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AB - 1997 (Stone)  
As Amended on August 19, 2016 

Today's Law Showing Changes which would be made by AB 1997 as Amended on August 19, 2016 

 

SECTION 1. 
 Section 48204 of the Education Code, as amended by Section 1.5 of Chapter 554 of the Statutes of 2015, 

is amended to read: 

 

48204. 
 (a) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil complies with the residency requirements for school 

attendance in a school district, district  if  he or she is any of the following: 

(1) (A) A pupil placed within the boundaries of that school district in a regularly established licensed 

childrenôs institution, institution  or a licensed foster home,  home as defined in Section 56155.5, or a 

family home pursuant to a commitment or placement under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 200) of 

Part 1 of Division 2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(B) An agency placing a pupil in a home or institution described in subparagraph (A) shall provide 

evidence to the school that the placement or commitment is pursuant to law. 

(2) A pupil who is a foster child who remains in his or her school of origin pursuant to subdivisions (f) 

and (g) of Section 48853.5. 

(3) A pupil for whom interdistrict attendance has been approved pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with 

Section 46600) of Part 26. 

(4) A pupil whose residence is located within the boundaries of that school district and whose parent or 

legal guardian is relieved of responsibility, control, and authority through emancipation. 

(5) A pupil who lives in the home of a caregiving adult that is located within the boundaries of that school 

district. Execution of an affidavit under penalty of perjury pursuant to Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 

6550) of Division 11 of the Family Code by the caregiving adult is a sufficient basis for a determination 

that the pupil lives in the home of the caregiver, unless the school district determines from actual facts 

that the pupil is not living in the home of the caregiver. 

(6) A pupil residing in a state hospital located within the boundaries of that school district. 

(7) A pupil whose parent or legal guardian resides outside of the boundaries of that school district but is 

employed and lives with the pupil at the place of his or her employment within the boundaries of the 

school district for a minimum of three days during the school week. 

(b) A school district may deem a pupil to have complied with the residency requirements for school 

attendance in the school district if  at least one parent or the legal guardian of the pupil is physically 

employed within the boundaries of that school district for a minimum of 10 hours during the school week. 

(1) This subdivision does not require the school district within which at least one parent or the legal 

guardian of a pupil is employed to admit the pupil to its schools. A school district shall not, however, 

refuse to admit a pupil under this subdivision on the basis, except as expressly provided in this 

subdivision, of race, ethnicity, sex, parental income, scholastic achievement, or any other arbitrary 

consideration. 

(2) The school district in which the residency of either the parents or the legal guardian of the pupil is 

established, or the school district to which the pupil is to be transferred under this subdivision, may 
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prohibit the transfer of the pupil under this subdivision if  the governing board of the school district 

determines that the transfer would negatively impact the court-ordered or voluntary desegregation plan of 

the school district. 

(3) The school district to which the pupil is to be transferred under this subdivision may prohibit the 

transfer of the pupil if  the school district determines that the additional cost of educating the pupil would 

exceed the amount of additional state aid received as a result of the transfer. 

(4) The governing board of a school district that prohibits the transfer of a pupil pursuant to paragraph (1), 

(2), or (3) is encouraged to identify, and communicate in writing to the parents or the legal guardian of the 

pupil, the specific reasons for that determination and is encouraged to ensure that the determination, and 

the specific reasons for the determination, are accurately recorded in the minutes of the board meeting in 

which the determination was made. 

(5) The average daily attendance for pupils admitted pursuant to this subdivision is calculated pursuant to 

Section 46607. 

(6) Unless approved by the sending school district, this subdivision does not authorize a net transfer of 

pupils out of a school district, calculated as the difference between the number of pupils exiting the school 

district and the number of pupils entering the school district, in a fiscal year in excess of the following 

amounts: 

(A) For a school district with an average daily attendance for that fiscal year of less than 501, 5 percent of 

the average daily attendance of the school district. 

(B) For a school district with an average daily attendance for that fiscal year of 501 or more, but less than 

2,501, 3 percent of the average daily attendance of the school district or 25 pupils, whichever amount is 

greater. 

(C) For a school district with an average daily attendance of 2,501 or more, 1 percent of the average daily 

attendance of the school district or 75 pupils, whichever amount is greater. 

(7) Once a pupil is deemed to have complied with the residency requirements for school attendance 

pursuant to this subdivision and is enrolled in a school in a school district the boundaries of which include 

the location where at least one parent or the legal guardian of a pupil is physically employed, the pupil 

does not have to reapply in the next school year to attend a school within that school district and the 

governing board of the school district shall allow the pupil to attend school through grade 12 in that 

school district if  the parent or legal guardian so chooses and if  at least one parent or the legal guardian of 

the pupil continues to be physically employed by an employer situated within the attendance boundaries 

of the school district, subject to paragraphs (1) to (6), inclusive. 

(c) This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2017, and as of January 1, 2018, is repealed, unless a 

later enacted statute, that becomes operative on or before January 1, 2018, deletes or extends the dates on 

which it becomes inoperative and is repealed. 

SEC. 1.5. 
 Section 48204 of the Education Code, as amended by Section 1.5 of Chapter 554 of the Statutes of 2015, 

is amended to read: 

 

48204. 
 (a) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil complies with the residency requirements for school 

attendance in a school district, district  if  he or she is any of the following: 

(1) (A) A pupil placed within the boundaries of that school district in a regularly established licensed 

childrenôs institution, institution  or a licensed foster home,  home as defined in Section 56155.5, or a 
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family home pursuant to a commitment or placement under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 200) of 

Part 1 of Division 2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(B) An agency placing a pupil in a home or institution described in subparagraph (A) shall provide 

evidence to the school that the placement or commitment is pursuant to law. 

(2) A pupil who is a foster child who remains in his or her school of origin pursuant to subdivisions (f) 

and (g) of Section 48853.5. 

(3) A pupil for whom interdistrict attendance has been approved pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with 

Section 46600) of Part 26. 

(4) A pupil whose residence is located within the boundaries of that school district and whose parent or 

legal guardian is relieved of responsibility, control, and authority through emancipation. 

(5) A pupil who lives in the home of a caregiving adult that is located within the boundaries of that school 

district. Execution of an affidavit under penalty of perjury pursuant to Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 

6550) of Division 11 of the Family Code by the caregiving adult is a sufficient basis for a determination 

that the pupil lives in the home of the caregiver, unless the school district determines from actual facts 

that the pupil is not living in the home of the caregiver. 

(6) A pupil residing in a state hospital located within the boundaries of that school district. 

(7) A pupil whose parent or legal guardian resides outside of the boundaries of that school district but is 

employed and lives with the pupil at the place of his or her employment within the boundaries of the 

school district for a minimum of three days during the school week. 

(b) (1)  A school district may deem a pupil to have complied with the residency requirements for school 

attendance in the school district if  at least one parent or the legal guardian of the pupil is physically 

employed within the boundaries of that school district for a minimum of 10 hours during the school week. 

(1) (2)  This subdivision does not require the school district within which at least one parent or the legal 

guardian of a pupil is employed to admit the pupil to its schools. A school district shall not, however, 

refuse to admit a pupil under this subdivision on the basis, except as expressly provided in this 

subdivision, of race, ethnicity, sex, parental income, scholastic achievement, or any other arbitrary 

consideration. 

(2) (3)  The school district in which the residency of either the parents or the legal guardian of the pupil is 

established, or the school district to which the pupil is to be transferred under this subdivision, may 

prohibit the transfer of the pupil under this subdivision if  the governing board of the school district 

determines that the transfer would negatively impact the court-ordered or voluntary desegregation plan of 

the school district. 

(3) (4)  The school district to which the pupil is to be transferred under this subdivision may prohibit the 

transfer of the pupil if  the school district determines that the additional cost of educating the pupil would 

exceed the amount of additional state aid received as a result of the transfer. 

(4) (5)  The governing board of a school district that prohibits the transfer of a pupil pursuant to 

paragraph (1),  (2), (3),  or (3) (4)  is encouraged to identify, and communicate in writing to the parents or 

the legal guardian of the pupil, the specific reasons for that determination and is encouraged to ensure that 

the determination, and the specific reasons for the determination, are accurately recorded in the minutes 

of the board meeting in which the determination was made. 

(5) (6)  The average daily attendance for pupils admitted pursuant to this subdivision is calculated 

pursuant to Section 46607. 
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(6) (7)  Unless approved by the sending school district, this subdivision does not authorize a net transfer 

of pupils out of a school district, calculated as the difference between the number of pupils exiting the 

school district and the number of pupils entering the school district, in a fiscal year in excess of the 

following amounts: 

(A) For a school district with an average daily attendance for that fiscal year of less than 501, 5 percent of 

the average daily attendance of the school district. 

(B) For a school district with an average daily attendance for that fiscal year of 501 or more, but less than 

2,501, 3 percent of the average daily attendance of the school district or 25 pupils, whichever amount is 

greater. 

(C) For a school district with an average daily attendance of 2,501 or more, 1 percent of the average daily 

attendance of the school district or 75 pupils, whichever amount is greater. 

(7) (8)  Once a pupil is deemed to have complied with the residency requirements for school attendance 

pursuant to this subdivision and is enrolled in a school in a school district the boundaries of which include 

the location where at least one parent or the legal guardian of a pupil is physically employed, the pupil 

does not have to reapply in the next school year to attend a school within that school district and the 

governing board of the school district shall allow the pupil to attend school through grade 12 in that 

school district if  the parent or legal guardian so chooses and if  at least one parent or the legal guardian of 

the pupil continues to be physically employed by an employer situated within the attendance boundaries 

of the school district, subject to paragraphs (1) (2)  to (6), (7),  inclusive. 

(c) This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2017, and as of January 1, 2018, is repealed, unless a 

later enacted statute, that becomes operative on or before January 1, 2018, deletes or extends the dates on 

which it becomes inoperative and is repealed. 

SEC. 2. 
 Section 48204 of the Education Code, as amended by Section 2.5 of Chapter 554 of the Statutes of 2015, 

is amended to read: 

 

48204. 
 (a) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil complies with the residency requirements for school 

attendance in a school district, district  if  he or she is: 

(1) (A) A pupil placed within the boundaries of that school district in a regularly established licensed 

childrenôs institution, institution  or a licensed foster home,  home as defined in Section 56155.5, or a 

family home pursuant to a commitment or placement under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 200) of 

Part 1 of Division 2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(B) An agency placing a pupil in the home or institution described in subparagraph (A) shall provide 

evidence to the school that the placement or commitment is pursuant to law. 

(2) A pupil who is a foster child who remains in his or her school of origin pursuant to subdivisions (f) 

and (g) of Section 48853.5. 

(3) A pupil for whom interdistrict attendance has been approved pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with 

Section 46600) of Part 26. 

(4) A pupil whose residence is located within the boundaries of that school district and whose parent or 

legal guardian is relieved of responsibility, control, and authority through emancipation. 

(5) A pupil who lives in the home of a caregiving adult that is located within the boundaries of that school 

district. Execution of an affidavit under penalty of perjury pursuant to Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 
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6550) of Division 11 of the Family Code by the caregiving adult is a sufficient basis for a determination 

that the pupil lives in the home of the caregiver, unless the school district determines from actual facts 

that the pupil is not living in the home of the caregiver. 

(6) A pupil residing in a state hospital located within the boundaries of that school district. 

(7) A pupil whose parent or legal guardian resides outside of the boundaries of that school district but is 

employed and lives with the pupil at the place of his or her employment within the boundaries of the 

school district for a minimum of three days during the school week. 

(b) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2017. 

SEC. 3. 
 Section 48853 of the Education Code is amended to read: 

 

48853. 
 (a) A pupil described in subdivision (a) of Section 48853.5 who is placed in a licensed childrenôs 

institution or foster family home as defined in Section 56155.5,  shall attend programs operated by the 

local educational agency, unless one of the following applies: 

(1) The pupil is entitled to remain in his or her school of origin pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision 

(e) of Section 48853.5. 

(2) The pupil has an individualized education program requiring placement in a nonpublic, nonsectarian 

school or agency, or in another local educational agency. 

(3) The parent or guardian, or other person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil 

pursuant to Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Institutions Code or Section 56055, determines that it 

is in the best interests of the pupil to be placed in another educational program, in which case the parent 

or guardian or other person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil shall provide a 

written statement that he or she has made that determination to the local educational agency. This 

statement shall include a declaration that the parent, guardian, or other person holding the right to make 

educational decisions for the pupil is aware of all of the following: 

(A) The pupil has a right to attend a regular public school in the least restrictive environment. 

(B) The alternate education program is a special education program, if  applicable. 

(C) The decision to unilaterally remove the pupil from the regular public school and to place the pupil in 

an alternate education program may not be financed by the local educational agency. 

(D) Any attempt to seek reimbursement for the alternate education program may be at the expense of the 

parent, guardian, or other person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil. 

(b) For purposes of ensuring a parent, guardian, or other person holding the right to make educational 

decisions for the pupil is aware of the information described in subparagraphs (A) to (D), inclusive, of 

paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), the local educational agency may provide him or her with that 

information in writing. 

(c) Before any decision is made to place a pupil in a juvenile court school as defined by Section 48645.1, 

a community school as described in Sections 1981 and 48660, or other alternative educational setting, the 

parent or guardian, or person holding the right to make educational decisions for the pupil pursuant to 

Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Institutions Code or Section 56055, shall first consider placement 

in the regular public school. 
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(d) If  any dispute arises as to the school placement of a pupil subject to this section, the pupil has the right 

to remain in his or her school of origin, as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 48853.5, pending 

resolution of the dispute. The dispute shall be resolved in accordance with the existing dispute resolution 

process available to any pupil served by the local educational agency. 

(e) This section does not supersede other laws that govern pupil expulsion. 

(f) This section does not supersede any other law governing the educational placement in a juvenile court 

school, as defined by Section 48645.1, of a pupil detained in a county juvenile hall, or committed to a 

county juvenile ranch, camp, forestry camp, or regional facility. 

(g) (1) Foster children living in emergency shelters, as referenced in the federal McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 11301 et seq.), may receive educational services at the 

emergency shelter as necessary for short periods of time for either of the following reasons: 

(A) For health and safety emergencies. 

(B) To provide temporary, special, and supplementary services to meet the childôs unique needs if  a 

decision regarding whether it is in the childôs best interests to attend the school of origin cannot be made 

promptly, it is not practical to transport the child to the school of origin, and the child would otherwise 

not receive educational services. 

(2) The educational services may be provided at the shelter pending a determination by the person holding 

the right regarding the educational placement of the child. 

(h) All  educational and school placement decisions shall be made to ensure that the child is placed in the 

least restrictive educational programs and has access to academic resources, services, and extracurricular 

and enrichment activities that are available to all pupils. In all instances, educational and school 

placement decisions shall be based on the best interests of the child. 

(i) (1) A complaint of noncompliance with the requirements of this section may be filed with the local 

educational agency under the Uniform Complaint Procedures set forth in Chapter 5.1 (commencing with 

Section 4600) of Division 1 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations. 

(2) A complainant not satisfied with the decision of a local educational agency may appeal the decision to 

the department pursuant to Chapter 5.1 (commencing with Section 4600) of Division 1 of Title 5 of the 

California Code of Regulations and shall receive a written decision regarding the appeal within 60 days of 

the departmentôs receipt of the appeal. 

(3) If  a local educational agency finds merit in a complaint, or the Superintendent finds merit in an appeal, 

the local educational agency shall provide a remedy to the affected pupil. 

(4) Information regarding the requirements of this section shall be included in the annual notification 

distributed to, among others, pupils, parents or guardians of pupils, employees, and other interested 

parties pursuant to Section 4622 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations. 

SEC. 4. 
 Section 56155.5 of the Education Code is amended to read: 

 

56155.5. 
 (a) As used in this article, part,  ñlicensed childrenôs institutionò means a residential facility that is 

licensed by the state, or other public agency having delegated authority by contract with the state to 

license, to provide nonmedical care to children, including, but not limited to, individuals with exceptional 

needs. ñLicensed childrenôs institutionò includes a group home as defined by subdivision (g) of Section 

80001 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations. or short-term residential therapeutic program, 
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as defined in Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code.  As used in this article and Article 3 

(commencing with Section 56836.165) of Chapter 7.2, a ñlicensed childrenôs institutionò does not include 

any of the following: 

(1) A juvenile court school, juvenile hall, juvenile home, day center, juvenile ranch, or juvenile camp 

administered pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 48645) of Chapter 4 of Part 27. 

(2) A county community school program provided pursuant to Section 1981. 

(3) Any special education programs provided pursuant to Section 56150. 

(4) Any other public agency. 

(b) As used in this article, part,  ñfoster family homeò means a family residence that is licensed by the 

state, or other public agency having delegated authority by contract with the state to license, to provide 

24-hour nonmedical care and supervision for not more than six foster children, including, but not 

necessarily limited to, individuals with exceptional needs. ñFoster family homeò includes a small family 

home as defined in paragraph (6) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code, a 

certified family home of a foster family agency as defined in Section 1506 of the Health and Safety Code, 

and a resource family as defined in Section 1517 of the Health and Safety Code and Section 16519.5 of 

the Welfare and Institutions  Code. 

SEC. 5. 
 Section 79420 of the Education Code is amended to read: 

 

79420. 
 Funds appropriated to the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges for the Foster Care 

Education Program shall be used for foster parent and relative/kinship care provider education in 

accordance with the following provisions: 

(a) The Chancellor of the California Community Colleges shall allocate these funds exclusively for foster 

parent and relative/kinship care provider education and training, as specified by the chancellor, in 

consultation with an advisory committee that includes foster parents, representatives of statewide foster 

parent organizations, parent and relative/kinship care providers, county child welfare services 

representatives,  and representatives of the State Department of Social Services. 

(b) If  a community college district accepts funds for this program, the district shall comply with all 

reporting requirements, guidelines, and other conditions for receipt of those funds established by the 

chancellor. 

(c) Each college receiving funds for this program shall have a plan  plan, developed in consultation with 

the county child welfare agency,  for foster parent and relative/kinship care provider education that 

includes the provision of training to facilitate the development of foster family homes, small family 

homes, and relative/kinship homes  as defined in Section 56155.5,  that care for no more than six children 

who have special mental, emotional, developmental, or physical needs. 

(d) The State Department of Social Services shall facilitate the participation of county welfare 

departments in the Foster Care Education Program. 

SEC. 6. 
 Section 6552 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

6552. 
 The caregiverôs authorization affidavit shall be in substantially the following form: 
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Caregiverôs Authorization Affidavit  

 

Use of this affidavit is authorized by Part 1.5 (commencing with 

Section 6550) of Division 11 of the California Family Code. 

 

Instructions: Completion of items 1ï4 and the signing of the affidavit is sufficient to authorize enrollment of a 

minor in school and authorize school-related medical care. Completion of items 5ï8 is additionally required to 

authorize any other medical care. Print clearly. 

 

The minor named below lives in my home and I am 18 years of age or older. 

 

1.Name of minor:. 

 

2.Minorôs birth date:. 

 

3.My name (adult giving authorization):. 

 

4.My home address: 

 . 

5. I am a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or other qualified relative of the minor (see back of this form for a 

definition of ñqualified relativeò). 

 

6.Check one or both (for example, if  one parent was advised and the other cannot be located): 

I have advised the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor of my intent to authorize 

medical care, and have received no objection. 

 

I am unable to contact the parent(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of the minor at this time, to notify 

them of my intended authorization. 

 

7.My date of birth:. 
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8.My California driverôs license or identification card 

number:. 

Warning: Do not sign this form if  any of the statements above are incorrect, or you will  be committing a crime 

punishable by a fine, imprisonment, or both. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State 

of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated:  Signed:  

 

Notices: 

 

1.This declaration does not affect the rights of the minorôs parents or legal guardian regarding the care, 

custody, and control of the minor, and does not mean that the caregiver has legal custody of the minor. 

 

2.A person who relies on this affidavit has no obligation to make any further inquiry or investigation. 

 

Additional Information: 

 

TO CAREGIVERS: 

 

1.ñQualified relative,ò for purposes of item 5, means a spouse, parent, stepparent, brother, sister, 

stepbrother, stepsister, half brother, half sister, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, first cousin, or any person 

denoted by the prefix ñgrandò or ñgreat,ò or the spouse of any of the persons specified in this definition, 

even after the marriage has been terminated by death or dissolution. 

 

2.The law may require you, if  you are not a relative or a currently licensed  licensed, certified, or 

approved  foster parent, to obtain a foster home license  resource family approval pursuant to Section 

1517 of the Health and Safety Code or Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code  in order to 

care for a minor. If  you have any questions, please contact your local department of social services. 

 

3.If the minor stops living with you, you are required to notify any school, health care provider, or health 

care service plan to which you have given this affidavit. The affidavit is invalid after the school, health 

care provider, or health care service plan receives notice that the minor no longer lives with you. 

 

4.If you do not have the information requested in item 8 (California driverôs license or I.D.), provide 

another form of identification such as your social security number or Medi-Cal number. 

 

TO SCHOOL OFFICIALS: 

 

1.Section 48204 of the Education Code provides that this affidavit constitutes a sufficient basis for a 
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determination of residency of the minor, without the requirement of a guardianship or other custody 

order, unless the school district determines from actual facts that the minor is not living with the 

caregiver. 

 

2.The school district may require additional reasonable evidence that the caregiver lives at the address 

provided in item 4. 

 

TO HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND HEALTH CARE SERVICE PLANS: 

 

1.A person who acts in good faith reliance upon a caregiverôs authorization affidavit to provide medical 

or dental care, without actual knowledge of facts contrary to those stated on the affidavit, is not subject to 

criminal liability  or to civil  liability  to any person, and is not subject to professional disciplinary action, 

for that reliance if  the applicable portions of the form are completed. 

 

2.This affidavit does not confer dependency for health care coverage purposes. 

SEC. 7. 
 Section 7911 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

7911. 
 The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 

(a) The health and safety of California children placed by a county social services agency or probation 

department out of state pursuant to the provisions of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children 

are a matter of statewide concern. 

(b) The Legislature therefore affirms its intention that the State Department of Social Services has full  

authority to require an assessment and placement recommendation by a county multidisciplinary team 

prior to placement of a child in an out-of-state group home, to investigate allegations of child abuse or 

neglect of minors so placed, and to ensure that out-of-state group homes, accepting California children, 

meet all California group home licensing standards. 

(c) The Legislature also affirms its intention that, on and after January 1, 2017, the licensing standards 

applicable to out-of-state group homes certified by the department shall be those required of short-term 

residential treatment centers therapeutic programs  operated in this state. 

(d) This section is declaratory of existing law with respect to the Governorôs designation of the State 

Department of Social Services to act as the compact administrator and of that department to act as the 

single state agency charged with supervision of public social services under Section 10600 of the Welfare 

and Institutions Code. 

SEC. 8. 
 Section 7911.1 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

7911.1. 
 (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the State Department of Social Services or its designee shall 

investigate any threat to the health and safety of children placed by a California county social services 

agency or probation department in an out-of-state group home pursuant to the provisions of the Interstate 

Compact on the Placement of Children. This authority shall include the authority to interview children or 

staff in private or review their file at the out-of-state facility  or wherever the child or files may be at the 
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time of the investigation. Notwithstanding any other law, the State Department of Social Services or its 

designee shall require certified out-of-state group homes to comply with the reporting requirements 

applicable to group homes licensed in California pursuant to Title 22 of the California Code of 

Regulations for each child in care regardless of whether he or she is a California placement, by submitting 

a copy of the required reports to the Compact Administrator within regulatory timeframes. The Compact 

Administrator within one business day of receiving a serious events report shall verbally notify the 

appropriate placement agencies and and,  within five working days of receiving a written report from the 

out-of-state group home, forward a copy of the written report to the appropriate placement agencies. 

(b) Any contract, memorandum of understanding, or agreement entered into pursuant to paragraph (b) of 

Article 5 of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children regarding the placement of a child out of 

state by a California county social services agency or probation department shall include the language set 

forth in subdivision (a). 

(c) (1) The State Department of Social Services or its designee shall perform initial and continuing 

inspection of out-of-state group homes in order to either certify that the out-of-state group home meets all 

licensure standards required of group homes operated in California or that the department has granted a 

waiver to a specific licensing standard upon a finding that there exists no adverse impact to health and 

safety. 

(2) (A)  On and after January 1, 2017, the licensing standards applicable to out-of-state group homes 

certified by the department, as described in paragraph (1) (1),  shall be those required of short-term 

residential treatment centers therapeutic programs  operated in this state. state, unless the out-of-state 

group home is granted an extension pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 11462.04 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code or has otherwise been granted a waiver pursuant to this subdivision.  

(B) On and after January 1, 2017, the licensing standards applicable to out-of-state group homes 

certified by the department, as described in paragraph (1), shall include the licensing standards for 

mental health program approval in Section 1562.01 of the Health and Safety Code. These standards may 

be satisfied if the out-of-state group home has an equivalent mental health program approval in the state 

in which it is operating. If an out-of-state group home cannot satisfy the licensing standards for an 

equivalent mental health program approval, children shall not be placed in that facility. 

(3) In order to receive certification, the out-of-state group home shall have a current license, or an 

equivalent approval, in good standing issued by the appropriate authority or authorities of the state in 

which it is operating. 

(3) (4)  On and after January 1, 2017, an out-of-state group home program shall, in order to receive an 

AFDC-FC rate, meet the requirements of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 11460 of the Welfare 

and Institutions Code. 

(4) (5)  Any failure by an out-of-state group home facility to make children or staff available as required 

by subdivision (a) for a private interview or make files available for review shall be grounds to deny or 

discontinue the certification. Certifications made pursuant to this subdivision shall be reviewed annually.  

(6) Certifications made pursuant to this subdivision shall be reviewed annually. 

(d) A county shall be required to obtain an assessment and placement recommendation by a county 

multidisciplinary team prior to placement of a child in an out-of-state group home facility. 

(e) Any failure by an out-of-state group home to obtain or maintain its certification as required by 

subdivision (c) shall preclude the use of any public funds, whether county, state, or federal, in the 

payment for the placement of any child in that out-of-state group home, pursuant to the Interstate 

Compact on the Placement of Children. 
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(f) (1) A multidisciplinary team shall consist of participating members from county social services, 

county mental health, county probation, county superintendents of schools, and other members as 

determined by the county. 

(2) Participants shall have knowledge or experience in the prevention, identification, and treatment of 

child abuse and neglect cases, and shall be qualified to recommend a broad range of services related to 

child abuse or neglect. 

(g) (1) The department may deny, suspend, or discontinue the certification of the out-of-state group home 

if  the department makes a finding that the group home is not operating in compliance with the 

requirements of subdivision (c). 

(2) Any judicial proceeding to contest the departmentôs determination as to the status of the out-of-state 

group home certificate shall be held in California pursuant to Section 1085 of the Code of Civil  

Procedure. 

(h) The certification requirements of this section shall not impact placements of emotionally disturbed 

children made pursuant to an individualized education program developed pursuant to the federal 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.) if  the placement is not funded 

with federal or state foster care funds. 

(i) Only an out-of-state group home authorized by the Compact Administrator to receive state funds for 

the placement by a county social services agency or probation department of any child in that out-of-state 

group home from the effective date of this section shall be eligible for public funds pending the 

departmentôs certification under this section. 

SEC. 9. 
 Section 7912 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

7912. 
 (a) The Legislature finds and declares that the health and safety of children in out-of-state group home 

care pursuant to the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children is a matter of statewide concern. 

The Legislature therefore affirms its intention that children placed by a county social services agency or 

probation department in out-of-state group homes be accorded the same personal rights and safeguards of 

a child placed in a California group home. This section is in clarification of existing law. 

(b) (1) The Compact Administrator may temporarily suspend any new placements in an out-of-state group 

home, for a period not to exceed 100 days, pending the completion of an investigation, pursuant to 

subdivision (a) of Section 7911.1, regarding a threat to the health and safety of children in care. During 

any suspension period the department or its designee shall have staff daily onsite at the out-of-state group 

home. 

(2) On and after January 1, 2017, the licensing standards applicable to out-of-state group homes certified 

by the State Department of Social Services shall be those required of short-term residentialtreatment 

centers therapeutic programs  operated in this state. 

SEC. 10. 
 Section 8712 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

8712. 
 (a) (1)  The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency shall require each person 

who files an application for adoption to be fingerprinted and shall secure from an appropriate law 

enforcement agency any criminal record of that person to determine whether the person has ever been 

convicted of a crime other than a minor traffic violation. The department, county adoption agency, or 
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licensed adoption agency may also secure the personôs full  criminal record, if  any, with the exception of 

any convictions for which relief has been granted pursuant to Section 1203.49 of the Penal Code. Any 

federal-level criminal offender record requests to the Department of Justice shall be submitted with 

fingerprint images and related information required by the Department of Justice for the purposes of 

obtaining information as to the existence and content of a record of an out-of-state or federal conviction 

or arrest of a person or information regarding any out-of-state or federal crimes or arrests for which the 

Department of Justice establishes that the person is free on bail, or on his or her own recognizance 

pending trial or appeal. The Department of Justice shall forward to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

any requests for federal summary criminal history information received pursuant to this section. The 

Department of Justice shall review the information returned from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 

shall compile and disseminate a response to the department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption 

agency. 

(2) The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency may obtain arrest or conviction 

records or reports from any law enforcement agency as necessary to the performance of its duties, as 

provided in this section. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), the criminal record, if  any, shall be taken into consideration when 

evaluating the prospective adoptive parent, and an assessment of the effects of any criminal history on the 

ability of the prospective adoptive parent to provide adequate and proper care and guidance to the child 

shall be included in the report to the court. 

(c) (1) The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency shall not give final approval 

for an adoptive placement in any home in which the prospective adoptive parent or any adult living in the 

prospective adoptive home has either of the following: 

(A) A felony conviction for child abuse or neglect, spousal abuse, crimes against a child, including child 

pornography, or for a crime involving violence, including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not 

including other physical assault and battery. For purposes of this subdivision, crimes involving violence 

means those violent crimes contained in clause (i) of subparagraph (A), and subparagraph (B), of 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (g) of Section 1522 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(B) A felony conviction that occurred within the last five years for physical assault, battery, or a drug- or 

alcohol-related offense. 

(2) This subdivision shall become operative on October 1, 2008, and shall remain operative only to the 

extent that compliance with its provisions is required by federal law as a condition of receiving funding 

under Title IV-E of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq.). 

(d) Any fee charged by a law enforcement agency for fingerprinting or for checking or obtaining the 

criminal record of the applicant shall be paid by the applicant. The department, county adoption agency, 

or licensed adoption agency may defer, waive, or reduce the fee when its payment would cause economic 

hardship to prospective adoptive parents detrimental to the welfare of the adopted child, when the child 

has been in the foster care of the prospective adoptive parents for at least one year, or if  necessary for the 

placement of a special-needs child. 

SEC. 10.5. 
 Section 8712 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

8712. 
 (a) (1)  The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency shall require each person 

who files an application for adoption to be fingerprinted and shall secure from an appropriate law 

enforcement agency any criminal record of that person to determine whether the person has ever been 

convicted of a crime other than a minor traffic violation. The department, county adoption agency, or 
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licensed adoption agency may also secure the personôs full  criminal record, if  any, with the exception of 

any convictions for which relief has been granted pursuant to Section 1203.49 of the Penal 

Code.  any.  Any federal-level criminal offender record requests to the Department of Justice shall be 

submitted with fingerprint images and related information required by the Department of Justice for the 

purposes of obtaining information as to the existence and content of a record of an out-of-state or federal 

conviction or arrest of a person or information regarding any out-of-state or federal crimes or arrests for 

which the Department of Justice establishes that the person is free on bail, or on his or her own 

recognizance pending trial or appeal. The Department of Justice shall forward to the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation any requests for federal summary criminal history information received pursuant to this 

section. The Department of Justice shall review the information returned from the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and shall compile and disseminate a response to the department, county adoption agency, or 

licensed adoption agency. 

(2) The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency may obtain arrest or conviction 

records or reports from any law enforcement agency as necessary to the performance of its duties, as 

provided in this section. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), the criminal record, if  any, shall be taken into consideration when 

evaluating the prospective adoptive parent, and an assessment of the effects of any criminal history on the 

ability of the prospective adoptive parent to provide adequate and proper care and guidance to the child 

shall be included in the report to the court. 

(c) (1) The department, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency shall not give final approval 

for an adoptive placement in any home in which the prospective adoptive parent or any adult living in the 

prospective adoptive home has either of the following: 

(A) A felony conviction for child abuse or neglect, spousal abuse, crimes against a child, including child 

pornography, or for a crime involving violence, including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not 

including other physical assault and battery. For purposes of this subdivision, crimes involving violence 

means those violent crimes contained in clause (i) of subparagraph (A), and subparagraph (B), of 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (g) of Section 1522 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(B) A felony conviction that occurred within the last five years for physical assault, battery, or a drug- or 

alcohol-related offense. 

(2) This subdivision shall become operative on October 1, 2008, and shall remain operative only to the 

extent that compliance with its provisions is required by federal law as a condition of receiving funding 

under Title IV-E of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq.). 

(d) Any fee charged by a law enforcement agency for fingerprinting or for checking or obtaining the 

criminal record of the applicant shall be paid by the applicant. The department, county adoption agency, 

or licensed adoption agency may defer, waive, or reduce the fee when its payment would cause economic 

hardship to prospective adoptive parents detrimental to the welfare of the adopted child, when the child 

has been in the foster care of the prospective adoptive parents for at least one year, or if  necessary for the 

placement of a special-needs child. 

SEC. 11. 
 Section 9201 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 

9201. 
 (a) Except as otherwise permitted or required by statute, neither the department nor a licensed adoption 

agency shall release information that would identify persons who receive, or have received, adoption 

services. 
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(b) Employees of the department and licensed adoption agencies shall release to the department at 

Sacramento any requested information, including identifying information, for the purposes of 

recordkeeping and monitoring, evaluation, and regulation of the provision of adoption services. 

(c) Prior to the placement of a child for adoption, the department or licensed adoption agency may, upon 

the written request of both a birth and a prospective adoptive parent, arrange for contact between these 

birth and prospective adoptive parents that may include the sharing of identifying information regarding 

these parents. 

(d) The department and any licensed adoption agency may, upon written authorization for the release of 

specified information by the subject of that information, share information regarding a prospective 

adoptive parent or birth parent with other social service agencies, including the department 

and  department,  other licensed adoption agencies, or  counties or licensed foster family agencies for 

purposes of approving a resource family pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (4) of subdivision 

(p) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or  providers of health care as defined in 

Section 56.05 of the Civil  Code. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other law, the department and any licensed adoption agency may furnish 

information relating to an adoption petition or to a child in the custody of the department or any licensed 

adoption agency to the juvenile court, county welfare department, public welfare agency, private welfare 

agency licensed by the department, provider of foster care services, potential adoptive parent, or provider 

of health care as defined in Section 56.05 of the Civil  Code, if  it is believed the childôs welfare will  be 

promoted thereby. 

(f) The department and any licensed adoption agency may make adoption case records, including 

identifying information, available for research purposes, provided that the research will  not result in the 

disclosure of the identity of the child or the parties to the adoption to anyone other than the entity 

conducting the research. 

SEC. 12. 
 Section 9203.1 is added to the Family Code, to read: 

 

9203.1. 
 (a) The department or a licensed adoption agency shall, upon the request of a prospective adoptive 

parent, disclose an adoption homestudy and any updates to an adoption homestudy to a county or 

licensed foster family agency for the purpose of approving the prospective adoptive parent as a resource 

family pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (4) of subdivision (p) of Section 16519.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(b) The department shall prescribe the form of the request described in subdivision (a). 

(c) The department or a licensed adoption agency shall respond to a request made pursuant to 

subdivision (a) within 20 working days of receiving it. 

(d) The department or a licensed adoption agency may charge a fee to cover the reasonable costs of 

processing requests made pursuant to subdivision (a). The department or a licensed adoption agency 

shall waive fees authorized by this subdivision for any person who is receiving public assistance pursuant 

to Part 3 (commencing with Section 11000) of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

SEC. 13. 
 Section 30029.7 of the Government Code is amended to read: 

 

30029.7. 
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 (a) Notwithstanding any other law and to the extent consistent with or required by federal law or court 

order, a county or counties may contract directly with  with, or otherwise request,  the State Department 

of Health Care Services or the State Department of Social Services, as applicable, to provide or 

administer the following programs, services, or activities: 

(1) The Drug Medi-Cal Treatment Program pursuant to Article 3.2 (commencing with Section 14124.20) 

of Chapter 7 of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(2) Agency adoptions pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 16100) of Part 4 of Division 9 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code and Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 8700) of Part 2 of Division 

13 of the Family Code. Notwithstanding any other law, a license issued pursuant to Chapter 3 

(commencing with Section 1500) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code shall not be required of a 

county that provides agency adoption program services. 

(3) The resource family approval program pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 16519.5) of 

Chapter 5 of Part 4 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or any portion thereof. 

(b) Nothing in paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (a) shall prevent a county from providing funding for 

any of the programs, services, or activities through a contract with another county, joint powers 

agreement, or county consortium. 

(c) (1)  Contracts awarded pursuant to paragraph (1) of  subdivision (a) shall be exempt from the 

requirements of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 10100) and Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 

10290) of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Public Contract Code. Contracts with the State Department of Health 

Care Services or the State Department of Social Services  shall include reimbursement to the state for the 

cost of providing the services or activities in subdivision (a) paragraph (1) of subdivision (a),  subject to 

the terms of the contract. Those reimbursement amounts shall not exceed the funding provided to counties 

for specified programs. 

(2) Contracts awarded pursuant to paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (a) shall be exempt from the 

requirements of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 10100) and Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 

10290) of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Public Contract Code. Contracts with, or other requests of, the State 

Department of Social Services shall include reimbursement to the state for the costs of providing the 

services or activities in paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (a). 

SEC. 14. 
 Section 1501.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1501.1. 
 (a) It is the policy of the state to facilitate the proper placement of every child in residential care facilities 

where the placement is in the best interests of the child. A county may require placement or licensing 

agencies, or both placement and licensing agencies, to actively seek out-of-home care facilities capable of 

meeting the varied needs of the child. Therefore, in placing children in out-of-home care, particular 

attention should be given to the individual childôs needs, the ability of the facility to meet those needs, the 

needs of other children in the facility, the licensing requirements of the facility as determined by the 

licensing agency, and the impact of the placement on the family reunification plan. 

(b) Pursuant to this section, children with varying designations and varying needs, including, on and after 

January 1, 2012, nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code, except as provided by statute, may be placed in the same facility provided the facility is 

licensed, complies with all licensing requirements relevant to the protection of the child, and has a special 

permit, if  necessary, to meet the needs of each child so placed. A facility may not require, as a condition 

of placement, that a child be identified as an individual with exceptional needs as defined by Section 

56026 of the Education Code. 
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(c) Neither the requirement for any license nor any regulation shall restrict the implementation of the 

provisions of this section. Implementation of this section does not obviate the requirement for a facility to 

be licensed by the department. 

(d) Pursuant to this section, children with varying designations and varying needs, including, on and after 

January 1, 2012, nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code, except as provided by statute, may be placed in the same licensed foster family home or 

with a foster family agency for subsequent placement in a certified familyhome.  home or with a resource 

family.  Children, including nonminor dependents, with developmental disabilities, mental disorders, or 

physical disabilities may be placed in licensed foster family homes or certified family homes,  homes or 

with resource families,  provided that an appraisal of the childôs or nonminor dependentôs needs and the 

ability of the receiving home to meet those needs is made jointly by the placement agency and the 

licensee in the case of licensed foster family homes or the placement agency and the foster family agency 

in the case of certified family homes, homes or resource families,  and is followed by written 

confirmation prior to placement. The appraisal shall confirm that the placement poses no threat to any 

child in the home. 

(e)  (1)  For purposes of this chapter, the placing of children by foster family agencies shall be referred to 

as ñsubsequent placementò to distinguish the activity from the placing by public agencies. 

(2) For purposes of this chapter, and unless otherwise specified, references to a ñchildò shall include a 

ñnonminor dependentò and ñnonminor former dependent or wardò as those terms are defined in 

subdivision (v) and paragraph (1) of subdivision (aa) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code. 

SEC. 15. 
 Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1502. 
 As used in this chapter: 

(a) ñCommunity care facilityò means any facility, place, or building that is maintained and operated to 

provide nonmedical residential care, day treatment, adult day care, or foster family agency services for 

children, adults, or children and adults, including, but not limited to, the physically handicapped, mentally 

impaired, incompetent persons, and abused or neglected children, and includes the following: 

(1) ñResidential facilityò means any family home, group care facility, or similar facility determined by 

the director, department,  for 24-hour nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, 

supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the 

individual. 

(2) ñAdult day programò means any community-based facility or program that provides care to persons 

18 years of age or older in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the 

activities of daily living or for the protection of these individuals on less than a 24-hour basis. 

(3) ñTherapeutic day services facilityò means any facility that provides nonmedical care, counseling, 

educational or vocational support, or social rehabilitation services on less than a 24-hour basis to persons 

under 18 years of age who would otherwise be placed in foster care or who are returning to families from 

foster care. Program standards for these facilities shall be developed by the department, pursuant to 

Section 1530, in consultation with therapeutic day services and foster care providers. 

(4) ñFoster family agencyò means any public agency or private organization engaged in the recruiting, 

certifying, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster parents, or in finding homes or 

other places for placement of children for temporary or permanent care who require that level of care. 
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Private foster family agencies shall be  organization,  organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. basis, 

engaged in any of the following:  

(A) Recruiting, certifying, approving, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster 

parents and resource families. 

(B) Coordinating with county placing agencies to find homes for foster children in need of care. 

(C) Providing services and supports to licensed or certified foster parents, county-approved resource 

families, and children to the extent authorized by state and federal law. 

(5) ñFoster family homeò means any residential facility providing 24-hour care for six or fewer foster 

children that is owned, leased, or rented and is the residence of the foster parent or parents, including their 

family, in whose care the foster children have been placed. The placement may be by a public or private 

child placement agency or by a court order, or by voluntary placement by a parent, parents, or guardian. It 

also means a foster family home described in Section 1505.2. 

(6) ñSmall family homeò means any residential facility, in the licenseeôs family residence, that provides 

24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who have mental disorders or developmental or physical 

disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of their disabilities. A small family 

home may accept children with special health care needs, pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 17710 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. In addition to placing children with special health care needs, the 

department may approve placement of children without special health care needs, up to the licensed 

capacity. 

(7) ñSocial rehabilitation facilityò means any residential facility that provides social rehabilitation services 

for no longer than 18 months in a group setting to adults recovering from mental illness who temporarily 

need assistance, guidance, or counseling. Program components shall be subject to program standards 

pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 5670) of Chapter 2.5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(8) ñCommunity treatment facilityò means any residential facility that provides mental health treatment 

services to children in a group setting and that has the capacity to provide secure containment. Program 

components shall be subject to program standards developed and enforced by the State Department of 

Health Care Services pursuant to Section 4094 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have mental 

or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility  that meets the needs of the individual 

placed, if  the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

(9) ñFull-service adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) Assumes care, custody, and control of a child through relinquishment of the child to the agency or 

involuntary termination of parental rights to the child. 

(B) Assesses the birth parents, prospective adoptive parents, or child. 

(C) Places children for adoption. 

(D) Supervises adoptive placements. 

Private full -service adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a condition 

of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a full -service adoption agency shall be accredited 

and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or supervised 
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by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with Subpart F 

(commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(10) ñNoncustodial adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) Assesses the prospective adoptive parents. 

(B) Cooperatively matches children freed for adoption, who are under the care, custody, and control of a 

licensed adoption agency, for adoption, with assessed and approved adoptive applicants. 

(C) Cooperatively supervises adoptive placements with a full -service adoptive adoption  agency, but does 

not disrupt a placement or remove a child from a placement. 

Private noncustodial adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a noncustodial adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 

supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(11) ñTransitional shelter care facilityò means any group care facility that provides for 24-hour 

nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining 

the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Program components shall be subject 

to program standards developed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.3. 

(12) ñTransitional housing placement providerò means an organization licensed by the department 

pursuant to Section 1559.110 and Section 16522.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to provide 

transitional housing to foster children at least 16 years of age and not more than 18 years of age, and 

nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, to promote their transition to adulthood. A transitional housing placement provider shall be 

privately operated and organized on a nonprofit basis. 

(13) ñGroup homeò means a residential facility that provides 24-hour care and supervision to children, 

delivered at least in part by staff employed by the licensee in a structured environment. The care and 

supervision provided by a group home shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(14) ñRunaway and homeless youth shelterò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.35 to provide voluntary, short-term, short-term  shelter and personal 

services to runaway youth or homeless youth, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 

1502.35. 

(15) ñEnhanced behavioral supports homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of 

Developmental Services pursuant to Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 4684.80) of Chapter 6 of 

Division 4.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social 

Services as an adult residential facility or a group home that provides 24-hour nonmedical care to 

individuals with developmental disabilities who require enhanced behavioral supports, staffing, and 

supervision in a homelike setting. An enhanced behavioral supports home shall have a maximum capacity 

of four consumers, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and shall be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(16) ñCommunity crisis homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of Developmental 

Services pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 4698) of Chapter 6 of Division 4.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to 

Article 9.7 (commencing with Section 1567.80), as an adult residential facility, providing 24-hour 

nonmedical care to individuals with developmental disabilities receiving regional center service, in need 
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of crisis intervention services, and who would otherwise be at risk of admission to the acute crisis center 

at Fairview Developmental Center, Sonoma Developmental Center, an acute general hospital, acute 

psychiatric hospital, an institution for mental disease, as described in Part 5 (commencing with Section 

5900) of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or an out-of-state placement. A community 

crisis home shall have a maximum capacity of eight consumers, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 

1567.80, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and shall 

be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(17) ñCrisis nurseryò means a facility licensed by the department to operate a program pursuant to Section 

1516 to provide short-term care and supervision for children under six years of age who are voluntarily 

placed for temporary care by a parent or legal guardian due to a family crisis or stressful situation. 

(18) ñShort-term residential treatment centerò therapeutic programò  means a residential facility operated 

by a public agency or private organization and  licensed by the department pursuant to Section 

1562.01 and operated by any public agency or private organization that provides short-term, specialized, 

and intensive treatment, and  that provides an integrated program of specialized and intensive care and 

supervision, services and supports, treatment, and short-term  24-hour care and supervision to children. 

The care and supervision provided by a short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall 

be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. Private short-term residential therapeutic 

programs shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis.  

(b) ñDepartmentò or ñstate departmentò means the State Department of Social Services. 

(c) ñDirectorò means the Director of Social Services. 

SEC. 15.1. 
 Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1502. 
 (a)  As used in this chapter: 

(a) (1)  ñCommunity care facilityò means any facility, place, or building that is maintained and operated 

to provide nonmedical residential care, day treatment, adult day care, or foster family agency services for 

children, adults, or children and adults, including, but not limited to, the physically handicapped, mentally 

impaired, incompetent persons, and abused or neglected children, and includes the following: 

(1) (A)  ñResidential facilityò means any family home, group care facility, or similar facility determined 

by the director, department  for 24-hour nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, 

supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the 

individual. 

(2) (B)  ñAdult day programò means any community-based facility or program that provides care to 

persons 18 years of age or older in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for 

sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of these individuals on less than a 24-hour 

basis. 

(3) (C)  ñTherapeutic day services facilityò means any facility that provides nonmedical care, counseling, 

educational or vocational support, or social rehabilitation services on less than a 24-hour basis to persons 

under 18 years of age who would otherwise be placed in foster care or who are returning to families from 

foster care. Program standards for these facilities shall be developed by the department, pursuant to 

Section 1530, in consultation with therapeutic day services and foster care providers. 

(4) (D)  ñFoster family agencyò means any public agency or private organization engaged in the 

recruiting, certifying, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster parents, or in finding 
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homes or other places for placement of children for temporary or permanent care who require that level of 

care. Private foster family agencies shall be  organization,  organized and operated on a 

nonprofit basis. basis, engaged in any of the following:  

(i) Recruiting, certifying, approving, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster 

parents and resource families. 

(ii)  Coordinating with county placing agencies to find homes for foster children in need of care. 

(iii)  Providing services and supports to licensed or certified foster parents, county-approved resource 

families, and children to the extent authorized by state and federal law. 

(5) (E)  ñFoster family homeò means any residential facility providing 24-hour care for six or fewer foster 

children that is owned, leased, or rented and is the residence of the foster parent or parents, including their 

family, in whose care the foster children have been placed. The placement may be by a public or private 

child placement agency or by a court order, or by voluntary placement by a parent, parents, or guardian. It 

also means a foster family home described in Section 1505.2. 

(6) (F)  ñSmall family homeò means any residential facility, in the licenseeôs family residence, that 

provides 24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who have mental disorders or developmental or 

physical disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of their disabilities. A small 

family home may accept children with special health care needs, pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 

17710 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. In addition to placing children with special health care needs, 

the department may approve placement of children without special health care needs, up to the licensed 

capacity. 

(7) (G)  ñSocial rehabilitation facilityò means any residential facility that provides social rehabilitation 

services for no longer than 18 months in a group setting to adults recovering from mental illness who 

temporarily need assistance, guidance, or counseling. Program components shall be subject to program 

standards pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 5670) of Chapter 2.5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(8) (H)  ñCommunity treatment facilityò means any residential facility that provides mental health 

treatment services to children in a group setting and that has the capacity to provide secure containment. 

Program components shall be subject to program standards developed and enforced by the State 

Department of Health Care Services pursuant to Section 4094 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have mental 

or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility that meets the needs of the individual 

placed, if  the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

(9) (I)  (i)  ñFull-service adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) (I)  Assumes care, custody, and control of a child through relinquishment of the child to the agency or 

involuntary termination of parental rights to the child. 

(B) (II)   Assesses the birth parents, prospective adoptive parents, or child. 

(C) (III)   Places children for adoption. 

(D) (IV)  Supervises adoptive placements. 

(ii)   Private full -service adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a full -service adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 
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supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(10) (J)  (i)  ñNoncustodial adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of 

providing adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) (I)  Assesses the prospective adoptive parents. 

(B) (II)   Cooperatively matches children freed for adoption, who are under the care, custody, and control 

of a licensed adoption agency, for adoption, with assessed and approved adoptive applicants. 

(C) (III)   Cooperatively supervises adoptive placements with a full -service adoptive adoption  agency, but 

does not disrupt a placement or remove a child from a placement. 

(ii)   Private noncustodial adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a noncustodial adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 

supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(11) (K)  ñTransitional shelter care facilityò means any group care facility that provides for 24-hour 

nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining 

the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Program components shall be subject 

to program standards developed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.3. 

(12) (L)  ñTransitional housing placement providerò means an organization licensed by the department 

pursuant to Section 1559.110 and Section 16522.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to provide 

transitional housing to foster children at least 16 years of age and not more than 18 years of age, and 

nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, to promote their transition to adulthood. A transitional housing placement provider shall be 

privately operated and organized on a nonprofit basis. 

(13) (M)  ñGroup homeò means a residential facility that provides 24-hour care and supervision to 

children, delivered at least in part by staff employed by the licensee in a structured environment. The care 

and supervision provided by a group home shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(14) (N)  ñRunaway and homeless youth shelterò means a group home licensed by the department to 

operate a program pursuant to Section 1502.35 to provide voluntary, short-term, short-term  shelter and 

personal services to runaway youth or homeless youth, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 

Section 1502.35. 

(15) (O)  ñEnhanced behavioral supports homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of 

Developmental Services pursuant to Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 4684.80) of Chapter 6 of 

Division 4.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social 

Services as an adult residential facility or a group home that provides 24-hour nonmedical care to 

individuals with developmental disabilities who require enhanced behavioral supports, staffing, and 

supervision in a homelike setting. An enhanced behavioral supports home shall have a maximum capacity 

of four consumers, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and shall be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(16) (P)  ñCommunity crisis homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of Developmental 

Services pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 4698) of Chapter 6 of Division 4.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to 

Article 9.7 (commencing with Section 1567.80), as an adult residential facility, providing 24-hour 

nonmedical care to individuals with developmental disabilities receiving regional center service, in need 
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of crisis intervention services, and who would otherwise be at risk of admission to the acute crisis center 

at Fairview Developmental Center, Sonoma Developmental Center, an acute general hospital, acute 

psychiatric hospital, an institution for mental disease, as described in Part 5 (commencing with Section 

5900) of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or an out-of-state placement. A community 

crisis home shall have a maximum capacity of eight consumers, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 

1567.80, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and shall 

be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(17) (Q)  ñCrisis nurseryò means a facility licensed by the department to operate a program pursuant to 

Section 1516 to provide short-term care and supervision for children under six years of age who are 

voluntarily placed for temporary care by a parent or legal guardian due to a family crisis or stressful 

situation. 

(18) (R)  ñShort-term residential treatment centerò therapeutic programò  means a residential 

facility operated by a public agency or private organization and  licensed by the department pursuant to 

Section 1562.01 and operated by any public agency or private organization that provides short-term, 

specialized, and intensive treatment, and  that provides an integrated program of specialized and 

intensive care and supervision, services and supports, treatment, and short-term  24-hour care and 

supervision to children. The care and supervision provided by a short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. Private short-

term residential therapeutic programs shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. A short-term 

residential therapeutic program may be operated as a childrenôs crisis residential center.  

(S) ñChildrenôs crisis residential centerò means a short-term residential therapeutic program operated 

specifically to divert children experiencing a mental health crisis from psychiatric hospitalization. 

(b) (2)  ñDepartmentò or ñstate departmentò means the State Department of Social Services. 

(c) (3)  ñDirectorò means the Director of Social Services. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have 

mental or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility that meets the needs of the 

individual placed, if the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

SEC. 15.2. 
 Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1502. 
 As used in this chapter: 

(a) ñCommunity care facilityò means any facility, place, or building that is maintained and operated to 

provide nonmedical residential care, day treatment, adult day care, or foster family agency services for 

children, adults, or children and adults, including, but not limited to, the physically handicapped, mentally 

impaired, incompetent persons, and abused or neglected children, and includes the following: 

(1) ñResidential facilityò means any family home, group care facility, or similar facility determined by 

the director, department,  for 24-hour nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, 

supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the 

individual. 

(2) ñAdult day programò means any community-based facility or program that provides care to persons 

18 years of age or older in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the 

activities of daily living or for the protection of these individuals on less than a 24-hour basis. 
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(3) ñTherapeutic day services facilityò means any facility that provides nonmedical care, counseling, 

educational or vocational support, or social rehabilitation services on less than a 24-hour basis to persons 

under 18 years of age who would otherwise be placed in foster care or who are returning to families from 

foster care. Program standards for these facilities shall be developed by the department, pursuant to 

Section 1530, in consultation with therapeutic day services and foster care providers. 

(4) ñFoster family agencyò means any public agency or private organization engaged in the recruiting, 

certifying, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster parents, or in finding homes or 

other places for placement of children for temporary or permanent care who require that level of care. 

Private foster family agencies shall be  organization,  organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. basis, 

engaged in any of the following:  

(A) Recruiting, certifying, approving, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster 

parents and resource families. 

(B) Coordinating with county placing agencies to find homes for foster children in need of care. 

(C) Providing services and supports to licensed or certified foster parents, county-approved resource 

families, and children to the extent authorized by state and federal law. 

(5) ñFoster family homeò means any residential facility providing 24-hour care for six or fewer foster 

children that is owned, leased, or rented and is the residence of the foster parent or parents, including their 

family, in whose care the foster children have been placed. The placement may be by a public or private 

child placement agency or by a court order, or by voluntary placement by a parent, parents, or guardian. It 

also means a foster family home described in Section 1505.2. 

(6) ñSmall family homeò means any residential facility, in the licenseeôs family residence, that provides 

24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who have mental disorders or developmental or physical 

disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of their disabilities. A small family 

home may accept children with special health care needs, pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 17710 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. In addition to placing children with special health care needs, the 

department may approve placement of children without special health care needs, up to the licensed 

capacity. 

(7) ñSocial rehabilitation facilityò means any residential facility that provides social rehabilitation services 

for no longer than 18 months in a group setting to adults recovering from mental illness who temporarily 

need assistance, guidance, or counseling. Program components shall be subject to program standards 

pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 5670) of Chapter 2.5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(8) ñCommunity treatment facilityò means any residential facility that provides mental health treatment 

services to children in a group setting and that has the capacity to provide secure containment. Program 

components shall be subject to program standards developed and enforced by the State Department of 

Health Care Services pursuant to Section 4094 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have mental 

or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility that meets the needs of the individual 

placed, if  the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

(9) ñFull-service adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) Assumes care, custody, and control of a child through relinquishment of the child to the agency or 

involuntary termination of parental rights to the child. 
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(B) Assesses the birth parents, prospective adoptive parents, or child. 

(C) Places children for adoption. 

(D) Supervises adoptive placements. 

Private full -service adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a condition 

of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a full -service adoption agency shall be accredited 

and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or supervised 

by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with Subpart F 

(commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(10) ñNoncustodial adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) Assesses the prospective adoptive parents. 

(B) Cooperatively matches children freed for adoption, who are under the care, custody, and control of a 

licensed adoption agency, for adoption, with assessed and approved adoptive applicants. 

(C) Cooperatively supervises adoptive adoption  placements with a full -service adoptive agency, but does 

not disrupt a placement or remove a child from a placement. 

Private noncustodial adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a noncustodial adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 

supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(11) ñTransitional shelter care facilityò means any group care facility that provides for 24-hour 

nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining 

the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Program components shall be subject 

to program standards developed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.3. 

(12) ñTransitional housing placement providerò means an organization licensed by the department 

pursuant to Section 1559.110 and Section 16522.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to provide 

transitional housing to foster children at least 16 years of age and not more than 18 years of age, and 

nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, to promote their transition to adulthood. A transitional housing placement provider shall be 

privately operated and organized on a nonprofit basis. 

(13) ñGroup homeò means a residential facility that provides 24-hour care and supervision to children, 

delivered at least in part by staff employed by the licensee in a structured environment. The care and 

supervision provided by a group home shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(14) ñRunaway and homeless youth shelterò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.35 to provide voluntary, short-term, short-term  shelter and personal 

services to runaway youth or homeless youth, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 

1502.35. 

(15) ñEnhanced behavioral supports homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of 

Developmental Services pursuant to Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 4684.80) of Chapter 6 of 

Division 4.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social 

Services as an adult residential facility or a group home that provides 24-hour nonmedical care to 

individuals with developmental disabilities who require enhanced behavioral supports, staffing, and 

supervision in a homelike setting. An enhanced behavioral supports home shall have a maximum capacity 
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of four consumers, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and shall be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(16) ñCommunity crisis homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of Developmental 

Services pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 4698) of Chapter 6 of Division 4.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to 

Article 9.7 (commencing with Section 1567.80), as an adult residential facility, providing 24-hour 

nonmedical care to individuals with developmental disabilities receiving regional center service, in need 

of crisis intervention services, and who would otherwise be at risk of admission to the acute crisis center 

at Fairview Developmental Center, Sonoma Developmental Center, an acute general hospital, acute 

psychiatric hospital, an institution for mental disease, as described in Part 5 (commencing with Section 

5900) of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or an out-of-state placement. A community 

crisis home shall have a maximum capacity of eight consumers, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 

1567.80, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and shall 

be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(17) ñCrisis nurseryò means a facility licensed by the department to operate a program pursuant to Section 

1516 to provide short-term care and supervision for children under six years of age who are voluntarily 

placed for temporary care by a parent or legal guardian due to a family crisis or stressful situation. 

(18) ñShort-term residential treatment centerò therapeutic programò  means a residential facility operated 

by a public agency or private organization and  licensed by the department pursuant to Section 

1562.01 and operated by any public agency or private organization that provides short-term, specialized, 

and intensive treatment, and  that provides an integrated program of specialized and intensive care and 

supervision, services and supports, treatment, and short-term  24-hour care and supervision to children. 

The care and supervision provided by a short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall 

be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. Private short-term residential therapeutic 

programs shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis.  

(19) ñPrivate alternative boarding schoolò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.2 to provide youth with 24-hour residential care and supervision, 

which, in addition to providing educational services to youth, provides, or holds itself out as providing, 

behavioral-based services to youth with social, emotional, or behavioral issues. The care and supervision 

provided by a private alternative boarding school shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by 

law. 

(20) ñPrivate alternative outdoor programò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.21 to provide youth with 24-hour residential care and supervision, 

which provides, or holds itself out as providing, behavioral-based services in an outdoor living setting to 

youth with social, emotional, or behavioral issues. The care and supervision provided by a private 

alternative outdoor program shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(b) ñDepartmentò or ñstate departmentò means the State Department of Social Services. 

(c) ñDirectorò means the Director of Social Services. 

SEC. 15.3. 
 Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1502. 
 (a)  As used in this chapter: 

(a) (1)  ñCommunity care facilityò means any facility, place, or building that is maintained and operated 

to provide nonmedical residential care, day treatment, adult day care, or foster family agency services for 
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children, adults, or children and adults, including, but not limited to, the physically handicapped, mentally 

impaired, incompetent persons, and abused or neglected children, and includes the following: 

(1) (A)  ñResidential facilityò means any family home, group care facility, or similar facility determined 

by the director, department,  for 24-hour nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, 

supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the 

individual. 

(2) (B)  ñAdult day programò means any community-based facility or program that provides care to 

persons 18 years of age or older in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for 

sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of these individuals on less than a 24-hour 

basis. 

(3) (C)  ñTherapeutic day services facilityò means any facility that provides nonmedical care, counseling, 

educational or vocational support, or social rehabilitation services on less than a 24-hour basis to persons 

under 18 years of age who would otherwise be placed in foster care or who are returning to families from 

foster care. Program standards for these facilities shall be developed by the department, pursuant to 

Section 1530, in consultation with therapeutic day services and foster care providers. 

(4) (D)  ñFoster family agencyò means any public agency or private organization engaged in the 

recruiting, certifying, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster parents, or in finding 

homes or other places for placement of children for temporary or permanent care who require that level of 

care. Private foster family agencies shall be  organization,  organized and operated on a 

nonprofit basis. basis, engaged in any of the following:  

(i) Recruiting, certifying, approving, and training of, and providing professional support to, foster 

parents and resource families. 

(ii)  Coordinating with county placing agencies to find homes for foster children in need of care. 

(iii)  Providing services and supports to licensed or certified foster parents, county-approved resource 

families, and children to the extent authorized by state and federal law. 

(5) (E)  ñFoster family homeò means any residential facility providing 24-hour care for six or fewer foster 

children that is owned, leased, or rented and is the residence of the foster parent or parents, including their 

family, in whose care the foster children have been placed. The placement may be by a public or private 

child placement agency or by a court order, or by voluntary placement by a parent, parents, or guardian. It 

also means a foster family home described in Section 1505.2. 

(6) (F)  ñSmall family homeò means any residential facility, in the licenseeôs family residence, that 

provides 24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who have mental disorders or developmental or 

physical disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of their disabilities. A small 

family home may accept children with special health care needs, pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 

17710 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. In addition to placing children with special health care needs, 

the department may approve placement of children without special health care needs, up to the licensed 

capacity. 

(7) (G)  ñSocial rehabilitation facilityò means any residential facility that provides social rehabilitation 

services for no longer than 18 months in a group setting to adults recovering from mental illness who 

temporarily need assistance, guidance, or counseling. Program components shall be subject to program 

standards pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 5670) of Chapter 2.5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(8) (H)  ñCommunity treatment facilityò means any residential facility that provides mental health 

treatment services to children in a group setting and that has the capacity to provide secure containment. 
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Program components shall be subject to program standards developed and enforced by the State 

Department of Health Care Services pursuant to Section 4094 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have mental 

or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility that meets the needs of the individual 

placed, if  the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

(9) (I)  (i)  ñFull-service adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of providing 

adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) (I)  Assumes care, custody, and control of a child through relinquishment of the child to the agency or 

involuntary termination of parental rights to the child. 

(B) (II)   Assesses the birth parents, prospective adoptive parents, or child. 

(C) (III)   Places children for adoption. 

(D) (IV)  Supervises adoptive placements. 

(ii)   Private full -service adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a full -service adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 

supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(10) (J)  (i)  ñNoncustodial adoption agencyò means any licensed entity engaged in the business of 

providing adoption services, that does all of the following: 

(A) (I)  Assesses the prospective adoptive parents. 

(B) (II)   Cooperatively matches children freed for adoption, who are under the care, custody, and control 

of a licensed adoption agency, for adoption, with assessed and approved adoptive applicants. 

(C) (III)   Cooperatively supervises adoptive placements with a full -service adoptive adoption  agency, but 

does not disrupt a placement or remove a child from a placement. 

(ii)   Private noncustodial adoption agencies shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. As a 

condition of licensure to provide intercountry adoption services, a noncustodial adoption agency shall be 

accredited and in good standing according to Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or 

supervised by an accredited primary provider, or acting as an exempted provider, in compliance with 

Subpart F (commencing with Section 96.29) of Part 96 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(11) (K)  ñTransitional shelter care facilityò means any group care facility that provides for 24-hour 

nonmedical care of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining 

the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Program components shall be subject 

to program standards developed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.3. 

(12) (L)  ñTransitional housing placement providerò means an organization licensed by the department 

pursuant to Section 1559.110 and Section 16522.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to provide 

transitional housing to foster children at least 16 years of age and not more than 18 years of age, and 

nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, to promote their transition to adulthood. A transitional housing placement provider shall be 

privately operated and organized on a nonprofit basis. 
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(13) (M)  ñGroup homeò means a residential facility that provides 24-hour care and supervision to 

children, delivered at least in part by staff employed by the licensee in a structured environment. The care 

and supervision provided by a group home shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(14) (N)  ñRunaway and homeless youth shelterò means a group home licensed by the department to 

operate a program pursuant to Section 1502.35 to provide voluntary, short-term, short-term  shelter and 

personal services to runaway youth or homeless youth, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 

Section 1502.35. 

(15) (O)  ñEnhanced behavioral supports homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of 

Developmental Services pursuant to Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 4684.80) of Chapter 6 of 

Division 4.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social 

Services as an adult residential facility or a group home that provides 24-hour nonmedical care to 

individuals with developmental disabilities who require enhanced behavioral supports, staffing, and 

supervision in a homelike setting. An enhanced behavioral supports home shall have a maximum capacity 

of four consumers, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and shall be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(16) (P)  ñCommunity crisis homeò means a facility certified by the State Department of Developmental 

Services pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 4698) of Chapter 6 of Division 4.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, and licensed by the State Department of Social Services pursuant to 

Article 9.7 (commencing with Section 1567.80), as an adult residential facility, providing 24-hour 

nonmedical care to individuals with developmental disabilities receiving regional center service, in need 

of crisis intervention services, and who would otherwise be at risk of admission to the acute crisis center 

at Fairview Developmental Center, Sonoma Developmental Center, an acute general hospital, acute 

psychiatric hospital, an institution for mental disease, as described in Part 5 (commencing with Section 

5900) of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or an out-of-state placement. A community 

crisis home shall have a maximum capacity of eight consumers, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 

1567.80, shall conform to Section 441.530(a)(1) of Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and shall 

be eligible for federal Medicaid home- and community-based services funding. 

(17) (Q)  ñCrisis nurseryò means a facility licensed by the department to operate a program pursuant to 

Section 1516 to provide short-term care and supervision for children under six years of age who are 

voluntarily placed for temporary care by a parent or legal guardian due to a family crisis or stressful 

situation. 

(18) (R)  ñShort-term residential treatment centerò therapeutic programò  means a residential 

facility operated by a public agency or private organization and  licensed by the department pursuant to 

Section 1562.01 and operated by any public agency or private organization that provides short-term, 

specialized, and intensive treatment, and  that provides an integrated program of specialized and 

intensive care and supervision, services and supports, treatment, and short-term  24-hour care and 

supervision to children. The care and supervision provided by a short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. Private short-

term residential therapeutic programs shall be organized and operated on a nonprofit basis. A short-term 

residential therapeutic program may be operated as a childrenôs crisis residential center.  

(S) ñChildrenôs crisis residential centerò means a short-term residential therapeutic program operated 

specifically to divert children experiencing a mental health crisis from psychiatric hospitalization. 

(T) ñPrivate alternative boarding schoolò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.2 to provide youth with 24-hour residential care and supervision, 

which, in addition to providing educational services to youth, provides, or holds itself out as providing, 

behavioral-based services to youth with social, emotional, or behavioral issues. The care and supervision 
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provided by a private alternative boarding school shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by 

law. 

(U) ñPrivate alternative outdoor programò means a group home licensed by the department to operate a 

program pursuant to Section 1502.21 to provide youth with 24-hour residential care and supervision, 

which provides, or holds itself out as providing, behavioral-based services in an outdoor living setting to 

youth with social, emotional, or behavioral issues. The care and supervision provided by a private 

alternative outdoor program shall be nonmedical, except as otherwise permitted by law. 

(b) (2)  ñDepartmentò or ñstate departmentò means the State Department of Social Services. 

(c) (3)  ñDirectorò means the Director of Social Services. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or discourage placement of persons who have 

mental or physical disabilities into any category of community care facility that meets the needs of the 

individual placed, if the placement is consistent with the licensing regulations of the department. 

SEC. 16. 
 Section 1502.4 of the Health and Safety Code, as added by Section 8 of Chapter 773 of the Statutes of 

2015, is amended to read: 

 

1502.4. 
 (a) A licensed short-term residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  as defined in paragraph (18) 

of subdivision (a) of Section 1502, may only accept for placement a child who does not require inpatient 

care in a licensed health facility and who has been assessed pursuant to Section 11462.01 of the Welfare 

and Institutions Code as meeting the applicable criteria for placement in a short-term residential treatment 

center. therapeutic program.  

(b) A licensed foster family agency, as defined in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502, may 

accept for placement a child who does not require inpatient care in a licensed health facility, as defined in 

Section 1250, and who has been assessed pursuant to Section 11462.01 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code as meeting the applicable criteria for placement by a foster family agency. 

(c) (b)  For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) ñHealth facilityò has the meaning set forth in Section 1250. 

(2) ñSeriously emotionally disturbedò has the same meaning as that term is used in subdivision (a) of 

Section 5600.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(d) (c)  The department shall not evaluate, nor have any responsibility or liability  with regard to the 

evaluation of, the mental health treatment services provided pursuant to this section. 

(e) (d)  This section shall become operative on January 1, 2017. 

SEC. 17. 
 Section 1506 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1506. 
 (a) (1) Any holder of a valid license issued by the department that authorizes the licensee to engage 

in  A  foster family agency functions  may use only a certified family home or a resource family  that has 

been certified or approved  by that agency or  or, pursuant to Section 1506.5,  a licensed foster family 

home or a county-approved resource family  approved for this use by thelicensing county pursuant to 

Section 1506.5. county.  
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(2) Any home selected and certified or approved  for the reception and care of children by that licensee 

shall not, during the time it is certified and used only by that agency for these placements or care, be  a 

foster family agency is not  subject to Section 1508. A certified family home may not be concurrently 

licensed as a foster family home or as any other licensed or a resource family of a foster family agency 

shall not be licensed as a  residential facility. 

(3) A child with a developmental disability who is placed in a certified family home or with a resource 

family  by a foster family agency that is operating under agreement with the regional center responsible 

for that child may remain in the certified family home after the age of 18 years.  or with the resource 

family after 18 years of age.  The determination regarding whether and how long he or she may remain as 

a resident after the age of  18 years of age  shall be made through the agreement of all parties involved, 

including the resident, the foster parent,  certified parent or resource family,  the foster family agency 

social worker, the residentôs regional center case manager, and the residentôs parent, legal guardian, or 

conservator, as appropriate. This determination shall include a needs and service plan that contains an 

assessment of the childôs needs to ensure continued compatibility with the other children in placement. 

The needs and service plan shall be completed no more than six months prior to the childôs 18th birthday. 

The assessment shall be documented and maintained in the childôs file with the foster family agency. 

(b) (1) A foster family agency shall certify to the department that the certified family  home has met the 

departmentôs licensing standards. A foster family agency may require a certified  family home to meet 

additional standards or be compatible with its treatment approach. 

(2) The foster family agency shall issue a certificate of approval to the certified family home upon its 

determination that it has met the standards established by the department and before the placement of any 

child in the home. The certificate shall be valid for a period not to exceed one year. The annual 

recertification shall require a certified family home to complete at least 12 eight  hours of structured 

applicable training or continuing education. At least one hour of training during the first six months 

following initial certification shall be dedicated to meeting the requirements of paragraph (1) of 

subdivision (b) of Section 11174.1 of the Penal Code. 

(3) If  the agency determines that the home no longer meets the standards, it shall notify the department 

and the local placing agency. 

(4) This subdivision shall apply to foster family agencies only until December 31, 2019, in accordance 

with Section 1517. 

(c) As used in this chapter, ñcertified family homeò means a family residence  an individual or 

family  certified by a licensed foster family agency and issued a certificate of approval by that agency as 

meeting licensing standards, and used only exclusively  by that foster family agency for placements. 

(d) (1) A foster family agency shall not accept applications to certify foster homes and shall instead 

approve resource families pursuant to Section 1517. 

(2) (A) A foster family agency that chooses not to approve resource families shall not recruit any new 

applicants, but may continue to coordinate with county placing agencies to find homes for foster children 

with its existing certified family homes, as authorized by the department. 

(B) No later than July 1, 2017, a foster family agency described in subparagraph (A) shall, in addition to 

the notification required in paragraph (4) of subdivision (f) of Section 1517, notify its certified family 

homes that, in order to care for foster children after December 31, 2019, a certified family is required to 

submit an application for resource family approval to the county in which the home is located or to a 

foster family agency that approves resource families and shall complete the approval process no later 

than December 31, 2019. 
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(d) (e)  (1) Requirements for social work personnel for a foster family agency shall be a masterôs degree 

from an accredited or state-approved graduate school in social work or social welfare, or equivalent 

education and experience, as determined by the department. 

(2) Persons who possess a masterôs degree from an accredited or state-approved graduate school in any of 

the following areas, or equivalent education and experience, as determined by the department, shall be 

considered to be qualified to perform social work activities in a foster family agency: 

(A) Marriage, family, and child counseling. 

(B) Child psychology. 

(C) Child development. 

(D) Counseling psychology. 

(E) Social psychology. 

(F) Clinical psychology. 

(G) Educational psychology, consistent with the scope of practice as described in Section 4989.14 of the 

Business and Professions Code. 

(H) Education, with emphasis on counseling. 

(I) A subject area that is functionally equivalent to those listed in subparagraphs (A) to (H), inclusive, as 

set forth by the department. 

(e) (f)  (1) In addition to the degree specifications in subdivision (d), (e),  all of the following coursework 

and field practice or experience, as defined in departmental regulations, shall be required of all new hires 

for the position of social work personnel effective January 1, 1995: 

(A) At least three semester units of field practice at the masterôs level or six monthsô full -time equivalent 

experience in a public or private social service agency setting. 

(B) At least nine semester units of coursework related to human development or human behavior, or, 

within the first year of employment, experience working with children and families as a major 

responsibility of the position under the supervision of a supervising social worker. 

(C) At least three semester units in working with minority populations or six months of experience in 

working with minority populations or training in cultural competency and working with minority 

populations within the first six months of employment as a condition of employment. 

(D) At least three semester units in child welfare or at least six months of experience in a public or private 

child welfare social services setting for a nonsupervisory social worker. A supervising social worker shall 

have two yearsô experience in a public or private child welfare social services setting. 

(2) (A) Persons who do not meet the requirements specified in subdivision (d) (e)  or (e)  this 

subdivision  may apply for an exception as provided for in subdivisions (f) (h)  and (g). (i).  

(B) Exceptions granted by the department prior to January 1, 1995, shall remain in effect. 

(3) (A) Persons who are hired as social work personnel on or after January 1, 1995, who do not meet the 

requirements listed in this subdivision shall be required to successfully meet those requirements in order 

to be employed as social work personnel in a foster family agency. 

(B) Employees who were hired prior to January 1, 1995, shall not be required to meet the requirements of 

this subdivision in order to remain employed as social work personnel in a foster family agency. 
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(4) Coursework and field practice or experience completed to fulfill  the degree requirements of 

subdivision (d) (e)  may be used to satisfy the requirements of this subdivision. 

(g) In addition to the degree specifications in subdivision (e) and the coursework and field practice or 

experience described in subdivision (f), social work personnel shall meet core competencies to participate 

in the assessment and evaluation of an applicant or resource family, as determined by the department in 

written directives or regulations adopted pursuant to Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code. 

(f) (h)  Individuals seeking an exception to the requirements of subdivision (d) (e)  or (e) (f)  based on 

completion of equivalent education and experience shall apply to the department by the process 

established by the department. 

(g) (i)  The department shall be required to complete the process for the exception to minimum education 

and experience requirements described in subdivisions (d) (e)  and (e) (f)  within 30 days of receiving the 

exception application of social work personnel or supervising social worker qualifications from the foster 

family agency. 

(h) The department shall review the feasibility of instituting a licensure category to cover foster homes 

that are established specifically to care for and supervise adults with developmental disabilities, as 

defined in subdivision (a) of Section 4512 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, to prevent the 

institutionalization of those individuals. 

(i) (j)  For purposes of this section, ñsocial work personnelò means supervising social workers as well as 

nonsupervisory social workers. 

SEC. 18. 
 Section 1506.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1506.1. 
 (a) A foster family agency shall prepare and maintain a current, written plan of operation as required by 

the department. 

(b) (1) On and after January 1, 2017, a  A  foster family agency shall have national accreditation from an 

entity identified by the department pursuant to the process described in paragraph (8) of subdivision (b) of 

Section 11463 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the department may issue a provisional license  The following 

applies  to a foster family agency and may extend the term of the provisional license in order for the 

foster family agency to secure accreditation as set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 1525.5. licensed 

before January 1, 2017:  

(A) The foster family agency shall have until December 31, 2018, to obtain accreditation. 

(B) The foster family agency shall submit documentation of accreditation or application for accreditation 

to the department in a time and manner as determined by the department. 

(C) The foster family agency shall provide documentation to the department reporting its accreditation 

status as of January 1, 2018, and July 1, 2018, in a time and manner as determined by the department. 

(3) The following applies to a foster family agency licensed on or after January 1, 2017: 

(A) The foster family agency shall have up to 24 months from the date of licensure to obtain 

accreditation. 
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(B) The foster family agency applicant shall submit documentation of accreditation or application for 

accreditation with its application for licensure. 

(c) (C)  (1) The  On and after January 1, 2017, a foster family agencyôs plan of operation shall 

demonstrate the foster family agencyôs ability to support the differing needs of children and their 

families.  foster family agency shall  provide documentation to the department reporting its accreditation 

status at 12 months and at 18 months after the date of licensure.  

(4) This subdivision does not preclude the department from requesting additional information from the 

foster family agency regarding its accreditation status. 

(2) (5)  On and after January 1, 2017,  The department may revoke  a foster family agencyôs plan of 

operation shall contain a plan for the supervision, evaluation, and training of staff. The training plan shall 

be appropriate to meet the needs of children, and it shall be consistent with the training provided to 

resource families as set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. license pursuant to 

Article 5 (commencing with Section 1550) for failure to obtain accreditation within the timeframes 

specified in this subdivision.  

(3) (c)  In addition to complying with the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter, on 

and  On and  after January 1, 2017, a foster family agencyôs plan of operation shall include a program 

statement. The program statement shall contain a description of all of the following: 

(A) (1)  The core services and supports, as set forth in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 11463 

of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and as prescribed by the department, to be offered to children and 

their families, as appropriate or as necessary. 

(B) (2)  The treatment practices that will  be used in serving children and families. 

(C) (3)  The procedures for the development, implementation, and periodic updating of the needs and 

services plan for children placed with the foster family agency or served by the foster family 

agency, and  consistent with the case plans as developed by the county placing agency, that support the 

reasonable and prudent parent standard, as defined in Section 362.05 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, and  procedures for collaborating with the child and family team as described in paragraph (4) of 

subdivision (a) of Section 16501 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, that includes, but is not limited to, 

a description of the services to be provided to meet the treatment needs of children assessed pursuant to 

subdivision (d) or (e) of Section 11462.01 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. assessed.  

(D) (4)  (A)  How the foster family agency will  comply with the resource family approval standards and 

requirements, as set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 1517.  

(B) A foster family agency that chooses not to approve resource families pursuant to Section 1517 shall 

describe in the program statement the transition plan for its certified family homes to obtain resource 

family approval prior to December 31, 2019. 

(5) The population or populations to be served. 

(6) The ability to support the differing needs of children and their families. 

(7) The plan for the supervision, evaluation, and training of staff. The training plan shall be appropriate 

to meet the needs of children, and it shall be consistent with the training provided to resource families as 

set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(E) (8)  A description of the population or populations to be served. The ability to provide or arrange for 

treatment services to meet the individual needs of children placed in certified family homes or with 

resource families, as specified in Section 11402 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.  
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(9) The plan for the training, supervision, and support of resource families to meet the appropriate needs 

of children, consistent with the training requirements set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. To the extent possible, the foster family agency training plan for resource families shall 

be consistent with the training requirements set forth by the county child welfare placing agency. 

(10) The agency or agencies that the foster family agency has partnered with, either formally or 

informally, to provide additional supports and services to families and children during care and 

postpermanency. 

(11) The plan for participation in child and family teams and supporting the participation of the agencyôs 

resource families in those teams, as appropriate. 

(F) (12)  Any other information that may be prescribed by the department for the proper administration of 

this section. 

(d) In addition to the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter, a county licensed to operate a 

foster family agency shall describe, in the plan of operation, its conflict-of-interest mitigation plan, on and 

after January 1, 2017, as set forth in subdivision (g) of Section 11462.02 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code. 

(e) (1) (A) (i) A foster family agency applicant shall submit an application to the department that includes 

a letter of recommendation in support of its program from a county placing agency. 

(ii)  The letter of recommendation shall include a statement that the county placing agency reviewed the 

applicantôs program statement. 

(iii)  If the letter of recommendation is not from the county in which the facility is located, the foster family 

agency applicant shall include with its application a statement that it provided the county in which the 

facility is located an opportunity for that county to review the program statement and notified that county 

that the facility has received a letter of recommendation from another county. 

(B) If the application does not contain a letter of recommendation as described in subparagraph (A), then 

the department shall cease review of the application. Nothing in this paragraph shall constitute a denial 

of the application for purposes of Section 1526 or any other law. 

(C) A new letter of recommendation is not required when a foster family agency moves locations. 

(e) (2)  The A  foster family agencyôs plan of operation shall demonstrate the foster family agencyôs 

ability to provide treatment services to meet the individual needs of children placed in licensed, approved, 

or certified relative and nonrelative foster families, as specified in Section 11402 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. agency shall submit a copy of its program statement to all county placing agencies with 

which placements are coordinated or for which services are provided, including the county in which the 

facility is located, for optional review when the foster family agency updates its program statement.  

(f) The department shall have the authority to inspect a foster family agency pursuant to the system of 

governmental monitoring and oversight developed by the department on and after January 1, 2017, 

pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 11463 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(g) The department shall establish procedures for a county review process, at the countyôs option, for 

foster family agencies, which may include the review of the foster family agencyôs program statement, 

and which shall be established in consultation with the County Welfare Directors Association of 

California, Chief Probation Officers of California, and stakeholders, as appropriate. 

SEC. 19. 
 Section 1506.3 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 
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1506.3. 
 (a)  A foster family agency that provides treatment of children in foster families  shall employ one full -

time social work supervisor for every eight social workers or fraction thereof in the agency. 

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until the date when the total foster family agency rate by age 

group paid to licensed foster family agencies for the placement of children in certified foster family 

homes is restored to at least the rate in effect on September 30, 2009, and the Director of Social Services 

issues a declaration to this effect to the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, Senate 

Committee on Human Services, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Assembly Committee on 

Human Services, or their successor committees. Upon the restoration to at least the rate in effect on 

September 30, 2009, the director shall issue the declaration. On that date, this section shall be repealed. 

SEC. 20. 
 Section 1506.5 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1506.5. 
 (a) Foster family agencies shall not use foster family homes licensed by a county or resource families 

approved by a county  without the approval of the licensing or approving  county. When approval is 

granted, a written agreement between the foster family agency and the county shall specify the nature of 

administrative control and case management responsibility and the nature and number of the children to 

be served in the home. 

(b) Before a foster family agency may use a licensed foster family home it shall review and, with the 

exception of a new fingerprint clearance, qualify the home in accordance with Section 1506. 

(c) When approval is given,  granted pursuant to subdivision (a),  and for the duration of the agreement 

permitting the foster family agency use of its the  licensed foster family home,  home or county-approved 

resource family,  no child shall be placed in that home except through the foster family agency. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall transfer or eliminate the responsibility of the placing agency for the care, 

custody, or control of the child. Nothing in this section shall relieve a foster family agency of its 

responsibilities for or on behalf of a child placed with it. 

(e) (1) If  an application to a foster family agency for a certificate of approval indicates, or the department 

determines during the application review process, that the applicant previously was issued a license under 

this chapter or under Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1200), Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 

1250), Chapter 3.01 (commencing with Section 1568.01), Chapter 3.2 (commencing with Section 1569), 

Chapter 3.4 (commencing with Section 1596.70), Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 1596.90), or 

Chapter 3.6 (commencing with Section 1597.30) and the prior license was revoked within the preceding 

two years, the foster family agency shall cease any further review of the application until two years have 

elapsed from the date of the revocation. 

(2) If  an application to a foster family agency for a certificate of approval indicates, or the department 

determines during the application review process, that the applicant previously was issued a certificate of 

approval by a foster family agency that was revoked by the department pursuant to subdivision (b) of 

Section 1534 within the preceding two years, the foster family agency shall cease any further review of 

the application until two years have elapsed from the date of the revocation. 

(3) If  an application to a foster family agency for a certificate of approval indicates, or the department 

determines during the application review process, that the applicant was excluded from a facility licensed 

by the department or from a certified family home pursuant to Section 1558, 1568.092, 1569.58, or 

1596.8897, the foster family agency shall cease any further review of the application unless the excluded 

person has been reinstated pursuant to Section 11522 of the Government Code by the department. 
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(4) The cessation of review shall not constitute a denial of the application for purposes of subdivision (b) 

of Section 1534 or any other law. 

(f) (1) If  an application to a foster family agency for a certificate of approval indicates, or the department 

determines during the application review process, that the applicant had previously applied for a license 

under any of the chapters listed in paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) and the application was denied within 

the last year, the foster family agency shall cease further review of the application as follows: 

(A) In cases where  When  the applicant petitioned for a hearing, the foster family agency shall cease 

further review of the application until one year has elapsed from the effective date of the decision and 

order of the department upholding a denial. 

(B) In cases where  When  the department informed the applicant of his or her right to petition for a 

hearing and the applicant did not petition for a hearing, the foster family agency shall cease further review 

of the application until one year has elapsed from the date of the notification of the denial and the right to 

petition for a hearing. 

(2) The foster family agency may continue to review the application if  the department has determined that 

the reasons for the denial of the application were due to circumstances and a condition that either have 

been corrected or are no longer in existence. 

(3) The cessation of review shall not constitute a denial of the application for purposes of subdivision (b) 

of Section 1534 or any other law. 

(g) (1) If  an application to a foster family agency for a certificate of approval indicates, or the department 

determines during the application review process, that the applicant had previously applied for a 

certificate of approval with a foster family agency and the department ordered the foster family agency to 

deny the application pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1534, the foster family agency shall cease 

further review of the application as follows: 

(A) In cases where the applicant petitioned for a hearing, the foster family agency shall cease further 

review of the application until one year has elapsed from the effective date of the decision and order of 

the department upholding a denial. 

(B) In cases where the department informed the applicant of his or her right to petition for a hearing and 

the applicant did not petition for a hearing, the foster family agency shall cease further review of the 

application until one year has elapsed from the date of the notification of the denial and the right to 

petition for a hearing. 

(2) The foster family agency may continue to review the application if  the department has determined that 

the reasons for the denial of the application were due to circumstances and conditions that either have 

been corrected or are no longer in existence. 

(3) The cessation of review shall not constitute a denial of the application for purposes of subdivision (b) 

of Section 1534 or any other law. 

(h) Subdivisions (e), (f), and (g) shall apply only to certified family home applications received on or 

before December 31, 2016, in accordance with Section 1517. 

SEC. 21. 
 Section 1506.6 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1506.6. 
 (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that public and private efforts to recruit foster parents not be 

competitive and that the total number of foster parents be increased. 
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It  (b)  is the intent of the Legislature that public and private efforts to recruit foster parents not be 

competitive and that the total number of foster parents be increased.  A foster family agency shall not 

certify a family home which that  is licensed by the department or a county. A licensed foster family 

home shall forfeit its license, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1524, concurrent with final 

certification by the foster family agency. The department or a county shall not license a family home that 

is certified by a foster family agency. A certified family home shall forfeit its certificate concurrent with 

final licensing by the department or a county. 

(c) (1) A licensed foster family home shall forfeit its license, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1524, 

concurrent with resource family approval by a foster family agency or a county. 

(2) A certified family home shall forfeit its certificate of approval concurrent with resource family 

approval by a foster family agency, pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 1517, or a county. 

(3) A resource family approved pursuant to Section 1517 shall forfeit its approval concurrent with 

resource family approval by another foster family agency or a county. 

SEC. 22. 
 Section 1506.7 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1506.7. 
 (a) A foster family agency shall require the owner or operator of a family home applying for certification 

to sign an application that shall contain, but shall not be limited to, the following information: 

(1) Whether the applicant has been certified, and by which foster family agency. 

(2) Whether the applicant has been decertified, and by which foster family agency. 

(3) Whether a placement hold has been placed on the applicant by a foster family agency, and by which 

foster family agency. 

(4) Whether the applicant has been a foster home licensed by a county or by the state and, if  so, by which 

county or state, or whether the applicant has been approved for relative placement by a county and, if  so, 

by which county. 

(b) (1) The application form signed by the owner or operator of the family home applying for certification 

shall contain notice to the applicant for certification that the foster family agency is required to check 

references of all foster family agencies that have previously certified the applicant and of all state or 

county licensing offices that have licensed the applicant as a foster parent, and that the signing of the 

application constitutes the authorization of the applicant for the foster family agency to conduct its check 

of references. 

(2) The application form signed by the owner or operator of the family home applying for certification 

shall be signed with a declaration by the applicant that the information submitted is true, correct, and 

contains no material omissions of fact to the best knowledge and belief of the applicant. Any person who 

declares as true any material matter pursuant to this section that he or she knows to be false is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. The application shall include a statement that submitting false information is a violation of 

law punishable by incarceration, a fine, or both incarceration and a fine. 

(c) This section shall apply only to certified family home applications received on or before December 31, 

2016, in accordance with Section 1517. 

SEC. 23. 
 Section 1506.8 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 
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1506.8. 
 (a)  Before certifying a family home, a foster family agency shall contact any foster family agencies by 

whom an applicant has been previously certified and any state or county licensing offices that have 

licensed the applicant as a foster parent, and shall conduct a reference check as to the applicant. 

(b) This section shall apply only to certified family home applications received on or before December 31, 

2016, in accordance with Section 1517. 

SEC. 24. 
 Section 1507.25 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1507.25. 
 (a) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, a person described in paragraph (2), who is not a licensed health 

care professional, but who is trained to administer injections by a licensed health care professional 

practicing within his or her scope of practice, may administer emergency medical assistance and 

injections for severe diabetic hypoglycemia and anaphylactic shock to a foster child in placement. 

(2) The following individuals shall be authorized to administer emergency medical assistance and 

injections in accordance with this subdivision: 

(A) A relative caregiver. 

(B) A nonrelative extended family member. 

(C) A foster family home parent. 

(D) A member of a resource family, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(E) A small family home parent. 

(F) A certified parent of a foster family agency. 

(G) A substitute caregiver of a foster family home or a certified family home. 

(H) A staff member of a small family home or a group home who provides direct care and supervision to 

children and youth residing in the small family home or group home. 

(I) A staff member of a short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  who provides direct 

care and supervision to children and youth residing in the short-term residential treatment 

center. therapeutic program.  

(3) The licensed health care professional shall periodically review, correct, or update training provided 

pursuant to this section as he or she deems necessary and appropriate. 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, a person described in paragraph (2), who is not a licensed health 

care professional, but who is trained to administer injections by a licensed health care professional 

practicing within his or her scope of practice, may administer subcutaneous injections of other 

medications, including insulin, as prescribed by the childôs physician, to a foster child in placement. 

(2) The following individuals shall be authorized to give prescribed injections including insulin in 

accordance with this subdivision: 

(A) A relative caregiver. 

(B) A nonrelative extended family member. 
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(C) A foster family home parent. 

(D) A member of a resource family, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(E) A small family home parent. 

(F) A certified parent of a foster family agency. 

(G) In the absence of a foster parent, a designated substitute caregiver in a foster family home or a 

certified family home. 

(H) A direct care staff member of a short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  who 

provides direct care and supervision to children and youth residing in the short-term residentialtreatment 

center. therapeutic program.  

(3) The licensed health care professional shall periodically review, correct, or update training provided 

pursuant to this section as he or she deems necessary and appropriate. 

(c) For purposes of this section, administration of an insulin injection shall include all necessary 

supportive activities related to the preparation and administration of the injection, including glucose 

testing and monitoring. 

(d) Notwithstanding Part 5.5 (commencing with Section 17700) of Division 9 of, and particularly 

subdivision (g) of Section 17710 of, the Welfare and Institutions Code, a childôs need to receive injections 

pursuant to this section shall not be the sole basis for determining that the child has a medical condition 

requiring specialized in-home health care. 

(e) This section does not supersede the requirements of Section 369.5 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, with respect to the administration of psychotropic medication to a dependent child of the court. 

SEC. 25. 
 Section 1517 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1517. 
 (a) (1) Pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the State 

Department of Social Services, shall implement a unified, family friendly, and child-centered resource 

family approval process to replace the existing multiple processes for licensing foster family 

homes, certifying foster homes by licensed foster family agencies,  approving relatives and nonrelative 

extended family members as foster care providers, and approving guardians and  adoptive families. 

(2) For purposes of this section, a ñresource familyò means an individual or couple family  that has 

successfully met both the home environment assessment and the permanency assessment criteria, as set 

forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, necessary for providing care for a related 

or unrelated child who is under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, or otherwise in the care of a county 

child welfare agency or probation department. 

(3) For purposes of this chapter, ñresource family approvalò means that the applicant or resource family 

successfully meets the home environment assessment and permanency assessment standards adopted 

pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. This approval is in 

lieu of a certificate of approval issued by a licensed foster family agency pursuant to subdivision (b) of 

Section 1506. 

(4) Approval of a resource family does not guarantee an initial, continued, or adoptive placement of a 

child with a resource family. Approval of a resource family does not guarantee the establishment of a 
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legal guardianship of a child with a resource family. There is no fundamental right to resource family 

approval. 

(5) (A) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, a foster family agency shall cease any further 

review of an application if the applicant has had a previous application denial within the preceding year 

by the department or county, or if the applicant has had a previous rescission, revocation, or exemption 

denial or exemption rescission by the department or county within the preceding two years. 

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a foster family agency may continue to review an application if it 

has determined that the reasons for the previous denial, rescission, or revocation were due to 

circumstances and conditions that either have been corrected or are no longer in existence. 

(C) If an individual was excluded from a resource family home or facility licensed by the department, a 

foster family agency shall cease review of the individualôs application unless the excluded individual has 

been reinstated pursuant to Section 11522 of the Government Code and subdivision (h) of Section 1558 of 

this code. 

(D) The cessation of review shall not constitute a denial of the application for purposes of this section, 

Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or any other law. 

(b) (6)  A foster family agency that is selected and authorized to participate in early implementation of the 

resource family approval program, pursuant to subdivision (t) of  resource family shall meet the approval 

standards set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, comply with the written 

directives or regulations adopted pursuant to  Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, shall 

comply with the provisions of this section. and comply with other applicable federal and state laws in 

order to maintain approval.  

(7) A resource family may be approved by the department or a county pursuant to Section 16519.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code or by a foster family agency pursuant to this section. 

(b) (1) A foster family agency shall comply with the provisions of this section. 

(1) (2)  Notwithstanding any other law, the a  foster family agency shall require its applicants and 

resource families to meet the resource family approval standards set forth in Section 16519.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, the written directives or regulations  adopted thereto, and other applicable 

laws prior to approval and in order to maintain approval. 

(2) (3)  The A  foster family agency shall be responsible for all of the following: 

(A) Complying with the applicable provisions of this chapter, the regulations for foster family agencies, 

the resource family approval standards and requirements set forth in Section 16519.5 of  Article 2 

(commencing with Section 16519.5) of Chapter 5 of Part 4 of Division 9 of  the Welfare and Institutions 

Code, and the applicable written directives or regulations  adopted thereto as directed  by the department. 

(B) Implementing the requirements for the resource family approval and utilizing standardized 

documentation established by the department. 

(C) Ensuring staff have the education and experience  education, experience, and core 

competencies  necessary to complete the home environment and psychosocial assessments 

competently. participate in the assessment and evaluation of an applicant or resource family.  

(D) Taking the following actions, as applicable: 

(i) (I)  Approving or denying resource family applications. applications, including preparing a written 

evaluation of an applicantôs capacity to foster, adopt, or provide legal guardianship of a child based on 

all of the information gathered through the resource family application and assessment processes.  
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(II)  Considering the applicantôs preference to provide a specific level of permanency, including adoption, 

guardianship, or, in the case of a relative, placement with a fit and willing relative, shall not be a basis to 

deny an application. 

(ii)  Rescinding approvals of resource families. 

(E) Providing to the department a log of resource families that were approved or had approval  rescinded 

during the month by the 10th day of the following month. For purposes of subdivision (d) of Section 

1536, a certified family home includes a resource family approved by the foster family agency pursuant to 

this section.  

(F) (i)  Updating resource family approval annually. annually and as necessary to address any changes 

that have occurred in the resource familyôs circumstances, including, but not limited to, moving to a new 

home location or commencing operation of a family day care home, as defined in Section 1596.78.  

(ii)  A foster family agency shall conduct an announced inspection of a resource family home during the 

annual update, and as necessary to address any changes specified in clause (i), to ensure that the 

resource family is conforming to all applicable laws and the written directives or regulations adopted 

pursuant to Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(G) Monitoring resource families through all of the following: 

(i) Ensuring that social workers who identify a condition in the home that may not meet the resource 

family approval standards while in the course of a routine visit to children subsequently placed with a 

resource family take appropriate action as needed. 

(ii)  Requiring resource families to comply with  meet the approval standards set forth in Section 16519.5 

of the Welfare and Institutions Code and to comply with the written directives or regulations adopted 

thereto, other applicable laws, and  corrective action plans as necessary to correct identified deficiencies. 

If  corrective action is not completed as specified in the plan, the foster family agency or the department 

may rescind the approval of the resource family or take other administrative action  in accordance 

with applicable law or  the written directives or regulations  adopted pursuant to Section 16519.5 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(iii)  Requiring resource families to report to the foster family agency any incidents as specified in the 

written directives or regulations  adopted pursuant to Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code. 

(iv) Inspecting resource family homes as often as necessary to ensure the quality of care provided. 

(H) Performing corrective action as required by the department. 

(I) Submitting information and data that the department determines is necessary to study, monitor, and 

prepare the report specified in paragraph (9) (6)  of subdivision (f) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(J) (i)  Ensuring resource family  applicants and resource families meet the training requirements set forth 

in paragraphs (12) to (14), inclusive, of subdivisions (g) and (h) of  requirements, and, if applicable, the 

specialized training requirements set forth in  Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(ii)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a foster family agency from requiring training in excess of the 

requirements in this section. 

(4) A foster family agency may cooperatively match a child who is under the care, custody, and control of 

a county with a resource family for initial  placement. 
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(c) In addition to subdivision (f) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the State 

Department of Social Services shall be responsible for all of the following: 

(1) Requiring foster family agencies to monitor resource families, including, but not limited to, inspecting 

resource family homes, developing and monitoring resource family corrective action plans to correct 

identified deficiencies, and rescinding resource family approval if compliance with a corrective action 

plan is not achieved. 

(1) (2)  Investigating all complaints against a resource family approved by a foster family agency and 

taking any action it deems necessary. This shall include investigating any incidents reported about a 

resource family indicating that the approval standard is not being maintained. Complaint investigations 

shall be conducted in accordance with the written directives or regulations  adopted pursuant to Section 

16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. A foster family agency shall not conduct an internal 

investigation regarding an incident report or complaint against a resource family that interferes with an 

investigation being conducted by the department.  

(2) (3)  Rescinding approvals of a resource family approved by a foster family agency. 

(3) (4)  Excluding a resource family parent or other individual from presence in a resource family home or 

licensed community care facility, from being a member of the board of directors, an executive director, or 

an officer of a licensed community care facility, or prohibiting a licensed community care facility from 

employing the resource family parent or other individual, if  appropriate. 

(4) (5)  Issuing a temporary suspension order that suspends the resource family approval prior to a 

hearing, when urgent action is needed to protect a child or nonminor dependent  from physical or mental 

abuse, abandonment, or any other substantial threat to health or safety. 

(6) Providing a resource family parent, applicant, excluded individual, or individual who is the subject of 

a criminal record exemption decision with due process pursuant to Section 16519.6 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(d) The department may enter and inspect the home of a resource family approved by a foster family 

agency to secure compliance with the resource family approval standards, investigate a complaint or 

incident, or ensure the quality of care provided. 

(e) Nothing in this section or Section 16519.5 of  in Article 2 (commencing with Section 16519.5) of 

Chapter 5 of Part 4 of Division 9 of  the Welfare and Institutions Code limits the authority of the 

department to inspect, evaluate, investigate a complaint or incident, or initiate a disciplinary action 

against a foster family agency pursuant to this chapter or to take any action it may deem necessary for the 

health and safety of children placed with the foster family agency. 

(f) For (1)   purposes of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 1523.1, a certified family home 

includes a resource family approved  The applicable certification and oversight processes shall continue 

to be administered for foster homes certified  by a foster family agency prior to January 1, 2017, or as 

specified in paragraph (2), until the certification is revoked or forfeited by operation of law  pursuant to 

this section. subdivision.  

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), a foster family agency shall approve or deny all certified family home 

applications received on or before December 31, 2016, in accordance with this chapter. 

(g) (3)  (1)  On and after January 1, 2017, all licensed  a  foster family agencies shall  agency shall not 

accept applications to certify foster homes and shall  approve resource families in lieu of certifying foster 

homes. A foster family agency shall require its applicants and resource families to meet the resource 

family approval standards and requirements set forth in Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions 
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Code, the written directives adopted thereto, and other applicable laws prior to approval and in order to 

maintain approval.  

(2) (4)  No later than July 1, 2017, each foster family agency shall provide the following information 

to all its  certified family homes: 

(A) A detailed description of the resource family approval program. 

(B) Notification that, in order to care for a foster child, resource family approval is required by December 

31, 2019. 

(C) Notification that a certificate of approval shall be forfeited by operation of law as provided 

for  specified  in paragraph (5). (7).  

(3) (5)  By no later than January 1, 2018, the following shall apply to all certified family homes: 

(A) A certified family home with an approved adoptive home study, completed prior to January 1, 2018, 

shall be deemed to be an approved resource family. 

(B) A certified family home that had a child in placement for any length of time,  at any time  between 

January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2017, inclusive, may be approved as a resource family on the date of 

successful completion of a psychosocial assessment pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2) (3)  of 

subdivision (d) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(4) (6)  A foster family agency may provide supportive services to all certified family homes with a child 

in placement to assist with the resource family transition and to minimize placement disruptions. 

(5) (7)  All  certificates of approval shall be forfeited by operation of law on December 31, 2019, except as 

provided in this paragraph: 

(A) A All  certified family home homes  that did not have a child in placement for at  any length of  time 

between January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2017, inclusive, shall forfeit the certificate of approval  by 

operation of law its certificate of approval  on January 1, 2018. 

(B) For a  certified family home homes  with a pending resource family application on December 31, 

2019, the certificate of approval shall be forfeited by operation of law on the date of  upon approval as a 

resource family. If  approval is denied, forfeiture by operation of law shall occur on the date of completion 

of any proceedings required by law to ensure due process. 

(C) A certificate of approval shall be forfeited by operation of law upon approval as a resource family. 

(g) A foster family agency may obtain any arrest or conviction records or reports from any law 

enforcement agency as necessary to the performance of its duties, as provided in this section. 

SEC. 26. 
 Section 1517.1 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to read: 

 

1517.1. 
 (a) (1) Pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the State 

Department of Social Services shall implement a unified, family friendly, and child-centered resource 

family approval process to replace the existing multiple processes for licensing foster family homes, 

certifying foster homes by licensed foster family agencies, approving relatives and nonrelative extended 

family members as foster care providers, and approving guardians and adoptive families. 

(2) For purposes of this section, a ñresource familyò means an individual or family that has successfully 

met both the home environment assessment and the permanency assessment criteria, as set forth in 
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Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, necessary for providing care for a related or 

unrelated child who is under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, or otherwise in the care of a county 

child welfare agency or probation department. 

(b) (1) The applicable licensure and oversight processes shall continue to be administered for foster 

family homes licensed prior to January 1, 2017, or as specified in paragraph (2), until the license is 

revoked or forfeited by operation of law pursuant to this section or Section 1524 of the Health and Safety 

Code. 

(2) The department shall approve or deny all foster family home license applications received on or 

before December 31, 2016, in accordance with this chapter. 

(3) On and after January 1, 2017, the department shall not accept applications to license foster family 

homes. 

(4) By no later than January 1, 2018, the following shall apply to all foster family homes: 

(A) A foster family home with an approved adoptive home study, completed prior to January 1, 2018, 

shall be deemed to be an approved resource family. 

(B) A foster family home that had a child in placement for any length of time between January 1, 2017, 

and December 31, 2017, inclusive, may be approved as a resource family on the date of successful 

completion of a psychosocial assessment pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision 

(d) of Section 16519.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(5) All foster family home licenses shall be forfeited by operation of law on December 31, 2019, except as 

provided in this paragraph or Section 1524. 

(A) All licensed foster family homes that did not have a child in placement at any time between January 1, 

2017, and December 31, 2017, inclusive, shall forfeit the license by operation of law on January 1, 2018. 

(B) For foster family home licensees who have pending resource family applications on December 31, 

2019, the foster family home license shall be forfeited by operation of law upon approval as a resource 

family. If approval is denied, forfeiture by operation of law shall occur on the date of completion of any 

proceedings required by law to ensure due process. 

(C) A foster family home license shall be forfeited by operation of law upon approval as a resource 

family. 

SEC. 27. 
 Section 1517.2 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to read: 

 

1517.2. 
 (a) The application form signed by a resource family applicant of a foster family agency shall be signed 

with a declaration by the applicant that the information submitted is true, correct, and contains no 

material omissions of fact to the best knowledge and belief of the applicant. Any person who willfully  and 

knowingly, with the intent to deceive, makes a false statement or fails to disclose a material fact in his or 

her application is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(b) Before approving a resource family, a foster family agency shall conduct a reference check of the 

applicant by contacting all of the following: 

(1) Any foster family agencies that have certified the applicant. 

(2) Any state or county licensing offices that have licensed the applicant as a foster family home. 
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(3) Any counties that have approved the applicant as a relative or nonrelative extended family member. 

(4) Any foster family agencies or counties that have approved the applicant as a resource family. 

(5) Any state licensing offices that have licensed the applicant as a community care facility, child day 

care center, or family child care home. 

(c) The department, a county, or a foster family agency may request information from, or divulge 

information to, the department, a county, or a foster family agency regarding a prospective resource 

family for the purpose of conducting, and as necessary to conduct, a reference check to determine 

whether it is safe and appropriate to approve an applicant to be a resource family. 

SEC. 28. 
 Section 1517.3 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to read: 

 

1517.3. 
 (a) A person shall not incur civil liability  as a result of providing the department with either of the 

following: 

(1) A foster family agencyôs log of resource families that have been approved or have had approval 

rescinded. 

(2) Notification of a foster family agencyôs determination to rescind the approval of a resource family due 

to any of the following actions by a resource family parent: 

(A) Violation of Section 16519.5, the written directives or regulations adopted pursuant to Section 

16519.5, or any other applicable law. 

(B) Aiding, abetting, or permitting the violation of Section 16519.5, the written directives or regulations 

adopted pursuant to Section 16519.5, or any other applicable law. 

(C) Conduct that poses a risk or threat to the health and safety, protection, or well-being of a child, or the 

people of the State of California. 

(D) Conviction at any time before or during his or her approval of a crime described in Section 1522. 

(E) Knowingly allowing a child to have illegal drugs, alcohol, or any tobacco product, as defined in 

subdivision (d) of Section 22950.5 of the Business and Professions Code. 

(F) Committing an act of child abuse or neglect or an act of violence against another person. 

(b) The department, a county, or a foster family agency shall not incur civil liability  for providing each 

other with information if the communication is for the purpose of aiding in the evaluation of an 

application for approval of a resource family by a foster family agency. 

SEC. 29. 
 Section 1520.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1520.1. 
 In addition to Section 1520, applicants for a group home or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  license shall meet the following requirements: 

(a) (1) During the first 12 months of operation, the facility shall operate with a provisional license. After 

eight months of operation, the department shall conduct a comprehensive review of the facility for 

compliance with all applicable laws and regulations and help develop a plan of correction with the 
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provisional licensee, if  appropriate. By the end of the 12th month of operation, the department shall 

determine if  the permanent license should be issued. 

(2) If  the department determines that the group home or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  is in substantial compliance with licensing standards, notwithstanding 

Section 1525.5, the department may extend the provisional license for up to an additional six months for 

either of the following reasons: 

(A) The group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  requires additional 

time to be in full  compliance with licensing standards. 

(B) After 12 months of operation, the group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic 

program  is not operating at 50 percent of its licensed capacity. 

(3) By no later than the first business day of the 17th month of operation, the department shall conduct an 

additional review of a facility for which a provisional license is extended pursuant to paragraph (2), in 

order to determine whether a permanent license should be issued. 

(4) At the time of its review pursuant to paragraph (3), the department may extend the term of a 

provisional license for a period not to exceed two years, only if  it determines that this additional time 

period is required to secure accreditation from an entity identified by the department pursuant to the 

process described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 11462 of the Welfare and Institutions 

Code and provided that all other requirements for a license have been met. 

(5) (4)  The department may deny a group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic 

program  license application at any time during the term of the provisional license to protect the health 

and safety of clients. If  the department denies the application, the group home or short-term 

residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall cease operation immediately. Continued operation 

of the facility after the department denies the application or the provisional license expires shall constitute 

unlicensed operation. 

(6) (5)  When the department notifies a city or county planning authority pursuant to subdivision (c) of 

Section 1520.5, the department shall briefly describe the provisional licensing process and the timelines 

provided for under that process, as well as provide the name, address, and telephone number of the district 

office licensing the facility where a complaint or comment about the group homeôs or short-term 

residential treatment centerôs therapeutic programôs  operation may be filed. 

(b) (1) After the production of the booklet provided for in paragraph (2), every member of the group 

homeôs board of directors or governing body and every member of a short-term residentialtreatment 

centerôs therapeutic programôs  board of directors or governing body shall, prior to becoming a member 

of the board of directors or governing body sign a statement that he or she understands his or her legal 

duties and obligations as a member of the board of directors or governing body and that the group homeôs 

or short-term residential treatment centerôs therapeutic programôs  operation is governed by laws and 

regulations that are enforced by the department, as set forth in the booklet. The applicant, provisional 

licensee, and licensee shall have this statement available for inspection by the department. For members 

of the board of directors or governing body when the booklet is produced, the licensee shall obtain this 

statement by the next scheduled meeting of the board of directors or governing body. Compliance with 

this paragraph shall be a condition of licensure. 

(2) The department shall distribute to every group home provider and short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  provider, respectively, detailed information designed to educate members of 

the group home providerôs or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  providerôs 

board of directors or governing body of their roles and responsibilities as members of a public benefit 
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corporation under the laws of this state. The information shall be included in a booklet, may be revised as 

deemed necessary by the department, and shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

(A) The financial responsibilities of a member of the board of directors or governing body. 

(B) Disclosure requirements for self-dealing transactions. 

(C) Legal requirements pertaining to articles of incorporation, bylaws, length of member terms, voting 

procedures, board or governing body meetings, quorums, minutes of meetings, and, as provided for in 

subdivision (f), member duties. 

(D) A general overview of the laws and regulations governing the group homeôs or short-term 

residential treatment centerôs therapeutic programôs  operation that are enforced by the department. 

(c) All  financial records submitted by a facility to the department, or that are submitted as part of an audit 

of the facility, including, but not limited to, employee timecards and timesheets, shall be signed and dated 

by the employee and by the group home representative or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  representative who is responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the 

information contained in the record, or when a time clock is used, the payroll register shall be signed and 

dated, and those financial records shall contain an affirmative statement that the signatories understand 

that the information contained in the document is correct to the best of their knowledge and that 

submission of false or misleading information may be prosecuted as a crime. 

(d) An applicant, provisional licensee, or licensee shall maintain, submit, and sign financial documents to 

verify the legitimacy and accuracy of these documents. These documents include, but are not limited to, 

the group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  application, any financial 

documents and plans of corrections submitted to the department, and time sheets. timesheets.  

(e) (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a group home or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  have either representatives on its board of directors, as listed in paragraph 

(2), or a community advisory board, that meets at least annually. 

(2) The representatives on the board of directors or the community advisory board members should 

consist of at least the following persons: 

(A) A member of the facilityôs board of directors. 

(B) Members of the community where the facility is located. 

(C) Neighbors of the facility. 

(D) Current or former clients of the facility. 

(E) A representative from a local law enforcement or other city or county representative. 

(f) Each group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  provider shall 

schedule and conduct quarterly meetings of its board of directors or governing body. During these 

quarterly meetings, the board of directors or governing body shall review and discuss licensing reports, 

financial and program audit reports of its group home or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  operations, special incident reports, and any administrative action against the 

licensee or its employees. The minutes shall reflect the boardôs or governing bodyôs discussion of these 

documents and the group homeôs or short-term residential treatment centerôs therapeutic 

programôs  operation. The licensee shall make available the minutes of group homeôs or short-term 

residential treatment centerôs therapeutic programôs  board of directors or governing body meetings to the 

department. 
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SEC. 30. 
 Section 1522.2 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.2. 
 If  a local law enforcement agency, a probation officer, or a local department or agency that provides 

social services becomes aware that an employee of a community treatment facility, a day treatment 

facility, a group home, a short-term residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  or a foster family 

agency has been arrested for child abuse, as defined in Section 11165.6 of the Penal Code, after 

determining that the potential for abuse is present and that the employee is free to return to the facility 

where children are present, the local law enforcement agency, probation officer, or local department or 

agency shall notify the licensee of the charge of abuse. 

SEC. 31. 
 Section 1522.4 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.4. 
 (a) In addition to any other requirements of this chapter and except for foster family homes, small family 

homes, and certified family homes of foster family agencies, all of the following apply to any community 

care facility providing 24-hour care for children: 

(1) The facility shall have one or more facility  managers. ñFacility manager,ò as used in this section, 

means a person on the premises with the authority and responsibility necessary to manage and control the 

day-to-day operation of a community care facility and supervise the clients. The facility manager, 

licensee, and administrator, or any combination thereof, may be the same person provided he or she meets 

all applicable requirements. If  the administrator is also the facility manager for the same facility, this 

person shall be limited to the administration and management of only one facility. 

(2) The facility manager shall have at least one year of experience working with the client group served, 

or equivalent education or experience, as determined by the department. 

(3) A facility manager shall be at the facility at all times when one or more clients are present. To ensure 

adequate supervision of clients when clients are at the facility outside of their normal schedule, a current 

telephone number where the facility manager can be reached shall be provided to the clients, licensing 

agency, school, and any other agency or person as the department determines is necessary. The facility 

manager shall instruct these agencies and individuals to notify him or her when clients will  be returning to 

the facility outside of the normal hours. 

(4) The Legislature intends to upgrade the quality of care in licensed facilities. For the purposes of 

Sections 1533 and 1534, the licensed facility shall be inspected and evaluated for quality of care at least 

once each year, without advance notice and as often as necessary, without advance notice, to ensure the 

quality of care being provided. 

Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) shall apply only to new facilities licensed for six or fewer children which 

apply for a license after January 1, 1985, and all other new facilities licensed for seven or more children 

which apply for a license after January 1, 1988. Existing facilities licensed for seven or more children 

shall comply by January 1, 1989. 

(b) No employee of the state or county employed in the administration of this chapter or employed in a 

position that is in any way concerned with facilities licensed under this chapter shall hold a license or 

have a direct or indirect financial interest in a facility described in subdivision (a). 
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The department, by regulation, shall make the determination pursuant to the purposes of this section and 

chapter, as to what employment is in the administration of this chapter or in any way concerned with 

facilities licensed under this chapter and what financial interest is direct or indirect. 

This subdivision does not prohibit the state or county from securing a license for, or operating, a facility 

that is otherwise required to be licensed under this chapter. 

(c) (1) No group home, short-term residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  or foster family 

agency licensee, or employee, member of the board of directors, or officer of a group home, short-term 

residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  or foster family agency licensee, shall offer gifts or 

other remuneration of any type to any employee of the State Department of Social Services or placement 

agency that exceeds the monetary limits for gifts to employees of the State of California pursuant to Title 

9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code and regulations adopted thereunder by the 

Fair Political Practices Commission. 

(2) No employee of the department or a placement agency shall accept any gift or other remuneration of 

any type from a group home, short-term residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  or foster 

family agency licensee or employee, member of the board of directors, or officer of a group home, short-

term residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  or foster family agency licensee that exceeds the 

monetary limits for gifts to employees of the State of California in Title 9 (commencing with Section 

81000) of the Government Code and regulations adopted thereunder by the Fair Political Practices 

Commission. 

(3) Violation of this subdivision is punishable as a misdemeanor. 

SEC. 32. 
 Section 1522.41 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.41. 
 (a) (1) The department, in consultation and collaboration with county placement officials, group home 

provider organizations, the Director of Health Care Services, and the Director of Developmental Services, 

shall develop and establish an administrator certification training program to ensure that administrators of 

group home facilities have appropriate training to provide the care and services for which a license or 

certificate is issued. 

(2) The department shall develop and establish an administrator certification training program to ensure 

that administrators of short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  facilities have 

appropriate training to provide the care and services for which a license or certificate is issued. 

(b) (1) In addition to any other requirements or qualifications required by the department, an administrator 

of a group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall successfully 

complete a specified department-approved training certification program, pursuant to subdivision (c), 

prior to employment. 

(2) In those cases when the individual is both the licensee and the administrator of a facility, the 

individual shall comply with all of the licensee and administrator requirements of this section. 

(3) Failure to comply with this section shall constitute cause for revocation of the license of the facility. 

(4) The licensee shall notify the department within 10 days of any change in administrators. 

(c) (1) The administrator certification programs for group homes shall require a minimum of 40 hours of 

classroom instruction that provides training on a uniform core of knowledge in each of the following 

areas: 
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(A) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of the type of 

facility for which the applicant will  be an administrator. 

(B) Business operations. 

(C) Management and supervision of staff. 

(D) Psychosocial and educational needs of the facility residents, including, but not limited to, the 

information described in subdivision (d) of Section 16501.4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(E) Community and support services. 

(F) Physical needs of facility residents. 

(G) Assistance with self-administration, storage, misuse, and interaction of medication used by facility 

residents. 

(H) Resident admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster child to have 

fair and equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and to not be 

subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic group 

identification, ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental or 

physical disability, or HIV status. 

(I) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing adequate 

care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well  as children identifying as lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, or transgender. 

(J) Nonviolent emergency intervention and reporting requirements. 

(K) Basic instruction on the existing laws and procedures regarding the safety of foster youth at school 

and the ensuring of a harassment- and violence-free school environment contained in Article 3.6 

(commencing with Section 32228) of Chapter 2 of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of the Education Code. 

(2) The administrator certification programs for short-term residential treatment centers therapeutic 

programs  shall require a minimum of 40 hours of classroom instruction that provides training on a 

uniform core of knowledge in each of the following areas: 

(A) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of the type of 

facility for which the applicant will  be an administrator. 

(B) Business operations and management and supervision of staff, including staff training. 

(C) Physical and psychosocial needs of the children, including behavior management, de-escalation 

techniques, and trauma informed crisis management planning. 

(D) Permanence, well-being, and educational needs of the children. 

(E) Community and support services, including accessing local behavioral and mental health supports and 

interventions, substance use disorder treatments, and culturally relevant services, as appropriate. 

(F) Understanding the requirements and best practices regarding psychotropic medications, including, but 

not limited to, court authorization, uses, benefits, side effects, interactions, assistance with self-

administration, misuse, documentation, storage, and metabolic monitoring of children prescribed 

psychotropic medications. 

(G) Admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster child to have fair and 

equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and to not be subjected to 
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discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, 

ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental or physical 

disability, or HIV status. 

(H) The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C U.S.C.  Sec. 1901 et seq.), its historical significance, 

the rights of children covered by the act, and the best interests of Indian children as including culturally 

appropriate, child-centered practices that respect Native American history, culture, retention of tribal 

membership, and connection to the tribal community and traditions. 

(I) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing adequate 

care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children identifying as lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, or transgender. 

(J) Nonviolent emergency intervention and reporting requirements. 

(K) Basic instruction on the existing laws and procedures regarding the safety of foster youth at school 

and the ensuring of a harassment- and violence-free school environment contained in Article 3.6 

(commencing with Section 32228) of Chapter 2 of Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of the Education Code. 

(d) Administrators who possess a valid group home license, issued by the department, are exempt from 

completing an approved initial certification training program and taking a written test, provided the 

individual completes 12 hours of classroom instruction in the following uniform core of knowledge areas: 

(1) Laws, regulations, and policies and procedural standards that impact the operations of a short-term 

residential treatment center. therapeutic program.  

(2) (A) Authorization, uses, benefits, side effects, interactions, assistance with self-administration, misuse, 

documentation, and storage of medications. 

(B) Metabolic monitoring of children prescribed psychotropic medications. 

(3) Admission, retention, and assessment procedures, including the right of a foster child to have fair and 

equal access to all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and to not be subjected to 

discrimination or harassment on the basis of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, 

ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental or physical 

disability, or HIV status. 

(4) The federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), its historical significance, the 

rights of children covered by the act, and the best interests of Indian children as including culturally 

appropriate, child-centered practices that respect Native American history, culture, retention of tribal 

membership, and connection to the tribal community and traditions. 

(5) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity and related best practices for providing adequate 

care for children across diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds, as well as children identifying as lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, or transgender. 

(6) Physical and psychosocial needs of children, including behavior management, deescalation 

techniques, and trauma informed crisis management planning. 

(e) Individuals applying for administrator certification under this section shall successfully complete an 

approved administrator certification training program, pass a written test administered by the department 

within 60 days of completing the program, and submit to the department the documentation required by 

subdivision (f) within 30 days after being notified of having passed the test. The department may extend 

these time deadlines for good cause. The department shall notify the applicant of his or her test results 

within 30 days of administering the test. 
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(f) The department shall not begin the process of issuing a certificate until receipt of all of the following: 

(1) A certificate of completion of the administrator training required pursuant to this chapter. 

(2) The fee required for issuance of the certificate. A fee of one hundred dollars ($100) shall be charged 

by the department to cover the costs of processing the application for certification. 

(3) Documentation from the applicant that he or she has passed the written test. 

(4) Submission of fingerprints pursuant to Section 1522. The department may waive the submission for 

those persons who have a current clearance on file. 

(5) That person is at least 21 years of age. 

(g) It shall be unlawful for any person not certified under this section to hold himself or herself out as a 

certified administrator of a group home or short-term residential treatment center. therapeutic 

program.  Any person willfully  making any false representation as being a certified administrator or 

facility manager is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(h) (1) Certificates issued under this section shall be renewed every two years and renewal shall be 

conditional upon the certificate holder submitting documentation of completion of 40 hours of continuing 

education related to the core of knowledge specified in subdivision (c). No more than one-half of the 

required 40 hours of continuing education necessary to renew the certificate may be satisfied through 

online courses. All  other continuing education hours shall be completed in a classroom setting. For 

purposes of this section, an individual who is a group home or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  administrator and who is required to complete the continuing education hours 

required by the regulations of the State Department of Developmental Services, and approved by the 

regional center, may have up to 24 of the required continuing education course hours credited toward the 

40-hour continuing education requirement of this section. The department shall accept for certification, 

community college course hours approved by the regional centers. 

(2) Every administrator of a group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic 

program  shall complete the continuing education requirements of this subdivision. 

(3) Certificates issued under this section shall expire every two years on the anniversary date of the initial 

issuance of the certificate, except that any administrator receiving his or her initial certification on or after 

July 1, 1999, shall make an irrevocable election to have his or her recertification date for any subsequent 

recertification either on the date two years from the date of issuance of the certificate or on the 

individualôs birthday during the second calendar year following certification. The department shall send a 

renewal notice to the certificate holder 90 days prior to the expiration date of the certificate. If  the 

certificate is not renewed prior to its expiration date, reinstatement shall only be permitted after the 

certificate holder has paid a delinquency fee equal to three times the renewal fee and has provided 

evidence of completion of the continuing education required. 

(4) To renew a certificate, the certificate holder shall, on or before the certificate expiration date, request 

renewal by submitting to the department documentation of completion of the required continuing 

education courses and pay the renewal fee of one hundred dollars ($100), irrespective of receipt of the 

departmentôs notification of the renewal. A renewal request postmarked on or before the expiration of the 

certificate shall be proof of compliance with this paragraph. 

(5) A suspended or revoked certificate shall be subject to expiration as provided for in this section. If  

reinstatement of the certificate is approved by the department, the certificate holder, as a condition 

precedent to reinstatement, shall submit proof of compliance with paragraphs (1) and (2) of this 

subdivision, and shall pay a fee in an amount equal to the renewal fee, plus the delinquency fee, if  any, 

accrued at the time of its revocation or suspension. Delinquency fees, if  any, accrued subsequent to the 
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time of its revocation or suspension and prior to an order for reinstatement, shall be waived for a period of 

12 months to allow the individual sufficient time to complete the required continuing education units and 

to submit the required documentation. Individuals whose certificates will  expire within 90 days after the 

order for reinstatement may be granted a three-month extension to renew their certificates during which 

time the delinquency fees shall not accrue. 

(6) A certificate that is not renewed within four years after its expiration shall not be renewed, restored, 

reissued, or reinstated except upon completion of a certification training program, passing any test that 

may be required of an applicant for a new certificate at that time, and paying the appropriate fees 

provided for in this section. 

(7) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be charged for the reissuance of a lost certificate. 

(8) A certificate holder shall inform the department of his or her employment status and change of 

mailing address within 30 days of any change. 

(i) Unless otherwise ordered by the department, the certificate shall be considered forfeited under either of 

the following conditions: 

(1) The department has revoked any license held by the administrator after the department issued the 

certificate. 

(2) The department has issued an exclusion order against the administrator pursuant to Section 1558, 

1568.092, 1569.58, or 1596.8897, after the department issued the certificate, and the administrator did not 

appeal the exclusion order or, after the appeal, the department issued a decision and order that upheld the 

exclusion order. 

(j) (1) The department, in consultation and collaboration with county placement officials, provider 

organizations, the State Department of Health Care Services, and the State Department of Developmental 

Services, shall establish, by regulation, the program content, the testing instrument, the process for 

approving administrator certification training programs, and criteria to be used in authorizing individuals, 

organizations, or educational institutions to conduct certification training programs and continuing 

education courses. The department may also grant continuing education hours for continuing courses 

offered by accredited educational institutions that are consistent with the requirements in this section. The 

department may deny vendor approval to any agency or person in any of the following circumstances: 

(A) The applicant has not provided the department with evidence satisfactory to the department of the 

ability of the applicant to satisfy the requirements of vendorization set out in the regulations adopted by 

the department. 

(B) The applicant person or agency has a conflict of interest in that the person or agency places its clients 

in group homes or short-term residential treatment centers. therapeutic programs.  

(C) The applicant public or private agency has a conflict of interest in that the agency is mandated to 

place clients in group homes or short-term residential treatment centers therapeutic programs  and to pay 

directly for the services. The department may deny vendorization to this type of agency only as long as 

there are other vendor programs available to conduct the certification training programs and conduct 

education courses. 

(2) The department may authorize vendors to conduct the administratorôs certification training program 

pursuant to this section. The department shall conduct the written test pursuant to regulations adopted by 

the department. 

(3) The department shall prepare and maintain an updated list of approved training vendors. 
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(4) The department may inspect administrator certification training programs and continuing education 

courses, including online courses, at no charge to the department, to determine if  content and teaching 

methods comply with regulations. If  the department determines that any vendor is not complying with the 

requirements of this section, the department shall take appropriate action to bring the program into 

compliance, which may include removing the vendor from the approved list. 

(5) The department shall establish reasonable procedures and timeframes not to exceed 30 days for the 

approval of vendor training programs. 

(6) The department may charge a reasonable fee, not to exceed one hundred fifty  dollars ($150) every two 

years, to certification program vendors for review and approval of the initial 40-hour training program 

pursuant to subdivision (c). The department may also charge the vendor a fee, not to exceed one hundred 

dollars ($100) every two years, for the review and approval of the continuing education courses needed 

for recertification pursuant to this subdivision. 

(7) (A) A vendor of online programs for continuing education shall ensure that each online course 

contains all of the following: 

(i) An interactive portion in which the participant receives feedback, through online communication, 

based on input from the participant. 

(ii)  Required use of a personal identification number or personal identification information to confirm the 

identity of the participant. 

(iii)  A final screen displaying a printable statement, to be signed by the participant, certifying that the 

identified participant completed the course. The vendor shall obtain a copy of the final screen statement 

with the original signature of the participant prior to the issuance of a certificate of completion. The 

signed statement of completion shall be maintained by the vendor for a period of three years and be 

available to the department upon demand. Any person who certifies as true any material matter pursuant 

to this clause that he or she knows to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(B) Nothing in this subdivision shall prohibit the department from approving online programs for 

continuing education that do not meet the requirements of subparagraph (A) if  the vendor demonstrates to 

the departmentôs satisfaction that, through advanced technology, the course and the course delivery meet 

the requirements of this section. 

(k) The department shall establish a registry for holders of certificates that shall include, at a minimum, 

information on employment status and criminal record clearance. 

(l) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, vendors approved by the department who exclusively provide 

either initial or continuing education courses for certification of administrators of a group home or short-

term residential treatment center therapeutic program  as defined by regulations of the department, an 

adult residential facility as defined by regulations of the department, or a residential care facility for the 

elderly as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 1569.2, shall be regulated solely by the department 

pursuant to this chapter. No other state or local governmental entity shall be responsible for regulating the 

activity of those vendors. 

SEC. 33. 
 Section 1522.43 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.43. 
 (a) (1) For the duties the department imposes on a group home administrator or short-term 

residential treatment center therapeutic program  administrator in this chapter and in regulations adopted 

by the department, every group home and short-term residential treatment center therapeutic 
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program  shall state in its plan of operation, the number of hours per week that the administrator shall 

spend completing those duties and how the group home administrator or short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  administrator shall accomplish those duties, including use of support 

personnel. 

(2) For initial applicants, the information in paragraph (1) shall be contained in the plan of operation 

submitted to the department in the application. 

(3) For current licensees, the licensee shall submit an amended plan of operation that contains the 

information required by paragraph (1) within six months of the effective date of this section. For changes 

in the group home administrator duties imposed by the department in this chapter or in regulations, a 

current licensee shall have six months after the effective date of those duties to submit an amended plan 

of operation to reflect the new administrator duties. 

(b) (1) The department may review a group homeôs or short-term residential treatment 

centerôs therapeutic programôs  plan of operation to determine if  the plan of operation is sufficient to 

ensure that the facility will  operate in compliance with applicable licensing laws and regulations. As part 

of the review, the department may request that a peer review panel review the plan of operation for a 

group home as prescribed in paragraph (2), or for a short-term residential treatment center therapeutic 

program  as prescribed in paragraph (3). 

(2) The peer review panel shall consist of two representatives from the department, including one from 

the unit that governs programs and one from the unit that governs licensing, a qualified group home 

administrator, an experienced group home provider in good standing, and a member or members from the 

placement agency or agencies that place children in group homes, and may also include the local county 

behavioral health department, as appropriate. 

(3) The peer review panel shall consist of two representatives from the department, including one from 

the unit that governs programs and one from the unit that governs licensing, a qualified short-term 

residential treatment center therapeutic program  administrator, a short-term residential treatment 

center therapeutic program  provider in good standing, and a member or members from the placement 

agency or agencies that place children in short-term residential treatment centers, therapeutic 

programs,  and may also include the local county behavioral health department, as appropriate. 

(c) A group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall develop a daily 

schedule of activities for the children at the facility. The facility shall have this schedule available for 

inspection by the department. The activities in which the children are scheduled to participate shall be 

designed to meet the needs of the individual child, and shall be based on that childôs needs and services 

plan. 

(d) The department shall establish a process, no later than January 1, 2017, for convening the peer review 

panel as set forth in subdivision (b) for review of the plans of operation for short-term 

residential treatment centers, therapeutic programs,  and shall develop this process in consultation with 

the County Welfare Directors Association of California, Chief Probation Officers of California, County 

Behavioral Health Directors Association of California, and stakeholders. 

SEC. 34. 
 Section 1522.44 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.44. 
 (a) It is the policy of the state that caregivers of children in foster care possess knowledge and skills 

relating to the reasonable and prudent parent standard, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 362.05 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. 
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(b) Except for licensed foster family homes and  homes,  certified family homes, and resource families 

approved by a foster family agency,  each licensed community care facility that provides care and 

supervision to children and operates with staff shall designate at least one onsite staff member to apply 

the reasonable and prudent parent standard to decisions involving the participation of a child who is 

placed in the facility in age or developmentally appropriate activities in accordance with the requirements 

of Section 362.05 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, Section 671(a)(10) of Title 42 of the United 

States Code, and the regulations adopted by the department pursuant to this chapter. 

(c) A licensed and certified foster parent  parent, resource family,  or facility staff member, as described 

in subdivision (b), shall receive training related to the reasonable and prudent parent standard that is 

consistent with Section 671(a)(24) of Title 42 of the United States Code. This training shall include 

knowledge and skills relating to the reasonable and prudent parent standard for the participation of the 

child in age or developmentally appropriate activities, including knowledge and skills relating to the 

developmental stages of the cognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities of a child, and 

knowledge and skills relating to applying the standard to decisions such as whether to allow the child to 

engage in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities, including sports, field trips, and 

overnight activities lasting one or more days, and to decisions involving the signing of permission slips 

and arranging of transportation for the child to and from extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities. 

(d) This section does not apply to runaway and homeless youth shelters as defined in paragraph (14) of 

subdivision (a) of Section 1502. 

SEC. 34.5. 
 Section 1522.44 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1522.44. 
 (a) It is the policy of the state that caregivers of children in foster care possess knowledge and skills 

relating to the reasonable and prudent parent standard, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 362.05 of 

the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(b) Except for licensed foster family homes and  homes,  certified family homes, and resource families 

approved by a foster family agency,  each licensed community care facility that provides care and 

supervision to children and operates with staff shall designate at least one onsite staff member to apply 

the reasonable and prudent parent standard to decisions involving the participation of a child who is 

placed in the facility in age or developmentally appropriate activities in accordance with the requirements 

of Section 362.05 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, Section 671(a)(10) of Title 42 of the United 

States Code, and the regulations adopted by the department pursuant to this chapter. 

(c) A licensed and certified foster parent  parent, resource family,  or facility staff member, as described 

in subdivision (b), shall receive training related to the reasonable and prudent parent standard that is 

consistent with Section 671(a)(24) of Title 42 of the United States Code. This training shall include 

knowledge and skills relating to the reasonable and prudent parent standard for the participation of the 

child in age or developmentally appropriate activities, including knowledge and skills relating to the 

developmental stages of the cognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities of a child, and 

knowledge and skills relating to applying the standard to decisions such as whether to allow the child to 

engage in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities, including sports, field trips, and 

overnight activities lasting one or more days, and to decisions involving the signing of permission slips 

and arranging of transportation for the child to and from extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities. 

(d) This section does not apply to a  runaway and homeless youth shelters as defined in paragraph (14) 

of  shelter, a private alternative boarding school, or a private alternative outdoor program, as those 

terms are defined, respectively, in  subdivision (a) of Section 1502. 
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SEC. 35. 
 Section 1523.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1523.1. 
 (a) (1) An application fee adjusted by facility and capacity shall be charged by the department for the 

issuance of a license. After initial licensure, a fee shall be charged by the department annually on each 

anniversary of the effective date of the license. The fees are for the purpose of financing the activities 

specified in this chapter. Fees shall be assessed as follows, subject to paragraph (2): 

Fee Schedule 

Facility Type Capacity 

Initial  

Application Annual 

Foster Family and  

Adoption Agencies   $3,025 $1,513 

Adult Day Programs 

  1ï15   $182   $91 

 16ï30   $303  $152 

 31ï60   $605  $303 

 61ï75   $758  $378 

 76ï90   $908  $454 

 91ï120  $1,210  $605 

121+  $1,513  $757 

    

Other Community  

Care Facilities 

  1ï3   $454  $454 

  4ï6   $908  $454 

  7ï15  $1,363  $681 

 16ï30  $1,815  $908 

 31ï49  $2,270 $1,135 

   50ï74  $2,725 $1,363 

   75ï100  $3,180 $1,590 

  101ï150    $3,634 $1,817 

  151ï200    $4,237 $2,119 

  201ï250    $4,840 $2,420 
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  251ï300    $5,445 $2,723 

  301ï350    $6,050 $3,025 

  351ï400    $6,655    $3,328 

  401ï500      $7,865    $3,933 

  501ï600      $9,075    $4,538 

  601ï700     $10,285    $5,143 

  701+     $12,100    $6,050 

(2) (A) The Legislature finds that all revenues generated by fees for licenses computed under this section 

and used for the purposes for which they were imposed are not subject to Article XIII B of the California 

Constitution. 

(B) The department, at least every five years, shall analyze initial application fees and annual fees issued 

by it to ensure the appropriate fee amounts are charged. The department shall recommend to the 

Legislature that fees established by the Legislature be adjusted as necessary to ensure that the amounts are 

appropriate. 

(b) (1) In addition to fees set forth in subdivision (a), the department shall charge the following fees: 

(A) A fee that represents 50 percent of an established application fee when an existing licensee moves the 

facility to a new physical address. 

(B) A fee that represents 50 percent of the established application fee when a corporate licensee changes 

who has the authority to select a majority of the board of directors. 

(C) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) when an existing licensee seeks to either increase or decrease the 

licensed capacity of the facility. 

(D) An orientation fee of fif ty dollars ($50) for attendance by any individual at a department-sponsored 

orientation session. 

(E) A probation monitoring fee equal to the current annual fee, in addition to the current annual fee for 

that category and capacity for each year a license has been placed on probation as a result of a stipulation 

or decision and order pursuant to the administrative adjudication procedures of the Administrative 

Procedure Act (Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 11400) and Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 

11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code). 

(F) A late fee that represents an additional 50 percent of the established current annual fee when any 

licensee fails to pay the current annual licensing fee on or before the due date as indicated by postmark on 

the payment. 

(G) A fee to cover any costs incurred by the department for processing payments including, but not 

limited to, bounced check charges, charges for credit and debit transactions, and postage due charges. 

(H) A plan of correction fee of two hundred dollars ($200) when any licensee does not implement a plan 

of correction on or prior to the date specified in the plan. 

(2) Foster family homes and resource family homes approved by a foster family agency  shall be exempt 

from the fees imposed pursuant to this subdivision. 
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(3) Foster family agencies shall be annually assessed eighty-eight dollars ($88) for each home 

certified  certified family home and resource family certified or approved  by the agency. 

(4) No local jurisdiction shall impose any business license, fee, or tax for the privilege of operating a 

facility licensed under this chapter which serves six or fewer persons. 

(c) (1) The revenues collected from licensing fees pursuant to this section shall be utilized by the 

department for the purpose of ensuring the health and safety of all individuals provided care and 

supervision by licensees and to support activities of the licensing program, including, but not limited to, 

monitoring facilities for compliance with licensing laws and regulations pursuant to this chapter, and 

other administrative activities in support of the licensing program, when appropriated for these purposes. 

The revenues collected shall be used in addition to any other funds appropriated in the Budget Act in 

support of the licensing program. The department shall adjust the fees collected pursuant to this section as 

necessary to ensure that they do not exceed the costs described in this paragraph. 

(2) The department shall not utilize any portion of these revenues sooner than 30 days after notification in 

writing of the purpose and use of this revenue, as approved by the Director of Finance, to the Chairperson 

of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, and the chairpersons of the committee in each house that 

considers appropriations for each fiscal year. The department shall submit a budget change proposal to 

justify any positions or any other related support costs on an ongoing basis. 

(d) A facility may use a bona fide business check to pay the license fee required under this section. 

(e) The failure of an applicant or licensee to pay all applicable and accrued fees and civil  penalties shall 

constitute grounds for denial or forfeiture of a license. 

SEC. 35.5. 
 Section 1523.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1523.1. 
 (a) (1) An application fee adjusted by facility and capacity shall be charged by the department for the 

issuance of a license. After initial licensure, a fee shall be charged by the department annually on each 

anniversary of the effective date of the license. The fees are for the purpose of financing the activities 

specified in this chapter. Fees shall be assessed as follows, subject to paragraph (2): 

Fee Schedule 

Facility Type Capacity 

Initial  

Application Annual 

Foster Family and  

Adoption Agencies   $3,025 $1,513 

Adult Day Programs 

  1ï15   $182   $91 

 16ï30   $303  $152 

 31ï60   $605  $303 

 61ï75   $758  $378 

 76ï90   $908  $454 
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 91ï120  $1,210  $605 

121+  $1,513  $757 

    

Other Community  

Care Facilities 

  1ï3   $454  $454 

  4ï6   $908  $454 

  7ï15  $1,363  $681 

 16ï30  $1,815  $908 

 31ï49  $2,270 $1,135 

   50ï74  $2,725 $1,363 

   75ï100  $3,180 $1,590 

  101ï150    $3,634 $1,817 

  151ï200    $4,237 $2,119 

  201ï250    $4,840 $2,420 

  251ï300    $5,445 $2,723 

  301ï350    $6,050 $3,025 

  351ï400    $6,655    $3,328 

  401ï500      $7,865    $3,933 

  501ï600      $9,075    $4,538 

  601ï700     $10,285    $5,143 

  701+     $12,100    $6,050 

(2) (A) The Legislature finds that all revenues generated by fees for licenses computed under this section 

and used for the purposes for which they were imposed are not subject to Article XIII B of the California 

Constitution. 

(B) The department, at least every five years, shall analyze initial application fees and annual fees issued 

by it to ensure the appropriate fee amounts are charged. The department shall recommend to the 

Legislature that fees established by the Legislature be adjusted as necessary to ensure that the amounts are 

appropriate. 

(b) (1) In addition to fees set forth in subdivision (a), the department shall charge the following fees: 

(A) A fee that represents 50 percent of an established application fee when an existing licensee moves the 

facility to a new physical address. 
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(B) A fee that represents 50 percent of the established application fee when a corporate licensee changes 

who has the authority to select a majority of the board of directors. 

(C) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) when an existing licensee seeks to either increase or decrease the 

licensed capacity of the facility. 

(D) An orientation fee of fifty  dollars ($50) for attendance by any individual at a department-sponsored 

orientation session. 

(E) A probation monitoring fee equal to the current annual fee, in addition to the current annual fee for 

that category and capacity for each year a license has been placed on probation as a result of a stipulation 

or decision and order pursuant to the administrative adjudication procedures of the Administrative 

Procedure Act (Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 11400) and Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 

11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code). 

(F) A late fee that represents an additional 50 percent of the established current annual fee when any 

licensee fails to pay the current annual licensing fee on or before the due date as indicated by postmark on 

the payment. 

(G) A fee to cover any costs incurred by the department for processing payments including, but not 

limited to, bounced check charges, charges for credit and debit transactions, and postage due charges. 

(H) A plan of correction fee of two hundred dollars ($200) when any licensee does not implement a plan 

of correction on or prior to the date specified in the plan. 

(I) Additional fees established by the department by regulation for private alternative boarding schools 

and private alternative outdoor programs, as necessary to regulate those licensees. 

(2) Foster family homes and resource family homes approved by a foster family agency  shall be exempt 

from the fees imposed pursuant to this subdivision. 

(3) Foster family agencies shall be annually assessed eighty-eight dollars ($88) for each home 

certified  certified family home and resource family certified or approved  by the agency. 

(4) No local jurisdiction shall impose any business license, fee, or tax for the privilege of operating a 

facility licensed under this chapter which serves six or fewer persons. 

(c) (1) The revenues collected from licensing fees pursuant to this section shall be utilized by the 

department for the purpose of ensuring the health and safety of all individuals provided care and 

supervision by licensees and to support activities of the licensing program, including, but not limited to, 

monitoring facilities for compliance with licensing laws and regulations pursuant to this chapter, and 

other administrative activities in support of the licensing program, when appropriated for these purposes. 

The revenues collected shall be used in addition to any other funds appropriated in the Budget Act in 

support of the licensing program. The department shall adjust the fees collected pursuant to this section as 

necessary to ensure that they do not exceed the costs described in this paragraph. 

(2) The department shall not utilize any portion of these revenues sooner than 30 days after notification in 

writing of the purpose and use of this revenue, as approved by the Director of Finance, to the Chairperson 

of the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, and the chairpersons of the committee in each house that 

considers appropriations for each fiscal year. The department shall submit a budget change proposal to 

justify any positions or any other related support costs on an ongoing basis. 

(d) A facility may use a bona fide business check to pay the license fee required under this section. 

(e) The failure of an applicant or licensee to pay all applicable and accrued fees and civil  penalties shall 

constitute grounds for denial or forfeiture of a license. 
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SEC. 36. 
 Section 1524.6 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1524.6. 
 (a) In addition to any other requirement of this chapter, any group home or short-term 

residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  as defined by regulations of the department, providing 

care for any number of persons, that is not already subject to the requirements of Section 1524.5, shall 

provide a procedure approved by the licensing agency for immediate response to incidents and 

complaints, as defined by regulations of the department. This procedure shall include a method of 

ensuring that the owner, licensee, or person designated by the owner or licensee is notified of the incident 

or complaint, that the owner, licensee, or person designated by the owner or licensee has personally 

investigated the matter, and that the person making the complaint or reporting the incident has received a 

written response, within 30 days of receiving the complaint, of action taken, or a reason why no action 

needs to be taken. 

(b) In order to ensure the opportunity for complaints to be made directly to the owner, licensee, or person 

designated by the owner or licensee, and to provide the opportunity for the owner, licensee, or person 

designated by the owner or licensee to meet neighborhood residents and learn of problems in the 

neighborhood, any group home or short-term residential treatment center therapeutic program  shall 

establish a fixed time on a periodic basis when the owner, licensee, or person designated by the owner or 

licensee will  be present. At this fixed time, information shall be provided to neighborhood residents of the 

complaint procedure pursuant to Section 1538. 

(c) Facilities shall establish procedures to comply with the requirements of this section on or before July 

1, 2005. 

(d) This section shall not apply to family homes certified by foster family agencies, foster family homes, 

and small family homes. It is not the intent of the Legislature that this section be applied in a way that is 

contrary to the childôs best interests. 

SEC. 37. 
 Section 1525.5 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1525.5. 
 (a)  The department may issue provisional licenses to operate community care facilities for facilities 

that the director  it  determines are in substantial compliance with this chapter and the rules and 

regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter, provided that no life safety risks are involved, as determined 

by the director. department.  In determining whether any life safety risks are involved, 

the director department  shall require completion of all applicable fi re clearances and criminal record 

clearances as otherwise required by the departmentôs rules and regulations. The provisional license shall 

expire six months from the date of issuance, or at any earlier time as the director department  may 

determine, and may not be renewed. However, the director department  may extend the term of a 

provisional license for an additional six months at time of application, if  it is determined that more than 

six months will  be required to achieve full  compliance with licensing standards due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the applicant, provided all other requirements for a license have been met. 

(b)  This section shall not apply to foster family homes. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the department may extend the term of a provisional license issued to 

a foster family agency, not to exceed two years, if  it determines that this additional time is required to 

secure accreditation from an entity identified by the department pursuant to paragraph (8) of subdivision 

(b) of Section 11463 of the Welfare and Institutions Code and provided that all other requirements for a 

license have been met. 
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SEC. 38. 
 Section 1530.7 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1530.7. 
 (a) Group homes, short-term residential therapeutic programs,  foster family agencies, small family 

homes, transitional housing placement providers, and crisis nurseries licensed pursuant to this chapter 

shall maintain a smoke-free environment in the facility. 

(b) A person who is licensed or certified pursuant to this chapter to provide residential care in a foster 

family home or certified family home shall not smoke a tobacco product or permit any other person to 

smoke a tobacco product inside the facility, and, when the child is present, on the outdoor grounds of the 

facility. 

(c) A person who is licensed or certified pursuant to this chapter to provide residential foster care shall not 

smoke a tobacco product in any motor vehicle that is regularly used to transport the child. 

(d) For purposes of this section, ñsmokeò has the same meaning as in subdivision (c) of Section 22950.5 

of the Business and Professions Code. 

(e) For purposes of this section, ñtobacco productò means a product or device as defined in subdivision 

(d) of Section 22950.5 of the Business and Professions Code. 

SEC. 39. 
 Section 1530.8 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1530.8. 
 (a) (1) The department shall adopt regulations for community care facilities licensed as group homes, and 

for temporary shelter care facilities as defined in subdivision (c), that care for dependent children, 

children placed by a regional center, or voluntary placements, who are younger than six years of age. The 

department shall adopt regulations that apply to short-term residentialtreatment centers therapeutic 

programs  that care for children younger than six years of age. The regulations shall include the standards 

set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 11467.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(2) The department shall adopt regulations under this section that apply to minor parent programs serving 

children younger than six years of age who reside in a group home with a minor parent who is the primary 

caregiver of the child. The department shall adopt regulations under this section that apply to short-term 

residential treatment centers therapeutic programs  that provide minor parent programs serving children 

younger than six years of age. 

(3) To the extent that the department determines they are necessary, the department shall adopt 

regulations under this section that apply to group homes or short-term residential treatment 

centers therapeutic programs  that care for dependent children who are 6 to 12 years of age, inclusive. In 

order to determine whether such regulations are necessary, and what any resulting standards should 

include, the department shall consult with interested parties that include, but are not limited to, 

representatives of current and former foster youth, advocates for children in foster care, county welfare 

and mental health directors, chief probation officers, representatives of care providers, experts in child 

development, and representatives of the Legislature. The standards may provide normative guidelines 

differentiated by the needs specific to children in varying age ranges that fall between 6 and 12 years of 

age, inclusive. Prior to adopting regulations, the department shall submit for public comment, by July 1, 

2017, any proposed regulations. 
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(b) The regulations shall include physical environment standards, including staffing and health and safety 

requirements, that meet or exceed state child care standards under Title 5 and Title 22 of the California 

Code of Regulations. 

(c) For purposes of this section, a ñtemporary shelter care facilityò means any residential facility that 

meets all of the following requirements: 

(1) It is owned and operated by the county or on behalf of a county by a private, nonprofit agency. 

(2) It is a 24-hour facility that provides no more than 10 calendar days of residential care and supervision 

for children under 18 years of age who have been removed from their homes as a result of abuse or 

neglect, as defined in Section 300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or both. 

(d) (1) The department may license a temporary shelter care facility pursuant to this chapter on or after 

January 1, 2016. A temporary shelter care license may be issued only to a county operating a licensed 

group home, or to an agency on behalf of a county, as of January 1, 2016. 

(2) The department shall consult with counties that operate these shelters as licensed group homes to 

develop a transition plan for the development of temporary shelter care facilities to address the unique 

circumstances and needs of the populations they serve, while remaining consistent with the principles of 

the act that added this subdivision. 

(3) These transition plans shall describe circumstances under which children will  be admitted for a period 

in excess of 24 hours and reflect necessary staffing levels or staffing transitions. 

(e) (1) A group home license issued to a county will  be forfeited by operation of law upon receipt of a 

license to operate a temporary shelter care facility as described in Section 11462.022 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude a county from applying for and being licensed as a short-

term residential treatment center therapeutic program  pursuant to Section 1562.01 or a runaway and 

homeless youth shelter pursuant to Section 1502.35, or a foster family agency as authorized by 

subdivision (b) of Section 11462.02 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

SEC. 40. 
 Section 1531.1 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1531.1. 
 (a) A residential facility licensed as an adult residential facility, group home, short-term 

residential treatment center, therapeutic program,  small family home, foster family home, or a family 

home certified by a foster family agency may install and utilize delayed egress devices of the time delay 

type. 

(b) As used in this section, ñdelayed egress deviceò means a device that precludes the use of exits for a 

predetermined period of time. These devices shall not delay any residentôs departure from the facility for 

longer than 30 seconds. 

(c) Within the 30 seconds of delay, facility staff may attempt to redirect a resident who attempts to leave 

the facility. 

(d) Any person accepted by a residential facility or family home certified by a foster family agency 

utilizing delayed egress devices shall meet all of the following conditions: 

(1) The person shall have a developmental disability as defined in Section 4512 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 
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(2) The person shall be receiving services and case management from a regional center under the 

Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act (Division 4.5 (commencing with Section 4500) of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code). 

(3) An interdisciplinary team, through the Individual Program Plan (IPP) process pursuant to Section 

4646.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, shall have determined that the person lacks hazard 

awareness or impulse control and requires the level of supervision afforded by a facility equipped with 

delayed egress devices, and that but for this placement, the person would be at risk of admission to, or 

would have no option but to remain in, a more restrictive state hospital or state developmental center 

placement. 

(e) The facility shall be subject to all fire and building codes, regulations, and standards applicable to 

residential care facilities for the elderly utilizing delayed egress devices, and shall receive approval by the 

county or city fire department, the local fire prevention district, or the State Fire Marshal for the installed 

delayed egress devices. 

(f) The facility shall provide staff training regarding the use and operation of the egress control devices 

utilized by the facility, protection of residentsô personal rights, lack of hazard awareness and impulse 

control behavior, and emergency evacuation procedures. 

(g) The facility shall develop a plan of operation approved by the State Department of Social Services that 

includes a description of how the facility is to be equipped with egress control devices that are consistent 

with regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Section 13143. 

(h) The plan shall include, but shall not be limited to, all of the following: 

(1) A description of how the facility will  provide training for staff regarding the use and operation of the 

egress control devices utilized by the facility. 

(2) A description of how the facility will  ensure the protection of the residentsô personal rights consistent 

with Sections 4502, 4503, and 4504 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(3) A description of how the facility will  manage the personôs lack of hazard awareness and impulse 

control behavior. 

(4) A description of the facilityôs emergency evacuation procedures. 

(i) Delayed egress devices shall not substitute for adequate staff. Except for facilities operating in 

accordance with Section 1531.15, the capacity of the facility shall not exceed six residents. 

(j) Emergency fire and earthquake drills shall be conducted at least once every three months on each shift, 

and shall include all facility staff providing resident care and supervision on each shift. 

SEC. 41. 
 Section 1531.15 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read: 

 

1531.15. 
 (a) A licensee of an adult residential facility, short-term residential treatment center, therapeutic 

program,  or group home for no more than six residents, except for the larger facilities provided for in 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (k), that is utilizing delayed egress devices pursuant to Section 1531.1, may 

install and utilize secured perimeters in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(b) As used in this section, ñsecured perimetersò means fences that meet the requirements prescribed by 

this section. 
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(c) Only individuals meeting all of the following conditions may be admitted to or reside in a facility 

described in subdivision (a) utilizing secured perimeters: 

(1) The person shall  have a developmental disability as defined in Section 4512 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

(2) The person shall be receiving services and case management from a regional center under the 

Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act (Division 4.5 (commencing with Section 4500) of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code). 

(3) (A) The person shall be 14 years of age or older, except as specified in subparagraph (B). 

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a child who is at least 10 years of age and less than 14 years of 

age may be placed in a licensed group home described in subdivision (a) using secured perimeters only if  

both of the following occur: 

(i) A comprehensive assessment is conducted and an individual program plan meeting is convened to 

determine the services and supports needed for the child to receive services in a less restrictive, unlocked 

residential setting in California, and the regional center requests assistance from the State Department of 

Developmental Servicesô statewide specialized resource service to identify options to serve the child in a 

less restrictive, unlocked residential setting in California. 

(ii)  The regional center requests placement of the child in a licensed group home described in subdivision 

(a) using secured perimeters on the basis that the placement is necessary to prevent out-of-state placement 

or placement in a more restrictive, locked residential setting such as a developmental center, institution 

for mental disease or psychiatric facility, and the State Department of Developmental Services approves 

the request. 

(4) The person is not a foster child under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 300, 

450, 601, or 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(5) (A) An interdisciplinary team, through the individual program plan (IPP) process pursuant to Section 

4646.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, shall have determined the person lacks hazard awareness or 

impulse control and, for his or her safety and security, requires the level of supervision afforded by a 

facility equipped with secured perimeters, and, but for this placement, the person would be at risk of 

admission to, or would have no option but to remain in, a more restrictive placement. The individual 

program planning team shall convene every 90 days after admission to determine and document the 

continued appropriateness of the current placement and progress in implementing the transition plan. 

(B) The clientsô rights advocate for the regional center shall be notified of the proposed admission and the 

individual program plan meeting and may participate in the individual program plan meeting unless the 

consumer objects on his or her own behalf. 

(d) The licensee shall be subject to all applicable fire and building codes, regulations, and standards, and 

shall receive approval by the county or city fire department, the local fire prevention district, or the State 

Fire Marshal for the installed secured perimeters. 

(e) The licensee shall provide staff training regarding the use and operation of the secured perimeters, 

protection of residentsô personal rights, lack of hazard awareness and impulse control behavior, and 

emergency evacuation procedures. 

(f) The licensee shall revise its facility plan of operation. These revisions shall first be approved by the 

State Department of Developmental Services. The plan of operation shall not be approved by the State 

Department of Social Services unless the licensee provides certification that the plan was approved by the 
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State Department of Developmental Services. The plan shall include, but not be limited to, all of the 

following: 

(1) A description of how the facility is to be equipped with secured perimeters that are consistent with 

regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Section 13143.6. 

(2) A description of how the facility will  provide training for staff. 

(3) A description of how the facility will  ensure the protection of the residentsô personal rights consistent 

with Sections 4502, 4503, and 4504 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any applicable personal 

rights provided in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations. 

(4) A description of how the facility will  manage residentsô lack of hazard awareness and impulse control 

behavior, which shall emphasize positive behavioral supports and techniques that are alternatives to 

physical, chemical, or mechanical restraints, or seclusion. 

(5) A description of the facilityôs emergency evacuation procedures. 

(6) A description of how the facility will  comply with applicable health and safety standards. 

(g) Secured perimeters shall not substitute for adequate staff. 

(h) Emergency fire and earthquake drills shall be conducted on each shift in accordance with existing 

licensing requirements, and shall include all facility staff providing resident care and supervision on each 

shift. 

(i) Interior and exterior space shall be available on the facility premises to permit clients to move freely 

and safely. 

(j) For the purpose of using secured perimeters, the licensee shall not be required to obtain a waiver or 

exception to a regulation that would otherwise prohibit the locking of a perimeter fence or gate. 

(k) Except as provided in subdivision (k) of Section 4684.81 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the 

state shall not authorize or fund more than a combined total of 150 beds statewide in facilities with 

secured perimeters under this section and under Section 1267.75. The department shall notify the 

appropriate fiscal and policy committees of the Legislature through the January and May budget estimates 

prior to authorizing an increase above a combined total of 100 beds statewide in facilities with secured 

perimeters under this section and under Section 1267.75. 

(1) A minimum of 50 beds shall be available within programs designed for individuals who are 

designated incompetent to stand trial pursuant to Section 1370.1 of the Penal Code. These beds shall be 

within facilities that are exclusively used to provide care for individuals who are placed and participating 

in forensic competency training pursuant to Section 1370.1 of the Penal Code, except as provided in 

paragraph (2). No more than half of these facilities may have more than six beds and no facility may have 

more than 15 beds. 

(2) When, in the joint determination of the regional center and the facility administrator, an individual 

would be most appropriately served in a specific program, regardless of whether the facility meets the 

criteria established in paragraph (1), individuals who are not similarly designated may be placed in the 

same facility. That placement may occur only when the individualôs planning team determines that the 

placement and the facility plan of operation meet the individualôs needs and that placement is not 

incompatible with the needs and safety of other facility residents. 

(l) This section shall become operative only upon the publication in Title 17 of the California Code of 

Regulations of emergency regulations filed by the State Department of Developmental Services. These 

regulations shall be developed with stakeholders, including the State Department of Social Services, 


