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“For 100 years, Cathedral has stayed faithful
to its mission: form the mind in the ways of
academic excellence and the heart and
soul in the ways of heroic virtue and belief.”
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio
Please join us as we celebrate 100 Years of Greatness at our
various centennial events (see page 5).
Honor the legacy that is Cathedral!

D

ear Alumni and Friends of Cathedral,

With the successful conclusion of our 2013-2014 school year, we remember and honor our past, are
excited about our present and look forward to our future. In this newsletter, please find information
regarding our 100th Anniversary Celebration. I encourage all alumni and friends of Cathedral to join us
at these events to help celebrate this important milestone in Cathedral Prep history.
In 1914, Bishop Charles E. McDonnell, D.D. appointed the future Cardinal George Mundeleiin, D.D.,
to build and direct “Cathedral College of the Immaculate Conception.” Cardinal Mundelein was
Cathedral’s first rector. As we look back at our yearbooks, photos and rekindle memories, we are
reminded that Cathedral has a long illustrious history and under the leadership of Fr. Joseph Fonti, ’84,
Rector-President and Mr. Richie Diaz, ’96, Principal, Cathedral’s future is strong.
I invite you to visit the school and experience first hand the wonderful atmosphere. You will see young men develop
academically and spiritually under the guidance of our excellent faculty and administration. Also, as we prepare for the
2014 - 2015 academic year, the building is undergoing continued maintenance and upgrades, including new lockers and a
media center.
I want to thank our Alumni Executive Board for their efforts on behalf of Cathedral and our alumni. As we welcome new
Alumni President Vincent LaPuma, ’01, I would like to express our gratitude to Fr. Bill Sweeney, ’73 for his years of stewardship.
As we celebrate and recognize our 100 years of Catholic education excellence, we know that Cathedral’s strength is based
on the support of our alumni and friends. I thank you for your past generous assistance and prayers and ask for your support
as Cathedral continues to educate our future Catholic leaders.
Sincerely,

Tim McCleary

Director of Development and Alumni Affairs

Pathway to Prosperity and Promise

This summer our Statue of Mary located
in front of the school was cleaned and
refurbished along with the installation of
a new base to secure her. As part of this
project, a 350 brick walkway was placed
around the statue. Cathedral Prep is offering
brick engraving opportunities to recognize
your time at Cathedral, honor or remember
a loved one. This is your opportunity to be a
permanent part of the future of Cathedral,
and it is also a special way to keep memories
alive. The funds raised will go to the our
educational endowment fund and keep
Cathedral strong for her next 100 years. More
details are available on the alumni website at www.cathedralprepalumni.com or you can call
the Development and Alumni Office at 718-592-6800, Ext. 120.
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D

ear Brother Alumni & Friends of Cathedral,

As the incoming Alumni Association President of
Cathedral Preparatory School and Seminary, I wanted
to take a moment to introduce myself for those that do
not know me and to express my sincere gratitude to
Cathedral for giving me this great opportunity.
I attended Cathedral from 1997 to 2001. During my four
years at Cathedral, I was able to take advantage of a
stellar academic offering, a sports program that taught
you instead of pushing you, and a spiritual program
that was and still is unrivaled in the Catholic School
Community. Cathedral taught me values, morals and
how to be a good Catholic person. These values and
morals are the basis for good decision making. As a
Father Joseph Fonti, ‘84, Rector; John O’Brien, ‘01, Assistant Principal;
member of the Cathedral Sports Program, we won
Richie Diaz, ‘96, Principal; Vincent LaPuma, ‘01, Alumni Association President
multiple championships in baseball and basketball
under the tutelage of great coaches. We brought the first CHSAA New York City Championship, in basketball, to Cathedral
in my senior year. Currently, along with another alumnus Gary Lombardo, ’00, we own Grand Insurance Agency in Middle
Village, NY; a business we started from scratch in January 2007. We specialize in commercial property and casualty insurance
with licenses in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Florida.
When I was asked by Father Joseph Fonti, ’84, Rector,
to be the President of the Alumni Association my
immediate answer was a “yes”. I have always said
that Cathedral gave me the best four years of my
life. I met great friends and teachers there, a lot of
whom I still keep in touch with today. It is only right
that I give back to the school that made me who I
am today.
I would like to thank Father Bill Sweeney, ’73, for
his years of support as the President of the Alumni
Association. Having someone who is as well respected
and well known associated with Cathedral is a
blessing to all. Father Bill’s guidance has carried the
Alumni Association for years and will continue to be
the cornerstone of our work going forward.
As we approach the 100th Anniversary of Cathedral, I look forward to the support of all of our alumni in ensuring that Cathedral
lives on for another 100 years. As brother alumni, we can make that happen!

Vincent LaPuma, ’01
Alumni Association President

Join the Cathedral Community
Register online to receive monthly E-News, attend our alumni events, and catch up on important
news concerning Cathedral Prep, alumni and friends.

www.cathedralprepalumni.com

@CathedralPrep1

facebook.com/alumnicathedralprep

Cathedral Prep Alumni Association
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DATE: September 25, 2014
North Hills Country Club
You can also register to play and/or take a sponsorship online at:
www.cathedralprepalumni.com.
If you have any questions, please contact the Office
of Development and Alumni Affairs.
Phone: 718-592-6800, x. 137.

Blue & White Raffle

FOURSOME
$1,400
INDIVIDUAL GOLFER ($95 is tax deductible)
$350
INDIVIDUAL GOLFER (alum from 97’ present & priests) $300
DINNER ONLY ($20 is tax deductible)
$150

$2000 Prize
100 tickets sold @ $50 each

Sponsorship Opportunities
EVENT SPONSOR

$10,000

Includes foursome for golf, cocktails & buffet dinner for eight, a
recognition plaque presented during the awards ceremony, a pin and a
tee sponsor, an acknowledgment banner displayed at brunch and dinner,
and listing in our Program and the Annual Giving Brochure.

COCKTAIL & DINNER SPONSOR

$5,000

Includes foursome for golf, cocktails & buffet dinner for four, a recognition
plaque presented during the awards ceremony, a pin and tee sponsor,
an acknowledgement banner displayed at the brunch and dinner, and
listing in our Program and the Annual Giving Brochure.

BRUNCH SPONSOR

$3,000

Includes foursome for golf, cocktails & buffet dinner for four, a tee
sponsor, an acknowledgement banner displayed at the dinner, and a
listing in our Program and the Annual Giving Brochure.

PROGRAM SPONSOR

$1,000

GOLF CART SPONSOR

$1,000

LUNCH SPONSOR

$500

LONGEST DRIVE SPONSOR

$500

CLOSEST TO THE PIN SPONSOR

$500

PUTTING CONTEST SPONSOR

$500

PIN SPONSOR

$250

TEE SPONSOR

$150
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2013 Golf Outing Winning Foursome
Bonomo Family

100 Years of Greatness – Centennial Events
Where It All Began:
555 Washington Avenue

On Saturday, November 8, 2014, Cathedral Prep will host a celebration in Brooklyn – “Where It All
Began”. We invite all alumni (both sites) and friends of Cathedral to join us for Mass followed by
a casual dinner. We will gather at the new Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph, a block away from “555
Washington Avenue”. Bishop Paul Sanchez, ’66, will celebrate the Sunday Vigil Mass with the
reception to follow in St. Joseph’s lower hall. Tickets are $50 a person.

Where It Continues:

100th Anniversary Alumni Reunion
On Saturday, May 9, 2015, at Cathedral Preparatory
School and Seminary (Elmhurst), we will celebrate the
continuing legacy that is Cathedral Prep honoring all our
over 4,500 graduates. Join us for this important alumni
reunion. Bishop Raymond Chappetto, ’65, will celebrate
the Sunday Vigil Mass in the Chapel with a casual dinner
reception to follow in the Gymnasium. At this celebration
we will honor the 25th Anniversary Class of 1990 and 50th
Anniversary Class of 1965. Tickets are $50 a person.

100th Anniversary Gala

On Saturday, October 4, 2015, as we conclude our centennial celebration
we, alumni and friends of Cathedral, will return to Brooklyn to enjoy a gala
event with the Bishop of Brooklyn, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, at Gargiulo’s
Restaurant. At this reception, we will honor past and present rectors, priests,
and faculty as honorees for the Immaculata Award. A commemorative
journal marking this noteworthy milestone will be available for well wishes.
Gather your classmates, family, and friends to help us celebrate our 100
years in Catholic education. Tickets are $125 a person.

Register your attendance online for any of our Centennial Events at the Alumni Website
(www.cathedralprepalumni.com) or contact the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs at
(718) 592-6800, ext. 137/120 or at alumni@cathedralprep.org.
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2014 Immaculata Honorees Share A Connection –
Both Served Brooklyn Diocese as Superintendents of Schools
Monsignor Michael Hardiman, ’69, and Dr.
Thomas Chadzutko, ’73, have both served
the Brooklyn Diocese as superintendents
of our diocesan schools. Msgr. Hardiman
served the Education Office first as Director of
Planning for Education and then as Deputy
Superintendent. Dr. Chadzutko currently
serves as Superintendent of Schools. Both
Cathedral men were honored for their years
of service especially in the area of education
at the 2014 Immaculata and Alumni Reunion
on Friday, May 9th, at the Immaculate
Conception Center (Douglaston). In their
words of gratitude they highlighted the
influence and example of the faculty, both
clergy and laity, who had inspired them to
continue to serve the Church. In addition, the
25th Anniversary Class of 1989 and the 50th
Anniversary Class of 1964 were honored. To l. to r. Father James Rodriguez; Father James Kuroly, ‘98; Msgr. Michael Hardiman, ‘69;
all celebrating their anniversaries as well as Bishop Ray Chappetto, ‘65; Dr. Thomas Chadzutko, ‘73; Richie Diaz, ‘96; Father Joseph
to present and past Immaculata Honorees, Fonti, ‘84
we say “Ad multos annos!” Additional photos from the event can be viewed on our website’s Photo Gallery
(www.cathedralprepalumni.com) and there you can also catch news coverage of the event from NET-TV, the
diocesan news channel.

Class of 1964 with Father Fonti and Bishop Chappetto

Class of 1974 (Queens)

Class of 1974 (Brooklyn) with Msgr. William Flood

Class of 1989 with Father Fonti and Bishop Chappetto
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Saint Matthew’s Society Raises Over $26K
Jerry Magaldi, ’74, Chairman, Saint Matthew’s Society

The

mission of the Saint Matthew’s Society is to encourage people to come together
and share their talents whether personal or business with our Cathedral alumni
and friends. Our second objective is to raise funds from corporations or individuals for tuition
assistance for current students at Cathedral or those who desire to attend but cannot afford
to do so. On April 10, 2014, we held our Annual Dinner with over 110 people attending. The
companies present were there to share business opportunities with each other, offer services
to the individuals present, and make a financial donation to the tuition fund. Once again
everyone expressed that they enjoyed a night of spirituality, networking opportunities and a
phenomenal culinary event. We started the evening with a Mass said by Fathers Joseph Fonti,
’84, Rector-President, and Bill Sweeney, ’73, followed by a cocktail hour and a homemade
gourmet dinner. The meal was prepared by several alumni, including master chef, Billy
Carauna, ’72, Ana Reagan from EFT Network, Inc., and I along with the assistance of 12
Cathedral students.
Father Fonti opened the night by speaking about the mission of Cathedral to form “men for
greatness.” He also mentioned some of the changes and renovations to the school and how he emphasizes a family spirit for
each student. Father Fonti also introduced three transitional deacons (one alumnus, Father Felix Herrera, ’05) from St. Joseph’s
Seminary, Dunwoodie. All three were recently ordained to the priesthood in June. I encouraged all in attendance to network
with each other and take advantage of what each had to offer. I also explained the importance of our other mission to help
raise funds and asked those present to help in any way they could. Through Saint Matthew’s spirit and intersession, I believe
we have given our alumni a place to turn in time of need and to seek mentoring from other alumni. We have also given nonalumni and corporations an opportunity to network with each other. We have seen the results where companies who have
shared business cards, followed up with each other and created business opportunities. But mostly, it has expanded our family
to include all those attending that were never part of Cathedral.
I want to especially thank George Jathas (president of Card Processing) who helped sponsor the dinner and generously
donated to the tuition assistance program, and Steve Davis (the president of EFT Network) who also sponsored the dinner as
well as commit to a full scholarship for one student for four years. But I could not do this without the help of our committee
and Tim McCleary, Director of Development and Alumni Affairs, who pushes me to continue this mission and supports me
throughout the whole process. Because of the efforts of all in attendance (friends, family, alumni, my Signature Bank cohorts
and family, as well as IBI, Transactis, and Safe and Sound) we were able to raise over $26,000 for the tuition assistance program.
This event is becoming one of our bigger fund raisers and anyone who attended is impressed not only with the food but also
with our mission and by the character of our Cathedral men. But we cannot isolate this to one night of the year. Therefore, I
encourage everyone reading this article to become part of our family by helping in any way you can, please consider giving
to the Cathedral Prep Tuition Assistance Program. Thank you.
Additional pictures from the event can be found on our Facebook page at facebook.com/alumnicathedralprep.

SAVE THE DATE:
SAINT MATTHEW’S SOCIETY DINNER
APRIL 16, 2015 at CATHEDRAL PREP

The Seals of Cathedral
1914-1940s

1950s

Brooklyn
1960s-1985

Queens
1968-1994

1994-2013

2014
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Congratulations to Our Newly Ordained Alumni
Rev. Jeremy Canna, ’04, grew up as a member of St. Thomas Aquinas parish, Flatlands. He became
an altar server and was inspired by the example of his parish priests and Father Joseph Gancila, who
served his pastoral year at the parish. He attended Good Shepherd Elementary School and St. Agnes
Seminary (Marine Park); and studied at the Genesis Program at Xaverian H.S., Bay Ridge. For Father
Canna, the door to the priesthood opened when his parents suggested he consider attending high
school at Cathedral Preparatory Seminary, Elmhurst. During freshman year, he was impressed by
the priestly example of his teacher, Father Fred Marano, ’82, and he began “falling in love with all
things Catholic.” He went on to attend Cathedral Seminary Residence, Douglaston; Immaculate
Conception Seminary, Huntington; and St. Joseph Seminary, Yonkers, N.Y. During summers, he
assisted in the diocesan Archives Office. He earned his BA’s in psychology and philosophy and a
minor in theology at St. John’s University, Jamaica. He attained his MA in theology and divinity from
the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception. “Bishop Octavio Cisneros was a great example as
rector (of Cathedral Seminary Residence) and has been like a father figure to me,” he said. He served his pastoral year at Our
Lady Queen of Martyrs, Forest Hills, and his diaconate year in the neighboring parish of Our Lady of Mercy. Both experiences
enabled him to enter more fully in the lives of the people of God and minister with them in various ways, including music.
Father Canna offered his First Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Thomas Aquinas, Flatlands, and is assigned as parochial vicar of Our
Lady of the Snows (North Floral Park).
Rev. Felix Herrera, ’05, was born and raised in Blessed Sacrament parish, Jackson Heights. He studied
at Blessed Sacrament School; Cathedral Preparatory Seminary, Elmhurst; Cathedral Seminary
Residence, Douglaston; Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington; and St. Joseph Seminary,
Yonkers. He served his pastoral and diaconate years at Blessed Sacrament (Cypress Hills). He earned
his BA in philosophy from St. John’s University and his M. Div. from Immaculate Conception Seminary.
As a young child, he sat in awe of his pastor, Auxiliary Bishop Rene Valero, ’50. He sensed the bishop
was a “man of great faith” and saw that manifested in the care and concern he had for his flock.
He received support along the way from his parents, Felix and Rocio, who worked long hours to
ensure the best education for their four children. “Their main goal for us was Catholic school,” he
said. “They told us, ‘We work hard to give you a good education and the best education possible is
Catholic school.’” From his parish school to the prep seminary, he continued to discern his vocation
and credits several priests with guiding him along the way. Among the priests he considers “true
pathways to a life imaged in the likeness of Jesus,” are his former pastors, Bishop Valero and Msgr. Raymond Kutner, ’58;
and his spiritual director, Msgr. Thomas Caserta, ’70, whom he calls an “amazing mentor and friend.” But the person that
had the greatest influence on his vocation was his paternal grandmother, Gloria, who nourished her grandson with faith
and Ecuadorian food. She took him to Mass, taught him to pray the rosary and discussed God and the Church over homecooked meals at her kitchen table. Father Herrera offered his first Mass of Thanksgiving at Blessed Sacrament and is assigned
as parochial vicar of St. Joan of Arc (Jackson Heights).
Rev. Carlos Velásquez, ’05, born in Fort Greene, is the only son of Nicaraguan immigrants, Carlos
and Martha. He grew up as a member of Sacred Heart Church (Fort Greene), now part of Mary
of Nazareth parish, and attended PS 46 and JHS 113 before enrolling in Cathedral Preparatory
Seminary. He went on to Cathedral Seminary Residence (Douglaston); Immaculate Conception
Seminary (Huntington); and St. Joseph Seminary (Dunwoodie). He earned his BA in philosophy at St.
John’s University, Jamaica, and his MA in theology and divinity from the Seminary of the Immaculate
Conception. As part of his formation, he served several summers at St. Mary Star of the Sea and St.
Gertrude parish (Far Rockaway), while working at the Margert Community Corporation, a nonprofit housing organization originally founded by that Far Rockaway parish. He also completed a
summer assignment at DeSales Media Group. He served his pastoral year at the merged parish of
SS. Peter and Paul and Epiphany (Williamsburg), and his diaconate year at the Co-Cathedral of St.
Joseph. For Father Velásquez, there was never any question as to what God’s will was for his life. “I
have always wanted to be a priest,” he said. “I am very grateful that the Lord placed that desire in my heart at a very young
age.” Looking back, Father Velásquez credits Msgr. Walter C. Murphy’s (’49) with helping him to hear and answer God’s call.
“Watching him celebrate Mass drew me into the beauty of the priesthood, the beauty of the Church,” he said. He found
inspiration in other priestly role models, including Fathers John Gildea and James Cunningham, and Msgrs. Peter Vaccari (’69)
and Kieran Harrington (’89). “They all live lives of self-sacrifice and yet are still joyful men,” he said. Father Velásquez offered
his First Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral and is assigned as parochial vicar St. Sebastian (Woodside).
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65 YEARS
Rev. Msgr. Austin Bennett
Rev. Francis Labita, ’43
Rev. Msgr. William Rodgers, ’43
Rev. Joaquin Suran

Rev. Thomas Haggerty, ’58
Rev. Msgr. Raymond Kutner, ’58*
Rev. Msgr. Nicholas Silvio, ’58
Rev. Michael Vendetti, ’58
Rev. Msgr. Edward Wetterer, ’58

60 YEARS
Rev. Msgr. Gerard Arella, ’48*
Rev. Msgr. John Casey, ’48*
Rev. Eugene Coyle*
Rev. Ralph Guarracino
Rev. Edward Kiernan, ’48
Rev. Raffaele Zaccagnino

25 YEARS
Rev. Richard Bretone
Rev. Adnel Burgos
Rev. Christopher Cashman, ’76B
Rev. John Costello
Rev. Edward Kachurka, ’77B
Rev. Andrzej Klocek
Rev. Luis Laverde
Rev. Charles Oduro

50 YEARS
Rev. Alan Doyle, MM, ’57
Rev. Msgr. Martin Geraghty, ’59*

Alumni and Faculty of Cathedral Prep
Rev. Henry I. Benack, ’45
Mr. Wilfred Caron, ’51
Dr. Thomas Cloonan, Ph.D., ’57
Mr. Thomas Corrigan, ’79
Rev. Msgr. Edward Donnelly, ’48
Rev. Ralph Ferro, ’63
Rev. Msgr. Thomas H. Gradilone, ’44
Mr. James Heffler, ’63
Mr. Sean Kirby, ’78
Mr. Stephen Konopka, ’69
Sr. Barbara Ann Mullen, OP
Rev. Msgr. John Waldron, ’60
Rev. Edward M. Wroblewski, MM, ’45
Friends of Cathedral Prep
Mrs. Eleanor Chadzutko,
mother of Dr. Thomas Chadzutko, ’73
Mr. Peter D’Agostino, father of Adam D’Agostino, ’01
Rev. Matthew Flood, SJ, brother of Msgr. William Flood
(adjunct Spiritual Director, former Faculty)

*Former Rectors, Faculty & Staff

Mrs. Ines M. Gibino, mother of Rev. Joseph Gibino
(former Faculty)
Mr. Frank S. Godlewski, father of Frank Godlewski, ’80
Mrs. Janet Kelly, mother of Michael Kelly, ’09
Mr. Idowu Kingsley, father of Daniel Kingsley, ’07
Mrs. Laurie Knott, wife of Robert Knott, ’68
Mr. Anthony Manzi, father of Anthony Manzi, ’85
Mr. Fernando Marano, father of Rev. Fred Marano, ’82
(former Faculty, Rector-Principal)
Mrs. Amalia Martusciello,
mother of Vincent F. Martusciello, ’67
Rev. Walter A. Mitchell
Mrs. Linda Olwell, wife of Quentin Olwell, ’57
Mr. Richard Rella, brother of Dr. Joseph Rella (’68)
and Francis Rella (’77)
Mrs. Sharon Serpico, mother of Francis (’94)
and Philip (’98) Serpico
Mrs. Elizabeth Spiro Grossman,
mother of Allen Spiro, ’75
Mrs. Jennie Varvaro,
mother of Msgr. William A. Varvaro, ’58
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WAYS TO GIVE

Please prayerfully consider giving to our Annual Giving Program. Gifts of any size are appreciated
and will help keep Cathedral Prep affordable. Please know that whatever gift you make -- you make
a difference in the lives of the young men at Cathedral.
ONLINE GIVING
www.cathedralprepalumni.com
Click on the “Make A Gift” menu item.
You may donate to Cathedral using your
Mastercard or Visa.
STOCKS AND BONDS
Donating appreciate securities can provide tax
advantages. Retirement plan, life insurances, real
estate or securities, please call our office to discuss at:
(718) 592-6800 ext. 120.
PLEDGED GIFT
You may pledge a gift to Cathedral Prep and
arrange for payment installments. Please contact the
Development Office at: (718) 592-6800 ext 120.

PERSONAL CHECK
If you wish to make your gift by check, please
send checks payable to Cathedral Preparatory
School and Seminary.
Mail to:
Cathedral Preparatory School and Seminary
Office of Development & Alumni Affairs
56-25 92nd Street
Elmhurst, NY 11373
CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
Federal Tax ID number: 11-2138745
United Way Fund: 07340
If you have any questions about our Matching
Gifts Program please contact the Office of
Development and Alumni Affairs:
(718) 592-6800, ext. 120
alumni@cathedralprep.org

Moran Mass

Each year, the family of the late Thomas Moran, ’75, gathers
at Cathedral to celebrate the life and legacy of Tom. As a
proud alumnus, Tom often would regale his wife, Sue, and
his children with stories of his days at Cathedral. After his
death, Sue and her family have kept the annual tradition of
awarding a young man entering his senior year a scholarship
so that Tom’s love for Cathedral and the important life
lessons he learned can continue with a new generation.
The senior honored by the Moran family has to be a man of
service to the Cathedral community as well as the greater
area. This year, the Moran family granted the award to Mark
Boodram. Many thanks to the Moran family for their endless
support of Cathedral Prep. Tom is remembered in prayer
here at Cathedral and his love for Cathedral continues to
live in the lives of the young men like Mark.

Previous Moran Award Scholars:
John Dietrich, ’93
Dennis Hatzinger, ’94
Donald Powell, ’95
Christopher Otton, ’96
Marc Canton, ’97
John McCormack, ’97
Lawrence Mohrmann, ’98
Dennis Howlin, ’99
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Father Daniel Champoli, ’00
Craig Caruana, ’01
Matthew Moloney, ’02
Brett Wierzbicki, ’03
Brian Chambers, ’04
Father Felix Herrera, ’05
Matthew Zinser, ’07
Nicholas Mendes, ’08

Michael Knott, ’09
Timothy Harfmann, ’10
William Cassese, ’11
Brendon Harfmann, ’12
Ryan Quinn, ’13
William Tarrant, ’14

Crusaders are Ready for 2014-2015 Season

- Mr. John O’Brien, ’01, Assistant Principal, Athletic Director
As we prepare for the 2014-2015 school year, the athletic
program has undergone some recent changes. The program
has three new head coaches: Mr. Anthony Ciorciari will take
over the varsity soccer team, Mr. James Walsh will take over the
varsity basketball team, and Mr. William Oettinger, ’80, will begin
his third stint as our varsity baseball coach. We are grateful to
these men for their commitment to Cathedral.
Tryouts for the varsity soccer team will begin on August 18th. The
team looks to take the next step under coach Ciorciari this year
as the majority of its starters are returning. Following the example
of senior defenseman Miguel Flores, junior forward Daniel
Goncalves, and junior goalie Anhony Santagata, the entire
team is eager to begin the season and make a push through
the playoffs.

Cross country tryouts begin on August 20th. Under Coach Mary Gallagher, the team looks to continue its success
from last year, as many of the runners continued to set personal records throughout last season, and expect to do
the same this year. Senior Brendan Gallagher looks to become the third member of the Gallagher clan to reach the
state championships in four years.
Bowling tryouts will begin in early September. Under the leadership of seniors Andrew Mercaldi and Thomas Siano, the
team expects to compete for a division title this year.
All alumni and friends of Cathedral are always welcome to attend our games and competitions. We are always
grateful for your support.

ALUMNI…

If you know of a high school-bound student, looking
for the same Cathedral experience you had,
have them contact admissions in the Main Office.
Scholarship opportunities are available.
718/592-6800
www.cathedralprep.org
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Fr. Troike Summer Leadership Program Goes “Hollywood”
- Father James Kuroly, ‘98,
Director of Father Troike Program, Assistant Principal

For 47 years, the Father Edward
Troike
Summer
Leadership
Program at Cathedral Prep
has been molding young boys
into leaders. The theme of
this year’s summer program,
which lasts four weeks from July
7th – August 1st, is “The Father
Troike
Leadership
Program
Movie”, where each student
is auditioning for a role as a
leader.
The Troike program has been
a summer staple at Cathedral
Prep. Each day of the four-week
summer program begins with
academic classes for students
in sixth through eighth grade.
Individual subjects were offered as well as a training course for the TACHS and Co-Op examinations, the Catholic High
School entrance exams for the local dioceses. In keeping with the theme, each team of the afternoon sports program
is named after a movie such as “Men in Black” and “Ghostbusters”, and each classroom was nicknamed a Hollywood
studio like the Warner Brothers, Universal and Pixar.
The true gift of the program are the Cathedral Prep students who serve as the counselors. This was the vision of Father
Edward W. Troike and the other faculty members 47 years ago when they began this program. It was not so much the
leadership skills to be given to the students but rather to the counselors. The program is to provide Cathedral Prep students
with a different perspective on teaching and leadership. During the school year, they are normally sitting in the desks
listening and taking notes, but for the summer program, they serve as teacher aides and guide the students as mentors
and big brothers. One of the
characteristics of a real leader is
service. That is what Cathedral
instills in the students throughout
the year. Certainly that can
be seen in the work of the
counselors by their sacrifice
and their willingness to serve.
With another summer program,
the ideals that Father Troike
practiced are still alive at
Cathedral Prep – with the
counselors serving as leaders
while recognizing we all need
to be a follower of Jesus.
For more coverage on the
Father Troike Program, please
visit our Alumni Website (www.
cathedralprepalumni.com)
and click on “News.”
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Knights of Columbus Dongan Council
(#1251, Bay Ridge)
Raises $12,000 for Cathedral Prep

On June 27th, The Dongan Council held its 5th
Annual Golf Outing dedicated to the memory
of John J. “Big Bird” Moloney III, brother of Bill
Moloney, ‘71. This event benefits Cathedral Prep
students. John’s passion for life, his love of family
and friends, and his devotion to the Knight’s
charitable endeavors are well known. The fact that
it was his great desire to have this Outing continue
to benefit Cathedral’s Scholarship and Tuition
Assistance Funds is testament to the charity, unity,
fraternity of John Moloney. It is truly fitting that it is
named in his honor. Golf was played at the Marine
Park Golf Course followed by a full reception at
Gargiulo’s in Coney Island. In the evening, Richie O’Mara
and the Council’s golf committee presented a check
for $12,000 to Cathedral Prep. On behalf of Fr. Joseph
Fonti, ‘84, Rector-President, Richie Diaz, ‘96, Principal,
the administration, faculty and especially our students,
Tim McCleary, Director of Development & Alumni Affairs,
“thanked Richie, the golf committee, the Moloney family
and the entire Knights community.” We appreciate all
those who gave of their time and treasure participating
in honoring John Moloney and supporting Cathedral,
especially our Cathedral alumni who attended. Pictured
above the Dongan Council presents a check for $12,000
to Cathedral Prep and to the right all the Cathedral
Alumni who played a round of golf to benefit Cathedral
Prep

The Cathedral Club of
Brooklyn Scholarship

The Cathedral Club of Brooklyn, founded in 1900 under
the direction of Cardinal Mundelein (the first Rector of
Cathedral Prep), awarded a three-year scholarship
to Cathedral student, Joel Edouard, ’17. It is with great
gratitude that we thank the Co-Chairs of the Cathedral
Club Scholarship Program James B. McHugh and Craig
A. Eaton, as well as Board member Mark Cipolla and
Cathedral Club President Marty Cottingham.

13

Class of 2014

On Friday, May 30, our 27 men for greatness, the Class of 2014, began the day with Mass at Cathedral Prep. In the evening,
Bishop Paul Sanchez, ’66, and Rector-President Father Joseph Fonti, ’84, presided over our Commencement Exercises at The
Cathedral-Basilica of St. James. Alejandro Sanchez, the School President and winner of the QuestBridge’s Global Citizen
Award was our salutatorian. He plans to do a mission to Ecuador after graduation. Orian Del Fierro, this year’s Student-Athlete
of the Year, was our valedictorian. He will attend SUNY Maritime on a Cadet Appointment Program Full Scholarship. In addition,
David Bisono will attend St. John’s University and Cathedral Seminary House of Formation (Douglaston). All three young men,
as all of the graduates, encapsulate the mission of Cathedral Prep: to form young men for greatness to serve. Mr. Richie Diaz,
’96, Principal, noted that the Class of 2014 earned a total of over three-quarters of a million dollars in scholarships and awards,
all have received a NYS Regents Diploma, and 100% of the graduates will attend college, university or professional study
programs next year.
The Keynote Address to the Graduates was delivered by Chief Joseph Fox of the NYC Transit Bureau. In his address, Chief Fox
spoke of how life is like the brotherhood of the NYPD, FDNY, and all city services; we grow from dependence to independence
to interdependence forming a brotherhood with those who share our common ideals, hopes and ambitions.

Alejandro Sanchez, ’14 – Global Citizen Year Fellow
to Begin Service Project in Ecuador
Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends,
As a recent graduate of Cathedral, I find myself ready for the next chapter of
my life. Unlike most students, however, this next chapter does not skip straight to
college. Instead, my story takes me on an adventure to Ecuador for
the following year.
Having been accepted into St. John’s University on a full scholarship, I chose
to defer my admissions so that I may take part in Global Citizen Year (http://
globalcitizenyear.org), a premier bridge program designed to “unleash the
potential of a new generation of global leaders.” As a member of the Class of
2015 Global Citizen Year Fellows, I hope to develop the self-awareness, crosscultural fluency and grit needed to succeed in college, my career, and
throughout my life.
One of the main things I learned at Cathedral was that we, as Catholics, have
a responsibility to serve our community. In today’s ever-shrinking world, we are
able to serve people across all oceans. Global Citizen Year is giving me the
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opportunity to put what I learned at Cathedral into action through different apprenticeships in a variety of sectors including
environmental protection, public health, agriculture and agribusiness, technology, and education.
I will face many new challenges this upcoming year, but the very first starts now. One of our first tasks as a Fellow for Global
Citizen Year is to mobilize our network to fundraise towards a common goal of $250,000, where each Fellow is responsible for
raising $2,500 individually. Although strenuous, I know that I can reach this goal with your help! Please support by donating to
my fundraising page where all funds go straight to the scholarship fund that will aid next year’s group of leaders at:
http://donate.globalcitizenyear.org/AlejandroSanchez
All contributions are appreciated and definitely help towards my goal of $2,500.
Thank you so much for your support,

Alejandro Sanchez, ’14

Congratulations Class of 2014!

Our 2014 Men for Greatness

Jeffrey Bejarano		
David Bisono			
Rosario Campione		
Ian Colon			
Matthew Czyz			
Orian Del Fierro			
Alfred DeSilvestri		
Damian Diaz			
Ammon Douyon		
Javiar Espinal 		
Christopher Gaidis		
Liam Gallagher			
Charles Hogan			
Eryk Kozub			
Anthony Mark			
Timothy McQuail		
Robert Moffa			
Connor Mullan 		
Thomas Ormsby		
Marc Portelli			
Andres Ramirez		
Alejandro Sanchez		
Jack Schmidt			
William Tarrant 		
Ronald Vasquez		
Robert Zawadzki		
Daniel Zielinski			

CUNY York College
Cathedral House of Formation (Douglaston) – St. John’s University, NY
CUNY LaGuardia CC
St. John’s University, NY
CUNY New York City College of Technology
SUNY Maritime College
Adelphi University, NY
CUNY Queensborough CC
Long Island University C. W. Post
St. John’s University, NY
AWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS
CUNY LaGuardia CC
GIVEN TO THE CLASS OF 2014!
Molloy College, NY
CUNY Queensborough CC
Vaughn College of Aeronautics & Technology, NY
CUNY LaGuardia CC
SUNY Maritime College
St. John’s University, NY
Special program of study in Israel
Saint Peter’s University, NJ
Aveda Institute, NY
CUNY Borough of Manhattan CC
St. John’s University, NY
St. Joseph’s College, NY
CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Saint Peter’s University, NJ
SUNY College of Technology at Delhi
CUNY New York City College of Technology

OVER $750,000
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Celebrating 100 Y
ALUMNI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 25, 2014 22nd CATHEDRAL PREP GOLF CLASSIC
North Hills Country Club, Manhasset, NY
November 8, 2014 WHERE IT BEGAN: 100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph, Brooklyn, NY
April 16, 2015 SAINT MATTHEW’S SOCIETY DINNER HONORING CATHEDRAL’S 100th
Cathedral Prep, Elmhurst, NY
May 9, 2015 WHERE IT CONTINUES: CELEBRATING 100 YEARS – ALUMNI REUNION
Cathedral Prep, Elmhurst, NY
October 4, 2015 100th ANNIVERSARY GALA
Gargiulo’s Restaurant, Brooklyn, NY

