
Chicago Wilderness 
envisions a vibrant 
region where people 
and nature thrive 
together, promo�ng 
diverse and healthy 
communi�es, 
economic vitality, and 
well-being for all. 

Chicago Wilderness members work collaboratively in 
the greater Chicago region—stretching around Lake 
Michigan from southwestern Michigan to northwestern 
Indiana, northeastern Illinois, and into southeastern 
Wisconsin—to build and implement a regional plan for 
vibrant nature that improves environmental health, 
promotes better quality of life, and benefits our great 
metropolis.

GREEN VISION
Chicago Wilderness envisions a region with vibrant nature 
that promotes health, economic vitality, and well-being for 
all. We engage with diverse communities to care actively for 
the environment. And we focus on the opportunity to restore 
healthy lands and waters, create expansive green corridors, 
revitalize brownfields, and make nature's wonders accessi-
ble to all.

UNITED REGION
Chicago Wilderness works across geographic boundaries to 
nurture healthy habitats for people, plants, and wildlife. The 
alliance uses rigorous science to reach shared aspirations 
and tackle challenges to benefit our collective home.
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DIVERSE VOICES
Chicago Wilderness is committed to embracing the full 
diversity of voices in the region: from city neighborhoods to 
farming communities, from volunteers to corporations, from 
faith-based organizations to academic institutions. Full 
richness of participation is essential for the success of an 
integrated green vision.

WE ARE AN 
 ALLIANCE

We are an alliance of 
more than 250 members, 
including public 
land-owning agencies 
like park and forest 
preserves and 
conservation districts, 
regional and national 
nonprofit organizations, 
community-based 
organizations, education 
institutions, government 
agencies, businesses, and 
volunteer-based groups. 
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Chicago Wilderness 
envisions a vibrant 
region where people 
and nature thrive 
together, promoting 
diverse and healthy 
communities, 
economic vitality, and 
well-being for all. 

Chicago Wilderness members work 
collaboratively in the greater Chicago 
region to build and implement a 
regional plan for preserving and 
restoring nature that improves 
environmental health, promotes 
better quality of life, and benefits 
our vibrant communities. 

GREEN VISION
We envision a region with vibrant nature that promotes health, 
economic vitality, and well-being for all. We engage with 
diverse communities to care actively for the environment. We 
focus on the opportunity to restore healthy lands and waters, 
create expansive green corridors, revitalize brownfields, and 
make nature's wonders accessible to all.

UNITED REGION
We work across geographic boundaries to nurture healthy 
habitats for people, plants, and wildlife. The Chicago 
Wilderness region stretches around Lake Michigan from 
southwestern Michigan to northwestern Indiana, northeastern 
Illinois, and into southeastern Wisconsin.The alliance uses 
rigorous science to reach shared aspirations and tackle 
challenges to benefit our collective home.

DIVERSE VOICES.
GREEN VISION.

UNITED REGION.

DIVERSE VOICES
Chicago Wilderness is committed to embracing the full diversity 
of voices in the region: from city neighborhoods to farming 
communities, from volunteers to corporations, from faith-based 
organizations to academic institutions. Full richness of participa-
tion is essential for the success of an integrated green vision.

We are an alliance of 
more than 250 members, 
including public 
land-owning agencies 
like park and forest 
preserves and 
conservation districts, 
regional and national 
nonprofit organizations, 
community-based 
organizations, education 
institutions, government 
agencies, businesses, and 
volunteer-based groups. 

Contact Us    web: www.chicagowilderness.org     email: info@chicagowilderness.org     Twitter: @chiwilderness     Facebook: @ChicagoWilderness
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Conserving parklands, 
open spaces, and 
healthy habitats for 
plants and animals
Stewarding rich nature 
and promoting an 
expansive network of 
green corridors 
essential for 
environmental health
promoting urban 
gardens and 
conservation-friendly 
agriculture

Chicago Wilderness Green Vision: A grand opportunity for all.

Promoting clean air 
to breathe and clean 
water to drink 
through healthy lands 
and waters

Using nature-based 
solutions to address 
climate change and 
its implications

Connecting children, 
families, and adults 
from all walks of life 
to the wonders of 
nature

Promoting accessible 
nature for all

Chicago Wilderness 
member organizations can 
be a resource for finding 
out how to garden for 
nature, volunteer in your 
community, find 
information about 
conservation events or 
careers, as well as to 
explore and learn about 
nature in our region. Find 
out how you can join or 
get involved at 
www.chicagowilderness.o
rg

WE FOCUS ON...

Chicago Wilderness member organizations can be a 
resource for finding out how to garden for nature, volunteer 
in your community, find information about conservation 
events or careers, as well as to explore and learn about 
nature in our region. Find out how you can join or get 
involved at www.chicagowilderness.org
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Conserving parklands, 
open spaces, and 
healthy habitats for 
plants and animals
Stewarding rich nature 
and promoting an 
expansive network of 
green corridors 
essential for 
environmental health
Promoting urban 
gardens and 
conservation-friendly 
agriculture
Revitalizing 
brownfields

Promoting clean air to 
breathe and clean water 
to drink through 
healthy lands and 
waters

Using nature-based 
solutions to address 
climate change and its 
implications

Connecting children, 
families, and adults 
from all walks of life to 
the wonders of nature

Promoting accessible 
nature for all

Chicago Wilderness 
organizations focus on:

Chicago Wilderness Green Vision: A grand opportunity for all.

Chicago Wilderness Alliance members are committed to 
the following:

Please contact Laura Reilly, CW Coordinator at 
laura.reillycw@gmail.com

The Chicago Wilderness Alliance is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Forest 
Preserves, a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization. All member dues are 
tax-deductible to the extent of the law.

Science-based Actions
Use of rigorous science and 
resilient land management that 
integrates fully with quality of life.

Broad Partnerships
Strategic partnerships with diverse 
urban, suburban, and rural 
communities, economic- and 
tourism-based agencies, health and 
wellness organizations, faith 
communities, and active users of 
open space.

Celebration of Nature’s Wonders
Use of inviting educational   
materials that engage children and 
families in the wonders of nature, and 
strengthen the relationship of people 
and cultures to the natural world.

Diversity of Voices
Celebration of the region’s 
diverse voices in defining and 
implementing the Green Vision 
of Chicago Wilderness.
Nature-based Solutions for 
Climate Change
Embracing the context of climate 
change in working for our 
region’s lands and waters to help 
protect people, plants, and 
wildlife from extreme weather, 
flooding, and increased threats 
from disease.
Grassroots Participation
Ever-increasing grassroots 
stewardship of local nature, 
important places, and cultural 
corridors that connect these spaces.

  

FOCUS

OUR COMMITTMENT

MEMBER
BENEFITS

QUESTIONS?

Looking for information on 
local conservation events or 
career opportunities? 
Interested in learning how to 
garden for nature? Want to 
explore and learn about 
nature in our region and 
connect with others working 
on conservation? Chicago 
Wilderness members work 
together to offer all of this 
and more!   

Chicago Wilderness depends 
on member contributions to 
sustain our work. 

Individuals, organizations ─
public and private, and 
corporations are invited to 
become a member of the 
Chicago Wilderness 
Alliance.

We aim to be inclusive. 
Annual member dues use a 
sliding scale to accommo-
date organizations of all 
sizes. 

JOIN US

● Use the Chicago Wilderness 
Alliance as a platform to build 
strategic collaborations and 
partnerships.

● Have a voice in important 
regional discussions.

● Receive Chicago Wilderness 
Alliance monthly e-news and 
updates.

● Gain exposure through our 
website and member app.

● Promote your organization’s work 
through recognition at events, our 
website calendar, social media and 
other communication vehicles.

● Share resources and knowledge 
with conservation and community 
leaders.

● Career opportunity listings on our 
job board.

● Take advantage of key initiatives 
that help you build capacity and 
funding.

● Become eligible to receive grants 
and other funding opportunities.

LAKE MICHIGAN 
SHORELINE

225 miles

PROTECTED
AREAS

545k

 
 

Become a Chicago 
Wilderness Alliance 
member today! 
Find out how you can join 
or get involved at 
www.chicagowilderness.org


