Cathedral Alum News
Fall / Winter 2010
Annual Alumni Reunion / Immaculata Dinner – May 13, 2011
HONORING:
Msgr. George T. Deas, '45
Lawrence Loesch, '67
&
The 50th (1961) and 25th (1986) Anniversary Classes
The Annual Alumni Reunion / Immaculata Dinner will be held at the Immaculate Conception Center,
Douglaston, NY on Friday, May 13, 2011 at 6:30 PM. Our Immaculata Dinner Chairmen's Committee
is looking forward to a large alumni turnout. The anniversary classes of '46, '51, '56, '66, '71, '76, '81,
'91, and '96 will also be recognized. Of course, all alumni, spouses, and friends of Cathedral Prep are
welcome to attend.

THE 2011 IMMACULATA HONOREES
Msgr. George Deas was raised in
the parish of Our Lady of the
Cenacle, Richmond Hill and
graduated from Cathedral
Preparatory Seminary in 1943
and Cathedral College in 1945. He
was ordained from the Seminary
of the Immaculate Conception,
Huntingon, in 1951. Msgr. Deas
was appointed to the faculty of
Cathedral in 1952 where he
taught English and Religion and was appointed
Spiritual Director in 1963. He was the first Spiritual
Director of Cathedral College, Douglaston, and was
appointed as one of the first Episcopal Vicars for the
Diocese of Brooklyn in 1970.
Upon completion of that assignment, Msgr. Deas was
named as Pastor of the parish of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament, Bayside, where he served until his
retirement in 1997. Since that time, Msgr. Deas has
lived at the Bishop Mugavero Residence in Douglaston
and has been active in assisting parishes, with
confession and Mass, as well as serving as a spiritual
director for many priests, deacons, religious, and lay
persons.

Larry Loesch entered
Cathedral Preparatory
Seminary in Elmhurst in
September 1963. He graduated
with the Class of 1967. Larry
joined the NYC Police
Department after graduating
college. He worked his way up
to the position of Chief, one of
the top rankings in the
department, before retiring.
After leaving the police department, Larry became
the Vice President and General Manager of Allied
Barton Security, a position he currently holds. He
was recently sworn as the NYC Chapter Chairman of
the American Society for Industrial Security.

Visit the Alumni website at
www.cathedralprepalumni.com
and register.

From The President’s Desk
I believe it was back in September 1969 the
first time I met Jim Dilg. He was my gym
teacher and I was just breaking 100 pounds.
A lot has changed since that fateful day but
Jim Dilg and Cathedral are still together.
Over the summer we all got word that Jim is
going to retire after the Hall of Fame Dinner
in January 2011 and Cathedral Prep is a
better place because of Jim Dilg.
I got to know Jim pretty well while at
Cathedral because I played basketball and was the varsity
basketball manager my junior and senior years. He was always
calm and to the point; not a man of many words but more of
character and actions. He always was an example for the men of
Cathedral to follow a man of faith, hope, and love.
When I became Alumni President, I got to work again with Jim
more closely and he was always someone who did so much but
never wanted the attention and the credit. In fact, at one event I
introduced Jim by saying he looks exactly the same as when I
met him, and Jim replied that it only meant that he looked 65
when he was 35! Jim never wanted the attention on himself but
he’s been the glue that has held the Alumni Association together.
February begins his well earned retirement and we pray it will be
long and happy. I just wonder if he’s going to make his
grandkids do jumping jacks??
God bless Jim and know you’ve made Cathedral the unique and
special place it has always been.
God bless,
Fr. Bill Sweeney, '73
President

YOU CAN'T TELL THE PLAYERS WITHOUT
A SCORECARD! - Faculty Changes
July 2010 was a time of changes in roles for many on the faculty
of Cathedral. With the retirement of Jim Dilg, Fr. Marano has
asked Fr. John Cush, '90, to assume the role of Director of
Development and Alumni Affairs, while remaining as Spiritual
Director and English, Fine Arts, Psychology and Theology
teacher.
To replace Tim McCleary, who served as Director of Stewardship
and Athletic Director, Joseph Dibs, '92, who teaches Latin and
History, was asked to become Stewardship Director and John
O'Brien, '01, who teaches History and English, became Athletic
Director.
To facilitate these changes, Fr. James Kuroly, '98, became the
Director of Recruitment, taking that role from Fr. Cush. Fr.
Kuroly also became the Director of Apostolic Works, freeing Joe
Dibs, who previously held that position.
In your kindness, please pray for these men, brother alumni, as
they help the young men of Cathedral Prep discover your
vocations!

From The Rector’s Desk
September 30, 2010
Feast of St. Jerome,
Doctor of the Church
Dear Alumni and Friends,
How blessed we are here at Cathedral
Prep Seminary! It was a glorious summer
here at Cathedral; we were blessed with
over 97 young men present in our halls for
our 43rd Annual Fr. Troike Leadership
Program. I thank Fr. John Cush, '90 for his
service as Director of this Program and all of our student
counselors. Troike continues to be one of the biggest draws for
young men to learn about Cathedral. Most of our present
students were Troike students first.
It was also a sad summer. We said goodbye to Msgr. Jim
Cooney, who served as our Spiritual Director since 2003 and
now is in residence at the Bishop Mugavero Residence in
Douglaston, as well as Fr. Kevin Abels, ’94, who was teaching
Theology here since 2008 and now serves as the Brooklyn
Diocesan Vocation Director. We also bid farewell to our
Athletic Director and Director of Stewardship, Tim McCleary.
Tim was a tremendous addition here to Cathedral, serving on
faculty since 2006 and will truly be missed. However, we were
truly blessed to have Bishop DiMarzio assign Fr. James Kuroly
'98 to the faculty and the addition of Terrence Kumar '05, to our
science department. Both men are alums of Cathedral and truly
are devoted to our Alma Mater.
Bishop DiMarzio gave us the great news that we can begin an
outreach in recruitment in the Diocese of Rockville Centre. We
thank Bishop Murphy and look forward to helping form young
men into future priests and lay leaders for the two dioceses.
I would be remiss if I did not recognize the retirement of Jim
Dilg, a living legend for us here at Cathedral Prep. For 46 years,
he was the model of a Catholic Christian gentleman for us here
at Cathedral. We thank him for all he done and we hope to
honor him in special ways in the near future.
Please know that you are prayed for daily here at our Mass. You
are always welcome to come home and visit us!
Ad Jesum Per Mariam!

Rev. Fred Marano, '82
Rector-Principal

18th Annual Cathedral Prep Golf Classic
Mike Cammarota, ’78, Golf Committee Chairman
The 18th annual Cathedral Golf Classic took place on Thursday, October 7, 2010 at the
North Hill Country Club in Manhasset, NY. It was raining when I
left my house in New Fairfield, Connecticut, but the weather cleared
up nicely and we had a gorgeous day.

Classmates Mike Cammarota and Vinny
Sceri (1978) and friends

The brunch started at 9:30 AM and was as fabulous as it always is.
We started golf a bit after 11. My foursome included Vinny Sceri
(another member of the class of 1978), two former residents of my
home town of Jackson Heights, NY, and me. While we didn’t win
any prizes, we had a fantastic time.

The winning foursome was Bill Oettinger, John Hagarty, Kevin Powers, and
Tim Keiley. The 2nd Place prize went to Lou D'Amico, John Fogarty, and
Mark Halton.

Fr. Cush thanking alumni &
friends for their
support.

Other winners included:
Longest Drive: Tim Keiley
Closest to the Pin: Peter Friel
Putting Contest: Tom Lee
Drinks and a generous array of appetizers were served at 5:30 PM, and
we closed out the night with raffles and auctions.
Mike Forde, ‘73 and Jim
Dilg

Many thanks to all those who were kind enough to come out and play,
as well as all those who worked diligently to make it a special day.

Thank you for allowing me to be the Chairman for this year’s event. In addition, please
congratulate next year’s Chairman, Paul Carr (Class of 1980), as he and the countless others
who are involved in putting the Golf outing together make the 2011 event even better.
Please do all that you can to help support Cathedral.

Fr. Kevin Sweeney, ‘88, Msgr. John
Brown, ’75 and Fr. Ed Mason, ‘76

Cathedral Prep Alums Become Knights of the Holy Sepulchre
The following alumni were inducted to the Equestrian Order of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre by Archbishop Timothy
Dolan at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York City on October 2, 2010:
Msgr. John Delendick, ’68 (Elmhurst), Pastor, St. Jude, Canarsie
Msgr. Peter Vaccari, ’69 (Elmhurst), Rector, Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington
Msgr. Michael Curran, ’72 (Brooklyn), Pastor, Blessed Trinity, Rockaway Point
Fr. Kevin McBrien, ’78 (Brooklyn), Pastor, St, Clare, Rosedale
We congratulate these alumni on this high ecclesiastical honor and pray that they may continue to exhibit the spirit of the
Cathedral Crusader in all their ministries.

Class of 2007 “Class Night”
The Class of 2007 had an Alumni Class Night on Friday, November 19, at
Cathedral Prep. Fr. John Cush, Spiritual Director and Director of Development,
’90, began the night with Evening Prayer at 6:00 PM followed by pizza and open
gym at 7:00 PM. The class coordinators, Matthew Zinser and David Rella,
would like to thank all who participated.
Top: Fr. John Cush, Michael Mahoney, Joseph Fortunat, Daniel Kingsley, Kirk Mondesir, Matthew Zinser,
Mr. Joseph Dibs
Middle: Jonathan Mall, David Rella / Bottom: John Holmes, Myles Ayoung, Nicholas Telmo

From the Development Office
August 2010

August 2010

Dear Alumni and Friends of Cathedral,

Dear Alumni and friends,

In September of 1964 I started my
teaching career at Cathedral Preparatory
Seminary. I was attending NY University
pursuing a Master’s Degree and assumed
that I would eventually move on to a
position at another school. Well, 46 years
later and here I am!!! Little did I know that God had another plan
in mind for me.
As we know, all good things must come to an end. So it is with
very mixed feelings that I want to tell you that I will be retiring
from Cathedral as of February 1, 2011. I guess you can say that it
is like a death. There is a sadness with the loss of a loved one but
the joyful memories remain with you forever. It has been both a
privilege and a blessing to have had the opportunity to teach the
young men who attend Cathedral. The friendships and associations
I have made with faculty, both priests and lay, staff, alumni from
the Brooklyn and Queens schools, parents, and friends of
Cathedral, will always be treasured.
The primary reason for retiring is to be able to spend more time
with my wife, Kathy, our children, grandchildren and family. They
have made many sacrifices that enabled me to work at Cathedral
all these years.
There are too many people to thank and I would not want to leave
anyone out. I can only thank all of you for the great support you
have given to me and Cathedral over the years.
Father Fred Marano ‘82, Rector-Principal has appointed Fr. John
Cush ’90, currently a faculty member and the Spiritual Director, to
the position of Director of Development as of September 1st, 2010.
I will continue as Director of Alumni Affairs until February 2011.
Joe Dibs ’92, a faculty member and Coordinator of Grants and
Foundations, will become the Director of Stewardship. Fr. John
and Joe have experienced life at Cathedral from both a student and
faculty perspective and are looking forward to continuing the work
of helping the school carry out its mission of providing young men
the opportunity to discern whether God is calling them to
priesthood. I know that you will give them your full support as
they move into their new positions. My role, until February 1, will
be to help make it a smooth transition.
Please know that you are in my prayers and I ask that you continue
to pray for and support. Cathedral Preparatory Seminary and its
mission.
God Bless You,

Jim Dilg

Cathedral Prep has been a major part of my
life since I first came through the doors as a
freshmen in 1986. I can assure you that I
am a priest thanks to the grace of Almighty
God and the prayers and example of the
teachers, both priests and laity, that I was
blessed to have in class at Cathedral from
1986-1990. Truly, I was blessed when Bishop DiMarzio assigned
me to teach at Cathedral and I hope that I can be a good influence
on the lives of the young men of Cathedral Prep in this new
millennium.
At Cathedral, I have taught Freshmen and Senior English,
Freshmen, Sophomore and Junior Theology, Senior Humanities,
Senior Psychology and Philosophy and Senior Fine Arts. I have
almost always been a senior homeroom teacher, only having the
freshmen in homeroom once!
I am fortunate to serve as the Director of the Father Troike
Leadership Program and I truly believe that the life and spirit of Fr.
Troike lives on in the young men with whom we're blessed to have
each summer, as well as our student counselors. Since 2008, I have
been serving as the Spiritual Director of Cathedral, coordinating the
school's liturgy and prayer life.
I look forward to working with each of you as the Director of
Development at Cathedral, following in the footsteps of one of my
heroes, Mr. Jim Dilg, who is the perfect Catholic gentleman. I look
forward to meeting each of you and, I assure you, that all of you and
your families are in my prayers daily, most especially at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass offered each day in our Chapel. If I can be of
any help to any of you, please never hesitate to ask! Please pray for
me as I begin this new phase in my ministry at Cathedral Prep
Seminary.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. John Cush '90

St. Matthew Society News
Gerard Magaldi, ’74, St. Matthew Society Chairman
It has come to the society’s attention that several current students are struggling with paying tuition and also that
several boys have not been able to attend Cathedral because of a lack of financial means. Our goal is to raise
enough funds that can be held in reserve to assist those boys who have a desire to be a priest but are being denied
the opportunity because of the tuition. If you are interested in sponsoring a student or making a gift please contact
Father Cush in the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs at the Prep at extension 137.
We are also hosting our annual networking event on March 10th, 2011. Again the evening will begin with Mass
and followed by a home cooked meal. More details will follow. Please keep us in your prayers as we continue to
help our Alumni and current students of Cathedral.

Cathedral's Financial Development Board Holds First Meeting for 2010 -2011
School Year
Mike Cox, ’74, Financial Development Board Chairman
On Tuesday , September 28, the Financial Development Board held it's first meeting for the current school year.
After the Summer hiatus there were a lot of new issues to discuss and some changes made.
I might add that although there were no formal meetings during the Summer there was no lack of communication
between board members who worked together to prepare a productive agenda and plan for the year ahead.
The “big news” for this year is the changing of the guard as Jim Dilg retires as Director of Development and Fr.
John Cush, ’90, takes the lead role in development endeavors ably assisted by Mr. Joseph Dibs, ’92, as Director of
Stewardship. Jim Dilg will continue as Director of Alumni Affairs until his official retirement in February.
During the Summer Fr. Cush contacted the board members and asked for our input in creating a “mission
statement” for adoption by the board as a proclamation of our identity and purpose and also for use as a guiding
document for our future endeavors. This task is near completion and a final draft should be adopted at our next
meeting in November. I am sure it will be published on the alumni website so that the Cathedral Community may
clearly know what our role in the life of the school is and will continue to be in the future
Many issues were discussed at the meeting including use of social and public media to promote the school, current
finances and financial resources, and leveraging the dynamism and success of other committees and boards
regarding specific events and fund raising activities. However, the most important issue discussed in detail was
the creation of a separate fund raising initiative exclusively for funding scholarships and tuition assistance that will
eventually be sustained through donor replenishment and investment. This has been identified by the Board as the
single most important issue for our focus and effort going forward and we are already developing a strategy to
begin work on this. In fact, we should be actively engaged in this effort by or before our next meeting.
I will close by saying that if this first meeting is any indication of what is to come for the year ahead it will, with
diligence and hard work , be a very productive year. We invite your ideas and input and ask that you contact us
through the Development Office with your ideas and suggestions. Thank you from all of us on the Board for your
continued support and for always keeping Cathedral in your hearts.

AT THE PREP
Cathedral Prep Hosts 43rd Annual Fr Troike Leadership Program

From July 6 to July 30, Cathedral Prep hosted the 43rd Annual Fr. Edward W. Troike Leadership
Program. This year, over 100 boys from Kings, Queens and Nassau counties spent their summer
learning, growing and praying with the students and faculty of Cathedral Prep. The Troike Program
consists of students from 6th, 7th and incoming freshmen.

One of the largest segments of the Program is the 6th grade class, begun by Fr. John Cush, '90, Program
Director, in which students from 6th grade get to experience high school in general and Cathedral Prep
in particular. The 7th Grade Program, the original Summer Program, changed in 2005 by Fr. Cush to
emphasis students' preparation for the TACHS (Test for Admission to Catholic High Schools),
continues to be the major draw into the school for recruitment. The Incoming Freshmen Program, introducing students to daily life in
Cathedral Prep, had more than 95% of our new freshmen present this summer.
We thank our head counselors, Kevin Freile, ’11, Orrin Kumar, ’11, and David Seixas-Garcia, ’11, for
all their hard work and we pray, through the intercession of Fr. Troike for the student-counselors,
teachers, and priests who served the Program and for those who will benefit from this great Program.

Bishop Murphy's Visit to Cathedral Prep
Fr. John Cush, ’90, Director of Development / Spiritual Director
On Tuesday, October 28, 2010, Cathedral Prep was blessed to have the Most Reverend William Murphy, Bishop of the Diocese of
Rockville Centre, visit Cathedral Prep Seminary for the celebration of Mass and for his yearly pastoral visit. Bishop Murphy is a great
supporter of Cathedral and her mission and it is always a joyful occasion.
In Cathedral's early days, students from Nassau and Suffolk counties always traveled in to 555
Washington Avenue until 1957 when the Brooklyn Diocese was split and the easternmost counties
of Long Island became the Diocese of Rockville Centre. The newly formed Diocese quickly saw
the necessity for a high school seminary and the first bishop, Walter Kellenberg, founded Saint
Pius X Prep Seminary in Uniondale. This minor seminary served proudly the young men of the
Diocese until its closure in 1984.
In 2006, through the gracious permission of Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio and Bishop Murphy,
dialogue began to begin an official recruitment in the Diocese of Rockville Centre, spearheaded
by then-Rector, Msgr. Joseph Calise,'72, then-Director of recruitment Fr. John Cush,'90 and thenRockville Centre Vocation Director, Fr. Tom Coogan. Since that time, the bonds have been strengthened between the two dioceses with the
addition of five students: Kieran McGuire, '10 of East Rockaway, William Cassese, '11 of Hicksville, Daniel Valbrun, '12 of Valley Stream,
Karl Bastien, '13 of Rockville Centre, and Sean Curran, '14 of East Norwich..
This year, we were blessed, under the leadership of Fr. James Kuroly, '98, Director of Recruitment to visit over 15 parochial schools in the
Diocese of Rockville Centre as well as to be invited to several high school nights.
At the Mass on September 28, Bishop Murphy was joined at the Altar with his Master of Ceremony, Monsignor Robert Owen Morrisey,
himself a high school seminary graduate at St. Pius X Prep in 1974, as well as by the priests on the Cathedral Prep faculty: Fr. Fred Marano,
'82, Rector-Principal, Fr. John Cush, ’90, Spiritual Director and Director of Development, Fr. James Kuroly, ’98, Director of Recruitment
and Director of Apostolic Works, and Msgr. Walter C. Murphy, ' 49, adjunct Spiritual Director.
In the sanctuary of the Chapel was the statute which graced the front lobby of Saint Pius X Prep Seminary. That statue of Pius X was given
to a young seminarian by the name of Fred Marano when Pius X Prep closed by the last Rector of Pius, Msgr. John C. Nosser. Young Fred
Marano gave Cathedral Prep the Pius statue, which was placed in the library, until Fr. Marano became the Rector of Cathedral. That statue
which now stands proudly by the main office of Cathedral Prep symbolizes the unity of the two Dioceses and two Preps.
May the good work begun all those years ago at St. Pius X Prep Seminary in Uniondale, which continues in Elmhurst Cathedral Prep,
flourish in serving young men from both the Dioceses of Brooklyn and Rockville Centre.
Pope Saint Pius X, Pray for us! Mary Immaculate, Pray for us!

Cathedral Continues
Tradition of Retreats

Cathedral Prep Participates in Holy
Hours at the Seminary in Huntington

One of the highlights of their time at Cathedral for most
students is their yearly retreat. Coordinated by Fr. Fred
Marano, ’82, Rector-Principal and Fr. John Cush, ’90,
Director of Development and Spiritual Director, each
class spends time away from their daily life at
Cathedral, going to a local retreat center. While on
retreat, the student grows in vocation discernment,
knowledge of self and in class unity.

The Friends of the Seminary, a group which grew out
of the lay faithful of the Diocese of Rockville Centre,
sponsors a youth-orientated Holy Hour for Vocations at
the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception in
Huntington, New York. These Holy Hours, consisting
of Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction, as well as
lively music, are held always on the third Friday of the
month, beginning at 8 PM. The prayer experience
attracts young people from Brooklyn, Queens, and
The Seniors of Cathedral Prep spent their retreat Long Island. There are usually around 300 youngsters
(October 12-15) at the Seminary of the Immaculate praying at them!
Conception, Huntington, accompanied by Fr. Marano
and Fr. Cush. The main speaker on the retreat was Scott Following the Holy Hour, schools and youth groups
Selvaggio, Campus Minister at Molloy College. We compete against each other in dodgeball. Cathedral is
thank the Alive in Hope Foundation of the Diocese of quite successful with its team, “The Screaming
Brooklyn through Bishop Loughlin Fund for their Seminarians.”
financial support of the Senior Retreat and the support
of the priestly formation of our students as they discern Come and join us at these Holy Hours and pray for an
their vocations.
increase of vocations! For more information, please
contact :
The Juniors of Cathedral Prep went to Huntington,
again accompanied by Fr. Marano and Fr. Cush from Fr. Brian Barr, Vocations Director,
November 2-5. The main speaker on their retreat was Diocese of Rockville Centre
Fr. Brian Barr, Vocation Director of the Diocese of Office of Vocations
Rockville Centre.
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
449 West Neck Road
The Sophomores of Cathedral Prep went to the Bishop Huntington, NY 11743
Molloy Retreat House on October 13, accompanied by Phone: (631) 424-9888 / Fax: 631-424-9889
faculty members Fr. James Kuroly, ’98, Joseph Dibs, bbarr@drvc.org
’92, Anthony DeNardo, ’94 and Terrence Kumar, ’05.
The main speaker on their retreat was Fr. Chris Cleary,
Fr. Kevin Abels Named Vocation
CP of the Retreat House staff.

Director of the Brooklyn Diocese

The Freshmen went to Huntington on October 13 in a
retreat coordinated by their homeroom teachers Richie
Diaz, ’96 and John O’Brien, ’01, with liturgies
celebrated by Fr. Marano and Fr. Cush
Please pray for the students of Cathedral as they
continue to grow in vocation discernment and learn to
become men for others.

Fr. Kevin Abels, ’94, who served as a sophomore and
senior Theology teacher at Cathedral Prep from 20082010, was named by Bishop DiMarzio as the Vocation
Director of the Brooklyn Diocese. Fr. Kevin is also
the Director of the Pope John Paul II House of
Discernment. To learn more about the work of the
Vocation Office of the Diocese of Brooklyn, please
contact:
Rev. Kevin Abels, Vocation Director
Vocation Office
Diocese of Brooklyn
341 Highland Boulevard
Brooklyn, NY 11207
Phone: 718-827-2454 / Fax: 718-827-2167
vocations@diobrook.org
and check out the website: brooklynpriests.org

AT THE PREP
Visitation 2010
Fr. Jim Kuroly, '98, Director of Recruitment
It wasn't so long ago that
we were faced with a
difficult decision: where
to go to high school.
During that time an even
more important question
was the one raised to us
by our parish priest,
teachers
or
family
members: what is our
vocation? As we enter
Fr. Kuroly, Cathedral Prep students Orin Previl and
into the fall months,
William Cassese, and 8th grade students. Photo
courtesy of The Tablet © Marie Elena Giossi
almost every seventh- and
eighth-grader
in
the
counties of Kings, Queens and Nassau have been encouraged to
seriously think about both questions during the annual visitation
days at Cathedral Prep.
Over the past two months, just a few weeks into the new school
year, seventh and eighth graders in our diocesan Catholic schools
listened and learned about the mission of Cathedral Preparatory
Seminary. As has been the tradition for many years, groups
consisting of alumni, students and faculty have been personally
inviting boys to think about the prep seminary as their high school
choice.
However, that is not the only purpose. Both Bishop DiMarzio and
Bishop Murphy have invited their grammar schools to speak about
vocations, priesthood and discernment. These visitation days are
an opportunity to invite these young men to think about what God
wants them to do in life, which might be the first, only or last time
for them to be asked to consider what their vocation is. For most of
the students who heard our talk, their vocation is to be a holy
husband and father. However, I believe that at least one boy in
every class is being called by God to serve Him as a priest. It is the
mission of Cathedral to help that young boy say “yes.”
On September 23, thanks to the support and encouragement of
Bishop Murphy, we had the great joy of visiting 14 schools in
Nassau County. Out of a possible forty schools to visit in
Brooklyn, thirty-six of them welcomed us on September 25, and
another three schools rescheduled other days for a visit.
Throughout the months of September, October, and November our
students are using Wednesday afternoons to visit schools in
Queens. By the time high school choices are made, approximately
75% of the students in the Catholic schools of our diocese would
have heard about and consider attending Cathedral Preparatory
Seminary.
This would not be possible without the support of the pastors,
principals and teachers who welcomed us into their schools. So
many people love Cathedral and believe in us! Most important are
our students who are the best source of recruitment. Whether they
discuss the sports program, extracurricular activities, student life,
or they emphasize the relationship between teacher and student, or
they speak about practical areas such as commuting, the students
make it known that at Cathedral one can have a very healthy,
happy and holy high school experience.

I thank you, alumni, for your collaboration and efforts that will
help secure priestly vocations for the next generation. All of us
have a responsibility to undertake the task of fostering vocations
to the priesthood. May the Lord of Harvest bless our efforts
abundantly.

Recruitment Expands to our Sister Diocese
Fr. John Cush, '90, Director of Development, Spiritual Director
Thanks to the efforts of our Bishop, the Most Reverend Nicholas
A. DiMarzio, Cathedral Preparatory Seminary was given
permission to begin recruitment for high school seminarians in the
Diocese of Rockville Centre. We thank Bishop DiMarzio and
Bishop William Murphy for entrusting all their young men to
Cathedral Prep for their high school seminary formation. May
Mary Immaculate and St. Agnes, the patrons of our two dioceses,
continue to guide Cathedral into future growth and blessings.
Cathedral Prep Gallery
Pictures of Opening Mass – 09/09/10
Pictures of Bishop Murphy’s visit to Cathedral Prep – 09/28/10
Pictures of 2010 Golf Classic – 10/07/10
http://gallery.me.com/cathedralprepalumni#gallery
Cathedral Prep In The Media
“Discovering Early Vocations” - on "Currents” on NET TV
(09/29/10)
http://netny.net/currents/video/stories/discovering-early-vocations92910/
“Students Learn About Cathedral Prep” – from The Tablet
(09/29/10) http://www.thetablet.org/studentslearn.aspx
NET TV's coverage of the Troike Progam – on “Currents” on NET
TV (07/30/10):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjQ73ZHVgD0
The Tablet's coverage of the Troike Program from The Tablet
(07/28/10):
http://thetablet.org/chroniclessummer.aspx
“Queens Co. Knights Celebrate Vocations” – on “Currents” on
NET TV (03/22/10) http://netny.net/currents/video/.../queens-coknights-celebrate-vocations-32210/
“I Witness: Fr. Cush” - on “Currents” on NET TV (09/18/09)
http://netny.net/currents/blogs/i-witness/i-witness-fr-john-cush/
“Cathedral Prep” – on "Currents” on NET TV (09/14/09)
http://netny.net/currents/video/stories/cathedral-prep-091409/
comment-page-1/
“Mysteries of the Church: Seminary” on NET TV
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7MRiyzaiiE

2009-2010 Annual Appeal Closes With Stellar Results
Vin Martusciello ’67 and Tom Gotimer ’73 Co-Chairmen
With the end of the 2009 - 2010 Annual Appeal we are pleased to announce that again over $155,000.00 was
raised and we had a greater participation from the alumni and friends of Cathedral than we have in the past. We
have had the pleasure to work with the team that has given so much time and effort selflessly, especially: the parents
of students and alumni, not to mention all the alumni and students that have given so much of their time and efforts.
While the results were great, the fact that the funds are helping the school is far more rewarding. As we said last
year, “we think back many years ago when we met the people that changed our lives.” Those people are the same
people we have been working with. Over the last year we have had the opportunity to help Cathedral Prep, but in a
larger sense Cathedral Prep has helped us.
When we began by asking you to consider the positive attitudes you have from your time at Cathedral and to
help the in any way you can and many of you did just that, we had an increase in the number of gifts and a made a
difference. Be it Brooklyn or Queens, Cathedral has made a difference in us all. We are the men we are because of
the time we spent at our alma mater. All of you have so generously helped us this year deserve all our gratitude in
working for such a worthy cause. We worked with the faculty and administration and wish to thank them for all
they did. We would like to give a special thank you to Jim Dilg, who has given so much of himself for the past 47
years, his retirement this year will be a great loss to our community. Our appeal was to collect money to pay the
daily obligations of the school and we have done a good job in helping this worthy cause, but the need does not end
here.
We asked you to remember the experiences that made us who we are, and you did. We asked you to dig
deep in your pockets, and you did. Thanks to your generosity we raised over $155,000.00. We fell a little short of
our goal $165,000.00; however, we did increase the number of donations and we were able to connect with more
alumni this year than last year. The daily obligations of Cathedral are still here and therefore we ask you to
remember Cathedral Prep in your prayers and we hope that you will give the same level of support to this year’s Cochairmen, John Casey ’57 and Deacon Candidate Christopher Wagner, ’89. Show them the same support you
showed us. Thank you and May the peace of Christ be with us all.

2010 – 2011 Annual Appeal Co-Chairmen
Deacon Candidate Christopher Wagner, ’89 and John Casey, ’57
This year the Co-Chairmen for our Annual Appeal will be John Casey,
’57 and Deacon Candidate Christopher Wagner, ’89. Both are looking
forward to helping Cathedral Prep not only reach its goal but surpass
it, with your help. They look forward to reaching out to as many
brother alums as possible. Please keep the mission of the appeal in
your prayers.

12th Annual Alumni Hall of Fame Dinner—Saturday, January 29, 2011
Immaculate Conception Center, Douglaston
Mass: 6:00 PM
Dinner: 7:00 PM
HONOREES:

George Lopez, '68 — Msgr. Sean Ogle, '68 — Bob Brix, '72
Jim Farmer, '80 — Garret Ryan, '84 — Msgr. Anthony Hernandez, '86

Name: ____________________________________________________
Class of: ________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Tickets:
____________ at $75.00 each. All Classmates, Alumni, Family & Friends are welcome.
I am unable to attend but please accept my tax deductible donation of $ ___________.
A world of thanks, a prayerful message or an offer of congratulations to our new Hall of Famers will forever be a
part of the history of the evening.
_____ Yes, I would like to take a commemorative Journal Ad to honor our inductees.
_____ Back Cover—$1,000
_____ Full Gold Page—$500
_____ Inside Front Cover—$750
_____ White Page—$200
_____ Inside Back Cover—$750
_____ Half Page—$150
_____ I would like to make a donation to a class ad

_____ Quarter Page—$100
_____ Booster (name listing) - $50

Please attach a copy of your Journal Ad to this form and make your check payable to:
Cathedral Preparatory Alumni Activities. Mail to: Alumni Office, 56-25 92nd Street, Elmhurst, NY 11373
Deadline for Journal Ads: January 10, 2011
Any questions please call the Office of Development & Alumni Affairs at 718/592-6800, ext. 137 or email at
alumni@cathedralprepseminary.com.

HALL OF FAME DINNER RAFFLE
To help defray the cost of our 12th Annual Hall of Fame Dinner on January 29, 2011 we are holding a Hall
of Fame Raffle:
• 100 Tickets will be sold for $25.00 each
• One Grand Prize: $1,000.00
The drawing will be held at the Hall of Fame Dinner. If you wish to purchase a ticket please make a check
out to Cathedral Preparatory Seminary and mail your payment to:
Cathedral Preparatory Seminary - Hall of Fame Raffle
56-25 92nd Street
Elmhurst, NY 11373

Celebrate Holy Week with Cathedral Prep
Come celebrate the Easter joy with us Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011 at 10:00 AM in the Chapel of
Cathedral Prep. We will also celebrate the Triduum with our brother seminarians at the Cathedral Seminary
Residence at the Immaculate Conception Center (Douglaston). Please join us.
Holy Thursday, April 21, 2011
Good Friday, April 22, 2011
Easter Vigil, April 23, 2011
Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011

Cathedral Seminary Residence
Cathedral Seminary Residence
Cathedral Seminary Residence
Cathedral Preparatory Seminary

8:00 PM
3:00 PM
8:00 PM
10:00 AM

Cathedral Prep Expands its Technology Initiative
Through the Help of Alumni, Friends and Benefactors
Richie Diaz, ’96, Assistant Dean
I am happy to report that the word “growth,” which is often used in mission statements, school goals, and even classroom
objectives, would be an understatement in describing the changes in technology at Cathedral Prep. Over the course of the 2009-2010 and
this current 2010-2011 school year, Cathedral has truly invested a great deal of time, talents, and efforts in updating the technological
resources of our school community. Here are a few of the exciting changes that have taken place:
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Cathedral Prep now offers a fully wireless environment, as the building was saturated with a private wireless network over these past
summer months.
Along with this project, Cathedral Prep now has a private on-site server managing all of our computing services. This environment
has created such great realities as students and staff being able to save and retrieve all of our work to or from a centrally secured and
monitored site, the automatic updating and backup of valuable and important data and students’ information, and the ability to
troubleshoot from offsite locations.
Cathedral Prep recently purchased a laptop cart of 32 new Dell computers for use in our classrooms. This resource allows our
students to engage in their learning via personal laptops during class periods, certainly opening up a world of possibilities for them.
Cathedral Prep has purchased and is currently using two portable Smart Boards and one permanent Smart Board (located in the new
Science Lab). As I type this, we have just taken delivery of four additional permanent Smart Boards, and one more is to delivered in
the coming weeks, all to be installed permanently in our classrooms. The tremendous generosity of alumni has made this huge
investment possible, and rest assured that our students are benefiting from this new, interactive technology each and every day.
Every member of our Administration and Faculty has been issued a personal IBM laptop computer this year for use inside and
outside of the school building. This technology has made so many possibilities become realities, as teachers can now plan more
effectively, interact and communicate via email more effectively, individually be able to use technology in each and every individual
classroom lesson, as well as accomplish so many other tasks effectively and efficiently .

As you can hopefully see, we have been working very hard at Cathedral Prep to give our staff and students each and every
opportunity to use technology to further their growths.
A very special word of thanks goes to:
Michael Cox, ’74 for the purchase of four SmartBoards,
Stephen Somers, ’78 for the purchase of SmartBoards, student laptops and updating the Science Lab,
The Friel Family (Bernie Friel, ’72; Danny Friel, ’73; Connell Friel, ’77; Peter Friel, ’78;
Kevin Friel, ’81; and Paul Friel, ’85) for the purchase of a SmartBoard for Room “555” dedicated
to all the past faculty of Cathedral Prep in Brooklyn,
Matthew Kelsey (a parishioner of St. Saviour’s, Fr. Cush’s weekend parish) and Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher LLP for the donation of laptops for the faculty,
and The Alive in Hope Foundation through the Archbishop McEntegart Fund for the renovation of
the Computer Lab and wireless network implementation.
Please be confident that these advancements are just the beginning, as we continue to look forward each and every day to
helping our students achieve excellence in every way during their four years at Cathedral.

Cathedral Prep Alumni Honored
Thomas Chadzutko, Ed. D., ’73, the Diocese of Brooklyn’s Superintendent of Schools, was honored by the Futures in Education
Foundation at its 11th Annual FriendRaiser Benefit for his service to the diocese and his dedication and support to Futures in Education.
Msgr. Philip J. Reilly, ’54, former Rector-Principal from 1984-1991, and Founder of the Helpers God’s Precious Infants, who has
celebrated his Fiftieth Anniversary of his ordination, received the People of Life Award for his lifetime commitment to sidewalk
counseling in front of clinics known for performing abortions. It is to his credit that the Helpers were first located at Cathedral
Preparatory Seminary and it is in his honor that the students of Cathedral Prep attend the National Right to Life March every spring.
Fr. Kevin Sweeney, ’88, has received the Father Mychal Judge Award at the Irish Fair for his years of service to the Catholic Church
especially in his recent support of priestly vocations and formation as the former Director of Vocations for the Brooklyn Diocese (an
office now occupied by the current Director of Vocations, Fr. Kevin Abels, ’94).

ALUMNI NEWS
All Souls Alumni Remembrance Mass at
Cathedral
On November 2, 2010, at the 8:10 AM daily Mass,
Cathedral Prep’s priests, faculty and students prayed for the
repose of the souls of its deceased alumni, friends,
benefactors and the deceased bishops, priests and deacons of
the Diocese of Brooklyn and the Diocese of Rockville Centre.
Alumni, benefactors, parents and friends has sent names into
Fr. John Cush, ’90, Director of Development and Spiritual
Director, for whom they wished Mass to be celebrated and
those names were placed on the altar where they will be
remembered at all Masses celebrated in the Cathedral Prep
chapel throughout the month of November. Remembered in a
special way was Mrs. Cecilia Giannasio, who served for
many years at Cathedral Prep as Librarian and French tutor.
“Mrs. G,” as her students affectionately called her, passed
away in October 2010 and is very much mourned by the
Cathedral Prep Alumni Community.
Mass was celebrated by Fr. Fred Marano, ’82,
Rector-Principal, Fr. John Cush, ‘90, Director of
Development and Spiritual Director, Fr. James Kuroly, ’98,
Director of Recruitment and Apostolic Works Director, Fr.
Bill Sweeney, ’73, Alumni Executive Board President and
Msgr. Walter C. Murphy, ’47, adjunct Spiritual Director.
If anyone wishes to have Mass celebrated in memory or in
honor of a loved one at any time, please contact Fr. Cush at
(718)
592-6800
ext.
137
or
at
frcush@cathedralprepseminary.com. Memorial cards are
available upon request. If interested, please inquire at
alumni@cathedralprepseminary.com

Wills and Estate Seminar Held
at Cathedral
Through the kindness of Msgr, Jamie
Gigantiello, Bishop DiMarzio’s Vicar for
Development, Fr. John Cush, ’90, Director
of Development, was able to arrange a
Wills and Estate Seminar through the Alive
in Hope Foundation of the Diocese of
Brooklyn on Tuesday, November 2, 2010.
We were honored to have two excellent
presenters, the Honorable Frank Seddio,
former NY Supreme Court Judge, now in
private practice in Brooklyn and his
colleague, Mr. Frank Carrone, Esq. Judge
Seddio and Mr. Carrone led the gathered
alumni through an important look at wills,
estates, reverse mortgages and other
important topics to help our alumni
prepare for their families’ futures.

If anyone among our alumni or benefactors would like the
information package from these clear, concise experts,
please contact Fr. Cush at (718) 592-6800 ext. 137 or
alumni@cathedralprepseminary.com. If more alumni are
interested, there is the possibility of inviting back Judge
Seddio and Mr. Carrone to give another presentation.
Many thanks to Msgr. Gigantiello and Ms. Rita Damato from
the Diocese of Brooklyn, Judge Seddio and Mr, Carrone and
their legal team for their kindness and generosity to Cathedral
Prep Seminary. May the Lord bless the work these fine
people do.

Class of 1970 Reunion
The Class of 1970 Queens will be celebrating their 40th
Anniversary at the 12th Annual Alumni Reunion/Immaculata
Dinner on May 13, 2011, at Immaculate Conception Center,
in Douglaston. The celebration continues on Saturday, May
14, as the class will gather at 4:30PM at Cathedral Prep. Mass
will be celebrated at 6:30PM.
Please contact Joseph Saladino, Class Chair, at
gsaladino1@optonline.net , or the Office of Development and
Alumni Affairs at alumni@cathedralprepseminary.com for
further information.
Bishop Ignatius Catanello, D.D., '60, (Rector-Principal
1991-1994), has retired from active ministry as Auxiliary
Bishop of Brooklyn. The Cathedral Prep community wish
him the best and thank him for his continued service and
support to Cathedral Prep.
Dr. Vincent J. Stephens, M.D., '63, is a licensed psychiatrist
practicing at Windham Hospital (Willimantic, CT). He
currently resides in Bolton, CT, with his wife Anne.
Dr. Brendan Minogue, Ph. D., '65, retired in July 2009 as
Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies at
Youngstown State University (Youngstown, OH). He
currently resides with his wife in Warren, Ohio enjoying his
five grandchildren, reading philosophy and playing golf.

Hon. Frank Seddio (top)
and Mr. Frank Carrone,
Esq. (bottom)

Dr. George S. Wurgol, Jr, Ph. D., '66, is married and lives
in Pittsburgh where he is the Chair of Theology at Duquense
University.
Dennis A. Fretto, '69, is a Lead Attendance Teacher at the
William Floyd Union Free School District (Mastic Beach,
NY). He is happily married with four children and enjoys
leading Pre-Cana and retreat ministries at his parish of Good
Shepard in Holbrook, NY.
James Vackner, '78, currently works at the Bank of New
York – Mellon as an investment manager.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of…
Margaret Pettei, mother of Fr. Tom Pettei, ’76
Msgr. Dino M. Zeni, ‘52
Regina Powers, sister of Msgr. Vincent F. Fullam, ’59
Msgr. Peter A. Chiara, ’42
Robert Higgins, ’65-HS
Veronica Ann Smith, mother of Rev. William G. Smith, '69
Msgr. Thomas G. Leavey, ’45
Beverly Ann Kearney, mother of Debbie Cox who is the wife of Mike Cox ’74
Anna Ferrara, mother of Raymond Ferrara ’68
Cecelia Giannasio, former Librarian
James Doyle, father of Christopher Doyle, ’01

Paul Morisi, ’02 Joins Diocesan Faith Formation Office
Paul Morisi, ’02, has joined the Diocese of Brooklyn’s Office of Faith Formation as the Coordinator of
Adolescent and Young Adult Faith Formation, a position to which he brings his youth and energy. He is excited to
serve the youth of the diocese by identifying and responding to their spiritual needs. He feels that the future leaders
of tomorrow are searching for the truth and love in the Church today. He will work with parishes, schools and youth
and young adult groups, and youth ministers by providing retreats, days of prayer, ongoing formation and training of
youth leaders, and bringing to light issues of concern for the youth and young adults. He is joined in the Faith
Formation Office by Dr. Philip Franco, ’93, the Director of the Office of Faith Formation.

Calling All Young Alum! - Theology on Tap Series
Paul Morisi, ’02 as Coordinator of Adolescent and Yong Adult Faith Formation for the Diocese of Brooklyn
wishes to invite all young alumni (and those young at heart) to attend a series of “Theology on Tap” lectures
presented by various experts in theological and social issues of the Church. Among the lecturers include Msgr.
Kieran Harrington, ’89, Vicar for Communication, and Fr. John Cush, ’90, Cathedral Prep’s Spiritual Director
and Director of Development. Below are the upcoming Theology on Tap sessions. Please contact Paul Morisi at
the Office of Faith Formation at 718/281-9584 or pmorisi@rcdob.org for more information.
February 10, 2011- “C. S. Lewis: The Great Divorce: Between Madness and Forgiveness”, Mario Cardone, Ph.L.,
’02, Manor Oktoberfest, Forest Hills, NY at 7 PM
February 24, 2011 - “Liturgy in Our Lives”, Rev. John Cush, ’90, Manor Oktoberfest, Forest Hills, NY at 7 PM.
March 3, 2011 - “Saint Joseph and Masculine Spirituality”, Rev. Chris O’Connor, Manor Oktoberfest, Forest Hills,
NY at 7 PM.
Theology on Tap Lenten Series at Most Precious Blood (Gravesend):
March 24, 2011 - “A Cross on the Jersey Shore: Snookie, Lady GaGa and John Paul II Debate the Meaning of
Life.”, Dr. Phil Franco, ’93
March 31, 2011 - “A Jewish Atheist Comes To The Truth.”, Gary Arkin
April 7, 2011 - “Francis of Assisi Encounters Islam”, Prof. Paul Moses
April 14, 2011 - “Youth Culture 101”, Andy Churray

CATHEDRAL SPORTS

CATHEDRAL SPEECH NEWS

John O’Brien, ’01, Athletic Director

Joe Russo, ’79, Dean of Students, Speech Coach

The fall sports season at Cathedral is off to a good start.
Our varsity soccer and cross country track seasons are
in full swing.
The soccer team, comprised mostly of underclassmen,
is improving each week and working hard under the
guidance of coach Daniel O’Keefe.
The cross country track team, coached by Richie Diaz,
’96, is off to a great start with a total of seven medals.
The team is led by senior captain Matthew Ramirez and
junior Conor Gallagher, who has a second place finish
in a field of over one hundred runners and who has
entered into eleventh place on Cathedral’s all time list
of best times at the two and a half mile course at Van
Cortland Park.
The bowling season has just begun. Coached by
Matthew Zinser, ’07, the team is led by seniors William
Cassese, Kevin Freile, and Daniel Mercaldi.
All of our teams look forward to continued success and
thank the alumni in advance for their continued support
and attendance at our games, meets, and matches.

Our Lady of Victory,
Pray for Us!

As the 2010-11 Speech season gears up, Cathedral's
team is carefully preparing and practicing. The veteran
members are selecting new pieces and drafting new
legislation for Student Congress. The “rookies” are
learning the ins-and-outs of the events they chose to
compete in and are getting ready. All this started during
the first full week of school. Forensics is really an allseason interscholastic competition. After a restful
summer, the team is looking forward to the challenges
of another season. We would like to welcome Fr. James
Kuroly to our faculty, a Cathedral and Forensics alum!
He competed in Student Congress and qualified for
states and Nationals several times.
Cathedral's Speech team has approximately thirty
members , and this includes our new crop of Freshmen.
We have a nice mix of veteran leadership and potential
for the future. Our roster makes us one of the largest
programs in the Brooklyn-Queens Catholic Forensic
League. We are also members of the New York State
Forensic League and the National Forensic League (the
other NFL!). During the past few years, we have been
awarded more NFL degrees than most high schools in
New York State. All of the schools ahead of us have a
considerably
larger
student
body
so
this
accomplishment is truly amazing. In Forensics, the
larger schools compete against the smaller schools in
the same league.
Our season kicks off on October 16 at The Mary Louis
Academy. If any alumni are interested in judging or
sponsoring a tournament please call or email me at
Cathedral. Since we usually need six judges, your help
is always appreciated. Our league also has a website –
www.bqcfl.net – if you want to find out more about
what we do.

The Annual Alumni Reunion / Immaculata Dinner
Friday, May 13, 2011
Immaculate Conception Center
Douglaston, NY
Cocktail Hour will begin at 6:30 PM, followed by the presentation of the
Immaculata Award to
Msgr. George T. Deas, ’45
&
Mr. Lawrence Loesch, ’65
The 25th (1986) and 50th (1961) Anniversary Classes
will be honored in a special way.
All Alums invited, particularly the anniversary classes of 1996, 1991, 1981,
1976, 1966, 1956, 1951, 1946 and beyond…
Tickets for this gala evening will be $90.00 per person.
In addition to your ticket, please consider making a donation to one or more of the
following:
Msgr. Brady Scholarship Fund
Journal Ad
Journal Booster

Name: _________________________________
Class of: __________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________ Number of Tickets _______________

_____ Yes, I would like to take a Journal Ad / Booster or a Sponsorship
(please contact Alumni Office for more information)
_____ Yes, I would like to make a donation to the Msgr. Brady Scholarship
Fund: $ ________
_____ I cannot attend the reunion but would like to make a donation: $ _______

ALUMNI DATES TO REMEMBER
Saturday, January 29, 2011
Thursday, March 10, 2011
Sunday, March 13, 2011
Sunday, March 27, 2011
Thursday, April 21, 2011
Friday, April 22, 2011
Saturday, April 23, 2011
Sunday, April 24, 2011
Wednesday, June 1, 2011
Saturday, June 18, 2011

Hall of Fame Mass & Dinner (Douglaston) Mass: 6:00 PM
St. Matthew Society Mass & Networking (CPS) 6:30 PM
School Communion Breakfast (CPS)
10:00 AM
K of C Queens Board of District Deputies
Communion Breakfast (Cathedral Prep)
10:00 AM
Holy Thursday (Douglaston)
8:00 PM
Good Friday (Douglaston)
3:00 PM
Easter Vigil (Douglaston)
8:00 PM
Easter Sunday (Cathedral Prep)
10:00 AM
Graduation (Cathedral Prep)
7:00 PM
Day at the Races (Belmont Park)
12:30 PM

