



































(currently, there are 200 such gardeners). And helping out
on controlled burns has become a seasonal ritual—as much a
part of our culture as are clambakes or surfing somewhere else.

In this third vision, our 2.5 million acres of natural land,
in both public and private ownership, include everything from
neighborhood pocket nature parks, where every child in the
region can discover grasshoppers and frogs, to five 100,000-acre
wildernesses, each with bison, wolves, whooping cranes, rare
fish and mussels in the streams, and Swainson’s hawks.

By 2030, the Chicago region will be proudly funding
more ecosystem research than any other region of the country.
Other scientific advances include improved crops from the
native genes of crop plant relatives. We discover and promote
fungi, algae, and bacteria that help maintain the richness of
agricultural soils.

As early as 2010, people will have launched a program to
transplant rare remnant ecosystem fragments in peril. Every
shovelful of transplanted virgin soil restores the soil biota in
nearby habitat restorations— contributing fungi, bacteria,
nematodes, and a long list of other life forms, many still
unknown to science. People will have catalogued every scrap
of high-quality ecosystem left, and matched the scraps with
conservation landowners. They keep tabs on development
plans so they can alert squads to perform celebratory rescue
dramas.

By 2030, Chicago Wilderness will have celebrated the
return of the regal fritillary— one of the prairie’s great butter-
flies. A long list of other small animal species—from crayfish
to Franklin’s ground squirrels and Kirtland’s snakes —will have
benefited from the establishment of additional populations on
large restored sites.

What about larger creatures that humans mostly moved
from this landscape long ago? Bison on some of our larger prai-
ries will teach us a powerful lot about eastern tallgrass prairie
ecology. Deer, bobcats, timber wolves, and geese will be the
focus of many groups and efforts. A “Friends of the Coyote”
group will help establish a better relationship between preda-
tors and the public. Chicago Wilderness will continue its world
leadership as the urban area most in touch with wild nature.

to support our sky castles? Many

at we've laid a good portion of the

:ady. Hundreds of trained citizen-
scientists already monitor plant and animal populations.
Thousands of restoration volunteers chip in a few days a year.
Youth education programs reach thousands of students.
Populations of prairie white fringed orchid are increasing
dramatically thanks to volunteer-fueled pollination programs.
All these little bits add up. We work much like medieval
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townsfolk who helped build the great cathedrals, a task that
took generation after generation. In a way, contributions like
this can make us immortal.

One ambitious plan already under way in Chicago
Wilderness could require many people to devote major parts
of their lives to it, and yet the results could be extraordinary. In
cooperation with Chicago Metropolis 2020, a program launched
by the Commercial Club of Chicago (which gave us the influen-
tial Burnham Plan a century ago), Chicago Wilderness has
prepared a plan to restore many preserves of 20,000 to 100,000
acres each. The areas have been mapped and published. They
include areas of high biologic  significance that are remote from
major roads. The plan also proposes smarter planning of roads,
water and sewer systems, and other infrastructure.

To restore minimal good health to our 43,000 acres of for-
ests would cost an estimated 56 to 107 million dollars. That’s
in addition to hundreds of thousands of hours of staff and vol-
unteer work—to conduct burns, pull weeds, gather seeds, and
more. Additionally, immediate “first aid” must be given to more
than 100,000 acres of the region’s most significant savannas,
prairies, and wetlands. Remedial work, followed by continuing
care, may require 2 to 4 billion dollars or more. It’s a lot. But
considering the benefits in health, economy, flood control,
aesthetics, recreation, and other areas, the necessary resources
could be raised.

Realizing this vision will require a lot of dedicated people,
including leadership by elected officials, volunteers, and profes-
sionals with many types of expertise. It will also need advocacy
group volunteers to summon the public will and funding to
accomplish it. But some people, it always turns out, just love
to take on significant challenges.

So perhaps it’s best to end with some options for people
who are thinking about what sorts of things they might like
to do. What is it in life that really sings to you? What are your
best skills? Do you wake up thinking about plants, birds, chil-
dren, engineering, poetry, zoning laws, journalism, or what?
Have you ever enjoyed negotiation? Are you the “glue-ball”
kind of person who can assemble and motivate thriving groups
of people? Might you like to become an expert on identifying
rare nematodes or symbiotic fungi? Every scientific challenge,
every social and economic challenge is looking for people to
invent, or popularize, or implement. Whether you're a beginner
or a veteran, Chicago Wilderness is a welcoming community
that could use you.



















































26

In late January, Chicago WILDERNESS Editor Debra Shore
sat down with two representatives from Illinois’ Congressional delegation,
Democrat Melissa Bean (IL-8) and Republican Mark Kirk (IL-10),
to discuss their environmental agendas, their favorite places,
and the prospects for the Great Lakes Restoration Act.

ien Melissa Bean won a seat in Congress in November

004, it was considered one of the biggest upsets of that

lection. She defeated the longest-serving Republican
member of the House of Representatives, Phil Crane, and the
environment was one of her strongest issues.

Bean, 44, lives with her husband, Alan, and two daughters,
Victoria and Michelle, in Barrington in northwest Cook
County. “We actually live out on a small lake,” Bean said. “My
daughters love it. They can fish and go out on the water. When
we bike, we go to Cuba Marsh by Ela and Cuba Roads. My in-
laws have a place in Hayward, Wisconsin, which is where we
disconnect best because it’s just so quiet.

“People who've moved to the 8th District really appreciate
the value of open space,” Bean said. “Air quality and water
quality are big issues. And people have had some really sad
stories to tell. There were some people living in Wauconda
near a Superfund site that may have been leaking vinyl chlo-
ride into their wells, contaminating their water. With Senator
Durbin’s help, we were able to get them about $750,000 in fed-
eral funding so they could get access to city water.” This issue
remains contentious for many residents who appreciate access
to safe water supplies but still want the contaminated site
cleaned up. Bean says she is continuing to seek a solution.

Bean and Congressman Mark Kirk are both sponsors of the
Great Lakes Restoration Act of 2005 (HR 792; introduced by
[llinois’ Rahm Emanuel), along with most other members of
the Illinois delegation and many from the Great Lakes states.
The Act recognizes the vital importance of the Great Lakes as
a source of fresh water for more than 40 million residents of the
United States and Canada and seeks funding to restore health
to the fishery, protect against invasive species, clean shorelines

of polluted sediments, and reduce beach closings, among other
things. In 2003, for instance, there were a record 1,473 beach
closings due to high bacteria levels in Lake Michigan alone.

Bean has begun an initiative to involve area small busi-
nesses in Lake Michigan restoration. By recruiting local com-
panies with an interest in the lake’s quality, she is working to
bring residents, government entities, and the business commu-
nity together in common purpose.

“If we can get the Great Lakes Restoration Act through,”
Bean says, “it calls for a public education campaign. That legis-
lation is about committing to the concept of moving forward.
It’s more about planning and targeting than appropriations at
this point. Without pay-as-you-go budget rules, it’s just harder
to even find the money to do anything you want to do. Once
we get our fiscal house back in order, we can do so much more.”

Still, Bean is proud of her efforts to defeat proposals to per-
mit drilling for oil in the Great Lakes, and she saluted her fel-
low Congressman’s support. “Mark Kirk came out to our press
conference when we talked about drilling for oil in the Great
Lakes,” she pointed out. “He may have been the only
Republican to do so.”

Mark Kirk was elected to Congress in 2000 from Illinois’
10¢h District, encompassing the eastern part of Lake County
and northern Cook County. Part of a group of moderate
Republicans seeking to promote environmental protection and
fiscal responsibility in Congress, Kirk is one of three represen-
tatives from the Chicago Wilderness region to serve on the
powerful House Appropriations Committee. The others are
Representative Jesse Jackson, Jr. (IL) and Peter Visclosky (IN).

An intelligence officer in the Naval Reserves and an attor-
ney, Kirk lives with his wife Kimberly at the former Fort
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