





































































































trial strength.”

Conservationists are hopeful about this
plan as well. Chicago Wilderness Chair
John Rogner states, “Nowhere has the old
attitude of ‘wetlands as wastelands’ left a
more prominent legacy than in the
Calumet region of Illinois and Indiana.
The challenge is enormous, but the energy
and passion seem to be there,” Rogner said.

The State of [llinois is committing
more than $20 million to the Calumet
area, and the city is committing $14 mil-
lion. It is hoped these contributions will
encourage additional resources from corpo-
rations and foundations. Mardi Klevs of
the US Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA)) views the city and state commit-
ment to the Calumet area as the right way
to do economic development: holistically.
“This plan uses natural resources as an
anchor for development. For 20 years the
environmental community has had a
vision for the Calumet area that has now
been adopted by government,” she said.
“That’s really powerful.”

The Calumet Area Land Use Plan
includes creation of a Calumet Open
Space Reserve that will preserve about
3,000 acres of wetlands, marshes, and
streams. This collection of wetlands is
home to abundant wildlife, including the
black-crowned night heron and the
yellow-headed blackbird, both on the
Illinois endangered species list. The list of
sites that environmentalists hope will be
purchased, saved, and managed include
Big Marsh, Indian Ridge Marsh north and
south, Hyde Lake wetland, Hegewisch
Marsh, Dead Stick Pond, Van Vlissingen
Prairie, Burnham Prairie, and Heron Pond.

The public open space will be managed
collectively to improve water quality,
habitat, and recreational opportunities.
Walter Marcisz, local Calumet bird conser-
vationist, is pleased. “The proposal has
potential to cotrect a lot of bad situations
we have in Calumet area now,” he said.
“The wetlands are so fragmented by roads
and other development that the hydrology
is chaotic.” For example, he noted, this year
the black-crowned night heron nesting
areas are being drowned out by water that is
much too deep, but in some years the water
drops to nothing. “The hydrology needs to
be controlled and regulated.”

The plans also call for building a new
Calumet Area Envitonmental Center and
an energy farm that would produce elec-
tricity from methane collected from
landfills and solar panels. “The environ-
mental centet will provide wonderful
educational opportunities for everyone in
the area,” noted Marion Byrnes, public
affairs director for the Calumet Ecological

rT... anAAn

Park Association. Byrnes added, “The city
and state have been very receptive to com-
munity input.”

Over the past year, the city and state
have been meeting with local industrial,
environmental, and neighborhood groups
to help develop the Calumet Area Land
Use Plan. The City has been working
closely with the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA), [llinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR),
and suburban municipalities to enact the
plan. The plan was funded through a grant
from the US EPA, and is one of the largest
study areas of its kind. Other partner agen-
cies providing financial assistance for
planning and development include the
IDNR, IEPA, US Army Corps of
Engineers, and the USDA Forest Service.

In the coming months, the mayor and
the governor will be appointing an advi-
sory committee of local government,
business, and conservation group represen-
tatives to ensure that industrial
development and retention, natural area
conservation and environmental cleanup
projects are implemented. A number of
roundtable discussions began in August
and will continue to meet throughout the
fall. A great deal of research, discussion,
and planning will be done before the end
of the year. Chicago Audubon’s Alan
Anderson summed up the feeling, “It’s
been a long time . . . a couple of decades
since Jim Landing founded the Lake
Calumet Study Committee-but it looks
like something good is finally coming!”

— Nicole Kamins and Alison Carney Brown

LaKe LOUnty vorers wiil nave me
chance to acquire and restore land, protect
rare species, and create more trails and
other outdoor recreation and education
opportunities by voting YES for two refer-
enda on the November 7 general election
ballot.

The first bond referendum would pro-
vide $85 million for Forest Preserve land
preservation, acquisition, and improve-
ments. (Up to $70 million is allocated for
land preservation and acquisition and up to
$15 million is earmarked for trails, restora-
tion, and public access improvements.)

The second referendum proposes a
change in the District’s corporate tax rate,
which has not increased since August
1986, and would fund public safety, main-
tenance and operation of new Forest
Preserve lands, trails and facilities. The
Forest Preserve District has acquired more
than 2,830 acres sincel1993 and several
improvement and public access projects
are already underway at these sites.

A recent countywide poll showed that
Lake County residents overwhelmingly
continue to enjoy and support their forest
preserves. Most people agreed that the
District should preserve more land, restore
habitat for rare plants and animals, create
more trails, and improve access to new and
existing preserves. Respondents also were
willing to pay to keep the current high
standards of public safety, maintenance
and operations in their Forest Preserves.
“To balance rapid growth in Lake County,
significantly more forest preserve land is
required to accommodate need and
demand,” said Carol Calabresa, President
of the Lake County Forest Preserves. “We
only have a few years left to preserve our
county's remaining open space as forest
preserves, and the time to act is now.”

This fall, the Lake County Forest
Preserves will mail information about the
November 7 referenda to registered voters.
For additional information, Lake County
voters can call (847) 367-6640 and ask for

Andrew Kimmel or Susan Hawkins.
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restoration thanks to a partnership
between the Park District of Highland
Park (PDHP) and the Lake County
Stormwater Management Commission
(LCSMC).

The Skokie River passes through signif-
icant public and private open space in
Highland Park. The PDHP saw the array
of landowners as an opportunity for collab-
orative restoration efforts and set about to
develop a vision for the watershed. In
January, the PDHP and LCSMC secured a
Watershed Management Board Grant to
launch the Skokie River Partnership and
in July the partnership retained environ-
mental consulting firm Hey and
Associates. The partnership, still growing,
also includes the East Skokie Drainage
District, Bob-o-Link Golf Course, Old Elm
Club, Birchwood Country Club, and the
City of Highland Park.

This fall, the Skokie River Partnership
will consider projects such as wetland
restoration, pond improvements, and deten-
tion basin retrofits-all using native
vegetation and sustainable practices.
Recently, the PDHP has secured a grant to
do streambank stabilization with native veg-
etation at the Sunset Valley Golf Course.

For more information on the Skokie
River Partnership, please contact Natural
Areas Supervisor Tim Girmscheid at the
PDHP at (847) 681-2189 or
pdhpplan@aol.com.
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