
Mapping the Vision

MAPPING THE GREEN VISION: CHICAGO WILDERNESS 
HUB AND SUPPORT FOR STRATEGIC CONSERVATION



Goals

● Learn about Chicago Wilderness’s Green Vision

● Understand the importance of rights-of-way to 
conservation opportunities in the Chicago region

● See how the Chicago Wilderness Hub connects to 
strategic conservation goals

● Be introduced to the gROWing Chicago Habitat 
Initiative



Agenda

12:00 Introduction
12:05 Chicago Wilderness and strategic conservation
12:10 Rights-of-Way and the 30 x 30 initiative
12:15 Chicago Wilderness Mapping Hub demonstration
12:30 The gROWing Chicago Initiative
12:40 Discussion, Q&A and preview of next Cafe
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Chicago Wilderness

Chicago Wilderness “Green Vision”

Diverse members working together in the region for vibrant 
nature that improves environmental and human health, 
promotes better quality of life, and benefits our collective home 
– today and for generations to come.
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Chicago Wilderness 
Green Vision

Green Vision: 

10 million people on         
8 million acres of vibrant 
nature improving our 
collective home
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Chicago Wilderness Green Vision & Hub

25 250+ 578k 7
years partners acres protected goals



Chicago Wilderness Green Vision: 
Behind the Scenes 



Chicago Wilderness Green Vision: 
Enduring History and Legacy



Chicago Wilderness Green Vision: 
Enduring History and Legacy



ROW Considerations: 
Existing Models 



ROW Considerations: 
Similar Language and Challenges

 



ROW Considerations: 
Siting/Routing Challenges
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The original
“Green Infrastructure Vision”

13

Green Infrastructure Vision: 
1.8 million acres

Has been expanded to the 
“Green Vision”

Instead of only focusing on ecological 
restoration in connected green corridors…

The focus now includes all sectors and engages 
people from all walks of life as expressed by 7 
conservation goals…

Green Vision
7.7 million acres
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30x30



FIELD MUSEUM   ACTION COMMITTEE MEETING   6.15.2022
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Chicago Wilderness 
30x30 Acreage

 = Undeveloped lands (i.e.,  potential for conservation)

TOTAL AREA 7,970,000 acres

30% of Total Area 2,391,100 acres

Conservation & 
Parks (current)

579,000 acres

+ Conservation 
needed (protection 
only)

1,812,000 acres

+ Conservation 
needed (all land 
types contributing)

225,300 acres
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Chicago Wilderness 
Illinois Portion

TOTAL AREA 4,770,000 acres

30% of Total Area 1,431,000 acres

Conservation & Parks 
(current)

375,000 acres

+ Conservation needed 
(protection only)

1,056,000 acres

+ Conservation needed 
(all land types 
contributing)

55,500 acres
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CW-IL 30x30: 30% Across the 
Illinois Portion of the Chicago Wilderness Region 

Landscape Type
(Land Use)

IL Acreage in 
CW Region

30% of Land 
Type

CW 
Goal** 30x30 Opportunity in CW-IL

Conservation Land 312,000 93,600 1, 6, 7 acres restored 

Local Parkland 63,000 18,900 3, 5 acres benefiting plants, wildlife, and people

Undeveloped 
Land* 185,000 55,500 4, 5, 7 acres added to conservation lands and waters

Agricultural Land 2,690,000 807,000 2, 7 acres in vibrant, regenerative agriculture

Built Land 1,520,000 456,000 3, 5
acres in green infrastructure (e.g. native plantings 
in yards, campuses, ROWs, gardens, green roofs, 
etc.)

Chicago 
Wilderness Total 4,770,000 1,430,000 1-7 acres in vibrant health, improving quality of life for all
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Chicago Wilderness Green Vision & Hub

25 250+ 578k 7
years partners acres protected goals
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Purpose of “CW Hub”
• Organize around key conservation goals

• Getting GIS in the hands of the public/stakeholders

• Track our regional progress

• Landing pages for each conservation goal

(w/ Interactive maps, map galleries, and resources)

• One stop shop for regional conservation
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Data Repository
GIS and

Goal Tracking

hub.chicagowilderness.org

Quick Demo
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DATA
REPOSITORY

Interactive Maps Data Catalog

User
Data

Shepherds

Data Repository and GIS
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DATA
REPOSITORY

Tracking & Data Capture System (Healthy Lands Example)
Dashboard Tracking

Indicator Layers &  
Assessments

Field Maps
S123 & Quick Capture

Restoration
Work

Invasive Plant 
Observations
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Next Steps

1. Update goal landing pages with a clear vision of the problem and how it 

will be addressed!

2. Create tracking systems & dashboards for each goal

3. Deploy more data capturing systems (e.g. field apps)

4. Add thematic interactive maps



HighwaysRailroadsPipelinesElectric Transmission



All Major ROWs in CW

Major ROWs Connecting Protected Lands

Major ROWs Adjacent to Protected Lands

(without Protected Lands)

  560 mi of Transmission Lines
     23 mi of Interstate Highways
   605 mi of County Roads
   418 mi of Major railways
   244 mi of Pipelines
____________________________
1,850 mi Total in/adjacent to PL’s

~ 23,000 Acres
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Database Integration (ROW and CW Hub)

ROW DB
System

CW HUB DB
System



 









How Will We Do This?



Discussion Questions

● What did you hear today that most interested or surprised you?

● How do you see rights-of-way playing a role in meeting regional conservation 
goals? 

● What is one map you'd most like to see that would best support conservation 
on or adjacent to rights-of-way?






