
 
 

 

January 20, 2020 

 
Dear Friend in Conservation,  
 
As a conservation leader in our region, you have played an important role in advancing the Chicago 
Wilderness mission to build and implement a regional plan for preserving and restoring nature’s assets. 
This improves overall environmental health; promotes better quality of life; and benefits our vibrant 
communities. The Chicago Wilderness Alliance is sustained through the generous support of donors 
and sponsorship of our major events.  
 
We invite you to support Congress 2020, our premiere biennial venue to highlight regional 
conservation efforts and provide an opportunity for collaboration.  Join us on April 2, 2020 as we focus 
on inspiring and cultivating healthy communities for people and nature. We are thrilled to welcome 
storyteller, author, and cultural geographer, Carolyn Finney, as our keynote speaker. She is deeply 
interested in issues related to identity, difference, creativity, and resilience. She is helping to define a 
new vision of conservation that will carry us into the future, one that requires the cooperation and 
participation of all people. The Chicago Freedom School will lead facilitated discussions directly 
following the keynote and will be an opportunity for attendees to delve deeper into the issues, ideas 
and messages presented by Dr. Finney. The breakout sessions will allow for attendees to have honest 
and constructive conversations about issues of justice, equity, diversity and inclusion in the 
conservation community using a popular and liberatory education framework. Congress 2020 will also 
feature workshops hosted by regional conservation experts, and Fifth House Ensemble Rivers 
Empyrean performance will close out the event.  
                                                                 
We count on generous sponsorships to provide our entire community access to the high-quality 
presenters, workshops, trainings and networking opportunities that Congress has to offer. Sponsorship 
also allows Chicago Wilderness to provide need-based organizational and student scholarships, student 
rates, and very affordable general admission. Congress 2020 Sponsorship Form. 
 
Take this unique opportunity to join us in supporting and celebrating the diverse voices, green 
vision and united region that is Chicago Wilderness! Contact Laura Reilly with questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth S. Kessler, MBA, CPRE James J. Jerozal, Jr. 
Chair, Chicago Wilderness Vice Chair, Chicago Wilderness 

Executive Director, Director Energy Efficiency 
McHenry County Conservation District Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency Program
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