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What is the City Nature Challenge (CN(

® |t's a community science project

O

Public participation in scientific research

e |t’s a bioblitz-style competition using iNaturalist where
cities around the world see who can

O

@)
@)
(@)

make the most observations of nature,
find the most species, and

engage the most people

in a 4-day period each spring

® Focus is on wild plants, animals, mushrooms (not pets or
planted plants)

CITY NATURE CHALLEMGE IS ORGANIZED BY

NATURAL
HISTORY

MUSEUM

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Naturalist



Why is there a City Nature Challenge (CNC) ?

® For the first-ever Citizen Science Day in 2016, NHM (Natural History Museum of Los Angeles
County) and California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco teamed up to capitalize on
their home cities’ friendly rivalry

® |t was an eight-day competition between Los Angeles and San Francisco, engaging residents
and visitors in documenting nature to better understand urban biodiversity

® Almost 20,000 observations were made by more than 1,000 people in a one-week period,
cataloging approximately 1,600 species in each location, including new records for both
areas

® 1In 2017 the City Nature Challenge went national and Chicago was included with 13
additional cities

® [n 2018 the CNC became an international event!



When is the City Nature Challenge (CNC) ?

® CNC has two parts:
o A four-day global bioblitz: April 24 — 27, 2026
O Anidentification period: April 28 - May 10, 2026

® Results are announced on May 13, 2026




Where is the City Nature Challenge (CNC) ?
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) Ahywhere with “wild” plants, animafs,
Where Can | Find Nature ?

fungi (everywhere!)

Forest preserves
Parks o :
Your backyard or neighborhood 3 : ‘ Zg‘?‘

Even inside your house

l . iNaturali X



Who Can Participate in the City Nature Challenge

?
(c%g)e Who can take a digital photo and upload it to iNaturalist
® Anyone who can help identify wild flora or fauna

e Individuals are welcome to join an existing project LU == 1 ==
e Thereis also a global project if no local project exists




How Can My Organization Participate in the

CNC?

® |If your city falls within an existing project area

(e.g. Chicagoland)...

o Observations shared to the iNaturalist app or
website are automatically added to the project

o Send us your events before April 1!

mini bioblitzes at your parks
guided nature hikes

naturalist meet-ups
identification days

iNaturalist workshops/trainings

Naturalist
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Can I Really Make A Difference?

Featured observations from around the world
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14. Chisos Mountain %
Crested Coralroot 6. Hawksbill Sea Turtle

MICHOACAN, MEXICO DAVAO, PHIL_IPPINES )
found by @elimaya found by Michael . Sibbaluca

Critically endangered. Critically endangered species
documented by a new

Contributed by community Including 3,338 rare/threatened/ From 669 cities in 62 countries iNaturalist user.

scientists worldwide endangered on 6 continents

Founded in Los Angeles and San Francisco in 2016
10 years of bringing the world together for biodiversity 3 \
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About

Take the City Nature Challenge! Search
for wild plants, animals, and other
creatures to see how many species you
can find and show the world how diverse
our Chicagoland Region is. Add your
observations to iNaturalist and they'll

Members & 174

Read More »

W Project Journal

1,053 1,377 —
Overview OBSERVATIONS SPECIES IDENTIFIERS OBSERVERS
Most Observations “** Most Species Most Observed Species
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Between April 26th and April 29th, 2024:
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st Naturalist

an app (iI0S and

a place to get species Android _

identified by ) an organism
knowledgeable people occurrence recording

an automated species tool
recognition tool - “computer

_ vision”

a social network of people
sharing their nature a map and database
observations a platform for science of the world’s

biodiversity



An observation records an encounter with an
individual organism at a particular time and
location.

Oxalis violacea

Trithium recurvatum






Explore,
Document, Share,

Identify, Discuss
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Identify, Discuss, Network,
Socialize!

the iNaturalist community

“computer vision” (automated image recognition tool)
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Evidence of organisms




iNaturalist App vs. Website

| use the app to...
* Make observations
* View observations near me while traveling

| use the website to...

do everything else

* Upload observations from camera

e Add/refine identifications

* Add IDs, comment, fave other users’ observations
* Create and manage projects

*  Write journal and project posts

* View taxon pages

* View stats

* Find local or taxonomic experts

* Exportdata
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One of Many

Community Science
Projects in Our
Region

eBird

BudBurst

Plants of Concern

Chicago Piping Plover Monitors
Bird Conservation Network Surveys
Project MartinWatch

Calling Frog Survey

lllinois Butterfly Monitoring Network
Illinois Odonate Survey

Acoustic Bat Monitoring

Rapid Floristic Quality Assessment

more @ chicagoparkdistrict.com/community-science
+ scistarter.org

Engage the public in learning about plants and
animals in the parks and their neighborhoods

Create biodiversity data to help park staff &
researchers understand our city

Monitor rare, threatened, endangered species
Track invasive species

Direct conservation efforts




Discuss

DO RIS rryr e s @ 1D Withdrawn v

wdanielatha do you have tips for non-flowering Persicaria punctata/hydropiper/robustior?

daniefatha suggested an 1D ¥ Improving Yy v

Persicaria hydropiper = Compare

Hi Cassi

I'm glad you are interested in Persicaria. They are some of my favorite plants. Partly because

they vex botanists so much. ha ha Me included!!
These are three with peppery tasting leaves. Here are some tips for individual species

Persicaria hydropiper - Annual stems red, usually un-branched; swollen nodes; ocreae with
axiliary shoots and often cleistogamous flowers, leaves peppery tasting. This species is said
to be non-native in North America, but | believe it is native

Persicaria punctata - Annuat stems green, usually branched; nodes barely swollen; ocreae
with or without axillary shoots, but lower ocreae without cleistogamous flowers, leaves
peppery tasting

Persicaria robustior - Perennial otherwise like Persicaria punctata, but with long. submerged
rhizomes, larger leaves and more crowded inflorescences. Leaves super peppery tasting-- so

had I B wne arew M thar tha Aathoar v | Bhaue nnbe amce I & =) ar nd




How to get identifications on your
observations

1.
2.

Make sure the observation has a date, location, photo/sound
Try to get the photos/sounds needed to identify this group of organisms

Add your own ID at the narrowest level you feel comfortable with, for example “plants” or
“beetles”. Observations with an ID are much more likely to be identified

Wait. IDs sometimes just take time

If you observed an animal track, scat, or feather, add an annotation indicating so. Some identifiers
will search specifically for these types of evidence of presence

Engage with the iNat community by adding IDs for others
Find and @ mention users who may be able to identify your organism

Strengthen your own ID skills to improve your observations and share your knowledge with the
community
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Identify to the “finest” level you are
confident
N

bouteloua suggested an 1D b W

- Order Lepidoptera

Butterflies and Moths

amramz suggested an D ¥ Improving I! i o

e Superfamily Nectuocidea =Compare |+ Agree
all  Crwiet Moths and Allies

kBthegrs suggested an ID ¥ Improving 4 W
Tribe Arctiini =Compare | | o Agres
Tiger Maths

thebals suggested an I0 = Leading w

Genus Apantesis =Compars | |  Agres
A, rmerndar of Tribe Arctiini (Tiger Moths)




Help identify & confirm IDs

|dentify

Q Species Chicago Parks

=Filters@) [ Reviewed

Genus Rudbeckia Genus Quercus Kingdom Plantae
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Geoprivacy

® Location privacy
e Manual option - personal geoprivacy
e Automatic - “taxon geoprivacy” for at-risk species

O
Obscured :
Open Random point within a Prlvate

0.2 X 0.2 degree rectangle (~150 square
miles)



iNaturalist (app and website)

Seek (app)

iNaturalist is an online community that allows you to share
observations to discuss, identify, and create research-quality citizen
science data for science and conservation.

Seek allows curious naturalists of all ages to earn badges and participate in
challenges to observe organisms with on-screen identification using computer
vision for identifications based on data from iNaturalist.

Best choice if you want to connect with others, share data, and are
interested in natural history and contributing to citizen science

Best choice if you do not want to create an account or share data, or are just
getting started exploring nature

Users must be 13 or older to make an account

No login or account required, kid-safe. Users aged 13+ or with parent’s
permission can optionally log in with their iNaturalist account and post
observations to iNaturalist through Seek

iNaturalist’s identification model provides initial suggestions, but
other people in the iNaturalist community help you identify and
confirm your observations

Seek’s identification model provides an identification in real-time on screen

Records observations as biodiversity data that contribute to citizen
science

This identification does not leave your device or require an internet
connection to work

Photo, location, and time are recorded with each of your
observations in the iNaturalist database

No personally identifiable information is collected from users who do not log
in with their iNaturalist account
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. CNC_Chicagoland

View all Chicagoland Region events and
submit yours to us by April 1st:
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Observation and ID Gathering

417 N Ashland Ave,
Chicago, IL 60622
districtbrewyards.com

Wednesday May 6", 6PM

Meet other organizers and
participants to ID observations
together in a fun social setting!



http://districtbrewyards.com/foodmenu/
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