your Business

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 4.4 – Excuse Proof Leadership

Esplanade 2

Concurrent Sessions 4.5 – Building a CEO Officer Team on your Campus

Esplanade 3

Concurrent Sessions 4.6 – Design Sprint, Hottest Method in Lean Startup Planning

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 4.7 – Faculty Development – The Entrepreneurial Ecosystem and the Role of
the Dealmaker

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 4.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts: The Art of the Introduction

Palma Ceia 3

Pitch Competition 5.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 4)

Bayshore 6

Pitch Competition 5.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 4)

Bayshore 5

4:15pm - 6:15pm

Hall of Fame Dinner & Chapter/Individual Awards Reception – Cory Levy, Co-founder & COO,
After School; and Garrett Weber-Gale, CEO, Acton School of Business

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

7:00pm - 8:30pm

Faculty Appreciation Reception | Sponsored by Marketplace Live (Open Bar for Faculty)

Lowth
Entrepreneruship
Center | UTampa

3:15pm - 4:05pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

7:30am - 12:00pm

Registration

Atrium / Prefunction

9:00am - 10:00am

Keynote Session – Scott Peeples, President, COO & Co-founder of Peerfit
CEO Leadership Update, Managing & Executive Director are interviewed by CEO Chairwoman,
Becky Gann

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

10:30am - 11:20am

Concurrent Sessions 5.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Pared with a
Mentor
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Atrium / Prefunction

AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
Concurrent Sessions 5.2 – Bert Gervais “The Mentor Guy”

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 5.3 – The Authentic Entrepreneur: On How to Be Your Most Valuable Self
in Business

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 5.4 – Your Circle of 5: The Science of Networking for Entrepreneurs

Esplanade 2

Concurrent Sessions 5.5 – Minding your Business

Esplanade 3

Concurrent Sessions 5.6 – Entrepreneurial Leadership: Ask Yourself the Right Questions to be
Successful

Bayshore 5-7

Concurrent Sessions 5.7 – Swimming in a Shark Tank: Seven Critical Mistakes to Avoid When
Pitching VC Firms

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 5.8 – Self-Employment of the Arts: The Art of the Introduction

Palma Ceia 3

Concurrent Sessions 5.9 – Shake Your Money Maker

Palma Ceia 4

Pitch Competition 6.1 - Semi Final Round

Bayshore 6

Concurrent Sessions 6.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 6.2 – “Hitting the Curveballs” How Crisis can Strengthen and Grow Your
Business

Franklin Terrace

Concurrent Sessions 6.3 – Faculty Development - Tips and Tricks of Serving as an Involved
Faculty Advisor

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 6.4 – Creating and Leveraging your Personal Brand

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 6.5 – How to Create Market Disrupting Innovation

Esplanade 2

Concurrent Sessions 6.6 – How to Come Up with a Good Ideas

Esplanade 3

Concurrent Sessions 6.7 – Knowing When to Hire Legal Councel is a Competitive Advantage

Bayshore 5-7

Concurrent Sessions 6.8 – Dine Like A Diplomat

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 6.10 – Self-Employment of the Arts Panel: Life as a Creative Entrepreneur
Panel

Palma Ceia 4

12:30pm - 2:05pm

Keynote Session – Ernest Cadotte, Founder, Innovative Learning Solutions; and John S.
Shegerian, Co-Founder and Executive Chairman, ERI

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

2:05pm - 2:35pm

Exhibitor’s Networking – Facilitated by EMCEE - Bert Gervais

Exhibitors Hall

2:35pm - 3:25pm

Concurrent Sessions 8.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 8.2 – Perfectly Fair Equity Splits for Bootstrapped Start Up’s

Franklin Terrace

Concurrent Sessions 8.3 – How to use patents to get funded and maximize valuation

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 8.4 – Startup Accelerators 101

Esplanade 1

Concurrent Sessions 8.5 – Done Is Better Than Perfect

Esplanade 2

Concurrent Sessions 8.6 – Faculty Development - Across Campus Involvement is Key to Full
Campus Involvement (FSU & Bryant University)

Esplanade 3

Concurrent Sessions 8.7 – Who’s My Customer – How do I Sell to the Future 500

Bayshore 5-7

Concurrent Sessions 8.8 – Show Don’t Tell

Palma Ceia 1

Concurrent Sessions 9.1 – Mentoring – Check with Registration Desk to be Paired with a
Mentor

Atrium / Prefunction

Concurrent Sessions 9.2 – Define Your Success

Palma Ceia 2

Concurrent Sessions 9.3 – Do it Anyway: Grow Through Adversity

Esplanade 1

Pitch Competition 7.1 - Final Round

Bayshore 7

Closing Keynote and Final Address – Crawford Ker, CEO | Founder, Ker Management
Enterprises, LLC | Wing House; and Braydon Moreno, Co-Founder, Robo
Announcing Winners of the Pitch Competition

Bayshore Ballroom 1-4

11:30am - 12:20pm

3:35pm - 4:25pm

4:35pm - 5:30pm
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
1:30PM - 4:00PM
Chapter Development

These sessions are designed to ensure that any student leader can prosper by instituting some of these “best practices” from
some of the largest CEO Chapters in the nation. Join us on Thursday for these dynamic and impactful sessions. Presenters are
always welcome and applications should be submitted accordingly. Topics to be covered include:

1:00pm – 5:00pm
1.2

Opening Remarks ................................................................................................... Franklin Terrace
James Zebrowski, Managing Director, CEO; and Marc Busko, Director of Schools, Student Success Agency

1.2

Marketplace Live Simulation ............................................................................. Atrium/Prefunction
Marketplace Live Entrepreneurial Challenge: In teams of 3 you will have 3 hours to successfully launch a new venture
and take it through its first year of operation. You will have to quickly assess the market and plan a strategy. Utilizing that
strategy, you must make marketing, distribution, manufacturing and finance decisions before you enter the market.
When? • The Challenge will take place on Thursday, October 26 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. We look forward to seeing
		 you there!
Prizes: • First place will receive a Fitbit for each team member.
• Second and third place will receive Amazon Gift Cards for $50 and $25 respectively.
• The Winners will be announced on Friday during the Hall of Fame Reception.

1:30pm – 2:10pm
2.1

Idea Pitch Competitions on Your Campus................................................................. Esplanade 1
Faculty Moderator: Ji Hee Kim, Canisius College
Panelists: Mary Killoran, Bryant University, MA; Chris James, Iowa State University, IA; Elisabeth Williams,
Canisius College, NY; Bria Williams, University of Nebraska Omaha, NE; Dayana Hansley, Texas A&M; Jonathan
Belloso, Riverside City College, CA

2.2 Gettin’ the Word Out: Marketing & Social Media...................................................... Esplanade 2
Faculty Moderator - Dale Eesley, University of Nebraska-Omaha
Panelists: Jeffrey Gately, Bryant University, MA; Jennifer Hernandez, Morningside College; Alyssa Askeland,
University of Nebraska Omaha, NE; Adelle Tucker, Canisius College, NY; Kenzie Butera, University TennesseeChattanooga, TN; Michael Joyce, University of Tampa

2.3

Chapter Awards – Best Revenue Generating Initiative 	����������������������������������������������������� Ybor

Outstanding Chapter Revenue Generating Initiative Award: Finalist: Canisius College, Abilene Christian University,
Syracuse University

2:20pm - 3:05pm
3.1

CEO Chapter - Building Membership......................................................................... Esplanade 1
Faculty Moderator: Lindsay Wickham, Syracuse University
Panelists: Sarah Grosz, Syracuse University, MA; Trevor Caswell, Bryant University, MA; Sarah Sadler,
Morningside College; Alex Hostetler, High Point University, NC; Zachary Vincent, University of Nebraska - Omaha;
James Garvey, Canisius College, NY; Jamie Ngo, Rollins College

3.2

Cross Campus E Diffusion.......................................................................................... Esplanade 2
Faculty Moderator: Leonard Sholtis, Eastern Michigan University
Panelists: Jacob Lewtan, Bryant University, MA; Samuel Padilla, Morningside College; Nolan Herlocker, Iowa
State University, IA; Elise Miller, Canisius College, NY; Jonathan Hwang, Saint Louis University, MO; Yvette
Ayuso, Riverside City College, CA
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017 continued
3.3

Chapter Awards – Global Chapter of the Year ...................................................................... Ybor
Finalists: Abilene Christian University, Bryant University, Texas A&M University

3:15pm - 4:00pm
4.1

Revenue Generating Ideas.......................................................................................... Esplanade 1
Faculty Moderator: Kathryn Elliott, High Point University, NC
Panelists: Jonathan Wess, Canisius College, NY; Marissa Valdez, Texas State University; Conrad Kimball, Fresno
State University; Luke Peterson, Morningside College; Charlotte Thompson, High Point University, NC; McCalley
Cunningham, Texas A&M

4.2

The E Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization	�������������������� Esplanade 2
Faculty Moderator: James Zebrowski, University of Tampa
Panelists: Jaclyn Arens, Morningside College; Alison Raszlet, University of Nebraska Omaha, NE; Miles Blatt,
Florida State University; Andrea Singleton, Canisius College, NY; Hailey Crowell, American University; Aubrey
Lim, Fresno State University; Rachael Bunn, University of Florida

LEADERSHIP KEYNOTE SESSION
4:05pm - 5:00pm | Franklin Terrace
Business Etiquette (What you don’t know can hurt you) & Leadership Development
Chuck Papageorgiou, Managing Partner/CEO, Ideasphere Partners, LLC and International Screening Solutions, Inc.
Chuck Papageorgiou is currently the Co-Founder and CEO of International Screening Solutions, a company
that provides risk management services to the background screening industry, and the Founder and
Managing Partner of Ideasphere Partners, LLC, a company that provides executive consulting to the hightech, light manufacturing, logistics and financial services segments. As an entrepreneur he has founded
and launched a number of companies over the last twenty years, raising over 15M in startup capital, and
as a corporate executive and consultant he has managed organizations ranging from five person spinoff divisions to 10,000+ employee international operations. He has lead or acted as a Sr consultant on
completed M&A and restructuring transactions worth over 9 billion dollars.
Virginia Edwards, Professional Development Coach
Virginia Edwards is a national etiquette coach, consultant, and public speaker working with private clients,
universities, government agencies, and businesses. Ms. Edwards’ broad experience in varied industries
provides the real world knowledge of the interpersonal skills critical to success in the local and international
markets. Prior to starting her own consulting business, Ms. Edwards served as Special Staff Assistant to
the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs. Additionally, she held positions in sales,
manufacturing, hospitality, private equity, and non-profit organizations. Ms. Edwards’ international and
interpersonal skills afforded her the selection as General Manager, Norway House, the only country house
open to the general public during the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games. She has published articles
in numerous business journals and has appeared as an etiquette expert on various news programs. Using
customized programs, Ms. Edwards’ goal is to entertain while educating.

PITCH COMPETITION PREPARATION SESSION
5:00pm - 5:45pm | Franklin Terrace
Saxon Baum, Business Development Manager,Florida Funders
Jacqueline Darna, Medical Inventor & CEO, NoMo Nausea
During this session, CEO will lay out the guidelines of our Two Track Pitch Competition. With nearly 200 submissions, CEO has split
the competition into two tracks.
Track 1 – Preliminary: Concepts that are in Idea Stage – with no revenues, prototypes or products
Track 2 - Preliminary: Concepts that are beyond Idea Stage – with revenues, prototypes or products
This session is strongly advised for any students pitching at the CEO conference. Join Jacaqueline Darna and Saxon Baum as they
tackle tips and tricks of a successful pitch! Don’t miss out on this opportunity to fully develop your 1 minute 30 second elevator pitch.
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017
KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
Superhero Leadership: How Everyday People Can Have Extraordinary Impact
Brett Culp, Filmmaker, Rising Heroes Project
Brett Culp is an acclaimed filmmaker whose work has inspired audiences around the world. He is the
personal cinematographer for Hollywood stars, music icons, beloved authors, hall of fame athletes, and royal
families. His films are featured on Netflix, iTunes, Hulu, and other top digital platforms.
Brett has been featured in USA Today, Entertainment Tonight, WIRED, The LA Times, The Hollywood
Reporter, Lifetime, WEtv, and many more. The newest edition of the college textbook Documentary
Storytelling devotes an entire chapter to Brett’s production style.
He is the co-founder of The Rising Heroes Project, a 501c3 that supports charitable organizations and
empowers community leaders.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
10:30am - 11:20am
1.1

Mentoring ...........................................................................................................Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

1.2

The Power of Getting Started - Less Talking, More Doing ...................................... Esplanade 1
Rayla Bailey, Founder, On Fridays We Lunch

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• What is a life of freedom?
		
• Why I believe we can do anything we want – anything
		
• Tools to getting unstuck - combatting the fears that stunt you from living a live you will love
		
• Why it’s most important to start with a vision
		
• How to hustle with a purpose to get what you want
		
• Getting to a place of self-empowerment to talk less and do more

1.3

Self-Employment of the Arts: Life as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel........................ Esplanade 2
Nathan Beard; Jason & Nicole Hahn; and Elizabeth DeSeguirant
Professional creatives will share their tips and strategies for getting started, overcoming struggles, balancing creativity
and business, managing creative differences, creating multiple funnels of income, and a lot more! Don’t miss this
opportunity to learn from professionals in the visual and performing arts.

1.4

The Day Netflix Almost Died .................................................................................. Franklin Terrace
Ray Ingersoil, President & CEO, The Ingersol Group, Inc

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Understand the implications to any change in your strategy
		
• Communicate your plans effectively
		
• How to recover from poor strategic communication
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 continued
1.5

Turning College Students into Collegiate Entrepreneurs....................................... Palma Ceia 4
Scott Issen, President & CEO, Future Founders
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• frequent challenges aspiring or existing collegiate entrepreneurs face and how to address them
• how to motivate students to launch a business and keep them motivated throughout the business development
process
• how to use outside resources to help student entrepreneurs grow
• tips to measure success and evaluate a students’ progress

1.7

On Being a Female Millennial Entrepreneur ............................................................ Palma Ceia 1
Brianna Bean, The Job Scounts

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Difficulties of being a female millennial entrepreneur
		
• Tips for preparedness
		
• Identifying if you’re up for the challenge

1.8

Dispelling Myths and Embracing Reality: Managing Start Up Risk ...................... Palma Ceia 2
Colin Jones, Senior Lecturer of Entrepreneurship, Queensland University of Technology

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Your never as smart as you think (let me show you)
		
• Don’t waste your time pitching for capital when you can search for something worth much more
		
• Competition is overrated - your thinking is so much more interesting without it

Pitch Competition 2.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 1).............................................. Bayshore 6
Pitch Competition 2.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 1).............................................. Bayshore 5

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
11:30am - 12:20pm
2.1

Mentoring........................................................................................................... Atrium / Prefunction
Alicia Campos, Happy Industries and Terri Simpons
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

2.2 Your Company Will Live or Die by its Brand ......................................................... Franklin Terrace
Jessica Rivelli, Founder, Working Women
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Examine the differences between coaches, mentors, and sponsors and the implications each has on
professional development
• Leave with a clear understanding of each role and the disciplined approach needed to identify and secure the
right coach, mentor, and sponsor
• Learn how to nurture relationships with mentors so they create a lifetime bond

2.3

How to Connect with the Right Resources You Need, Anywhere, Any Time	��������� Esplanade 1
Dave Phillipson, CEO Space

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Ability to Connect with ANYONE, ANYWHERE
		
• Confidence in Networking even if you are shy or HATE networking
		
• Instant connection to resources to help your business on the spot.
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 continued
2.4

Is Business Education Good for Business ............................................................... Palma Ceia 2
Sarah Ham, Director, Marketing and Communications, AACSB International
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Big ideas could mean big business – but is your business education preparing you for the next step?
This interactive workshop provides a unique opportunity to share your experiences, insights, and ideas
related to business education, including how to build a better (or, the best) educational curriculum for
entrepreneurs. You’ll also see innovative examples from business schools around the world who are delivering
entrepreneurship education in unexpected ways. If you have ever wanted to have a say in the way business
education is being delivered, this is your chance. Be part of the conversation that could help shape the future
of education for entrepreneurs around the world.

2.5

Zero to 6 Figures at 18+: The Power of the eCommerce Blueprint ....................... Palma Ceia 3
Dr. Rashida Mendes, Funded First LLC
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Access millions of eager buyers ready to pay you while never touching a product or shipping orders
• Secrets to find high demand products for six-figure revenue
• See Real Time Examples of What Works and Doesn’t

2.6

Enhancing Your Entrepreneurial Mindset: An Interactive Session....................... Palma Ceia 4
Rebecca White,

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• We now live in a gig economy
		
• Entrepreneurial mindset is the key to personal and business strategic advantage in a gig economy
		
• Entrepreneurial mindset can be developed and enhanced

2.7

Launch a Venture, VOID of $$.................................................................................... Palma Ceia 1
Alexandria Agresta, Chief Community Officer, myLoop

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Self concept and mindset from the student to entrepreneur transformation
		
• The importance of the relationship currency
		
• mmersing yourself in like-minded communities
		
• Becoming obsessed with solving a problem with your market
		 • Resourcefulness
		
• Creating a tangible action plan

2.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: How to Become an Amazon Best Selling Author... Esplanade 2
Sabah S. Ali, Best Selling Author, Dorms Rooms to Conference Rooms
Do you have a book idea but not sure hot to get it launched? Learn from fellow college student and #1 Amazon Best
Seller, Sabah Ali. She wrote, published, and made her book a best seller in 30 days. She’ll address issues like developing
and implementing your marketing plan throughout the process of writing the book as well as providing launch day tips

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The credibility you gain of becoming an Amazon Best Selling Author
		
• Marketing Plan throughout the process of writing the book before launch day.
		
• Launch day tips in order to hit best seller within a few hours of launching.

Pitch Competition 3.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 2).............................................. Bayshore 6
Pitch Competition 3.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 2).............................................. Bayshore 5
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 continued
KEYNOTE SESSION
12:30pm - 2:05pm | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
Engineering a World-Class Entrepreneurial Community
Craig Dubitsky, Founder & CEO, Hello
Craig Dubitsky’s career has been dedicated to transforming commodities into desirables and turning
consumer insights into disruptive, emotionally charged brands. He has successfully engaged with a wide array
of companies dedicated to breaking category molds via design and consumer-centric thinking. Craig’s career
and legacy is fueled by his mission to make the things we regularly use better and more beautiful, and in doing
so, ultimately create bright spots in our day.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:15pm - 3:05pm
3.1

Mentoring........................................................................................................... Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

3.2

Patent Protection for your Invention ...................................................................... Esplanadade 3
Harvey Kauget, Partner, Burr & Forman LLP

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• What is a patent
		
• What is patentable
		
• Does my invention have to be pioneering

3.3

How to Grow and Leverage Your LinkedIn Connections ........................................ Palma Ceia 2
Robert Blacklidge, Social Media Expert, Blue Suit

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to grow your account
		
• How to leverage LinkedIn
		
• The power of a large LinkedIn network

3.4

Believe Your Way To Success ..................................................................................... Esplanade 1
Thomas Nestor, Leadership Institute, Nestor Holdings Inc
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Patterns of Behavior
• 3 Pillars of Success
• Empowering and Limiting Beliefs

3.5

Sales Leadership ..................................................................................................... Franklin Terrace
Kathy Hust, President, Scanalytics Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		 • Leadership
		 • Empowerment
		 • Accountability

– 19 –

– 20 –

SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 continued
Pitch Competition 4.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 3).............................................. Bayshore 6
Pitch Competition 4.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 3).............................................. Bayshore 5

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:15pm - 4:05pm
4.1

Mentoring........................................................................................................... Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

4.2

Maximizing Relationships in College for Future Business Success...
Meeting Investors, Mentors and Advisors............................................................ Franklin Terrace
Jesse Klaucke, Chair, University of Tampa Board of Counselors
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Before starting your business, you need to develop your ‘why.’ Part of your ‘why’ is finding out what things you
stand for.
• Your core values as a person should be reflected in the core values of your business.
• Joy, compassion, mindfulness, and competition are the best four core values because they represent
everything a business needs to succeed from a vision and mission standpoint.

4.3

Excuse Proof Leadership ............................................................................................ Esplanade 1
Nico Hohman, Broker & Owner, Hohman Homes Real Estate Brokerage

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How technology can make startup launch and management more efficient and effective
		
• Review of marketing, management, financial management and communications technologies
		
• Actual demos of these products being used by real startups

4.4

How to Start a Multimillion-Dollar Business with No Funding ............................... Esplanade 2
Tracie L. James, CEO, LaMorne Enterprises, LLC.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Do It With Them – Lead from within your team
		
• Do It Right – Right Actions + Dedication + Consistency = Success
		
• Do the D.E.W. – Detail Everything in Writing

4.5

Building a CEO Officer Team on your Campus......................................................... Esplanade 3
Marc Busko, Director of Schools, Student Success Agency

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to get the best applicants on your campus. Why recruiting outside your college of business is the best idea?
		
• How to create roles and titles that are driven by accountability
		
• How to plan for your next team. The importance of succession planning each year
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2017 continued
4.6

Design Sprint, Hottest Method in Lean Startup Planning...................................... Palma Ceia 2
Clinton E. Day, Entrepreneur Professor & Author, Entrepreneurship Resources, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Why Design Sprint is so effective
		
• How an idea or a problem solution can be successfully tested in just five days
		
• How Google uses the method for innovation

4.7

The Entrepreneurial Ecosystem and the Role of the Dealmaker........................... Palma Ceia 1
Dr. Dan Young, Assistant Professor, Wilmington University

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The framework of the entrepreneurial ecosystem
		
• The actors in each part of the ecosystem
		
• The role of the Dealmaker and his/her impact in each part of the ecosystem

4.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: The Art of the Introduction..................................... Palma Ceia 3
Amy Rogers, Self-Employment in the Arts; and Katie Sowa, Future Founders
Every successful conversation begins with a successful introduction, and every successful sale begins with a successful
pitch. Whether a creative professional or tech entrepreneur, we need to be comfortable and confident while talking about
ourselves. No matter your background, level of expertise, idea or stage of business, come learn a step-by-step process
to develop your personal pitch for any situation. Get ready for an interactive session where you will walk away with a pitch
you can use today!

Topics of discussion during the session will be:
		
• Learn the basics of design thinking
		
• Understand why ideation is important
		
• Easy-to-use & effective ideation techniques

Pitch Competition 5.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 4).............................................. Bayshore 6
Pitch Competition 5.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 4).............................................. Bayshore 5

HALL OF FAME DINNER & CHAPTER/INDIVIDUAL AWARDS RECEPTION
4:15pm - 6:15pm | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
Cory Levy, Co-Founder & COO, After School
Cory Levy is Founder of Internapalooza & Co-Founder and COO of After School – America’s largest social
network for teens. At the age of 19, Cory teamed with co-founder Michael Callahan to raise $1 million in
venture capital. Recently, Cory led After School’s effort to raise $16.4M in their Series A Round of fundraising.
Cory was on Forbes’ 2017 30 Under 30.

Garrett Weber-Gale, CEO, Acton School of Business
Two-time entrepreneur (started the first company at age 12). Ran both companies cash-flow positive,
growing revenues and cash every single month. TEDx speaker. Has also spoken at the White House,
universities, and countless private events. Two-time Olympic gold medalist. World and American record
holder. ESPY winner for “Greatest Moment”
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SESSIONS | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017
KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
Scott Peeples, President, COO & Co-founder of Peerfit
Scott Peeples, MBA, is President, COO and Co-Founder of Peerfit, a digital platform that makes it easy for
insurance carriers, brokers and employers to offer boutique fitness classes to their clients and employees.
Scott leads the strategy, management, and operations necessary to develop Peerfit’s business model,
product, technology, and brand. A serial tech entrepreneur with both a strong finance background and
over a decade of experiences as a professional musician, Scott brings a unique mix of creativity and
compassion to the business of peerfitting. Scott holds an MBA from the University of Florida and is founder
of SuggestASong.com.
CEO Leadership Update, Managing & Executive Director are interviewed by CEO Chairwoman,
Becky Gann

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
10:30am - 11:20am
5.1

Mentoring .......................................................................................................... Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

5.2

Bert Gervais “The Mentor Guy”................................................................................. Palma Ceia 2
Bert Gervais, Founder, Success Mentor Education, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to find mentors and follow up
		
• Personal branding
		
• Engaging people around your mission

5.3

The Authentic Entrepreneur: On How to Be Your Most Valuable
Self in Business ........................................................................................................... Esplanade 1
Danielle Stoller, Founder, Emerald Crane
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Why entrepreneurs should not strive to be ‘different’
• How to reconcile the tension between being value-driven and being market-driven
• How to manage the fact that being authentic and ‘doing you’ as an entrepreneur is sometimes about you
last- even though you are indispensable

5.4

Your Circle of 5: The Science of Networking for Entrepreneurs............................. Esplanade 2
Niti Shah

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Who the influential individuals are in your network
		
• How to design interactions to help you advance through relationship hierarchy
		
• Articulating your story

5.5

Minding your Business ................................................................................................ Esplanade 3
R. Colette Glover-Hannah, Founder & CEO, Hannah’s Shoebox

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Industry Research
		
• Start Up Biz resources
		
• Mentors vs sponsors
		
• Strategic relationships
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SESSIONS | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017 continued
5.6

Entrepreneurial Leadership: Ask Yourself the Right Questions to
be Successful................................................................................................................Bayshore 5-7
Kevin Langley, Board, Global Entrepreneurship Week

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Entrepreneurial Leadership
		
• Create your own strategic plan
		
• Identify who you are to becoming an entrepreneur

5.7

Swimming in a Shark Tank: Seven Critical Mistakes to Avoid When
Pitching VC Firms ........................................................................................................ Palma Ceia 1
Allen H. Kupetz, CEO & Co-founder, venVelo
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• The importance of being coachable, scalable, creating barriers to entry, developing sales channels, inappropriate
use of funds, not having a path to profitability, and confusing fundraising success with having a real business.

5.8

Self-Employment of the Arts: The Art of the Introduction...................................... Palma Ceia 3
Amy Rogers, Self-Employment in the Arts; and Katie Sowa, Future Founders
Every successful conversation begins with a successful introduction, and every successful sale begins with a successful
pitch. Whether a creative professional or tech entrepreneur, we need to be comfortable and confident while talking about
ourselves. No matter your background, level of expertise, idea or stage of business, come learn a step-by-step process
to develop your personal pitch for any situation. Get ready for an interactive session where you will walk away with a pitch
you can use today!

Topics of discussion during the session will be:
		
• Learn the basics of design thinking
		
• Understand why ideation is important
		
• Easy-to-use & effective ideation techniques

5.9

Shake Your Money Maker .......................................................................................... Palma Ceia 4
Connie Pheiff, Chair, CEO, Pheiff Group, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• There is no middle ground. Sometimes you need to be diplomatic and other times totally honest and revealing.
		
• Learn 3-effortlessly easy strategies that change the game in your favor.
		
• Achieve the impossible through self-branding and others will clamor to join you.

Pitch Competition 6.1 - Semi Final Round............................................................................ Bayshore 6

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
11:30am - 12:20pm
6.1

Mentoring .......................................................................................................... Atrium / Prefunction
Terri Simons, Arts Council of Hillsborough County
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.
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SESSIONS | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017 continued
6.2

“Hitting the Curveballs” How Crisis can Strengthen and Grow
Your Business ......................................................................................................... Franklin Terrace
Jay Myers, Founder & CEO, Interactive Solutions, Inc.

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Building and Employee Farm System(by recruiting millennials)
		
• Not “Growing Broke”
		
• Overcoming Adversity and Growing Your Business in difficult times
Meet Jay in the Exhibitor Hall for Book Signings of “Hitting the Curveballs” – Books provided complementary of Jay
Myers

6.3

Faculty Development - Tips and Tricks of Serving as an Involved
Faculty Advisor ........................................................................................................... Palma Ceia 2
Giles Hertz
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Running an engaged CEO chapter is challenging, review action items to keep students engaged.
• How to recognize when your chapter leadership is falling apart and what to do to fix it before your chapter
defaults.
• Description of services and resources CEO HQ provides to help combat chapter closure.

6.4

Creating and Leveraging your Personal Brand.......................................................... Esplanade 1
Steve Tingiris, DabbleLab

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to validate your startup idea
		
• How to prepare for funding
		
• How to lead a tech startup as non-technical founder

6.5

How to Create Market Disrupting Innovation ........................................................... Esplanade 2
Bob Roitblat, Founder, Mainsail Consulting Group

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Identify what you need to know before generating ideas
		
• Explain why asking customers what they want is a bad
		
• Create a plan for easily finding new breakthrough ideas

6.6

How to Come Up with a Good Ideas........................................................................... Esplanade 3
Katie Sowa, Senior Director, Startups, Future Founders

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to use intellectual property for competitive advantage.
		
• How to identify and negotiate more successful business arrangements including contracts.
		
• Strategies and tactics to protect your business from lawsuits.

6.7

Knowing when to Hire Legal Councel is a Competitive Advantage........................Bayshore 5-7
Susan L. Holler, Principal Attorney, Hoeller Law Firm

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to use intellectual property for competitive advantage.
		
• How to identify and negotiate more successful business arrangements including contracts.
		
• Strategies and tactics to protect your business from lawsuits.
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SESSIONS | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017 continued
6.8

Dine Like A Diplomat ................................................................................................. Palma Ceia 1
Amanita Thomas, Protocal Officer & CEO, Raleigh’s House of Etiquette

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• To provide useful and valuable lessons in corporate business dining etiquette
		
• To provide exercises developed to impart an understanding of social and communication skills
		
• To provide guidelines that will help participants gain confidence in a social and business setting while at the table.

6.10 Self-Employment of the Arts: Life as a Creative Entrepreneur Panel...................... Palma Ceia 4
Nathan Beard; Jason & Nicole Hahn; and Elizabeth DeSeguirant
Professional creatives will share their tips and strategies for getting started, overcoming struggles, balancing creativity
and business, managing creative differences, creating multiple funnels of income, and a lot more! Don’t miss this
opportunity to learn from professionals in the visual and performing arts.

KEYNOTE SESSION
12:30pm - 2:05pm | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
Solving the World’s Problems... One Company at a Time
Ernest Cadotte, Founder, Innovative Learning Solutions
Interview with Founder
Dr. Cadotte is the John W. Fisher Professor of Learning Innovation at the University of Tennessee. He earned his
Ph.D. at the Ohio State University in marketing and logistics.
For more than twenty years, Dr. Cadotte has been developing business flight simulators for college students and
entrepreneurs. He is the developer of the Marketplace family of simulations and a co-author of the textbook, The
Management of Strategy in the Marketplace (2009).
Dr. Cadotte’s has a strong interest in experiential learning and is on the cutting edge of pedagogical innovations
Professor Cadotte’s research interests include learning processes, assessment, entrepreneurial decision-making, customer
satisfaction, and psychological measurement. He has published widely in the Journal of Marketing Research, Journal of
Marketing, Cornell Quarterly, and International Journal of Physical Distribution Management.
John S. Shegerian, Co-Founder and Executive Chairman, ERI
No stranger to “recycling lives” and serving up second chances, in 1993 Shegerian co-founded Homeboy
Tortillas and Homeboy Industries, which continues to serve as a paradigm for urban renewal in America
and was awarded the New York Stock Exchange Building for the Future Award for creating new jobs and
opportunities for gang-impacted youth in post-riot Los Angeles.
Shegerian is also the creator of the popular Bulldog Root Beer brand and co-founded FinancialAid.com.
Shegerian is the Co-Founder and Executive Chairman of ERI.
Shegerian is also host and founder of “Green is Good,” the world’s leading environmental podcast.
Shegerian is a member of the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business’ Initiative for Global Environmental
Leadership (IGEL) Advisory Board and was named the Clean Tech Entrepreneur of the Year for Northern California by Ernst &
Young.
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:35pm - 3:25pm
8.1

Mentoring ...........................................................................................................Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

8.2

Perfectly Fair Equity Splits for Bootstrapped Start Up’s..................................... Franklin Terrace
Mike Moyer, Owner, Fair and Square Ventures, LLC
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Traditional equity split models are a leading cause of founder disputes and can easily lead to the demise of an
early-stage company. Even experienced, well-meaning advisors tend to guide startups down the wrong path
because traditional models simply don’t work.
• It is possible to create a perfectly fair equity split for all founders, employees and partners based on actual
contributions.
• Attendees will leave with an understanding of how to calculate a fair equity split and the associated tax and
legal considerations.

8.3

How to Use Patents to Get Funded and Maximize Valuation...................................Palma Ceia 2
Samar Shah, Managing Partner, Shah IP Law, PLLC
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• How should a startup think about its patent portfolio startegy?
• How can patents obtain startups close funding rounds, cement strategic partnerships, and attract ideal
acquirors?
• When should a startup consider filing patents (if ever)?

8.4

Startup Accelerators 101............................................................................................. Esplanade 1
David Gee, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater; and William Dougan, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• What are startup accelerators?
• What are the benefits of startup accelerators to entrepreneurs?
• How can entrepreneurs maximize the benefits from a startup accelerator?

8.5

Done Is Better Than Perfect ........................................................................................ Esplanade 2
Kiara C. Jones, Keys Bahamas Realty
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Start now. What ever idea or product you are thinking of doing just start.
• Get feedback as soon as you can and build on it.
• Always be evolving and learning. Don’t ever think the work is done and don’t sky away from hard work.

8.6

Faculty Development - Across Campus Involvement is Key to Full
Campus Involvement (FSU & Bryant University)........................................................ Esplanade 3
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8.7

Who’s My Customer – How do I Sell to the Future 500 ...........................................Bayshore 5-7
Andrew Gaeckle
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Understand Purchasing and B2B Markets
• Tips and Tools to sell to the Fortune 500
• The challenges and upsides to selling to the Fortune 500

8.8

Show Don’t Tell.............................................................................................................Palma Ceia 1
Brandon Fong, Author & Student Hacker, Brandon.Fong.com
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Learn the two psychological hacks you can use to get complete strangers to help you validate your idea
• Discover the BIG mistake that 95% of college students make which damage your brand (and how to fix it)
• Find out how to use the “Cute Student Technique” to acquire mentors and build a massive network

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:35pm - 4:25pm
9.1

Mentoring ...........................................................................................................Atrium / Prefunction
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

9.2

Define Your Success................................................................................................... Palma Ceia 2
Brittany Darrington, Founder & CEO, The BD tram, LLC
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Define Your Own Success - Helping Entrepreneurs to focus on their success and not compare to every other
company that is doing better.
• How to build a tribe - How to identify and attract your target market and ideal audience.
• Build A Foundation - Start-up steps to help build a foundation and not just a company. (Identifying ideas and
business plan steps)

9.3

Do it Anyway: Grow Through Adversity......................................................................Esplanade 1
Michael B. Ross, President, Mainstream Leadership Network
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• In this talk I cover the psychological, physiological, and sociological benefits of leaning into, rather than avoiding,
adversity.
• To be successful, entrepreneurs must learn to lean into adversity and overcome challenges that will come their
way.
• I also provide practices to help entrepreneurs increase their “adversity muscle.”

Pitch Competition 7.1 - Final Round..................................................................................... Bayshore 6
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CLOSING KEYNOTE SESSION
4:35pm - 5:30pm | Bayshore Ballroom 1-4
BM. How I Bootstrapped My Business From a Dining Room Table With No Experience to
Over $10,000,000 in Sales
Crawford Ker, CEO | Founder, Ker Management Enterprises, LLC | Wing House
Mr. Ker was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the son of immigrant Scottish parents and lived in
Dunedin, Florida for most of his childhood years.
Mr. Ker always had a strong work ethic, working along with his father for many years. After only one
year of high school football, he was a “walk-on” football player at junior college in Arizona where he
became an All-American and later an All-American at the University of Florida as well. It was at the
University of Florida that he was drafted in the 3rd round with the Dallas Cowboys. Mr. Ker made the
Dallas Cowboys All Decade Team and later started for the Denver Broncos.
After football, he founded Ker’s WingHouse Bar & Grill where he built his one unit brand into a multi-million dollar estate,
later selling it for tens of millions of dollars. Mr. Ker currently owns a hotel on Clearwater Beach in Florida and focuses his
interests on developing the other businesses in his portfolio.
Braydon Moreno, Co-Founder, Robo
I have started 3 businesses, one fashion brand called SWAE Watches, one service company in cell
phone repairs called iGeeks, and one emerging tech hardware company in 3D printing called Robo
3D. Each has taught me different aspects of business, but my current 3D printer business started on
a dining room table 4 years ago with $1200 invested and is now a public company on the Australian
Stock Exchange. I was honored to be named one of Forbes 30 under 30 in manufacturing.

A THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS:
1

University of Florida

13 Future Founders

2

University of Tampa

14 Hillsborough County

3

Speaker – Jay Myers, Hitting the Curve Balls

15 Northwestern Mutual

4

Speaker – Connie Pheiff

16 Regional Conferences (MWEC, SESI, Bryant, SEEC)

5

Speaker – Brandon Fong

17 Ali Specialties (Needs Electricity)

6

Speaker – Tracie Wade

18 Locker Lifestyle, LLC

7

Auntie Annes – 10x10 booth (need electric)

19 Just Grow (Needs Electricity)

8

NACCE

20 RecruitChute

9

USASBE

21 GenFKD

10 WBENC

22 Visit Tampa Bay

11 EO-GSEA

23 Smart Cookies

12 Self-Employment in the Arts

– 35 –

BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Alexandria Agresta

Sabah S. Ali is an entrepreneur who has been making an impact on many college students lives. She is the
Founder and Co-Host of Dorm Rooms to Conference Rooms podcast, a Best Selling Author of the booke
Enrolling in Confidence: How to Live the Lifestyle You Want in College, a Blogger, and Featured Speaker.

Sabah S. Ali

Sabah S. Ali is an entrepreneur who has been making an impact on many college students lives. She is the
Founder and Co-Host of Dorm Rooms to Conference Rooms podcast, a Best Selling Author of the booke
Enrolling in Confidence: How to Live the Lifestyle You Want in College, a Blogger, and Featured Speaker.

Rayla Bailey

Rayla Bailey is the Founder of On Fridays We Lunch, a women’s only monthly luncheon that connects
community leaders with young professionals in an intimate lunch setting. Rayla also offers Couch Consults,
which are individually tailored, one on one sessions to empower women to reach their professional goals
and ambitions.

Saxon Baum

Rayla Bailey is the Founder of On Fridays We Lunch, a women’s only monthly luncheon that connects
community leaders with young professionals in an intimate lunch setting. Rayla also offers Couch Consults,
which are individually tailored, one on one sessions to empower women to reach their professional goals
and ambitions.

Brianna Bean

Brianna Bean is a graduate of University of South Florida with a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications and
holds a Master’s Degree in Entrepreneurship from the University of Florida. Therapy Scout, the first of the
“Scout” brands, was launched in 2013. Brianna was a Tampa Bay Business Journal “Up and Comer” for 30
under 30 that year as the company began.

Nathan Beard

Nathan Beard was awarded a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Colorado State University in 2001 and then
worked in galleries and as an Art Consultant in Denver, CO for seven years. He grew up on a dairy farm
in western New York. Prior to his university studies, Nathan lived in Egypt for one year as an exchange
student and, upon his return, worked as a cowboy in Wyoming for two years. Nathan currently maintains a
studio in St. Petersburg, FL, where he lives with his wife and six year old daughter. His work is represented
locally by ARTicles Art Gallery (St. Petersburg, FL) and in Japan by agent Noriko Kuehn. Nathan also serves
as Curatorial Assistant at Dunedin Fine Art Center and as Preparator at Scarfone/Hartley Gallery, University
of Tampa.
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Robert Blacklidge

Entrepreneurship offers a world of constant growth and change creating a fast pace environment that
many are unfamiliar with. I love this and the accomplishments that can be achieved in an agile environment.
I have created and worked alongside teams effective in overcoming challenges using innovative methods.

Joey Brander

Beginning his career in media at the age of nine with Disney Channel, Brander made history becoming the
youngest person to host their own TV show on CBS (age 12) and then the youngest to host their own show
on ESPN Radio (age 16). Now 21, Brander is the President of First Serve Partners, making him one of the
youngest venture capitalists in the country.

Marc Busko

Marc Busko is the Director of Schools at Student Success Agency, an education-technology company that
is changing the future of high school. A former 2-time CEO Chapter President, Marc is passionate about
entrepreneurship and helping others. Marc has spoken to over 15,000 students across the United States
about the future of schools.

Jacqueline Darna

Jacqueline Darna is the CEO and medical inventor of the NoMo Nausea, NoMo Migraine, & NoMo
Sleepless Nights. The first and only natural way to stop nausea, vomiting, and headaches instantly for
adults, kids, and pets. This Tampa native has three degrees in the Bio Medical Sciences from the University
of South Florida. She went on to teach high school chemistry, physics, and astronomy in Hillsborough
County, followed by her medical degree as a Natropathic Medical Doctor in anesthesia from NOVA
Southeastern. Her life altering course correction from a clinician to an inventor and CEO proves that the
American Dream is alive and thriving. She has been featured on ABC, NBC, Today’s Show, Daytime, and
multiple radio stations nationwide for her innovative product. She is now known as the outgoing 2017
winner of Shark Tank’s Kevin Harrington’s The Big Pitch, EY’s entrepreneur of the year finalist, finalist for
2016 Small Business of the Year Award & 2016 Business Woman of the Year Award, Tampa Chamber of
Commerce Startup Scholar Alumni, Up & Comer Award Nominee, Most Innovative Business Nominee
by iheart radio, celebrity podcaster Dr. PukeNoMo in Pregnancy Pukeology Podcast, confident winner of
various pitch competitions, and award-winning entrepreneur for her innovative natural combination NoMo
products.

Brittany Darrington

Brittany Darrington is an accomplished business woman and acclaimed speaker. A former at-risk teen
turned millennial and youth advocate, she is renowned for her no-nonsense, practical steps to be happier
and more successful. She’s worked with groups of parents & educators plus has spoken to over HALF A
MILLION teens and millennials live.

Clinton E. Day

Clint Day started and built up three business in Florida and Georgia, and practiced entrepreneurship for
35 years. Upon selling his last company, he earned an MBA in entrepreneurship, gained certification by
the Babson SEE, Blank Lean Launch, UF Experiential Classroom, Kauffman Ice House, and Network for
Teaching Entrepreneurship curriculum.
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Elizabeth DeSeguirant

Elizabeth DeSeguirant holds a dual BA in Fine Arts/Theatre Arts and has enjoyed an exciting career
teaching, dancing, choreographing and producing in cities across the US, including NYC, Philadelphia,
Chicago, LA, Houston and Washington, DC. She has danced with numerous companies/residencies while
choreographing and teaching in both academic and professional arenas. In 2015, Elizabeth started the
project-based dance company OneLight. Elizabeth is also a founding member of the new Pinellas Dance
Collective, a local organization that works to connect dancers and professionals in the greater Tampa Bay
area by offering opportunities to teach, take class, collaborate and perform. Elizabeth currently serves as
teaching faculty and guest instructor/ choreographer throughout the Tampa Bay area. onelightdance.org

William Dougan

William Dougan is a professor at UW-Whitewater. Dougan has managed entrepreneurship programs at
UCLA, UW-Whitewater, Pepperdine, University of Shanghai and the University of North Dakota.

Allie Felix

Allie Felix leads Community at Work-Bench, an enterprise-focused venture fund in NYC, and Business
Development at 37 Angels, and investor network with a mission to close the gender gap in angel investing
through education. She specializes in community development in the startup ecosystem, bridging founders
with resources and opportunities.

Brandon Fong

Brandon is an author, former CEO Chapter President, marketer, and world traveler. Before he turned
21, he launched a startup company, used scholarships to study abroad for free, and was featured in
Fast Company and the School for Startups Radio. His book, Leverage, was a bestseller on Amazon in 4
separate categories and was featured in the Huffington Post.

David Gee

Dave Gee is the Entrepreneurship Program Coordinator at UW-Whitewater, spent over 20 years at Fortune
500 companies in marketing and has launched 4 tech startups.

Bert Gervais

Recognized by the USA Today and Fox News as one of the top young leaders in the country, Bert Gervais
a.k.a “The Mentor Guy” is one of the nation’s speakers on mentorship and building authentic connections
to help college students succeed. He Travels the country doing workshops for corporations and
Universities.
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R. Colette Glover-Hannah

R. Colette Glover-Hannah is the Founder/CEO of Hannah’s Shoebox, a unique online shoe store that sells
age-appropriate shoes for tween girls who wear women size shoes. Hannah’s Shoebox is an awardwinning company that’s based in Tampa with customers throughout the United States and Canada.

Jason Hahn

Jason Hahn is a nature photographer and has been professionally photographing for little over a decade.
He and is wife Nicole are the owners of Hahn Nature Photography where their work focuses on creating
compelling images of all the wildlife, scenery, and outdoor adventure found on this big beautiful planet of
ours.

Nicole Hahn

Nicole Hahn and her husband Jason are the owners of Hahn Nature Photography where their work focuses
on creating compelling images of all the wildlife, scenery, and outdoor adventure found on this big beautiful
planet of ours. Nicole has many roles from producer, event planner, keeper of the calendar, customer
relations manager, second photographer, photographer’s assistant, wife, mom, and head cake decorator (a
position every nature photography business needs!)

Sarah Ham

As the director of marketing and communications at AACSB International, Sarah Ham is responsible for the
leadership of the marketing value of accreditation initiative, and implementation of AACSB’s Advocacy and
Awareness strategies. She is also an adjunct marketing instructor at The University of Tampa.

Giles Hertz

Giles Hertz is an Associate Professor of Business Law and Entrepreneurship at the University of Tampa
(UT). He is a 1983 graduate of the University of Kentucky (B.A., Political Science) and a 1989 Graduate of
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University (J.D.). In 2016 Hertz assumed the
position of President and Executive Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO). At UT,
Hertz serves as the faculty advisor for the UT Entrepreneurs Club. Hertz has been a CEO chapter advisor
for 17 years. In 2013, Hertz was the recipient of the UT Faculty Advisor of the Year Award and the College
of Business’ Student Involvement Award. In 2016, Hertz was the recipient of the College of Business’
Outstanding Service and Student Involvement Award. Prior to entering academia in 2000, Professor Hertz
maintained a general civil law practice as a partner with the Florence, Kentucky law firm of Monohan, Hertz
& Blankenship, then later with the Cincinnati law firm of Finney, Stagnaro, Saba and Klusmeier. Prior to
his entry into the practice of law, Hertz was a founding partner in The Energy Efficiency Consultants. For
10 years Hertz also operated a recreational kayak outfitting business in the Northern Kentucky, greater
Cincinnati area.
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Nico Hohman

Nico is the founder of Hohman Homes, and contributor to REALTOR Magazine and Inman News. He
is an adjunct professor of real estate at HCC, and serves on the Hillsborough Co. Historic Resources
Review Board. Nico is on boards at Greater Tampa Realtors, Emerging Leaders of Tampa Bay, and UF
Construction Management School. He is the Head Golf Coach at Jesuit HS.

Susan L. Holler

My business and international law practice, which has been based in 5 states, has included representing
Fortune 100 companies, middle market firms and entrepreneurs including startups in many industries. I
have taught the legal aspects of entrepreneurship at UT.
Susan graduated from Colby College and Vanderbilt Law School. I was raised in Montreal, Canada.

Ray Ingersoil

Ray Ingersoll is the founder and CEO of The Ingersoll Group Inc.
Serving on multiple Boards of Directors, including the American Seniors Association and the Board of
Advisors for the John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center housed at The University of Tampa - Ray is a
published author, frequent radio show guest and host on topics ranging from politics to current business
issues, as well as a sought-after public speaker.
Ray is a former varsity letterman in basketball and graduate of The University of Tampa with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Psychology in 1991.
Ray is also a recipient of Congressional Medal of Merit.

Scott Issen

Scott Issen is a social entrepreneur & CEO of Future Founders, an entrepreneurship non-profit that has
empowered over 33,000 youth from elementary school to college and beyond. Scott graduated magna
cum laude from Washington University in St. Louis with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
and was named to the Crain’s “40 Under 40” list.

Tracie L. James

Tracie L. James is a Leadership Coach, Speaker, and Author based in Houston, TX. Tracie has 20 plus
years of experience in sales, marketing and political strategy; working with individuals and organizations
in the corporate, non-profit, and government sectors. She is passionate about nurturing, encouraging and
educating leaders to their full potential.
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Colin Jones

Dr Colin Jones is a reformed failure, having many moments of entrepreneurial success and several life
changing failures. A passionate advocate for authentic entrepreneurial learning, Colin seeks to challenge
his students to learn within and through the opportunities present in their individual lives. Colin seeks to
develop a sense of mindfulness within his students through which they are better able to sense, understand
and exploit opportunities. His presentations are provocative, generally memorable and aimed at changing
the way the world is viewed. Colin’s work is globally known and he actively works with students and
universities all over the world, along with other institutions such as the United Nations on a regular basis.

Kiara C. Jones

Kiara obtained her a real estate license from the Bahamas Real Estate Association at the tender age of 19.
Kiara completed her International Business & Finance degree at the University of Tampa and has moved
into the real estate industry full time. She’s quickly been making a name for herself by negotiating the best
and most profitable deals for her clients.

Harvey Kauget

Mr. Kauget serves a wide-range of clients in the areas of patent, trademark and trade secret litigation,
patent and trademark prosecution, IP risk management, portfolio licensing, and client counseling. Mr.
Kauget was also an engineer and a product manager in the semiconductor industry as well as a certified
high school chemistry and physics teacher.

Jesse Klaucke

Mr. Klaucke is a Principal with Landmark Pegasus Inc. He is responsible for originating, evaluating,
executing and managing transactions and consulting engagements. Prior to joining Landmark, Mr.
Klaucke was a Senior Consultant with a national corporate finance advisory firm where he was responsible
for the firm’s business development efforts as well as leading and managing consulting engagements,
which included extensive due diligence and financial analysis. He worked directly with CEOs and CFOs
of large publicly traded and privately held companies nationwide. Mr. Klaucke began his career with
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in the assurance and transaction advisory practices. While a member of the
assurance practice, his primary client focus was sizeable hedge funds, private equity funds, and publicly
listed conglomerates. Mr. Klaucke was a Coca-Cola Scholar and graduated magna cum laude with a
B.S. and M.S. from The University of Tampa. He is a very active member of the local business community
serving as the chairman of the UT Board of Counselors, a member of the Association for Corporate Growth
and a volunteer for the Florida Council on Economic Education. Mr. Klaucke also currently serves as a
Trustee of The University of Tampa.

Allen H. Kupetz

Allen is the COO and co-founder of venVelo, one of the most active early-stage venture funds in Central
Florida. He is also the entrepreneur-in-residence at Rollins College.
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Kevin Langley

Kevin Langley has been an entrepreneur since his days as a student at Louisiana State University (LSU).
Since then, as a serial entrepreneur, he has successfully founded and grown several companies, including
one of New Orleans-area’s top 100 largest privately held businesses.

Dr. Rashida Mendes

Do you crave a lifestyle of cash-flow, flexibility and the ability to live anywhere in the world? What if you
could upgrade from an internship and add Amazon Marketing Entrepreneur to your resume? That’s what
Dr. Rashida Mendes delivers in this live, dynamic presentation showing you at 18+ a new 6-figure blueprint
for those doing the work in the first year!

Mike Moyer

Mike is the author of eight books that distill complex concepts into easy-to-understand frameworks. He
teaches entrepreneurship at the University of Chicago and Northwestern University. He is also the owner of
Fair and Square Ventures, LLC, which operates and invests in a variety of businesses including technology,
publishing and real estate.

Jay Myers

Jay B. Myers is the founder/CEO of Interactive Solutions, Inc., a Memphis based firm that specializes in
video conferencing, distance learning, telemedicine and audiovisual systems sales and support. Since its
founding in 1996, Myers has built ISI into a $17 million company with 45 emp.

Thomas Nestor

Thomas Nestor is a best-selling author, Professional Speaker, and the CEO of Thomas Nestor Leadership
Institute, a company specializing in creating learning and development for leaders and organizations.
Thomas’s purpose is to teach people how to lead in a world that seems to crave leadership.

Connie Pheiff

Connie Pheiff is the Unstoppable DIVA, a High-Performance Coach and the founder of the Pheiff Group in
Los Angeles, CA. She offers keynote speaking, and is the producer and host of the award-winning podcast
Up or Out with Connie - helping entrepreneurial leaders achieve excellence and Be Unstoppable Together.
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Dave Phillipson

Dave stands for Entrepreneurs and has extremely high integrity and gains results for his clients.
• Returning judge to CEO.
• Director of Global Operations for FORBES & INC’s #1 Resource for Entrepreneurs
• Served & Led on the Crowdfunding Lobby
• Top 1% on LinkedIn for Entrepreneurs, 3 years running
• Best-Selling Author, Speaker, Mentor

Jessica Rivelli

Jessica Rivelli is the fearless founder of Working Women of Florida, which includes Working Women of
Tampa Bay & Working Women of Central Florida. The organization is the largest women’s networking group
in the state with a focus on developing strong female relationships to help each other grow professionally
and personally. Jessica launched Working Women of Tampa Bay after leaving a successful career in
Television News. She credits her 12 years of multimedia experience for her ability to create dynamic &
relevant programming. Since its 2009 launch, Jessica has produced more than 2,000 events for women in
the Tampa Bay & Central Florida regions. Jessica launched The Working Women Foundation in 2016. The
non-profit provides mentoring for young professionals and seed money for women start-ups. Jessica is an
ambassador for Dress for Success Tampa Bay and a current board member for the YWCA Tampa Bay.

Amy Rogers

Amy Rogers is the Director of the Self-Employment in the Arts (SEA) Program. SEA provides engaging
programs to help emerging visual, performing, literary, and media artists. She has also worn many
hats, from location producer to copy editor to custodian, working alongside her husband in a variety of
entrepreneurial pursuits.

Bob Roitblat

A seasoned executive, with more than 30 years of hands-on P&L responsibility running companies at
every phase of a business’ life cycle--Idea, Start-up, Growth, Maturity, Decline and Death. He also has
considerable experience consulting with and supporting small and medium-sized closely-held enterprises
(SME) across a range of industries.

Jennifer Rosoff

Jennifer Rosoff graduated in 2007 from The University of Tampa with a B.A. in Communication and a
focus in Dance and Advertising. Four years after graduating she started The Creative Movement Company.
Through her business she focuses on making movement accessible to all, putting together artistic events,
and creating successful after school and summer camp programming to combine arts and academics.
She creates curriculum and provides dance classes to under-served populations such trauma survivors,
at-risk youth, patients in healthcare settings, caregivers, and individuals with physical disabilities and
special needs. Jennifer teaches all ages from toddlers to seniors in a variety of classes including: Zumba,
Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Improv, Creative Movement, Hip Hop, and other dances from around the world. Her
accomplishments include being grant recipient of Emily’s List for her work with violence survivors and for
her event work throughout the Tampa Bay area including organizing annual National Dance Day Events for
seven years in a row.
In addition to her dance business and Jennifer works at Pepin Academies of Pasco to teach dance full time
to children with learning and learning related disabilities! She values the opportunity to be a positive role
model and to spend each day with laughter and kindness.
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Michael B. Ross

Michael has one mission: to help people lead fulfilled and impactful lives. He owns MLN, ForeverLawn
Penn-Ohio and is the founder of the Roots Project. He’s earned two masters degrees, and is a certified
coach and speaker. He’s also spoken to over 1,000 audiences and coached over 100 people. He uses all
his resources to help people live life without regret

Niti Shah

Niti’s professional career for 10+ years has been directly affiliated in University Corporate Relations with
Entertainment & Media Industry firms and Professional Services. She held positions as an Associate
Director at the USC Marshall School of Business, as a Director, Corporate Relationship Management at
the NYU Stern School of Business, and Director of Community Engagement at the University of Tampa.
Earlier in her career, she was a management consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers and then with Deloitte
Consulting. Most recently she was a Senior Recruiter & University Relations Manager supporting the
strategy and execution of Talent Acquisition and a University Relations Program for a global technology
consulting firm. Niti is also the Founder & Creative Director of Kismet Bollywood Dance. She holds her
business degree from the University of Miami and an MBA from the USC Marshall School of Business in
Los Angeles, CA.

Samar Shah

Samar Shah is a patent attorney who has represented Silicon Valley companies such as Google and
Facebook. He is passionate about helping tech focused startups create patent portfolios that help attract
investors, corporate partnerships, and exit opportunities. He believes that patents, if used correctly, can be
an incredible strategic asset for startups.

Katie Sowa

Katie Sowa is the Senior Director of Startups for Future Founders, leading a dynamic program that
engages, equips and empowers collegiate-level entrepreneurs across the count. Katie previously ran the
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) as the Director of Operations. She received her B.A. from
Bradley University and M.B.A. from DePaul University.

Danielle Stoller

Danielle is a former recruiter/ HR professional who started a business in the resume writing & general
career consulting space almost accidentally... That is, I never planned to be a business owner. I made
efforts to solve everyday problems I saw in the world until suddenly I was incorporating. I’m extremely
passionate about helping young business people.
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Joshua Therrien

Joshua lost both parents to drug addiction. His Aunt and Uncle changed his life. He went on to graduate
college in 2013. Joshua and his wife became foster care parents at 19 years old and 22 years old. They
have 3 foster kids now. Since then they started 3 business’ and are heavily focused now on their nonprofit
Make-A-Change Inc.

Amanita Thomas

Ms. Thomas is the Founder of Raleigh’s House of Etiquette, an Etiquette and Dining Consultative business
that offers seminars, conference workshops, interactive classes and private instructions on topics such
as Dining Skills, Etiquette for Today, Employment and You, and Social Dances for all age groups across all
organizations.

Rebecca White

Rebecca J. White is the James W. Walter Distinguished Chair of Entrepreneurship and Director of the
John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center at the University of Tampa. She also currently holds a Kohane
Distinguished Professorship at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill and Duke University where her
primary focus is on advancing the discipline’s understanding of entrepreneurial mindset and dealmaker
impacts in entrepreneurial ecosystems.
Dr. White also received the 2017 Karl Vesper Pioneer in Entrepreneurship Education award, the 2017 Max
S Wortman, Jr. Lifetime Achievement in Entrepreneurship Award and was named the 2017 Professor of
the Year by the Women and Minority Group of USASBE. In 2015, she was named a Justin G. Longenecker
Fellow of USASBE. Dr. White was also awarded the Tampa Bay Business Journal Business Woman of the
Year 2010 in the Education Category, was a 2006 Athena® Award finalist, a 2005 recipient of the Freedoms
Foundation Leavey Award for Excellence in Private Enterprise Education and was named Ernst and
Young Entrepreneur Supporter of Entrepreneurship in 2003. Prior to her work at the University of Tampa
she built a top 25 nationally ranked entrepreneurship program at Northern Kentucky University. She was
also founder and director of the Women’s Entrepreneurship Institute, an educational program for female
entrepreneurs offered jointly with the New York Times.
Dr. White holds an MBA and a Ph.D. in Strategic Management from Virginia Tech University and a BS from
Concord University.

Dr. Dan Young

Dr. Dan Young is an Assistant Professor at Wilmington University and is the curator of
TEDxWilmingtonUniversity. Dr. Young received his Bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree in Marketing
from the University of Delaware’s Honors Program and his Ph.D. in Marketing from Temple University. Dr.
Young is also a serial entrepreneur with five other businesses.

David Zamarin

Driven to overcome the challenges faced by immigrant parents, David Zamarin has made a name for
himself as the Founder of DetraPel. In 2016, the Babson student was considered as one of Philadelphia’s
Entrepreneurs of the Year - at age 18. David’s background and innovative entrepreneurial spirit make him
an accomplished and inspiring leader.
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