PRESENTING SPONSOR:

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Judi Eyles, Iowa State University – Chair, Chapter/Individual Awards
Eric Liguori, Rowan University – Co-Chair, Chapter/Individual Awards
Pam Mickelson, Morningside College - Chair, Chapter Development
Kathryn Elliott, Highpoint University – Co-Chair, Chapter Development
Eden Blair, Bradley University – Chair, Faculty Development

PITCH COMPETITION:

Amy Rogers, North Central College – Self-Employment in the Arts
Timothy Stearns, Fresno State University – Chair, Pitch Competition

WELCOME RECEPTION:

COLLEGIATE ENTREPRENEURS’ ORGANIZATION, INC.
– GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS BOARD MEMBERS:
Jeffrey S. Hornsby, Ph.D.
Henry W. Bloch/Missouri Endowed Chair of Entrepreneurship
Director, Regnier Institute for Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Chair, Department of Global Entrepreneurship & Innovation
University of Missouri, Kansas City

Alex F. DeNoble, Ph.D.

Professor, Management
Executive Director Lavin Entrepreneurship Center
San Diego State University

G. Thomas Lumpkin, Ph.D.

Director, Division of Entrepreneurship and Economic Development
University of Oklahoma

Becky Gann, MBA (Board Chair)

Assistant Vice President, Membership and Strategic Relationship
Management
AACSB International

UNIVERSITY PARTNERS:

Kimble A. Byrd, J.D.

Professor of Management/MIS
Rowan University

Rebecca J. White, Ph.D.

James Walter Distinguished Chair in Entrepreneurship
Director, John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center
The University of Tampa

Gerald E. Hills, Ph.D.

Board Member
Founder, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Retired

CEO Social Media:
Twitter: @CEOORG
#CEONAT2018
Instagram: @CEOORG
#CEONAT2018
Facebook: @CEOENTORG
#CEONAT2018
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ABBREVIATED HISTORY OF CEO
The 1970’s saw the inception, development and growth
of a new and exciting field of study in business and
higher education – entrepreneurship.
During this time, very few universities offered coursework for students. Students interested in becoming
entrepreneurs had very few resources, opportunities and outlets to help them reach their entrepreneurial
dreams and goals. And, no national student organization served this interest.
In 1983, a meeting was held in a restaurant to discuss developing an entrepreneurship organization for
students who wanted to one day become an entrepreneur. Gerry Hills, a professor at the University of
Illinois at Chicago (UIC), called and facilitated the meeting of 12 Chicago-area university students. John
Hughes and Jean Thorne of the Coleman Foundation contributed, along with Verne Harnish, who was
working with Fran Jabara to create the Association of Collegiate Entrepreneurs (ACE), was in attendance.
From this innovative meeting stemmed the origins of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs of Illinois Conference.
The first Collegiate Entrepreneurs of Illinois Conference was hosted by UIC’s Institute for Entrepreneurial
Studies with the faculty and students of DePaul, Loyola, Illinois Institute of Technology and Northwestern
University assisting in the planning and implementation of the conference. The Coleman Foundation
generously contributed as the conference sponsor and continues its support today. In 1985, the
conference’s name was changed to the Collegiate Entrepreneurs of the Midwest Conference.
After the conference’s continuous years of success and growth, Hills refocused his attention on creating a
national/global organization supporting student entrepreneurship, the same objective as in 1983. In 1997,
the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) was launched. The first two national conferences
were called “pilot meetings” with more than 700 students representing 100 universities in attendance.
In 1999, the Kauffman Foundation joined the Coleman Foundation as a key supporter of CEO. With
Kauffman’s support, CEO was able to hire full-time staff, and more and more CEO chapters began
appearing on campuses. In recent years, several other important sponsors have joined with CEO, including
Northwestern Mutual. Recent CEO conferences have had nearly 1,400 in attendance.
Today, CEO continues to promote its mission to inform, support and inspire college students to be
entrepreneurial and seek opportunity through enterprise creation.
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018
11:00am - 6:00pm

Registration

Group Registration &
Coat Check

11:00am - 4:00pm

Exhibitor Set Up

Prefunction Area

1:00pm - 1:30pm

Welcome to the Leadership Conversation

Truman A&B

1:30pm - 2:10pm

Chapter Development 2.1 – CEO Chapter – Building Membership

Trianon D

Chapter Development 2.3 – Global Chapter of the Year – Chapter Awards Presentation

Eisenhower

Chapter Development 3.1 – Gettin’ the word out: Marketing & Social Media

Trianon C

Chapter Development 3.3 – Outstanding Chapter Revenue Generating Initiative – Chapter
Awards Presentation

Eisenhower

Chapter Development 4.1 – Idea Pitch Competitions at your University

Trianon C

Chapter Development 4.2 – The E-Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization

Trianon D

4:05pm - 5:00pm

Leadership Keynote Session – Professional Expectations: Perception a.k.a Why didn’t
someone tell me? – Virginia Edwards, Business Etiquette Coach

Truman A&B

5:10pm - 6:30pm

Pitch Competition 1.1 – Competition Guidelines & Answering the call to be Extraordinary (All
Competition Participants must Attend) – Tim Stearns, Fresno State University & Catherine
Delcin, Managing Director

Truman A&B

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Welcome Reception

Prefunction Area

2:20pm - 3:05pm

3:15pm - 4:00pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Prefunction Area

7:30am - 4:00pm

Registration

Group Registration &
Coat Check

9:00am - 10:00am

Opening Keynote Session – How to Maximize Your Potential and Experience at C.E.O.;
EJ Carrion, Co-Founder & CEO, Student Success Agency

Colonial & Imperial
Ballroom

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

Prefunction Area

10:30am - 11:20am

Concurrent Sessions 1.1 – Mental Toughness for Aspiring Entrepreneurs

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 1.2 – Marketing on Zero $$ Budget

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 1.3 – Negotiating Startup Capital

Eisenhower

Concurrent Sessions 1.4 – How to Build Rapport with Anyone

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 1.5 – Guaranteed Resources for Anything You Need to Make it

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 1.6 – Help us Help You – Chapter Leaders Welcome

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 1.7 – A conversation with CEO’s Executive Director

Lido

Pitch Competition 2.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 1)

Trianon C

Pitch Competition 2.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 1)

Trianon D

Concurrent Sessions 2.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 2.2 – Building a Passive Digital Venture (In Your Dorm Room)

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 2.3 – 5 Affordable Small Business Marketing Tools

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 2.4 – Effectively Using and Leveraging your Business Plan

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 2.5 – Legal 101 for the Startup

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 2.6 – SEA Track – How students are Using Human Centered Design to
Change the Arts Scene in Kansas City

Eisenhower

Pitch Competition 3.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 2)

Trianon C

Pitch Competition 3.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 2)

Trianon D

11:30am - 12:20pm

Continued on next page
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
12:30pm - 2:05pm

Keynote Session – Scaling a Multi-Million Dollar International Travel Company – Matt Wilson,
CEO, Under30Experiences

Colonial & Imperial
Ballroom

2:15pm - 3:05pm

Concurrent Sessions 3.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 3.2 – Raising Money: Friends, Family, Private Equity or Venture Capital?

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 3.3 – Avoiding Risk and Protecting your Products during Launch

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 3.4 – Importance of Entrepreneurship Now

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 3.5 – How to Create an Extraordinary Life through an Impact Driven
Business

Trianon E

Pitch Competition 4.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 3)

Trianon C

Pitch Competition - 4.2 Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 3)

Trianon D

Concurrent Sessions 4.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 4.2 – Find the Money: How Customer Discovery Can Build Your
Business

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 4.3 – Leveraging “Organic” Social Channels

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 4.4 – Failing to Success and Personal Development

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 4.5 – Viral Content, Viral Marketing, Viral WHATEVER!

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 4.6 – Faculty Development – Navigating Student Legal Issues

Lido

Concurrent Sessions 4.7 – SEA Track – What Works: How Artists Make it Work as Solopreneurs

Eisenhower

Pitch Competition 5.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 4)

Trianon C

Pitch Competition 5.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 4)

Trianon D

Keynote Session – Ignite Your S.H.I.N.E. - The Heart of Achievement –
LaVona Roth, President, Ignite Your S.H.I.N.E.® & Chapter Awards / Individual Awards
Presentation

Colonial & Imperial
Ballroom

3:15pm - 4:05pm

4:15pm - 6:15pm

®

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018
7:30am - 8:20am

Breakfast

Prefunction Area

7:30am - 12:00pm

Registration

Group Registration /
Coat Check

9:00am - 10:00am

CEO Leadership Conversation - Giles Hertz, Executive Director, James Zebrowski, Managing
Director – Growing Global, Roasting Local: Reflections of a Bean Barron; Danny O’Neill, Bean
Baron, The Roasterie

Colonial & Imperial
Ballroom

10:00am - 10:25am

Exhibitor’s Networking – Mix & Mingle

Prefunction Area

10:30am - 11:20am

Concurrent Sessions 5.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 5.2 – Simplicity Amidst Complexity: How to Pursue Mastery In any
Industry

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 5.3 – Young & Professional: The Runway to Your Future

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 5.4 – Entrepreneurship through Leadership

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 5.5 – SEA Track – Founding a Community Arts Movement

Eisenhower

Pitch Competition 6.1 - Semi Final Round

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 6.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 6.2 – How To: Starting with Quickbooks

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 6.3 – Faculty Development – Top Entrepreneurship Program - Do’s and
Don’ts

Lido

Concurrent Sessions 6.4 – Secrets of Successful Collegiate Entrepreneurs’

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 6.5 – Financial Decision Making of the Startup

Truman B

11:30am - 12:20pm
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE continued
Concurrent Sessions 6.6 – SEA Track – The Entrepreneurial Mindset From Theory To Practice:
Developing What Entrepreneurs Value in Their Young Colleagues

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 6.7 – SEA Track – Inspiring Entrepreneurs to Follow Their Dreams

Eisenhower

12:30pm - 2:05pm

Franchising | Perspectives from Owners & Creators – Roman Cowan, Erik Garcia and Tyson
Minnick

Colonial and Imperial
Ballroom

2:35pm - 3:25pm

Concurrent Sessions 7.1 – Mentoring

Roosevelt

Concurrent Sessions 7.2 – In Plain English: A Look Into Confidentiality Agreements and Trade
Secrets

Truman A

Concurrent Sessions 7.3 – Thinking and Pivots that Provide Traction and Growth

Truman B

Concurrent Sessions 7.4 – The Power of Gratitude

Trianon A&B

Concurrent Sessions 7.5 – Creating Your Bootstrap Plan

Trianon E

Concurrent Sessions 7.6 – Faculty Development – Crowd-Grading

Lido

Pitch Competition 7.1 - Final Round & EJ Carrion, Closure of CEO Global 2018

Colonial & Imperial
Ballroom

3:35pm - 5:30pm
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
1:00PM - 4:00PM
Chapter Development

These sessions are designed to ensure that any student leader can prosper by instituting some of these “best practices” from
some of the largest CEO Chapters in the nation. Join us on Thursday for these dynamic and impactful sessions. Presenters are
always welcome and applications should be submitted accordingly. Topics to be covered include:

1:00pm – 1:30pm
1.1

Welcome to the Leadership Conversation ................................................................ Truman A&B
James Zebrowski, Managing Director - Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Pam Michelson, Planning Committee, Chapter Development, Chair - Morningside College

1:30pm – 2:10pm
2.1

CEO Chapter – Building Membership............................................................................ Trianon D
Isabel Hamilton, Bryant University; Nathan Waley, Canisius College; Nicholas Buyers, Canisius College;
Tyler Haberman, Morningside College; Jennifer Hernandez, Morningside College; Todd Fridline, University of
Michigan-Flint
Chapter leaders will discuss how membership activities are the heart of the club. Social activities, membership
duties, recruiting, notifications, faculty partnerships, benefits, and retention strategies are examined.

2.3

Global Chapter of the Year (Chapter Awards Presentation)	������������������������������������ Eisenhower
The global chapter of the year award is presented to a CEO Club that has demonstrated excellence in developing
its organization, its leaders and offering a comprehensive and meaningful entrepreneurship experience for CEO
members.

2:20pm - 3:05pm
3.1

Gettin’ the Word Out: Marketing & Social Media.......................................................... Trianon C
Alexandra Gerspach, Canisius College; Lisbeth Baez, Iona College; Kaitlynn McShane, Morningside College;
Samuel Padilla, Morningside College
Panelists are invited to discuss their most successful entrepreneurial events and programs – from concept to
execution. Small, medium, and major events are shared. Ideas around how to market and utilize social media to
develop a successful chapter and interactive membership will be discussed.

3.3

Outstanding Chapter Revenue Generating Initiative
(Chapter Awards Presentation).................................................................................... Eisenhower
Fundraising is a tricky task… Navigating your development office, launching a chapter business and partnering
with your student government association. All that said, it is critical to take action in this regard – without fund’s it is
difficult to run programs, host events and overall operate your chapter. CEO recognizes its chapters that generate
revenues by launching a business or fundraising initiative.

3:15pm - 4:00pm
4.1

Idea Pitch Competitions at Your University................................................................... Trianon C
Savanna Templeton, Bryant University; Austin Klink, Canisius College; Chris James, Iowa State University;
Kaitlyn Bloch, St. Mary’s University; Ryan Hofer, University of Calgary
Panelists will discuss details of their Pitch competitions which include Idea and Business Plan competitions. Topics
include organization, prizes, garnering campus and community support, judging, advertising, promotions, timing, etc.
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018 continued
4.2

The E-Team: Creating an Awesome Entrepreneurship Organization	������������������������� Trianon D
Nick Anketell, Bryant University; Jonathan Wess, Canisius College; Maimouna Mbacke, Iona College; Jaclyn Arens,
Morningside College; Yvette Ayuso, Riverside City College
Panelists will discuss and share their organizational models. From leadership training to succession planning, marketing
plans, and membership best practices can help all chapters improve their E learning.

LEADERSHIP KEYNOTE SESSION
4:05pm - 5:00pm | Truman A&B
Professional Expectations: Perception a.k.a Why Didn’t Someone Tell Me?
How does everyone really see you? Whether conscious or not, we all make judgments about those we meet based on what we
see, hear and sense. Bad habits can destroy your career before it even gets started. Raise your awareness level of behaviors
that might sabotage your future. Do you make dressing professionally a priority? Does your presentation style engage the
participants or send them running for caffeine at the break? Are you comfortable entering and exiting conversations when
networking? Replace old habits with an effective, professional style that will get you noticed when presenting, meeting, and
communicating.
At the program’s conclusion, participants should be able to:
• Recognize behaviors that contribute to a positive professional image.
• Demonstrate effective networking and communication skills.
• Create a professional appearance to boost the chance for success.
Virginia Edwards, Business Etiquette Coach
Virginia Edwards is a national etiquette coach, consultant, and public speaker working with private clients,
universities, government agencies, and businesses. Ms. Edwards’ broad experience in varied industries
provides the real world knowledge of the interpersonal skills critical to success in the local and international
markets. Prior to starting her own consulting business, Ms. Edwards served as Special Staff Assistant to
the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs. Additionally, she held positions in sales,
manufacturing, hospitality, private equity, and non-profit organizations. Ms. Edwards’ international and
interpersonal skills afforded her the selection as General Manager, Norway House, the only country house
open to the general public during the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games. She has published articles
in numerous business journals and has appeared as an etiquette expert on various news programs. Using
customized programs, Ms. Edwards’ goal is to entertain while educating.
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SESSIONS | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018 continued
PITCH COMPETITION PREPARATION SESSION
5:10pm - 6:30pm | Truman A&B
Competition Guidelines - All Pitch-Participants Must Attend
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Tips & Tricks for Participants as they compete
• Learn competition parameters in order to perfect their pitch before the competition
Timothy M. Stearns, CEO of Entrepreneur Pathways, Inc.
Timothy M. Stearns is the CEO of Entrepreneur Pathways, Inc. a company providing entrepreneurship
educators and practitioners with cutting-edge curricula, training, and instruction. He is co-founder of Kids
Invent! and the National Network for Technology Entrepreneurship and Commercialization. Professor
Stearns has co-authored several college textbooks and is the author/editor of multiple textbooks for high
school and middle school
Dr. Stearns held the Coleman Foundation Chair in Entrepreneurial Studies and was the Founder/Executive
Director of the Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Fresno State. Professor Stearns received
his MBA in Management and his doctorate in Management/Sociology from Indiana University. He has been
on the faculty of the University of Wisconsin, Indiana University, Marquette University and currently at Fresno
State.

Answering the Call to be Extraordinary
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Selecting the right Business Idea
• Developing and implementing a Business concept
• Maintaining the momentum of running a business
Catherine Delcin, Managing Director of Delcin Consulting Group
Catherine is the Managing Director of Delcin Consulting Group, a firm that offers affordable legal services
for small businesses and individuals. Her academic credentials include Psychology and law degrees.
Her practice focuses on transactional law. She has worked with entrepreneurs to implement their ideas
into successful businesses. Catherine is an international speaker for legal hot topics and entrepreneurial
exploits. In addition, she has written extensively on topics of personal empowerment and motivation through
various internet mediums and magazines including Business Home Magazine and Life Science Magazine.
Personal motivation and strategies for building a successful business are both covered extensively in her
book, Entrepreneur Initiative.

WELCOME RECEPTION
7:00pm - 9:00pm | Prefunction Area
All attendees welcome and encouraged to attend:
The Welcome Reception functions as a conference kick-off. EJ Carrion, CEO’s EMCEE will engages our attendees with
activities. This event features heavy hors d’oeuvres, local cuisine, entertainment, and a bar for our 21 and over attendees.
Sponsored by:
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Turn Your Entrepreneurial
Dreams into Reality

Hillsborough County is home to
innovations in research, technology,
defense, medical, and more.

Get started at HCFLGov.net/EcoDev

SESSIONS | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018
KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | Colonial & Imperial Ballroom
How to Maximize Your Potential and Experience at C.E.O.
EJ Carrion, Co-Founder & CEO, Student Success Agency
Featured on ABC, NBC, and Fox news affiliates, EJ Carrion is the #1 Amazon Best Selling author of
Accelerate Your Success: How to Create a Future and Stand Out When College is Not Enough. This book
teaches students how to market and brand themselves when everyone is going to college but no one is
hiring.
EJ Carrion is Co-Founder & CEO of the Student Success Agency an online mentoring platform that connects
teenagers to college advising anywhere anytime from their cell phones. EJ recently represented Student
Success Agency at the White House as a special guest speaker on college success and was recognized by
Forbes magazine as a top 30 entrepreneur under the age of 30 in 2018.
In a short period of time, EJ has already spoken to over quarter a million people in 43 states and around the world. He is
recognized as one the country’s top youth speakers.
EJ’s childhood dream job is to become a platinum rapper. He has shared the stage with platinum selling artists and had one of his
raps used by ESPN.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS I
10:30am - 11:20am
1.1

Mental Toughness for Aspiring Entrepreneurs’ ........................................................... Roosevelt
Michael T. Van Grinsven, Director l Distribution Performance, Northwestern Mutual
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Mental toughness is the ability to perform toward the upper range of talent and skill regardless of
circumstance.
• Learn 4 strategies to mental toughness.
• Learn these simple strategies used by entrepreneurs, business and community leaders, as well as world-class
athletes.

1.2

Marketing on Zero $$ Budget ........................................................................................ Truman A
Phil Tafone, President/Founder, Dive Bar Nutrition
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Building your personal/professional brand
		
• Creating a Valuable and Impactful Company Culture
		
• Marketing Strategies for zero dollar launches

1.3

Negotiating Startup Capital ........................................................................................ Eisenhower
Philip Krause, Lawyer, Krause Law LLC and Anthony Luppino, Director of Entrepreneurship Programs, University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of Law
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Experienced counselor to entrepreneurs will discuss the expectation of investors in startups and provide tips on
approaches to negotiating with investors and efficiently raising startup capital in compliance with U.S. federal and
state securities laws.
• Securities law issues to be generally described will include: What is a “security”?; What is a “registered offering”
versus an “exempt offering”? When is “crowdfunding” subject to securities regulation?
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018 continued
1.4

How to Build Rapport with Anyone ............................................................................... Truman B
President, Dr. Susan Harrison, LLC
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
		
		

1.5

• The art of using body language to connect with others
• Easy mirroring methods to impact the other person
• Learn simple techniques with your voice to make an impression

Guaranteed Resources for Anything You Need to Make It...................................... Trianon A&B
Dave Phillipson, Founder, EntrepreneursBestFriend.com & Crypto/Blockchain Influencer, CEO Space
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Ability to Connect with ANYONE, ANYWHERE
• Confidence in Networking even if you are shy or HATE networking
• Instant connection to resources to help your business on the spot

1.6

Chapter Development – Help us Help You - Chapter Leaders Welcome..................... Trianon E
Jeffrey Russell, Membership Coordinator, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
CEO HQ is seeking direct feedback. In this session, Jeff Russell CEO’s Membership Coordinator will focus on soliciting
feedback from current, past or future CEO chapter leaders. We want to know how we can further support your efforts on
your campus and discuss new ideas for chapter development!

1.7

Faculty Development – A Conversation with CEO’s Executive Director............................ Ledo
Giles Hertz, Executive Director, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
This session features the executive director of CEO and is designed to provide a forum for current, future and past faculty
advisors to talk about ways CEO can further support your efforts on your campus. All feedback is welcome and we look
forward to learning new ways to support our chapters.

Pitch Competition 2.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 1)..................................................Trianon C
Pitch Competition 2.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 1)..................................................Trianon D

CONCURRENT SESSIONS II
11:30am - 12:20pm
2.1

Mentoring.......................................................................................................................... Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

2.2 Building a Passive Digital Venture [In Your Dorm Room] 	�������������������������������������������� Truman A
Ken Roberts, Partner, NoHatDigital; Harris Roberts, Digital Investment Manager, Wired Investors
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• How to identify a market opportunity (buy vs. start your own)
• Getting started with minimal investment
• Growing your business and automating

2.3

CEO
ALUM

5 Affordable Small Business Marketing Tools................................................................ Truman B
Ben Seidel, President & Founder, Igniting Business

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Save time and increase engagement on social media
		
• Learn how to transform your website into a functional and interactive resource
		
• Discover new tools to take your marketing to the next level
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018 continued
2.4

Effectively Using and Leveraging Your Business Plan ............................................ Trianon A&B
Matt Smilor, Director, Values & Ventures Program, Texas Christian University
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• The need and use of business plans
• Crafting an effective business plan and pitch
• Utilizing a business plan to raise capital and funding through competitions

2.5

Legal 101 for the Startup ................................................................................................ Trianon E
Anthony Luppino, Director of Entrepreneurship Programs, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Identify various areas of law commonly encountered by startups in the U.S.
• Provide tips on learning how to locate appropriate/affordable lawyers and to work with them efficiently
• Highlight some “traps for the unwary/common mistakes” regarding legal matters for entrepreneurs (especially
first-time entrepreneurs) , with particular emphasis on potential mistakes relating to classification of workers,
business organizations and tax law, and securities regulation.

2.6

SEA Track – How students are using Human Centered Design to Change
the Arts Scene in Kansas City...................................................................................... Eisenhower
Salem Habte, Team Member, Arts & Entrepreneurship Project
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Arts and Entrepreneurship Project’s History
• The Human Centered Design Process
• How HCD can help build a community focused on growing the arts and artists

Pitch Competition 3.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 2)................................................. Trianon C
Pitch Competition 3.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 2)................................................. Trianon D

KEYNOTE SESSION
12:30pm - 2:05pm | Collonial & Imperial Ballroom
Scaling a Multi-Million Dollar International Travel Company
Matt Wilson, CEO, Under30Experiences
Matt Wilson is Co-founder and CEO of the travel company for people ages 21-35 Under30Experiences,
named number 801 on the Inc. 5000 Fastest Growing Private Companies in America. Matt was formerly the
co-founder of the media site Under30CEO (Acquired 2016) and is the Host of the Live Different Podcast on
Business, Travel, Health, and Performance.
CEO
ALUM

Under30Experiences is an eco-tourism company that supports local communities throughout the world
ranging from the El Cocal, Costa Rica Cooking Experience to the Melayang, Bali Children’s Orchestra, to the
Ocutuan, Peru Textile Experience.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS III
2:15pm - 3:05pm
3.1

Mentoring........................................................................................................................... Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.
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SESSIONS | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018 continued
3.2

Raising Money: Friends, Family, Private Equity or Venture Capital? 	������������������������� Truman A
Adam Blake, Founder & CEO, Zego.io

CEO
ALUM

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Most business models do not make sense for venture capital and that’s okay.
		
• Raising money is the ultimate “sale”
		
• Wait as long as you can to raise institutional money.

3.3

Avoiding Risk and Protecting your Products During Launch ..................................... Truman B
Chris Tanner, Esq., Lawyer, TannerPatent.com
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• File for patent early, file for patent often, as each filing-unit only costs e.g. $70.
• Pivot your business a LOT (common problem among entrepreneurs: inflexible, dogged, stubborn, not listening to
the marketplace); as you pivot, toss out or discard your various patent apps directed to those various non-used,
pivoted-away embodiments! After all, you only spent e.g. $70 and about 7-8 hours of your time! Know when to cut
your losses!
• Work hard to understand what the patent system IS used for, and what it is NOT used for. Understand that patents
should be about 7th on your list of concerns. Up there, important, yes, but not first on the list!

3.4

Importance of Entrepreneurship Now ...................................................................... Trianon A&B
Clinton E. Day, Entrepreneur Professor & Author, Entrepreneurship Resources, Inc.
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Why Design Sprint is so effective
• How an idea or a problem solution can be successfully tested in just five days
• How Google uses the method for innovation.

3.5

How to Create an Extraordinary Life Through an Impact Driven Business  	Trianon E.
EJ Carrion, Co-Founder & CEO, Student Success Agency
EJ Carrion did not know what entrepreneurship was until he was 19 years old. A decade later, he is running one
of top education software companies in the world and was recently recognized by Forbes magazine as Top 30
Entrepreneur Under the Age of 30 in Education. EJ took a nontraditional route to building his software company.
As a first generation college student and entrepreneur, EJ shares how he was able to build a company that made
an impact and income without a big capital investment or network. In this session, you will hear from EJ on his
approach to building a business and take a deep dive on how he thinks young entrepreneurs should tackle the world
if they really want to build a legacy.

Pitch Competition 4.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 3)................................................. Trianon C
Pitch Competition 4.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 3)................................................. Trianon D

CONCURRENT SESSIONS IV
3:15pm - 4:05pm
4.1

Mentoring........................................................................................................................... Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.
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4.2

Find the Money: How Customer Discovery Can Build Your Business........................ Truman A
Katie Sowa, Senior Director Startups, Future Founders
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Discover the secrets to securing customers before launching your business or when determining to pivot
• Hone your interviewing skills and learn how to ‘get out of the building’ and talk to real customers
• Understand why a business model canvas is better than a business plan and how to use it in real life

4.3

Leveraging “Organic” Social Channels ......................................................................... Truman B
Alicia Waldner, Co-Founder, ADventure Marketing

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The importance of your personal brand social presence for your company
		
• The “key” to your companies organic social media growth
		
• How to leverage organic followers into clients/buyers

4.4

Failing to Success and Personal Development ........................................................ Trianon A&B
Joel Barnehama, Independent Associate, Legal Shield

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Innovative ways in which persistence leads to success
		
• The push and pull between Failure and Success how they complement and compete with one another
		
• Personal development, the keys to actively seeking a better you

4.5

Viral Content, Viral Marketing, VIRAL WHATEVER! ....................................................... Trianon E
Jeff Goldblatt, Startup Founder, Thinker, and Viral Marketer
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Learn how a little joke went viral, reached 100 Million people, and evolved into a 7-figure viral content company!
• GOING VIRAL - is it more art or science? psychology or math? idea or execution? (Spoiler Alert: Yes, yes, yes and much more!)
• Secret Sauce, Tips & Tricks, and... LET’S LAUNCH! [Students will (optionally) participate in a NEW real-life viral
marketing experiment - literally launching for the first time, today - at CEO GLOBAL!]

4.6

Faculty Development – Navigating Student Legal Issues ................................................... Lido
Anthony Luppino, Director of Entrepreneurship Programs, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Making students (and student teams) aware of legal rights and obligations (e.g., intellectual property ownership,
avoiding accidental partnerships, interaction with tech transfer offices) in common settings (such as class projects,
business planning competitions)
• What to do when a student asks the instructor for a “legal opinion”
• ointing students to legal issues educational resources; and (iv) connecting students with avenues for obtaining
qualified legal counsel .

4.7

SEA Track – What Works: How Artists Make it Work as Solopreneurs..................... Eisenhower
Lisa Cordes, Director of Artists Services, Mid-America Arts Alliance

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Artists by nature are entrepreneurial;
		
• What works for artists can also work for business entrepreneurs and solopreneurs;
		
• Know what you want, but first, know that there is to want

Pitch Competition 5.1 - Preliminary Round: Tier 1 (Group 4)................................................. Trianon C
Pitch Competition 5.2 - Preliminary Round: Tier 2 (Group 4)................................................. Trianon D
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KEYNOTE SESSION
4:15pm - 6:15pm | Colonial & Imperial Ballroom
Ignite Your S.H.I.N.E.® - The Heart of Achievement
LaVonna Roth, President, Ignite Your S.H.I.N.E.®
As an engaging & interactive keynote speaker, author & lead illuminator, LaVonna bridges her passion for
how the brain learns with identifying how every individual S.H.I.N.E.s with their mindset & social-emotional
well-being so achievement soars. She has 3 degrees, author of 8 books, & has worked with organizations
across 4 continents to create fulfillment.
As a speaker and consultant for over ten years, I’ve had the privilege of working with schools, corporations
and organizations to help individuals be their best in what they choose to do. I’ve spoken to over 30,000
individuals, author of 8 books and love working with others to help them know they can reach their potential
and to take action towards doing so. As a speaker, I use the foundation of brain research on all I share to
enlighten individuals.

Chapter Awards / Individual Awards Ceremony
Awards for Review:
The Awards program recognizes individuals by promoting:
Outstanding Student Entrepreneur of the Year - $500 Cash Award
A $500 prize will be awarded to the outstanding student entrepreneur who is a current student, a CEO member, and is actively
running a business with sales and revenue at the time of submission. This award helps to recognize the hard work and dedication
that goes into launching a venture while in college.
Outstanding CEO Chapter Leader - 1st $200, 2nd $100 Cash Award
An outstanding chapter leader exhibits a sense of undeniable guidance; they provide vision and direction for their CEO Chapter
and exhibit a great level of charismatic and outstanding characteristics that create the best chapter leader in our CEO network.
Outstanding CEO Chapter Advisor - 1st $200, 2nd $100 Cash Award
An outstanding CEO Chapter Advisor attends all the club meetings, provides guidance to chapter leadership, helps CEO clubs
navigate university policies and politics and provides a concrete continuity when student leadership transitions. CEO does not
exist without it’s dynamic Faculty Advisors.
Chapters are recognized by promoting:
Global Chapter of the Year - $250 Cash Award
The global chapter of the year award is presented to a CEO Club that has demonstrated excellence in developing its organization,
its leaders and offering a comprehensive and meaningful entrepreneurship experience for CEO members.
Outstanding Marketing and/or Social Media Award - 1st $200, 2nd $100 Cash Award
Recognizing that with any business, customers don’t just arrive on your door step or visit your website--CEO acknowledges its
chapters that partake in outstanding Marketing and or Social Media efforts. Social Media or Marketing helps elevate our global
brand, increases membership and creates a unique call to action for campus leaders to demonstrate the importance of supporting
collegiate level entrepreneurs.
Best Cross Campus Innovation & Networking Award - 1st $200, 2nd $100 Cash Award
Entrepreneurship is everywhere. It’s in our minds, our soul, its taught, it’s studied and it’s not JUST business. Our next award
identifies CEO Chapters that are not only impacting business majors, but expanding well beyond the college of business and
interacting, organizing and engaging other colleges or programs. We’ve all heard this statement before… It’s not about who you
know, it’s about who knows you. Networking, electronically or in person, will create great long-term resources for the professional
success of your CEO members.
Outstanding Chapter Revenue Generating Initiative - 1st $200, 2nd $100 Cash Award
Fundraising is a tricky task… Navigating your development office, launching a chapter business and partnering with your student
government association. All that said, it is critical to take action in this regard – without fund’s it is difficult to run programs,
host events and overall operate your chapter. CEO recognizes its chapters that generate revenues by launching a business or
fundraising initiative.
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KEYNOTE SESSION
9:00am - 10:00am | Colonial & Imperial Ballroom
CEO Leadership Conversation
Giles Hertz, Executive Director, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Giles Hertz is an Associate Professor of Business Law and Entrepreneurship at the University of Tampa
(UT). He is a 1983 graduate of the University of Kentucky (B.A., Political Science) and a 1989 Graduate of
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University (J.D.).
In 2016 Hertz assumed the position of President and Executive Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization (CEO). CEO, founded in 1983, is an independent, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit Illinois corporation
whose mission is to “inform, support and inspire college students to be entrepreneurial and seek
opportunity through enterprise creation”. CEO currently has approximately 250 college and university
chapters across the United States and nearly 8,000 student members.
At UT, Hertz serves as the faculty advisor for the UT Entrepreneurs Club, UT’s chapter of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization. Hertz has been a CEO chapter advisor for 17 years; first at Northern Kentucky University, then at the University
of Tampa. In 2013, Hertz was the recipient of the UT Faculty Advisor of the Year Award and the College of Business’ Student
Involvement Award. In 2016, Hertz was the recipient of the College of Business’ Outstanding Service and Student Involvement
Award.
Prior to entering academia in 2000, Professor Hertz maintained a general civil law practice as a partner with the Florence,
Kentucky law firm of Monohan, Hertz & Blankenship, then later with the Cincinnati law firm of Finney, Stagnaro, Saba and
Klusmeier. Prior to his entry into the practice of law, Hertz was a founding partner in The Energy Efficiency Consultants,
a residential and commercial energy auditing and remediation service. For 10 years Hertz also operated a recreational
kayak outfitting business in the Northern Kentucky, greater Cincinnati area.CEO HQ Leadership aims to operate in a lean
and transparent matter - as a 501 (c)(3) membership based not-for-profit corporation, Giles and James will discuss new
happenings at Headquarters, and the detailed inter-workings of leading our chapters and programs to success!
James Zebrowski, Managing Director, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Highly driven individual possessing a unique perspective on business employing entrepreneurial thought
to distinctive business propositions, such as opportunity recognition within organizations. Driven to thrive
in any and all opportunities, success is the only option. Having lead teams of individuals while developing
programs and initiatives Zebrowski is known for connecting, motivating and encouraging team members to
pursue success. Possessing a “can do” attitude with a mindset of no problems, only solutions – Zebrowski
is passionately curious and uniquely enthusiastic. Through initiatives such as SEEC Tampa, Zebrowski
launched annual campaigns, through fundraising activities and unique program development. Overseeing
various donations and many business operations in his role as President of UT Entrepreneurs. Zebrowski
has seen budget surpluses of 123%, percent increases of nearly 266% year to year growth at Town Sports International and
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization respectively.
Zebrowski is now the Managing Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization Global Headquarters located at
The John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center at The University of Tampa. CEO seeks to inform, support and inspire college
students to be entrepreneurial and to seek opportunity through enterprise creation.
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Global, Roasting Local: Reflections of a Bean Barron
Danny O’Neill, Bean Baron, The Roasterie
Danny O’Neill fell hard the first time he tasted freshly roasted and brewed coffee as a high school foreign
exchange student in Costa Rica. After receiving a B.A. from Iowa State University, O’Neill moved to Kansas
City, Missouri, to earn an MBA from the Rockhurst University Executive Fellows Program. Still under the
influence of that romantic encounter with coffee, O’Neill launched a coffee revolution in the basement of his
Brookside neighborhood home, air-roastin g batches and batches of fragrant Costa Rican coffee beans. In
1993 he took the plunge and founded The Roasterie on three basic premises: to find the world’s best coffee
beans by establishing mutually beneficial relationships with growers; to roast beans in the best way possible
– air-roasting; and to deliver them to customers as fast as humanly possible.
Since launching The Roasterie, with an ever-expanding customer base of restaurants, coffee shops, and grocery stores and
an ever-evolving product line, O’Neill opened the first Roasterie Café in 2005, just a few blocks from the basement where it all
started. Today, the roasting factory is located underneath a Douglas DC-3 airplane at 27 th Street and Southwest Boulevard in
Kansas City, where he and his Bean Team encourage others to fall in love with the aroma and taste of truly special coffee.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS V
10:30am - 11:20am
5.1

Mentoring ......................................................................................................................... Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest advice
and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter where your
entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place to network, so
come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

5.2

Simplicity Amidst Complexity: How to Pursue Mastery in Any Industry	������������������� Truman A
Thane Marcus Ringler, Owner, Thane Marcus

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Teachability is a Non-Negotiable
		
• Self-Awareness is Needed
		
• Commitment is Necessary

5.3

Young & Professional: The Runway to Your Future ..................................................... Truman B
Phil Friedrich, Financial Advisor, Northwestern Mutual

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• How to be efficient with the funds you have
		
• Time management: how to get more done in the same amount of time
		
• Being a leader-Communicate

5.4

Entrepreneurship Through Leadership ......................................................................... Trianon E
Jeff Peterson, CEO, Geneva Supply, Inc.
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
Often in a world where the buzz is high on starting your own business, individuals lose the reality that the
Entrepreneurial spirit is desired by companies at every level. Lead yourself and others through that way of thinking,
and you will truly be an Entrepreneur.

5.5

SEA Track – Founding a Community Arts Movement ............................................... Eisenhower
Nicole Emanuel, Founder, Artistic Director, InterUrban ArtHouse

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Launching a non-profit
		
• Starting a career as a community-based creative professional
		
• Networking and Engaging with your community as a creative professional

Pitch Competition 6.1 - Semi Final Round.......................................................................... Trianon A&B
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS VI
11:30am - 12:20pm
6.1

Mentoring ......................................................................................................................... Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

6.2

How To: Starting with QuickBooks.................................................................................. Trianon E
Pam Morin, QuickBooks PrioAdvisor
Intuit, Quickbooks
In this session, a local Quickbooks trainer will take you from start to finish on the QuickBooks platform. Whether
you’re presenting to investors or making sure you have enough cash on hand, knowing your businesses financial
health is key to success. With free QuickBooks online for students and educators through Intuit Education, you can
develop a strong financial management foundation for your startup.

6.3

Faculty Development – Top Entrepreneurship Program – Do’s and Don’ts 	�������������������� Lido
Nelson Sebra, Lyles Center’s Entrepreneur in Residence, Fresno State University
Dale Eesley, Director & Associate Professor, University of Nebraska, Omaha
Jeff Hornsby, Director, Regnier Institute for Entrepreneurship & Innovation, University of Missouri, Kansas City

6.4

Secrets of Successful Collegiate Entrepreneurs’.......................................................... Truman A
Scott Issen, President & CEO, Future Founders

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Learn how to solve common problems that entrepreneurs face
		
• How to stay motivated when launching and growing a business
		
• How to use outside resources to help your business grow

6.5

Financial Decision Making of the Startup ..................................................................... Truman B
Dr. Dan Young, Director, Doctor of Business Administration Program, Goldey-Beacom College

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• The major financial decisions that startups are faced with
		
• Formulating a process of decision making
		
• Understanding the basics of feasibility

6.6

SEA Track – The Entrepreneurial Mindset From Theory To Practice:
Developing What Entrepreneurs Value in Their Young Colleagues 	��������������������� Trianon A&B
Andy Heise, Asst. Teaching Professor
Nick Petrella, Director of Education, SABIAN

Topics of discussion during this session will be:
		
• Exercises to develop the entrepreneurial mindset
		
• Creating and capturing value in the music industry
		
• What leaders in the music industry value from new colleagues

6.7

SEA Track - Inspiring Entrepreneurs to Follow Their Dreams.................................. Eisenhower
Juan De Lascurain, Chief Dreamer, Dream Big
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Juan will provide guidance in discovering your talent, a challenging task for many entrepreneurs.
• He will help young professional manage the uncertainty of early career launch - a challenging task after
graduation or choosing to launch a venture.
• His message to work hard and give back will inspire the audience to have faith an dream big.
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FRANCHISING | PERSPECTIVES FROM OWNERS & CREATORS
12:30pm - 2:05pm | Colonial and Imperial Ballroom
Erik Garcia, Franchisee, Focus Brands (Auntie Anne’s, Cinnabon, Moe’s and Culvers)
Husband and father of 2 and graduate of the Steven L Craig school of business at Missouri Western State
University where he was named a 2016 Outstanding Young Entrepreneur. Current multi-brand franchisee with
Focus Brands and also president of my own business consultancy company. Benefactor to multiple local and
national non-profit organizations including donations towards university entrepreneurship programs.

Roman Cowan, COO, College Hunks Hauling Junk & Moving
Roman started his career with College H.U.N.K.S. in 2013 as the Financial Controller, where he experienced
tremendous in that role before being promoted COO and CFO in 2016. He leads a corporate team of over
200 employees, and a franchise system of over 1500 employees across the US and Canada.

Tyson Minnick, Presidnet, Minnick, Inc.
I opened my first national franchise during my junior year at Baker University. With a BA in Theatre Ed., I later
opened a haunted attraction, dinner theatre & comedy club. I’ve spent 20 years owning/operating one business
or another. Most worked! Some didn’t... All were educational! Today, I own 2 RMCF locations, and will soon open
my first Auntie Anne’s! I am actively involved with the H Foundation of Chicago, an organization that raises money
to fund cancer research. #CancerIsPersonal

CONCURRENT SESSIONS VII
2:35pm - 3:25pm
7.1

Mentoring ..........................................................................................................................Roosevelt
Where else can you sit down one-on-one with some of the conferences’ amazing entrepreneurs to get their honest
advice and guidance on your business, idea, or just to help with your emerging quest as an entrepreneur? No matter
where your entrepreneurial career is headed, this is the place you need to be! The mentor room is an informal place
to network, so come and go or stay as long as you’d like.

7.2

In Plain English: A Look Into Confidentiality Agreements and Trade Secrets	����������� Truman A
Anna Quinn, Patent Attorney, Lathrop Gage
Justin Poplin, Patent Attorney, Lathrop Gage
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• An understanding of common terms in confidentiality agreements
• A basic overview of trade secrets and how they differ from other forms of intellectual property
• How and when to use each

– 27 –

WE L UNCH EN

NTREPRENEURS
Dream it. Do it. At UT.

At UT’s Lowth Entrepreneurship Center,
we got rid of the box.
Here, you can complete your M.S. in
Entrepreneurship in 12 months. Our
program builds critical skills needed to develop
and launch new enterprises or incorporate
innovation into existing companies.
We emphasize experiential learning and
provide access to amazing resources.
From the Spartan Accelerator, providing
startups with mentoring, to the UT Incubator,
connecting early-stage businesses with
advisors and investors . . .
We launch entrepreneurs.
• USASBE 2016 National Model Under
graduate Entrepreneurship Program
• Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
(CEO) global headquarters
• GCEC 2017 NASDAQ Center for
Entrepreneurial Excellence

M.S. in Entrepreneurship
MBA with Concentration in Entrepreneurship
B.S. in Entrepreneurship
B.S. in International Business and Entrepreneurship

SESSIONS | SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018 continued
7.3

Thinking and Pivots That Provide Traction and Growth................................................ Truman B
Patrick Snyder, Managing Consultant, Lakes Consulting
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Needs and wants conversations that get you big clients-B to B Focus
• Big picture thinking that will have you thinking innovatively
• Operations practices that have you running lean while helping you get bigger

7.4

The Power of Gratitude .............................................................................................. Trianon A&B
Dan Stalp, President, Sandler Training
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Determine when you tend to have more gratitude in your life, in need or in plenty;
• Ways to have more gratitude in your life; and
• 5 distinct ways to redirect your thinking into gratitude and joy.

7.5

Creating Your Bootstrap Plan ........................................................................................ Trianon E
Amy Rogers, Director, Self-Employments of the Arts
Topics of discussion during this session will be:
• Analyzing your skills and resources to maximize your bootstrapping capabilities
• Finding external resources to aid in bootstrapping
• Knowing what not to bootstrap and when it might be holding you back

7.6

Faculty Development – Crowd-Grading ................................................................................. Lido
Eden Blair, Professor, Bradley University
A common problem faculty encounter when grading creative ideas is determining what makes a good idea? Why
should only one person judge that an idea is creative and useful? This session will look at crowdgrading: using the
crowd of peers, customers, and outsiders to provide the grades for a student. Students receive far more points for
an idea deemed by the crowd as creative than just a submitted idea that met the requirements in the instructions.
Share ideas for judging entrepreneurial opportunities.
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PITCH COMPETITION 7.1 – FINAL ROUND
3:35pm - 5:30pm | Colonial and Imperial Ballroom
EJ Carrion, Co-Founder & CEO, Student Success Agency
Featured on ABC, NBC, and Fox news affiliates, EJ Carrion is the #1 Amazon Best Selling author of
Accelerate Your Success: How to Create a Future and Stand Out When College is Not Enough. This book
teaches students how to market and brand themselves when everyone is going to college but no one is
hiring.
EJ Carrion is Co-Founder & CEO of the Student Success Agency an online mentoring platform that connects
teenagers to college advising anywhere anytime from their cell phones. EJ recently represented Student
Success Agency at the White House as a special guest speaker on college success and was recognized by
Forbes magazine as a top 30 entrepreneur under the age of 30 in 2018.
In a short period of time, EJ has already spoken to over quarter a million people in 43 states and around the world. He is
recognized as one the country’s top youth speakers.
EJ’s childhood dream job is to become a platinum rapper. He has shared the stage with platinum selling artists and had one of his
raps used by ESPN.
Pitch Competition Powered By: :

A THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS:
Dive Bar Nutrition

RICE University

Dream Big

Lakes Consulting

Thane Marcus

NACCE

Future Founders

Intuit

WBENC

Knowledge Matters (Double Exhibit Table)

Self Employment in the Arts

Legal Shield

The University of Tampa

BizTalks

Auntie Anne’s

Tammy Dorsey

Virginia Edwards

Startup Island

Acton School of Business

Northwestern Mutual
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Joel Barnehama, Independent Associate, Legal Shield, Legal Shield
Joel is a Lifetime Entrepreneur currently paying it forward every day by mentoring others who want Financial
and Time freedom. Joel has nearly 50 years of Entrepreneurial experience. For the past 10 years Joel has
represented Legal Shield and ID Shield. He has over ten years of experience in insurance and non-licensed
products and thirty years in International transportation and Logistics. Joel is a Lifetime member of CEO
Clubs of America and a Founding Member of the Global EO Network (YEO). Joel is also a Former Board
member of (ACE) the Association of Collegiate Entrepreneurs.

Eden Blair, Director of Curricular Programs; Associate Professor, Entrepreneurship, Technology, and Law
Eden S. Blair is an Associate Professor of Entrepreneurship at Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois.
She received her PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. As an award-winning creator of
experiential exercises in idea generation and opportunity recognition, she developed the first-ever course
in Entrepreneurial Creativity. She also teaches courses in entrepreneur careers, new venture creation
and social entrepreneurship and is currently doing research in legal issues in crowdfunding and the gig
economy. Eden works with entrepreneurial and non-profit organizations to help them develop better ideas
and opportunities.

Adam Blake, Founder & CEO, Zego.io
Adam Blake is a real estate and technology entrepreneur that has started, scaled, and exited multiple
venture and private equity backed companies. Adam is currently the CEO of Zego, providing software and
artificial intelligence to apartment owners and managers. Adam started his first company as a Freshman
in college with nothing but student loans, cash advances and credit cards. Adam is an Alumni of the CEO
network.

Lisa Cordes, Director of Artist Services for M-AAA
Lisa Cordes currently serves as Director of Artist Services for M-AAA. Over the past 30 years, she has
worked across disciplines as an artist, administrator, and educator to connect artists to audiences. Cordes
has served in administrative leadership positions at Mid-America Arts Alliance, the Kauffman Center for
the Performing Arts, Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey, and Heart of America Shakespeare Festival. As an
educator, she has taught performance at the Kansas City Art Institute and served as Director of Artist INC
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Innovation Center. As an artist, her performance work is about
the intersection of personal and civic identity and includes plays, solo performances, and large-scale
community events. Cordes has served on panels for the National Endowment for the Arts, the Missouri
Arts Council and the Charlotte Street Foundation, and has consulted and written for the President’s
Committee on the Arts.

EJ Carrion, Co-Founder & CEO, Student Success Agency
Featured on ABC, NBC, and Fox news affiliates, EJ Carrion is the #1 Amazon Best Selling author of
Accelerate Your Success: How to Create a Future and Stand Out When College is Not Enough. This book
teaches students how to market and brand themselves when everyone is going to college but no one is
hiring.
EJ Carrion is Co-Founder & CEO of the Student Success Agency an online mentoring platform that connects
teenagers to college advising anywhere anytime from their cell phones. EJ recently represented Student
Success Agency at the White House as a special guest speaker on college success and was recognized by
Forbes magazine as a top 30 entrepreneur under the age of 30 in 2018.
In a short period of time, EJ has already spoken to over quarter a million people in 43 states and around the
world. He is recognized as one the country’s top youth speakers.
EJ’s childhood dream job is to become a platinum rapper. He has shared the stage with platinum selling
artists and had one of his raps used by ESPN.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Roman Cowan, COO, College Hunks Hauling Junk & Moving
Roman started his career with College H.U.N.K.S. in 2013 as the Financial Controller, where he experienced
tremendous in that role before being promoted COO and CFO in 2016. He leads a corporate team of over
200 employees, and a franchise system of over 1500 employees across the US and Canada.

Clinton E. Day, Entrepreneur, Professor & Author
Clint Day started and built up three business in Florida and Georgia, and practiced entrepreneurship for
35 years. Upon selling his last company, he earned an MBA in entrepreneurship, gained certification by
the Babson SEE, Blank Lean Launch, UF Experiential Classroom, Kauffman Ice House, and Network for
Teaching Entrepreneurship curriculum.

Catherine Delcin, Managing Director of Delcin Consulting Group
Catherine is the Managing Director of Delcin Consulting Group, a firm that offers affordable legal services
for small businesses and individuals. Her academic credentials include Psychology and law degrees.
Her practice focuses on transactional law. She has worked with entrepreneurs to implement their ideas
into successful businesses. Catherine is an international speaker for legal hot topics and entrepreneurial
exploits. In addition, she has written extensively on topics of personal empowerment and motivation
through various internet mediums and magazines including Business Home Magazine and Life Science
Magazine. Personal motivation and strategies for building a successful business are both covered
extensively in her book, Entrepreneur Initiative.

Dr. Dale Eesley, Director, Associate Professor, University of Nebraska, Omaha
Dr. Eesley received his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin, Madison in Entrepreneurship & Strategy. He
has been teaching and consulting in the field of entrepreneurship for over 15 years.
Dale teaches: Introduction to Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial Finance, Corporate Strategy, Introduction to
Management, Maverick Startups and has creative and research interests of Entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial
behaviors, small business, human resource practices.

Virginia Edwards, Business Etiquette Coach
Virginia Edwards is a national etiquette coach, consultant, and public speaker working with private clients,
universities, government agencies, and businesses. Ms. Edwards’ broad experience in varied industries
provides the real world knowledge of the interpersonal skills critical to success in the local and international
markets. Prior to starting her own consulting business, Ms. Edwards served as Special Staff Assistant to
the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs. Additionally, she held positions in sales,
manufacturing, hospitality, private equity, and non-profit organizations. Ms. Edwards’ international and
interpersonal skills afforded her the selection as General Manager, Norway House, the only country house
open to the general public during the Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Games. She has published articles
in numerous business journals and has appeared as an etiquette expert on various news programs. Using
customized programs, Ms. Edwards’ goal is to entertain while educating.

Nicole Emanuel, Founder & Artistic Director, InterUrban Arthouse
My cooperative dream of creating a space for art has become the non-profit called InterUrban Arthouse
in Overland Park, Kansas. This unique space, reimagined from an out of use post office, has become the
heartbeat of the artist community. We promote social justice, inclusion and community arts.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Phil Friedrich, Financial Advisor, Northwestern Mutual
I am from Nebraska, I am a financial adviser and help clients develop financial plans. I am passionate
about educating folks about how to be strategic with their money that they may have not learned in school.
I also am co-owner of a real estate business called PassGo Real Estate. I am on the board of directors
for a non-profit charitable giving group called NextGen. A group of young professionals that gives away
money to groups. Last year we gave away over $16,000. I also volunteer and coach collegiate basketball at
Concordia University.

Erik Garcia, Franchisee, Focus Brands (Auntie Anne’s, Cinnabon, Moe’s and Culvers)
Husband and father of 2 and graduate of the Steven L Craig school of business at Missouri Western State
University where he was named a 2016 Outstanding Young Entrepreneur. Current multi-brand franchisee with
Focus Brands and also president of my own business consultancy company. Benefactor to multiple local and
national non-profit organizations including donations towards university entrepreneurship programs.

Jeff Goldblatt, Startup Founder, Thinker, and Viral Marketer
Jeff Goldblatt is an Atlanta-based Startup Founder, Advisor, Thinker, and a Viral Media/Marketing expert
who has created 40+ VIRAL VENTURES (2+ Million people each; collectively engaging 495+ MILLION!). His
ReThinkingStartups.com mission is based on:
A) ~99% of Startups will FAIL
B) ~100% of Founders BELIEVE They Will Be The ~1% to SUCCEED
C) A+B=Crazy!

Salem Habte, Student, UMKC - Enactus
Kansas City has a vibrant arts community, but very few artists are able to make a living solely off their
artistic talents. Therefore, we created this project to teach these artists entrepreneurial talents so they are
one step closer to reaching their greatest potential. In 2017-2018, we found that most emerging artists find
that they can’t reach their artistic goals without the aid of a mentor: a professional artist experienced in their
craft. We created a mentorship program to have artists pair up and form a unique and mutually beneficial
partnership to advance a younger artist’s success.

President, Dr. Susan Harrison, LLC
A gifted keynote speaker and corporate trainer, Dr. Harrison has worked with thousands of professionals
all over the world to develop business and life skills. She has won several awards and is a seasoned media
professional on local and national broadcasts.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Andy Heise, Associate Teaching Professor, Regnier Institute, UMKC
Andy Heise is Asst. Director and Asst. Teaching Professor at the Regnier Institute in the Bloch School of
Management at the University of Missouri-Kansas City partnership to advance a younger artist’s success.

Giles Hertz, Executive Director, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Giles Hertz is an Associate Professor of Business Law and Entrepreneurship at the University of Tampa
(UT). He is a 1983 graduate of the University of Kentucky (B.A., Political Science) and a 1989 Graduate of
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University (J.D.).
In 2016 Hertz assumed the position of President and Executive Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’
Organization (CEO). CEO, founded in 1983, is an independent, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit Illinois corporation
whose mission is to “inform, support and inspire college students to be entrepreneurial and seek
opportunity through enterprise creation”. CEO currently has approximately 250 college and university
chapters across the United States and nearly 8,000 student members.
At UT, Hertz serves as the faculty advisor for the UT Entrepreneurs Club, UT’s chapter of the Collegiate
Entrepreneurs’ Organization. Hertz has been a CEO chapter advisor for 17 years; first at Northern Kentucky
University, then at the University of Tampa. In 2013, Hertz was the recipient of the UT Faculty Advisor of the
Year Award and the College of Business’ Student Involvement Award. In 2016, Hertz was the recipient of
the College of Business’ Outstanding Service and Student Involvement Award.
Prior to entering academia in 2000, Professor Hertz maintained a general civil law practice as a partner with
the Florence, Kentucky law firm of Monohan, Hertz & Blankenship, then later with the Cincinnati law firm
of Finney, Stagnaro, Saba and Klusmeier. Prior to his entry into the practice of law, Hertz was a founding
partner in The Energy Efficiency Consultants, a residential and commercial energy auditing and remediation
service. For 10 years Hertz also operated a recreational kayak outfitting business in the Northern Kentucky,
greater Cincinnati area.

Jeffrey S. Hornsby, Ph.D., Director, Regnier Institute, UMKC
Jeffrey S. Hornsby, Ph.D. holds the Henry Bloch/Missouri Endowed Chair of Entrepreneurship and
Innovation and assumed the role of Executive Director of the Regnier Institute for Entrepreneurship and
Chair of the Department of Global Entrepreneurship and Innovation in March 2014. He has co-authored 156
refereed journal and proceedings articles appearing the top journals in entrepreneurship and management
including Strategic Management Journal, Journal of Applied Psychology, Journal of Business Venturing,
Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice and Journal of Operations Management. His research has earned
five conference “best paper awards.” Recently, Dr. Hornsby and his coauthors were Recipient of the
Journal of Operations Management Ambassador Award for the best cross-discipline article in the past five
years. Dr. Hornsby has coauthored six books entitled: New Venture Management, Innovation Acceleration:
Transforming Organizational Thinking, New Venture Management: The Entrepreneur’s Roadmap,
The Human Resource Function in Emerging Enterprises, Frontline HR: A Handbook for the Emerging
Manager, and Training Systems Management. He is currently completing his seventh book on corporate
entrepreneurship and innovation. He is co-editor of the Journal of Small Business Management. Dr.
Hornsby is currently on the board of the Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers and the Collegiate
Entrepreneurs Organization. He recently served as the USASBE 2016 Conference Chair, Senior Vice
President of Programming (San Diego USASBE Conference), and a member of the Executive Board. He
has consulted with entrepreneurial start-ups to Fortune 500 companies in the areas of business planning,
leadership, human resources, high performance work systems, corporate entrepreneurship, creativity and
innovation.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Scott Issen, President & CEO, Future Founders
Scott Issen is a social entrepreneur & CEO of Future Founders, an entrepreneurship non-profit that has
empowered over 33,000 youth from elementary school to college and beyond. Scott graduated magna
cum laude from Washington University in St. Louis with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
and was named to the Crain’s “40 Under 40” list.

Phillip Krause, Lawyer, Krause Law, LLC
A gifted keynote speaker and corporate trainer, Dr. Harrison has worked with thousands of professionals
all over the world to develop business and life skills. She has won several awards and is a seasoned media
professional on local and national broadcasts.
Philip Krause is in his fourth decade of practicing business, corporate and securities law in the Kansas City
area. His practice focuses primarily on serving entrepreneurs who are building innovative new ventures,
and established businesses needing trusted outside general counsel services to pursue their strategic
objectives. He is the founding member of Krause Law LLC, a boutique regional business law firm (www.
krauselawkc.com).
In addition to his private law practice, Philip serves as an Adjunct Professor of Law for the UMKC School of
Law, and an Entrepreneur-In-Residence for the UMKC Regnier Institute for Entrepreneurship and Innovation
at the Henry W. Bloch School of Management.
Philip received his law degree from Vanderbilt University in 1983 and his bachelor’s degree summa cum
laude in English and business administration from William Jewell College in 1980.

Juan de Lascurain, Chief Dreamer, Dream Big
Juan de Lascurain is a designer - entrepreneur from Mexico with a background as a collegiate tennis player
and triathlete. In 2008 while doodling on a napkin, a woman witnessed his doodle and encouraged him to
start painting. Without any prior experience, he began painting and discovered a new talent. Most people
told him that artists don’t make money but he didn’t listen!

Tony Luppino, Director of Entrepreneurship Programs at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School
of Law
Prof. Tony Luppino is the Director of Entrepreneurship Programs at the University of Missouri-Kansas City
School of Law and a Senior Fellow with the Regnier Institute for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at UMKC.
In 2017, he was named the recipient of the University of Missouri System’s inaugural Entrepreneurship
Educator of the Year Award. He teaches or co-teaches business, tax, and entrepreneurship courses,
including interdisciplinary courses in for-profit, social, and civic entrepreneurship and law, technology and
public policy. He is also the leader of the Legal Technology Laboratory—see www.thelegaltechlab.com.
Prof. Luppino earned his Bachelor’s Degree from Dartmouth College, his J.D. from Stanford Law School,
and an LL.M. in Taxation from the Boston University School of Law.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Tyson Minnick, Presidnet, Minnick, Inc.
I opened my first national franchise during my junior year at Baker University. With a BA in Theatre Ed., I
later opened a haunted attraction, dinner theatre & comedy club. I’ve spent 20 years owning/operating one
business or another. Most worked! Some didn’t... All were educational! Today, I own 2 RMCF locations,
and will soon open my first Auntie Anne’s! I am actively involved with the H Foundation of Chicago, an
organization that raises money to fund cancer research. #CancerIsPersonal

Danny O’Neill, Bean Barron, The Roastrie
Danny O’Neill fell hard the first time he tasted freshly roasted and brewed coffee as a high school foreign
exchange student in Costa Rica. After receiving a B.A. from Iowa State University, O’Neill moved to Kansas
City, Missouri, to earn an MBA from the Rockhurst University Executive Fellows Program. Still under the
influence of that romantic encounter with coffee, O’Neill launched a coffee revolution in the basement of his
Brookside neighborhood home, air-roastin g batches and batches of fragrant Costa Rican coffee beans.
In 1993 he took the plunge and founded The Roasterie on three basic premises: to find the world’s best
coffee beans by establishing mutually beneficial relationships with growers; to roast beans in the best way
possible – air-roasting; and to deliver them to customers as fast as humanly possible.
Since launching The Roasterie, with an ever-expanding customer base of restaurants, coffee shops, and
grocery stores and an ever-evolving product line, O’Neill opened the first Roasterie Café in 2005, just a few
blocks from the basement where it all started. Today, the roasting factory is located underneath a Douglas
DC-3 airplane at 27 th Street and Southwest Boulevard in Kansas City, where he and his Bean Team
encourage others to fall in love with the aroma and taste of truly special coffee.

Jeff Peterson, CEO, Geneva Supply, Inc.
Jeff Peterson has a zest for entrepreneurship and with several years in various sales positions, as well as
experience in upper management at a Fortune 500 company he developed a well-rounded skill set which
helped trigger the idea to start his own company, Geneva Supply. A wholesale and third-party logistics
company that provides turn-key solutions focused.

Nick Petrella, Director Education, SABIAN
Nick Petrella is the Director of Education for Sabian Ltd., and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Percussion at
the University of Missouri - Kansas City Conservatory of Music.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Dave Phillipson, Founder, EntrepreneursBestFriend.com & Crypto/Blockchain Influencer, CEO Space
Dave stands for Entrepreneurs and has extremely high integrity and gains results for his clients.
• Returning judge to CEO.
• Director of Global Operations for FORBES & INC’s #1 Resource for Entrepreneurs
• Served & Led on the Crowdfunding Lobby
• Top 1% on LinkedIn for Entrepreneurs, 3 years running
• Best-Selling Author, Speaker, Mentor

Justin Poplin, Patent Attorney, Lathrop Gage
Justin Poplin is a registered patent attorney who assists a broad base of clients, from individual inventors
to large multinational corporations, over a wide range of technologies. Justin has also been the lead patent
attorney in litigated matters and counsels clients regarding trademark, copyright, trade secret, licensing,
and confidentiality issues. As a recurrent speaker in the Kansas City community, Justin Poplin seeks out
connections within the early-stage startup to community to offer helpful advice regarding taking products
to market and helping these companies avoid common pitfalls.

Anna Quinn, Patent Attorney, Lathrop Gage
Anna Quinn counsels clients in all areas of patent portfolio management in the U.S. and abroad,
including drafting and prosecuting patents covering a wide variety of technologies. Her specialties are
in technologies related to the chemical and mechanical arts. She has recently been featured in Traffic &
Transit and Asphalt Pro.

Thane Marcus Ringler, Owner, Thane Marcus
Thane Marcus Ringler is an up and comer living in Los Angeles. After competing as a professional golfer for
nearly four years, he transitioned into his new career as author and entrepreneur. Alongside collaborating
with other freelancers and entrepreneurs - a combination of coaching, consulting, and creating, he hosts a
podcast called The Up & Comers Show.

Harris Roberts, Digital Investment Manager, Wired Investors
Harris launched multiple businesses in college and served as a CEO Chapter President. Today Harris
manages, owns, and consults with web based businesses. He helps them achieve higher profit through
sustainable and low cost marketing. Today Harris lives in New York City.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Ken Roberts, Partner, NoHatDigital
Kenneth Roberts is a partner at NoHatDigital and Director of Due Diligence at Media Block Corp, where
he helps acquire and scale 7 figure online businesses. In the last two years he has personally acquired 5
businesses and successfully exited Authority Machine to Wired Investors.

Amy Rogers, Director, Self Employment of the Arts
Amy has worked alongside her husband in several entrepreneurial pursuits from a television show that aired
nationally for 5 years to the recent launch of an educational curriculum, The Page Writer. In addition, she
is the Director of the Self-Employment in the Arts (SEA) Program. In 2017, Amy received the Enactus USA
Alumnus over 30 Award.

LaVonna Roth, President, Ignite Your S.H.I.N.E.®
As an engaging & interactive keynote speaker, author & lead illuminator, LaVonna bridges her passion for
how the brain learns with identifying how every individual S.H.I.N.E.s with their mindset & social-emotional
well-being so achievement soars. She has 3 degrees, author of 8 books, & has worked with organizations
across 4 continents to create fulfillment.
As a speaker and consultant for over ten years, I’ve had the privilege of working with schools, corporations
and organizations to help individuals be their best in what they choose to do. I’ve spoken to over 30,000
individuals, author of 8 books and love working with others to help them know they can reach their potential
and to take action towards doing so. As a speaker, I use the foundation of brain research on all I share to
enlighten individuals.

Jeffrey Russell, Membership Coordinator, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Jeff currently serves as the Membership Coordinator for Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization. He works
directly with both faculty and students to launch and further develop CEO chapters globally. As a new
addition to the CEO team, he began his role in September of 2018. Prior to CEO, Jeff served as a summer
camp programming manager at Town Sports International, a Sales Manager at Lifetime Fitness and a
successful Realtor in the Philadelphia area. Jeff is a Penn-State Alumnus ... “We Are”

Nelson Sebra, Lyles Center Entrepreneur in Residence
As the Lyles Center’s Entrepreneur in Residence, a prominent entrepreneur is selected to supervise the
Student Hatchery, lecture in Fresno State classes, conduct seminars and act as the link between the Lyles
Center and entrepreneurial leaders of the Central Valley.
Nelson Sebra is currently in his eighth consecutive year as the Lyles Center’s Entrepreneur in Residence.
In addition to his work with budding entrepreneurs, Sebra is dedicated to serving the community through
various service organizations. He has been a member of Rotary for more than 20 years. He was in Class
1 of Leadership Fresno and later served on the LF Steering Committee for 16 years. He also served on
the Board of Clovis Junior Soccer League for 16 years, was a cofounder and board member of the Fresno
State Water Polo Boosters and has served in numerous other organizations.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Ben Seidel, President & Founder, Igniting Business
Ben is the CEO & Founder of Igniting Business which provides Web Design, SEO Services, and Marketing
tailored for small businesses. Ben started in technology very early on, developing his first websites and
technology solutions for commercial clients at the young age of 13. Since that time he has been recognized
on a local and national level, including entrepreneurship awards from both the NFIB and NASE and being
featured in publications such as CNBC Universal, Yahoo News, Intuit Small Business, Mizzou Magazine,
and Fox Small Business.

Matt Smilor, Director, Values & Ventures Program, Texas Christian University
Matt Smilor is the director of the Richards Barrentine Values and Venture program at Texas Christian
University. In this role, he helps students from around the world develop plans for profitable enterprises that
impact society in meaningful ways and have purpose. Previously, he was a successful business consultant
for entrepreneurs and start-up ventures.
Giving back and doing good while doing well is central part of who I am. To help accomplishing this, I am
an active board member of the Texas University Network of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Rising Tide
Initiative and Accelerate DFW Foundation all of which work to promote the growth and development of
entrepreneurs locally, regionally and nationally.

Patrick Snyder, Managing Consultant, Lakes Consulting
Patrick Snyder has tremendous experience running social and for-profit ventures. His largest wins are in the
area of organizational GROWTH. At the age of 27 Patrick started, grew and sold Shoreline Magazine. The
publication went from having two to 20 employees in roughly three years with Patrick as Founder and CEO.
As Executive Director, He transformed The Illinois Travel and Tourism Association, Visit Illinois, from a 30
member club into a federation of Illinois Tourism Associations with a membership in the 100s-of-thousands
while increasing the budget by a factor of 6!
Patrick has excellent consulting and operations experience. While working with Billionaire, Best Selling
Author Steve Kaplan, Patrick and Steve focused on “Consulting for Growth” for small to mid-size
companies, associations and chambers of commerce--Patrick also performed Big Client Sales and
Customer Service Training Events and consulting for companies like Panasonic, AT&T, Frito Lay and Oracle.
Patrick is a former Adjunct Professor at Kendall College, and he taught prior to that at Roosevelt University.
Patrick is constantly searching for ways to enrich the lives of students. Patrick is also a published
contributing author in the highly acclaimed book, The Start-up Student and serves on the Advisory Boards
of several companies.
Patrick served as Executive Director of USASBE for 5 years where he grew reserves from 28K to over 500K
during that time! Patrick currently serves as Managing Partner for Lakes Consulting, a firm built around
helping associations grow.
Patrick has BA in Communications from Eastern Illinois University, an IOM designation from the US
Chamber’s Institute for Organizational Management at the University of Notre Dame and is working toward
his graduate certificate in leadership at University of Wisconsin Madison.

Katie Sowa, Senior Director Startups, Future Founders
Katie Sowa is the Senior Director of Startups for Future Founders, leading a dynamic program that
engages, equips and empowers collegiate-level entrepreneurs across the count. Katie previously ran the
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) as the Director of Operations. She received her B.A. from
Bradley University and M.B.A. from DePaul University.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Dan Stalp, President, Sandler Training
Dan has over 26 years of experience leading, training, and coaching high performing individuals. He has
risked everything and completely started over twice career wise, once in 1993 and again in 2005. Dan has
co-authored two books “The Reunion” and “Another Reunion” about career significance and how pursing
what you were “meant to do”.

Timothy M. Stearns, CEO of Entrepreneur Pathways, Inc.
Timothy M. Stearns is the CEO of Entrepreneur Pathways, Inc. a company providing entrepreneurship
educators and practitioners with cutting-edge curricula, training, and instruction. He is co-founder of Kids
Invent! and the National Network for Technology Entrepreneurship and Commercialization. Professor
Stearns has co-authored several college textbooks and is the author/editor of multiple textbooks for high
school and middle school
Dr. Stearns held the Coleman Foundation Chair in Entrepreneurial Studies and was the Founder/Executive
Director of the Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Fresno State. Professor Stearns
received his MBA in Management and his doctorate in Management/Sociology from Indiana University.
He has been on the faculty of the University of Wisconsin, Indiana University, Marquette University and
currently at Fresno State.

Phil Tafone, President/Founder, Dive Bar Nutrition
Phil is a personal trainer and collegiate instructor of Health & Wellness. As a Teaching Assistant he found
his students were always in search of hangover cures and protein bars. In early 2016 he began creating
protein bars that delivered the nutrition of a large breakfast. 18 months later Dive Bar is one of the fastest
growing companies in the industry.

Chris Tanner, Esq., Lawyer, TannerPatent.com
Chris Tanner is a patent attorney but also an artist, musician, and inventor. Chris holds several copyrights
himself as a composer, is a former Patent Examiner, holds 7 patents himself as an inventor, and has been
practicing in patent, trademark, and copyright law for 21 years. More information can be found at either
TannerPatent.com or SaveMoneyOnPatents.com.

Alicia Waldner, Co-Founder, ADventure Marketing
Alicia Waldner is the Co-Founder of ADventure Marketing. She was raised in Middletown Connecticut and
moved to Tampa Florida her sophomore year as she flourished at the University of Tampa and graduated
in 2017. Tampa, has provided Alicia with foundation for her much of her success as it structured her to the
business woman she is today.
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BREAKOUT SPEAKER BIOS
Matt Wilson, CEO, Under30Experiences
Matt Wilson is Co-founder and CEO of the travel company for people ages 21-35 Under30Experiences,
named number 801 on the Inc. 5000 Fastest Growing Private Companies in America. Matt was formerly the
co-founder of the media site Under30CEO (Acquired 2016) and is the Host of the Live Different Podcast on
Business, Travel, Health, and Performance.
Under30Experiences is an eco-tourism company that supports local communities throughout the world
ranging from the El Cocal, Costa Rica Cooking Experience to the Melayang, Bali Children’s Orchestra, to the
Ocutuan, Peru Textile Experience.

Dr. Dan Young, Director, Doctor of Business Administration Program, Goldey-Beacom University
Dr. Dan Young is an Assistant Professor at Wilmington University and is the curator of
TEDxWilmingtonUniversity. Dr. Young received his Bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree in Marketing
from the University of Delaware’s Honors Program and his Ph.D. in Marketing from Temple University. Dr.
Young is also a serial entrepreneur with five other businesses.

James Zebrowski, Managing Director, Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization
Highly driven individual possessing a unique perspective on business employing entrepreneurial thought
to distinctive business propositions, such as opportunity recognition within organizations. Driven to thrive
in any and all opportunities, success is the only option. Having lead teams of individuals while developing
programs and initiatives Zebrowski is known for connecting, motivating and encouraging team members to
pursue success. Possessing a “can do” attitude with a mindset of no problems, only solutions – Zebrowski
is passionately curious and uniquely enthusiastic. Through initiatives such as SEEC Tampa, Zebrowski
launched annual campaigns, through fundraising activities and unique program development. Overseeing
various donations and many business operations in his role as President of UT Entrepreneurs. Zebrowski
has seen budget surpluses of 123%, percent increases of nearly 266% year to year growth at Town Sports
International and Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization respectively.
Zebrowski is now the Managing Director of the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization Global Headquarters
located at The John P. Lowth Entrepreneurship Center at The University of Tampa. CEO seeks to inform,
support and inspire college students to be entrepreneurial and to seek opportunity through enterprise
creation.
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