































































































you appreciate the articles, essays,

nd wilderness resources of Chicago

YILDERNESS, you now have
another way to access that informa-
tion — on the World Wide Web.
With this issue, we have launched a
new, expanded Web site at
www.chicagowildernessmag.org.

Today, more than 55 percent of
Americans have access to
the Internet and over 43
percent of households are
online, according to a
recent article in The New
York Times. And they tend
to treat the Internet as a
giant library, says the
article. If they are looking
for information about wild
places and conservation in
the Chicago area, we want
to be there. Adding a
complementary Web site
to the print publication
gives Chicago WILDER-
NESS a cost-effective way
to reach new readers.

Our new Web site also
makes it easier for current
readers to interact with us.
It's easy to write a Letter
to the Editor by clicking
on an e-mail link from the Web site.
If you have ever read an article in the
magazine and wanted to add your
comments or ask a follow-up question,
here’s your chance to do so online.
You may be interested in topics we
haven’t yet covered, or you may have
other questions about local birds, but-
terflies, mammals, and frogs. Ask us!
We hope to hear from more of you by
making it easy for you to let us know
what you think about Chicago
Wilderness issues.

Back-issue content will get an
extended life span on our Web site,
thanks to a search feature that lets you

StiMMER 2000

find information when you need it. As
a subscriber, you’ll get the best of both
wortlds — print and the Web. You can
browse through your new print maga-
zine when it arrives in the mail,
reading articles we think will interest
you, illustrated with high-quality pho-
tographs, illustrations, and maps. And
when you want specific information

Uur new expanded Web site features searchable archives of arti-
cles and our “Into the Wild” guide. To get the high-quality photo
and graphics reproduction of the print magazine, you can sub-
scribe online.

that interests you, you can search the
Web site and find it quickly.

One section of the magazine that
may be even more useful online is the
“Into the Wild” guide to wild places
in the Chicago area (on pages 17-23
in this issue). When you’re looking for
a new place to explore over the
weekend, you can do a quick search
through our accumulated “reviews” of
nature preserves and other wilderness
areas. You may want to find direc-
tions, print out a map, or learn about
the wildlife highlights that await you
there.

The Web is a dynamic medium, so
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we expect the Web site to develop fur-
ther and grow into an ever more
useful tool and publication for those
who care about Chicago Wilderness.
As you visit the site, please let us
know what you like about it, and feel
free to suggest any features you would
like to see added to the site.

The magazine Web site is linked to
the larger site for the
Chicago Wilderness con-
sortium, which also
features a new look and
extensive resources. That
site, available at
www.chicagowilderness.org,
includes the entire
Biodiversity Recovery Plan
and the Atlas of Biodiversity
as Acrobat PDF documents
(the free Acrobat reader
for these files in “Portable
Document Format” is
available online). You can
also read about more than
140 Chicago Wilderness
projects undertaken since
1996 — those that have
been completed, and those
still in progress.

Most important, both
sites have many suggestions
about how individuals and organiza-
tions can become involved in Chicago
Wilderness. As a collaborative project,
Chicago Wilderness can only benefit
from the increased interactivity the
Internet brings to communication
about its activities. Check us out
online sometime soon!

Jennifer Dees is Webmaster of

the Chicago Wilderness Magazine Web site.
She may be reached at
webmaster@chicagowildernessmag.org.
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