


Goals

. Learn about Chicago Wilderness’s Green Vision

« Understand the importance of rights-of-way to
conservation opportunities in the Chicago region

. See how the Chicago Wilderness Hub connects to
strategic conservation goals

« Be introduced to the gROWing Chicago Habitat
Initiative
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Agenda

12:00 Introduction

12:05 Chicago Wilderness and strategic conservation
12:10 Rights-of-Way and the 30 x 30 initiative

12:15 Chicago Wilderness Mapping Hub demonstration
12:30 The gROWing Chicago Initiative

12:40 Discussion, Q&A and preview of next Cafe
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Chicago Wllderness “Green Vision”

Diverse members working together in the region for vibrant
nature that improves environmental and human health,
promotes better quality of life, and benefits our collective home
- today and for generations to come.
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Chicago Wilderness
Green Vision

Green Vision:

10 million people on

8 million acres of vibrant
nature improving our
collective home
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Chicago Wilderness Green Vision & Hub

GREEN VISION - 2025
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Chicago Wilderness Green Vision:

Behind the Scenes

GREEN VISION - 2025
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Chicago Wilderness Green Vision:
Enduring History and Legacy

Chicago

Bird’s Eye View, Metro Chicago

Wilderness

Chicago @ ROW FIE
HWG LD.



Chicago Wilderness Green Vision:

N Enduring History and Legacy
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ROW Considerations:
Existing Models

Boston’s Bus Lanes Intelligent  Bicycleand Minimum Rain Street
and Transit Signals Car Share  LaneWidths I Gardens B Trees 8
Complete Streets  prioritization andTraffic  Stations @ : :

: Cameras m : jaissiensansansinatanieay :
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Electric M Easeof B  Accessiblel Permeable® Smart®  Bicycle O DigitalTags®  Wide 0

Vehicle Maintenance Surfaces Surfaces Meters Lanes and Sidewalks
Charging and Cycle Information
Stations Tracks Panels




ROW Considerations:
Similar Language and Challenges

_ The Electric Utility Network
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ROW Considerations:
Siting/Routing Challenges
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The original
“Green Infrastructure Vision”

Instead of only focusing on ecological
restoration in connected green corridors...

Has been expanded to the
“Green Vision”

The focus now includes all sectors and engages
people from all walks of life as expressed by 7

Green Infrastructure Vision:
1.8 million acres

%

Wildérness

conservation goals...
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‘Nature Positive by 2030

,,,,,,;*;"E?gev;fu"{v: l Convention on
o Biological Diversity
»
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[TIVE BY 2030

W Our Planet’s

W Fight for Life

Campaign
for Nature

AT LEAST 30 PERCENT OF
TERRESTRIAL AND INLAND WATER
AREAS AND 30 PERCENT OF OCEANS
MUST BE CONSERVED BY 2030.

—Joint Statement on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework
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M Federal
M State
Local Government
Jointly Owned

I Native American
B Non-Governmental Organization
B Regional Agency

Private Conservation

I Unknown Landowner

Private Unprotected
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Chicago Wilderness
30x30 Acreage

TOTAL AREA 7,970,000 acres

30% of Total Area 2,391,100 acres

Conservation & 579,000 acres
Parks (current)

+ Conservation 1,812,000 acres
needed (protection
only)

+ Conservation 225,300 acres
needed (all land

S G o Pt types contributin
)] ke N ¥ 0 yp g @ @ FIE

_ ®= Undeveloped lands (i.e., potential for conservation)



Chicago Wilderness
lllinois Portion

TOTAL AREA

30% of Total Area

Conservation & Parks
(current)

+ Conservation needed
(protection only)

+ Conservation needed
(all 1and types
contributing)

1,431,000 acres
375,000 acres

1,056,000 acres

55,500 acres
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CW-IL 30x30: 30% Across the
lllinois Portion of the Chicago Wilderness Region

Landscape Type IL Acreage in | 30% of Land cW o
e Ui e Goal** 30x30 Opportunity in CW-IL

Conservation Land 312,000 93,600 1,6,7 acres restored

Local Parkland 63,000 18,900 3,5 | acres benefiting plants, wildlife, and people

Undeveloped

Land* 185,000 55,500 4,5,7 acres added to conservation lands and waters

Agricultural Land | 2,690,000 807,000 2,7  acres in vibrant, regenerative agriculture

acres in green infrastructure (e.g. native plantings
Built Land 1,520,000 456,000 3,5 inyards, campuses, ROWs, gardens, green roofs,
etc.)

1
Chicago .. : : : :
Wilderness Total 4,770,000 1,430,000 acres in vibrant health, improving quality of life for all

*=not in agriculture or built-up (ie, potential for conservation) **= primary CW Goal (Climate mitigation is throughout) UIC Jtivird LD.




Chicago Wilderness Green Vision & Hub

GREEN VISION - 2025
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Purpose of “CW Hub”

 Organize around key conservation goals
e Getting GIS in the hands of the public/stakeholders
e Track our regional progress

e Landing pages for each conservation goal
(w/ Interactive maps, map galleries, and resources)
 One stop shop for regional conservation
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Quick Demo

Data Repository
GIS and
Goal Tracking

hub.chicagowilderness.org
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Data Repository and GIS

‘ CW Repository Upload

m Upload a dataset or PDF

Shepherds

DATA
REPOSITORY

Data Catalog

Interactive Maps

[ Protocting Hoalthy Water o
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Tracking & Data Capture System (Healthy Lands Example)
Dashboard Tracking

Actively Managed Land by Watershed

Managed Healthy Lands

22209k Acres

O gost 500000 Ace of marogec by 2025

Field Maps
S123 & Quick Capture

Restoration Invasive Plant
Work Observations

DATA
REPOSITORY

Data Layers Loaded
as Indicators of
Managed Land

Independent habitat assessment
Illinois Natural Areas Inventory
(INAI) sites (Ilinois DNR, 2021)

Independent habitat assessment:
Wisconsin State Natural Areas
(WDNR, 2021)

Evidanca ofongoing X Invasive plant species ... [
management:

Indiana Dunes Prescribed Burns
(National Park Service, 2021)

o survey

et S o )

Buckthorn (Rhamnus spp)

CW Restoration Work

Evidence of ongoing This application capturs ecological

management 352 shared resource
WI DNR Prescribed Burns (W1 DNR, for individuals and argan s. New
2021) users have access to this appln:

ion
after creating a free account on CW Hub
Evidence of ongoing (hub.chicagowilderness.org).
management:

Zoom into the map to see g.of managed lands. Dark shading shows areas with the Annual lllinois Prescribed Fires

i, L _ .15
Earthsear Geographies | Esri, HERE, Garmin Powered by 57

Indicator Layers &

; o
parcel:scale trackin Y A ©
i il fou are logged in as
A m nt highest quantity of managed lands (in acres). Zooming into the map shows managed habitat areas where ﬁf;"g‘;’j‘"‘jejo“”;;"‘s Prescribed “MarkJ_community.” Data you enter Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana)
darder shading shows areas with multiple categories satisfied. . will be associated with this account. Log
0
0

out and log back in if you want to user @
Managed Habitat Acres by Watershed | Managed Habitat Acres by Census Tract « Tracking Layers » another account. 'Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata

You can associate your data with an
organization [optional

cting "Other.

Date when this work or observation

occurred [—

Invasive Plants Guide for llinois

© GPS accuracy 18
| Restoration Areas (1) @

0 X6
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Next Steps

1. Update goal landing pages with a clear vision of the problem and how it

will be addressed!
2. Create tracking systems & dashboards for each goal
3. Deploy more data capturing systems (e.g. field apps)

4. Add thematic interactive maps

Chicago @ i ow FIE
Wilderness HWG LD.



Electric Transmission Pipelines Railroads Highways

Chicago @ RoOW FIE
Wilderness HWG LD.



All Major ROWSs in CW ki

Major ROWs Connecting Protected Lands s 2

Major ROWs Adjacent to Protected Lands
(without Protected Lands)

560 mi of Transmission Lines %
23 mi of Interstate Highways /,

605 mi of County Roads /*_

418 mi of Major railways 2D &

244 mi of Pipelines ~
1,850 mi Total in/adjacent to PL’s ’ X, JETIN, 3= i ;;,«._

—p 'j’. . :(} TR .;_" ¢
~ 23,000 Acres 2 B RTINS e
iy 5 T .
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Database Integration (ROW and CW Hub)
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Current participants

3

Utility
Companies

15 ' 4
Conservation Private
Organizations landowners

7

Roadway
Organizations

10

Public
landowners

Photos courtesy of IL DOT, Montgomery County, NiSource and Pheasants Forever.

L pvan
Chicago ROW FIE
Wilderness @ HWG LD






How Will We Do This?

REVIEW

existing mapping data to identify
layers of natural areas

IDENTIFY

opportunities for new habitat
conservation projects

ENGAGE

stakeholder and public interest in
habitat and energy conservation

What do we have?

What do we need?

What is the best way to
prioritize?

Who do we need to engage?

Ideally what does the

prioritization strategy look like?
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Discussion Questions

e \What did you hear today that most interested or surprised you?

e How do you see rights-of-way playing a role in meeting regional conservation
goals?

e \What is one map you'd most like to see that would best support conservation
on or adjacent to rights-of-way?

Chicago ﬁb‘—w FIE
Wilderness HWG LD.



Up Next:

Prioritization Mapping

Built Infrastrucuture

Join us on July 20th at 12:30 -
1:30pm for the next CW Mapping
Café

Goal:

Bring together land managers
(ROWs, partner orgs) and GIS
specialists to begin shaping what a
useful prioritization strategy could
look like




gROWing Chicago Habitat
Help us spread the word!

gROWing Chicago

a framework for habitat conservation in the Chicago area

About Get Involved

QROWing Chicago Habitat realizes the recommendations of the
Rights-of-Way as Habitat Working Group's 2021 Strategic
Roadmap exercise: Expanding Pollinator Habitat on Utility and
Transport.

jon Rights-of-Way across the Chicago Region

prepared by the Energy Resources Center at the University of

llinois Chicago (UIC)
The study denotes the following objectives:

I. Create & network for ROW organizations, public and private
landowners, and conservation organizations in the Chicago

atform 10 share ROW projects,
success stories, borate on initiatives

111, Establish a prioritization strategy 1o focus habitat
consenvation efforts across Chicagoland ROWs

https://rightofway.erc.uic.edu/projects/growing-chicago/
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