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The recent call for papers on this topic brought to mind the contribution that the Cataloguing and Indexing
Group made to the cataloguing of non-text material in the context of Anglo-American cataloguing rules (AACR).
As this year is the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of AACR in 1967, it seems an opportune time to review
this contribution.
Subsequent to the publication of AACR, the CIG Committee recognised the need for a collection of examples of
items catalogued according to these rules. The Committee appointed a working party to plan the compilation of
such a collection, to decide on its scope and method of arrangement, and to select suitable examples. An
editor was required and I undertook to perform this task.
Examples illustrating Anglo-American cataloguing rules: British text was published in 1973. The work proved
very popular and received good reviews. It contained just over two hundred examples. However, all but a few
of these (e.g. music, motion pictures and graphics), concentrated on print material. It was never the intention
to provide detailed samples of non-book materials, as the rules for such materials were in process of
development. This development was continued by the Joint Steering Committee for AACR and the various
national committees throughout the 1970s, culminating in the second edition of Anglo-American cataloguing
rules (AACR2) in 1978. This contained rules for a wide range of non-text media.
CIG decided that an up-date of the sampler was required to reflect these changes. Financial support was
obtained from the British Library Bibliographic Services Division and this enabled a research assistant, Nick
Fox, to be appointed. Various individuals suggested possible inclusions and, in addition, Nick and I scoured
libraries, museums, educational institutions and elsewhere for appropriate items. These were selected not only
because of the type of material but also because they illustrated particular responsibility, descriptive or other
problems that we wished to highlight. Nick, an enthusiastic worker, would suddenly appear to announce ‘I have
found a diorama’, or ‘I’ve got a stained microscope slide with a parallel title’. The second edition, Examples
illustrating AACR2, was published in 1980. The three hundred and sixty-three examples included not only
printed monographs but serials, cartographic materials, manuscripts, music, sound recordings, motion picture
and video recordings, graphic materials, microforms, computer files and multimedia. There were, for instance:
a 1914-1918 war medal; an illuminated globe; a score for Elgar’s Pomp and circumstance; a sand painting, a
display of two butterflies; a silver shoe horn; and Library of Congress subject headings on microfiche. Two of
the oddest items were, perhaps, an alarm clock and a body exerciser, a portable fitness gym. These had to be
given the specific names ‘1 clock’ and ‘1 exerciser’ in the physical description area; none of the listed terms
given in AACR2 were appropriate.
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As far as the cataloguing of these items was concerned, AACR2 coped extremely well. There were very few
occasions when a solution had to be obtained by analogy with a rule that was not intentionally specific to the
problem.
There were, of course, a few cataloguers who disagreed with certain solutions to problems. Some rules
deliberately provided for more than one interpretation. It was often possible to produce convincing arguments
for favouring at least two different rules for deciding the same point. When debate took place, one of the
objectives of the sampler was achieved.
For those who are not familiar with Examples (it has not been available for a number of years), appended (see
Figure 1) are a few selected entries reproduced from the text of Examples illustrating AACR2 (1980) that will
reveal the wide-ranging scope of the work. Also given below (see Figure 2) are several further entries that
show the detail required in the accompanying explanatory commentary that was appended to each entry.
The last edition, Examples illustrating AACR2 1988 revision, was published in 1989 and the number of
examples had increased to four hundred and sixty. One section that needed extensive revision was Chapter
Nine; this dealt with the rapidly changing world of computer files.
It is thirty-five years since I last attended a meeting of the Library Association/British Library Committee on
AACR2 or the international Joint Steering Committee for revision of AACR but I well recall the wide-ranging,
detailed discussions that took place concerning the requirements and interpretations of the rules. I have fond
memories of the very able people who were members of these Committees and also the CIG working party;
some of the finest cataloguing minds in the world at that time, for example, Michael Gorman, AACR Editor and
author of The concise AACR. The library profession owes a great debt to these and others who followed them.
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Figure 1. Selected entries reproduced from Examples illustrating AACR2 (1980)
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Figure 2. Further entries from Examples illustrating AACR2 (1980), showing detailed accompanying explanatory commentary
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