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Elizabeth Ashford, former Harris, Brown and Schwarzenegger Advisor,  
Joins California Women Lead Board of Directors 

Adds to a growing list of women leaders joining CA Women Lead 
 

SACRAMENTO, Calif., – California Women Lead is pleased to announce Elizabeth Ashford will join its Board of Directors 

in January 2019. 

California Women Lead is the only statewide non-partisan organization in California dedicated to increasing the number 

of women serving in elected and appointed positions through facilitating appointments workshops, LEADership 

Academies and conferences to “Engage, Appoint, and Elect” women into leadership roles. Each year California Women 

Lead commissions statewide reports providing the status of women serving in elected office including city councils, 

county boards of supervisors, statewide and congressional offices in a continued effort to work towards achieving 

gender parity in government. The next report is scheduled to be released just after the November 2018 general election. 

“On behalf of the California Women Lead Board of Directors, it is an honor to add Elizabeth Ashford to our organization’s 

leadership,” said Cassandra Pye, President of California Women Lead. “California Women Lead continues to work hard 

to bring parity to local and state government and this important work is made possible by a group of women leaders 

who are passionate about and committed to our organization’s mission.  Elizabeth brings to the mix an amazing 

background in helping organizations, businesses, and individuals execute smart strategies which will benefit California 

Women Lead as we look to launch new programs and initiatives statewide. Her experience as Attorney General Kamala 

Harris’ Chief of Staff, Governor Jerry Brown’s Chief Deputy Press Secretary, and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Chief 

Deputy for Cabinet and Communications embodies the bipartisan mission of California. Elizabeth also has extensive 

experience in the private sector, previously serving as Senior Director of Global Communications for Activision Blizzard 

and in advisory capacities to public and private companies in the U.S. and U.K., which will support California Women 

Lead’s work to engage more women from the private sector in civic participation.” 

"I am very grateful to join such a distinguished group of women leaders who understand the importance of working 

across party lines to engage women in civic leadership,” said Elizabeth Ashford on her appointment. “I’m excited to use 

my experience in the public and private sector to support California Women Lead board members in growing the 

number of women in elected and appointed office in our state. I know, first hand, how important it is to inspire women 

from all backgrounds to lead. “  

California Women Lead is a nonpartisan 501c3 non-profit organization (tax ID 51-0184448). As such we do not endorse 

or contribute to political candidates. Our goal is to inspire women to seek their full leadership potential through 

education, training and network development. A complete list of the California Women Lead Board of Directors follows. 

• President- Cassandra Pye, Appointee, (ret.), State of California 

• Vice President- Mona Pasquil, Appointments Secretary, Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

• Treasurer- Charlene Zettel, Regent, University of California 
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• Secretary – Kristin Olsen, Supervisor, Stanislaus County 

• Immediate Past President- Fiona Ma, Member, State Board of Equalization 

• Director- Toni Atkins, President Pro Tem, California State Senate  

• Director- Jeanne Cain, Appointee (ret.), State of California 

• Director- Connie Conway, Appointee, California Community College Board of Governors, State of California 

• Director- Lucy Dunn, Appointee, California Transportation Commission, State of California 

• Director- Kassandra Gough, Appointee (ret.), State of California 

• Director- Liz Figueroa, Senator (ret.), State of California 

• Director- Kathy McKim, Appointee, California Volunteers Commission, State of California 

• Director- Holly Mitchell, Senator, State of California 

• Director- Jan Perry, Councilwoman (ret.), City of Los Angeles 

• Director- Mimi Walters, Congresswoman, State of California 

• Director – Sunne Wright McPeak, Agency Secretary (ret.), State of California 

• Chief Executive Officer - Rachel Michelin, Appointee, State Board of Optometry, State of California 
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