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LC TO START NEW CATALOGUE IN 1971 ? 

An important development affecti ng the implementation of the Anglo­
American Cataloguing nules in the United States and throughout the 
English-speaking world was announced to delegates at the Inter­
national Meeting of Cataloguing Experts, held in Copenhagen in 
August, when they were told by Mr C. Sumner Spalding, Assistant 
Director of the Processing Department at the Library of Congress, of 
a "trial balloon" that was being sent up "with regard to the possi­
bility of the Library of Congress c losing its present catalogues as at 
the end of 1970" 

Replying to questions raised by the Netherlands and British dele­
gates on the American Shared Cataloging Program and the difficulties 
of participating libraries in predicting th e "superimposed" headings 
brought about by L C' s policy of incompl ete adoption of the new Code, 
Mr Spalding said that it was an extremely involved question, with 
many problems still to be solved. It was essential that consideration 
be given to the point of view of all th e ..... merican libraries using LC 
services, and so far they had not all been consulted. 

"WE AnE looking forward hopefully to the possibility that we may 
c lose our pre sent catalogues as of the end of 1970," sa id ~Ir Spalding, 
who was Editor of AACR from 1962 until its publication . "In that 
case, there would be no more superimposition; we should probably be 
able to throw out Rule 99 of the North American Text; and we may be 
able to accept the British Rule 98". 

(These two rules prescribe the entry of certain types of corporate 
autho r under place, rather than under nam e , and cons titute perhaps 
the single most important divergence between the British and North 
American texts. Their amendment as s uggested by :,Ir Spalding would 
have the effect of bringing the rules for entry in the two texts so close 
together as to be indistinguishable from each other in most respects). 

THE CLOSING of the catalogues would al so provide a great opport­
unity for the overhauling of the LC system of s ubject head ings, and 
it was likely that this opportunity would also be seized. 

Finally, said Mr Spalding, these changes would constitute "A 
giant step forward towards the international standardisation of 
cataloguing information ". 

A report 0" the "llernatioTlfl/ Aleetitlg 0/ Cataloguing Experts is 
published ou page 12 (back page) of Ihis issue. 
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MEETINGS CATALOGUING AND INDEXING GROUP ACTIVITIES 

1969 September 25 Southport, Cambridge Hall. 2. 30 Cataloguing & Indexing Group session at the Public 
Libraries Conference. 'Codes, Computers and Common Sense: the future of catalogue 
making', by P.R. Lewis. 

October 24 Cambridge, Scientific P eriodical s Library (Benet Street). 7.30 Join t Meeting with 
L .A. Eastern Branch. 'Illegal Search: th e production by computer o f a union catalogue 
of scientific libraries', by Elizabeth Stow. 

November 12 London, Library Association. 6 p.m. Talk by John Commander, Balding & Mansell, on 
the production of the published National Un ion Catalog. 

1970 J anuary 29 London, L i brary Association. 6 p.m. 'Information Retrieval in the Briti s h MEDLARS 
System', by Elizabeth D. Barraclough, Manager, Northern Universities Multiple 
Access Computer. 

April 10-13 Aberystwyth, Pantycelyn Hall, University College. Res idential Sem inar on Subject 
Access to Information . Full details of programme, speakers and fees, etc., to be 
circulated to members. 

FILING RULES WORKING PARTY 
Pressure of other inte.rests has obliged Mr Keith Davi son to r,esign the Chairmanship of the Fi l ing 

Ru les WorkIng Party . He IS to be succeeded by Mr David Dews (Manchester Business School) in the 
new year; and Mr John Jolliffe (British Museum) has agreed to act as 'caretaker' Chairman for the 
remainder of this year. 

. Th e Working Party is currently conce rned principally with th e testi ng of the field-fil ina principles 
whIch have evolved fro~ its earlier work. A pilot survey of filing practices in Birmingham is being 
carned o ut, In aSSOCIatIOn wIth Mr R. Duchesne and the Birmingham librari es ' computer project, in 
prepar.atlOn for a WIder, full survey. The Data Processing Centre in Manches te r is programming three 
collatIng sequences expenmentally ; and at the J3..N . B. a pri nt-out is to be made of 1,000 difficult 
entnes as they would appear in the British MARC filing order. 
.. A compari son of the principles i s a lso being made with British Standard B.S. 1749 (Alphabetical 

fIlIng), of which the new edition has now been published. 

MEMBERSIIIP FIGURES 
According to Library Assoc iation fi gures, the Group now has a total of 1 286 membe rs a net increase 

of 384 si nce last year. Although, .for. various reas ons, a number of members i; 'lost' each ~ear, the signs 
are that overall the Group IS contInUIng to gain members in spite of an increase in the number of newer 
grou ps and sections e lsewhere in the Li brary Association. 

PUBLICATIONS 

. T he Seminar on the Anglo·American Cataloguing Rules .. . Noltingham 1968 has been published by t he 
Llbr~ry Association, and copies have been despatched to all standing orders. An advertisement for this 
publIcatIOn appears on p. 10 of this issue. 

Editorial work on the Proceedings of the Seminar on the MARC Record, Southampton 1969, is well 
adv~nced, a.nd negotIatIOns are under way for publication . It is hoped that this pUblication will be 
avaIlable WIthIn a few months. 

CA Z ALOGUE & INDEX is pu bli s hed quarterly by the Li brary Associ ation Cataloguing & Ind ex ing Group 
In ondon. Free to members of the Group . Annual s ubscription for non-members, £1 (U. S. $2.40). 

All correspondence, IncludIng subscription orders, contributions and review copies to the Editor 
School of L Ibrary Studies, Queen's University of Belfast, Belfast BT7 1NN, Nor thern ire land. ' 
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REVISING THE RULES 
C ATALOGUING RULES CO ;,I ~IITTEE 
Cbairman, P. R. Lewis; Secretary, G. E. I/ am ilton 

The main news th is quarter is of the active preparation for publication of the AN GLO-A~IERlCAN 
CATALOGUING RULES (BRITISH TEXT) A~IENmIENT BULL ETIN, the firs t iss ue of wh i ch is planned 
for January 1970. Thi s publi cation is intended to provide users of the Briti s h Text with a means of 
keeping up to date their copies of the ~ex t of the Code , and to report a ll c hanges as they occur. It will 
carry out In thIS respect the same servIce as is provided for users o f the No rth American Text by some 
Issues of the LIbrary of Congress Cataloging Service Bulletin. 

Amendments and changes will be printed in the form o f in structions for the amendments of copies of 
the British Text, and the Bulletin will be avai lable to all librarian s on a s ubscription basi s - th e amount 
of the s ubscription being one o f the decisions remaining yet to be taken . Ne w buye rs of the Briti s h Text 
i tself wi ll find that their copies of the Code wi II be accompanied at no ex tra c harge by a set of a ll iss ues 
of the Bulletin published up to the tim e of their purc hase. 

No fixed frequency is to be given to the Bull e tin, which will be issued only as necessary to report 
amendments and changes approved by the Catalogu ing nul es Comm ittee on be half of t.he Library Associ ­
ation. Where appropriate, the Bulletin will also indi cate d ifferences between the British and No rth 
American texts, as will for Transa tlanti c readers hereafte r the L C Catalogi ng Servi ce Bulletin. 

The British Text Amendment Bulletin is to be edited by the Secreta ry of this Committee, and publi­
shed by the Library Association. All enquiri es about s ubscriptions , etc., s hou ld be addressed to the 
L . A. Publication s Department, 7 llidgmount Street, London W.C.1 

CATA LOGUE USE STUDIES: STEERING Cml ~IITTEE 
Co uuerJor: tt. Maltby 

Following its es tabli s hm e nt at the conference of library sc hoo l lec turers o n cata logue use s tudi es 
reported in the las t is s ue (No.15, Jul y 1969, p.2), the Steering Comm ittee me t for th e first time in 
Septem ber, to initiate a pi lot proj ec t and to get under way a programme of ca talogu e use studies to be 
organised and car ried out jointl y and co-ope rati vely by s t.aff and stud ents at the library school s . , 

The Committee has evolved a questionnaire for the pilot s urvey, which is to be carri ed out thI S 
autumn, and this is firs t to be checked for s tatistical re li abili ty . It has been dec ided that t.h e s ame 
questionnaire s hould be used for a ll libraries in ves ti gated in th e s t.udi es , wh e th er they are publi c, 
academic or special ; and that each participating schoo l s hould a ttem pt to cove r a min imum of three~ 
and a maximum of five, libraries. Th e pilo t s urvey is to be li mited to th e a im of di scovering the attItudes 
to cata logues mainl y of libr ary reade rs, but some library staff wi ll a lso be qu es tion ed. It is hoped that 
each investigation will involve at leas t two half-days' work, or y i e ld 100 compl e ted questIOnnaIr e forms, 
whichever is the leas t. Wh ere a large public library is included, inv estigation s of re ference, central 
l e nding and branch library catalogue use will each count as a separate investigation . . 

The survey s upposes that mos t of the interviewing will be done by stud ents, but the Ste erIng Comm­
ittee does not preclude the participation of the s taff in the librari es be ing s urveyed , If they can be freed 

for thi s purpose. . . 
ll e ports on the pilot su rvey are asked fo r by mid-November an d, ass unllng that these YIeld use ful 

re s ults, the full programme of studi es is to be carried out during the early part of 1970 . 
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THE COST OF CLASSIFICATION 
A Note 

. by MAURICE B. LINE 
Librarian, TJ a th Unive rsi ty of Techno logy 

IT IS commonly stated that the most expensive item in libr~ry staff ~os t~ i ~ cataloguin~. Th e conclu sion 
has been drawn that large sums of money cou ld be saved eIthe r by s ImplIfYIng cata logUI ng or by us ing 
standard catalogue entri es supplied from a central sou rce. However, whe th e r the s tatement or t he con­
clusion are true depends on what precisely is meant by catalogui ng . 

Most studies of catalogue costs have taken into account both cataloguing an d class i fi cation, and 
have not separated the two . If the two operations are, however, sepa ra ted t he results may be somewhat 
surprising. A small study carried out recently at Bath Univers i ty gave the fo llo wi ng res ul ts : 

Activity 
Checking catalogue for headings etc. 
Cataloguing 
Classification 

No. of items 
184 
160 
148 

To tal time 
111 mins. 
293 mins. 
680 mins . 

Ave rage tim e 

36 secs. 
110 secs. 
276 secs. 

The same books were involved - the numbers differ because some of those checked with the catalogue 
proved to be items to be added to cards, while some of those catalogued did not need to be classified 
because previous editions were already in the library. Two cataloguers were concerned: their figures are 
combined (the times taken were rather different because the subjects dealt with were different, but the 
relative times taken by each for cataloguing and classification were similar). The cataloguing is fairly 
conventional, but no collation is given. The classification used is UDC (used fairly fully, with some 
local modifications). 

The main object of this particular exercise was not to obtain accurate times for cataloguing and 
classification, and not too much attention should be paid to the actual times given above. It is the 
relative times that are interesting. It will be seen that the classification took about two and a half 
times as long as cataloguing, and twice as long as checking and cataloguing combined. 

SEVERAL POINTS are worth making. First, how does UDC compare with other schemes in this respect? 
And If It happens to be, say, 30 per cent more time-consuming than LC, is it 30 per cent more effective 
In aChIeVIng whatever ends it aims to achieve? 

Se.condly, cataloguing (or a good deal of it) can be delegated to lower-level staff, and even if some 
c~ecklng by senIor staff IS needed the total costs can probably still be reduced in this way . Classific­
a Ion IS :n uch harder to delegate. Attempts to reduce costs will therefore probably increase the time 
dIfferentIal between cataloguIng and classification 

Thirdly, centralised cataloguing may cut catalo'guing costs but will only cut classification costs if 
the central record uses the same cl . f' t' d hi.' . . . aSSI Ica Ion an t e ocal lIbrary IS prepared to accept ItS usage. 

In VIew of the problems of using centralised cataloguing and the limited aains therefrom perhaps 
we ht to b " f' ' b , oug e gIVIng ar more attentlOn to centralised classification . We certainly ought to be taking a 
very hard look at our classi f' t' t' d' .. . . . .. . Ica Ion prac Ices, an askIng ourselves how far elaborate classJflcatlOn IS 
Ju s tIfIed whe~ publIshed bibliographies are providing pretty aood subJ'ect access We leave the subJ'ect 
access to d' I . lb' 

A peno Ica artlc es to published indexes -why not do the same with subject access to books? 
t .. t any rate other libraries may ca to t' th' . ... . t Id' re Ime elr cataloguIng and classI flCatlOn operatlOns separ-

a e y; an Some work on the relative t' t k f d'ff . Imes a en or 1 erent schemes IS surely l ong overdue. 
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THE NEWCASTLE COMPUTER PROJECT 
A P rogress Report 

by M. W. GROSE 

IN CATALOGU~N? the theorist is hampe red by lack of information about catalogue use, and the experi ­
~ente r by .the d lfflCult~ of prod ucing experimental catalogues. Meanwhile, cataloguing continues in each 
lI bra ry In ItS own speCIal way: cataloguers t.oday conform to the decisions of long ago in the name of 
consistency - and because it wou ld cost too much to go back over old entries. 

One way of prod ucing experimental material might have been to have used a new library (perhaps in 
one of the new universities) and to have catalogued their stock in several different ways. But new 
libraries have enough probl ems without having an experiment to cope with as well, even if they were 
adequat e ly funded. However , it seemed to us that if a catalogue could be converted to a form in which 
the en tries could be modified by a computer, it could be used to provide several different catalogues of 
the same coll ection, and at the same time the conversion itself could provide valuable experience in the 
conversion of an old catalogue - something which will have to be done at some time or another if old­
establ ished libraries a re to take full advantage of automation . 

This was the origin of the OSTI-supported Catalogue Computerization Project at Newcastle upon Tyne 
which has been running now for two years and has another six months to go. The University Library'S 
Name Catalogue is on 5 x 3 cards and dates back to around the turn of the century. Like most catalogues 
of any age it exhibits numerous e rrors and inconsistencies. These stem largely from two causes: firstly, 
the format of the catalogue entry has not remained constant, partly because of changes from handwritten 
to typewritten and later to duplicated 'unit' entries, and partly because of variations in the number and 
order of items of information in the catalogue entries at different times. 

Second ly, there have been no rigorous filing rules , with the result that cards are often in no apparent 
order, or in an all-too-obvious disorder. Varieties of format and incon s istent filing irritate (if they do 
not wholly frustrate) catalogue users: and they also bring severe problem s for the computer. 

Editing and input 
T he main entries and tracings from the Name Catalogue have been punched on to paper tape on blind 

keyboards, over a period of 6 -7 man years, and these quarter-million entries are now being edited. This 
may seem the wrong way round: it somehow feels natural to edit first and type afterward s , as one would 
do if producing a corrected catalogue by traditional methods where typing, or typesetting, was the final 
step. However, we are not using traditional methods, and punching for input to the computer is but th e 
beginning of a long process, not the end. 

If one is going to use the computer to sort and modify entries, it ought to be possible to sort, modify 
and test them in such a way that some errors could clearly be indicated, others made more obvious by 
presenting for human inspection only those entries in which errors were suspected, thus saving the 
proofing of entries that did not need it-and it might be possible to correct some errors without having 

to look at them. 
For these reasons it was decided to convert the catalogue as it stood, and to attempt to clean it up 

afterwards . So the conversion has been done entirely by clerical staff, without professional pre-editing, 
and without verification which would have doubled the costs, without necessarily removing all the 

typing e rrors. 

Standardi s in g entr ies . 
To make it possible for the machine to handle the entries sensibly, the parts of the entry had fIrst to 

be identified . It is little use testing to see that, for instance, all dates have four dIgItS and he betw~en 
1470 and 1969 un less you can find the dates in the first place and be sure that what you have found IS 
on ly a date. Continued on page 7 
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OPEN ENTRY 
Announcements, requests for information, reports of meeti ngs and confe rences, notices o f fo rthcoming 
events. Contributo rs are asked to write as brie fl y as possible . 

ASLlO STUDY OF BtaLlOGRAPllI C RECORDS 

Aslib an nounces the completion of a research project in the form of an enquiry into the different 
types of forms and other bibliographic record s used in twe lve libraries. The function s of each form were 
examined in detail, and it was found that, although the numbers and uses of forms varied widely in eac h 
of the libraries studied, both the information contained in each form and the points at which the forms 
we re used were common to all the libraries. 

A classification of processes was deri ved, showing the details of the information to be recorded at 
each step, and from this it would be possi ble to link activ ities in a pattern minim i'sing the need to 
recreate elements of information. A final step would be t.o take the tape record provided by BNB in 
MARC, and to explore the ways in which it could be used in the optimum system, and the mod ifications 
that its use might entail. 

The enquiry was carried out by P.A. Thomas and H. East, and thei r report is published by Aslib as 
The use 0/ bibliographic records in libraries (Aslib Occasional Paper no .3, 26s.) 

OR ITl SII TFiCIINOLOGY I NIJEX PROIJUC Tl ON COAlPUTFiR AlIJEI) 

The current issue of the British Technology Index demonstrates the capabilities of compute r type­
setting associated with editorial data processing. An extensive range of cle ri cal operations is performed 
by the computer on primary index data, and subsequently both the initial and the derived data are 
combined to form a tape which is input to a high speed filmsetter. 

The time factor in publishing BTI is of great importance, as the interval between the appearance of 
the original paper and its record in BTI should be minimal. It is anticipated that computerisation will 
enhance an already reputable time-pe rformance. The re a re no plans to automate the indexing process 
itself. On the other hand, the question of issuing BTI in a magnetic tape version and making excerpts 
and rearrangements available in visual copy form are under immediate consideration . 

The production operation is shared by the BTI editorial staff, who punch the initial data on to paper 
tape; the Computing Laborato ry at Newcastle University, who carry out editorial data processing on a 
KDF9 computer; and the Kynoch Press, of Birmingham who are responsible, in association with Oriel 
Computer Services Ltd, for converting the computer output to drive the high speed filmsetter. 

ORITISII TECHNOLOGY INIJEX WORKSIIOP AT LIVERPOOL 

A Workshop on the British Technology Index is to be held at the Liverpool School of Li bra rianship 
on November 11. Speakers will include Mr E. J . Coates, (Editor of BTI), J. Sharp (lCI Fibres) and 
G. Rowland (LADSIRLAC). Full details from Mr Bernard Iloughton, Dept. of Li brari anship, Co ll ege of 
Commerce, Ti the barn Street, Liverpool. 

~IARYLAND INSTITUTF. ON USES OF CLASS I FICAT ION 

The School of Library and Information Services in the University of Maryland, since its inception in 
1965, has always had at least one Visiting Lecturer from Great Britain to participate in its courses on 
the Organisation of Knowledge. During the last Summer School, it proved possible to secure the services 
of four such guest lecturers (A.C. Foskett, C.D. Batty, D. Langridge, J . Mi lls) and so , in addition to 
the regular programme of courses, an Institute was held to discuss the future potenti al uses of cl ass­
ification, with the British point of view as the core of the presentation. 

The School has adopted a rather different attitude to the teaching of cl assification and cataloguing 
from the majority of American library schools. It has been the objective of cou rses to give students an 
understanding of the fundamental principles, rather than a detailed knowledge of any particu lar scheme 
or code of rules . One session of the Institute was devoted to an exposition of the way this kind of 
teaching programme fits into the doctoral programme due to start this autumn. 
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Law books scheme by Moys (br) 10:11 
New general faceted classification 

(ca) 14: 11 
Programmed course (br) 14:16 
Reclassification (br) 15: 16 
Wha t's become of SfB (ca) 15 : 12 
UDC In a mechanised system 13: 12 
Uses of classifica ti on Inst1tute 16:6 

COLLATION 
Upside-down printing (corresp) 13:1 0 

COLLEGE LIBRARIES 
Register of AACR adoptions 14:10 15:8 

COLLEGE OF LIBRARIANSHIP WALES 
IndeXing systems Investigation 11: 6 

COMPUTERS 
Ar ti cu la ted subject Index by compu ter 

12:7 
Asllb group 12:7 
BNB system set up 11:6 
BTI clerical operations 11:7 
Cen tral cataloguing research 9:6 
Hardware 6. software 9:7 
Mop cataloqulng at LC 12:7 
Newcastle project 16:5 
No compute r for our coun ty (ca) 10:4 
' P rogram' q uar terly 9:7 12:7 
Project LOC 12:6 (ca ) 15 :4 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES 
Ciria I.r. research qrant 12:6 
What's become of SfB (ca) 15:12 

CORNWALL , G . St. C. 
BTI as basis for subjec t catalogue 

(ca) 12:8 

CORPO RAT E AUTHORS 
P roblems In the new Code (co) 15: 14 

( ed) = editorial commentary 

CORRIGAN, P.A.D. 
Introd. to Sea rs Lis t (reviewed) 9: 16 
Re view: Unit card and F iling 

(El rod) 12 :12 

COWBURN, Lorna M. 
BNB cards a t C ity University (ca) 

10;8 (corresp) 12:10 
Review: ReclaSSIfica tion 

(Perrau lt ) 15:16 

COWARD, R.E. 
Two years to Briti sh Ma rc 11:1 

CRANFI ELD 
New research project 10:6 

COUNCIL ON LIBRARY RESOURCES 
Resea rch grants: Hind! code 9:6, 

Maps at LC 12:7, Re trospective 
ca t. at LC 13:13 

COUNTY LIBRARIES 
No computer for our county (ca) 10:4 

o 
DAVISON, Kelth 

F'll1ng rules working party 9:3 10:2 
12:2 16:2 

Review: Person al indexes (Foskett) 
12:11 

DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUING 
Descriptive ca talogu ing (br) 12:11 

DEWEY CLASSIFICATION 
CIG sub-committee 9:211:2 
Looking forward to Dewey 18 15:1 

DOCUMENTATION 
8SI glossary 9:2 (ca) 13: 11 
InsUtute o n Systems for Identification 

15:11 

DOWNING, J.C. 
A national ca talogulnq policy 

(ca) 13:1 

E 
EAST, Harry 

What shall we do wi th SBN 10: 1 

E L ROD, J.M. 
Cons truction o f unit card and Filing 

(reviewed) 12: 12 

F 
FAWCETT, Trevo r 

Foreign language glossaries 
(corresp) 10:3 

FILING 
Cataloq and shelf list (br) 12: 12 
PunctuaUon and filing (corresp) 10:3 
Working pa rty 9:310:211:212:213:2 

16:2 

FOREIGN L ANGUAGES 
Glo ssaries for cataloguers (corresp) 

10:3 

FOSKETT, A.C. 
BSI documen tatlon glossary 13: 11 
Personal Indexes (reviewed) 12:11 

FRIEDMAN, JOCD'l 
Cataloguin g 1n unlversl ties (corresp) 

9:16 

G 

G ILBERT, J 
Corporate authors (ca ) 15: 14 

GLOSSAR IES 
Documen tatio n glossortes 9:2 

(ca) 13:11 
Foreign languages (corresp) 10:3 

(br) = book revi ew, book no ti ce 
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GORMAN, Mlchael 
In terna t . Meeting of Ca talog. E xperts 

16:12 
Study o f rules for en try (reviewed) 

13 : 13 
Review: T radition 0. p rinci ple 

(Chapl1n) 15:15 

GREENWICH PUBLIC LI BRARY 
SBN at Greenwich (ca) 11:4 

GROSE, M.W. 
Newcastle computer project (col 16:5 

H 
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY 

No computer for our county (ca) 10:4 

HIN D! 
Catalogue code research 9:6 

HOWA RD, Rlta 
SBN at Greenwich (ca) 11:4 
What shall we do with SBN (corresp) 

10:12 

I. F.L.A. 
Cata loguin g at IFLA 12:3 
Conunlttee on Unlfonn Rules 12:3 16:7 
Meeting of Catalogue Experts 12:3 

15:11 16:12 

INDEXES 
Articulated index by computer 12:7 
Personal indexes (br) 12: 11 
SLA News Index (br ) 16 : 11 
WheaUey Medal awards 11:7 15:11; 

new conditions 15:3 

INDEXING 
Abe rystwyth Investigates 11:6 
Cranfield research project 10:0 
F'l llnq problems In Indexing 10:2 

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL 
Classification and i.r. (br) 11:11 
C ompact automatic d isplay 9:7 
Dissemination of 1n l. (br) 14 :16 
New CranHeld project 10: 6 
Video tape system 9 : 7 

INTERNATIONAL F EDERATION OF 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS see I.F.L.A. 

INTERNATIONAL MEET ING OF 
CATALOGUING EXPERTS 
Announced 12 :3 
Programme 15: 11 
Report from Copenhagen (ca) \1;: 12 

INVENTIONS 
Roblnson Medal award 12:6 

IRISH BIBLIOGRAPHY 
BNB coverage 9:6 

J 

JOHNSON, A.F. 
Programmed course In cataloguing 

(reviewed) 14 : 1.6 

JOLLlFFE, John 
Fingerprints and search codes 

(ca) 15:4 

JONES, John H. 
No computer for our county (ca) 10:4 

K 
KENT COUNTY 

Studies In central cataloguing 13:7 

KIMBER, R.T. 
Reviews: Introd. to Sea rs L ist 

(Corrigan) 9: 16 

( ca) = contribu ted article 
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KNIGHT, G. Nonnan 
Wheatley Medal awa rd It :7 

L 
LAW LITERATURE 

Classl,flcation for law books (br) 10: 11 

LEWIS , P.A. 
Car3~~r:~ng ru les su b-commIttee 

Reviews: ClaSsifica tion fo r Lr. 
(Bakewell) 11: 11; Classification 
for law books (Moys) 10:11; 
Descriptive ca taloguing (Tal t 6. 
Anderson) 12: 11 

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 
ABSTRACTS 
Announced 14 :15 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE 
Cataloguing rules sub-committee 12:2 
De wey sub-committee 11: 2 
Gran t to Filing rules working porty 11: 2 

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT 
Cambridge research uni t 14: 14 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
End of imposition 16:1 
Printed card chanqes 15 :1 0 
Retrospective mechanisation 

13:13 (br) 16:11 , 
LINE, M.B. 

Cos ts of classification (ca)16:4 
White elephants reVisited (ca)1 3 :4 

LIVERPOOL SCHOOL 
AACR course 14: 14 
BTI workshop 16:6 

LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERS ITY 
Automation JOint project 1J:7 

M 
MACH INE READABLE CATALOGUING 

see MARC RECORD 

MACLEAN, H . 
AACA In Ne w Zealcmd (corresp) I 5:9 

MAL Tay, A. 
Catalogue use studies 16:3 
Review: Dissemination (Wllson 6 

Stephenson )14: 16 

MAPS 
Computer cata logulnq at Le 12:7 

MARC RECORD 
BNa system set up 11:6 14:14 
Blrmlnqham libraries project 13:2 
Loughborough 6 Southampton 

project 1!:7 
Newcastle proj ec t 13:12 
Southampton seminar 14:3 
Two years to British Marc 11: 1 

MECHANISATION see AUTOMAT IO N, 
COMPUTERS, MARC RECORD 

ME~~~~:tle computing research 14:14 

METALS INFORM ATI ON 
Asl1b survey 15: 11 

MILLS, Patrl c k 
Review: Reper toi re International 

de la IItt. muslcale 9:16 

MILNES, Brldget A.M. 
BNB cards new design (corresp) 15:9 

MOc1~~:if~'at10n for low (reviewed) 10: 11 

MUSIC 
Repe rtoire International de la UtI. 

muslcole(brl 9: 16 

( ed) = editorial commentary 
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N 

NAMES 
Names of persons (brlll:!1 

NATURAL RUBBER PRODUCERS 
ASSOCIATION 
BT! as basIs for subject cataloQU8 

(ca)12:8 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
Computer project progress report 

(ca)I6:5 
AACR course 11:7 12:3 
MRDLARS research 14:14 

NEW ZEALAND 
Implementinq AACR (corresp)15:9 

NON-BOOK MATERIALS 
MulU-media catalogue research 12:7 

NORTH WESTERN POLYTECHNIC 
Construction industries indexing 

research 12:6 15: 1 2 

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
AACR seminar 15:2 16 :2 16:10 

o 
OFFICE FOR SCIENTIFIC AND 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
Research grants: BNf3 9:6 14:14; 

Blnninqham libraries 13:12; Cam­
bridge Research Unit 14:14; Cam­
bridge union catalogue 15: 1 0; 
HerUs 0. NWP 9:6: Newcastle MED­
LARS 14:14; ShefHeld School 12:7; 
SocIology Education 12:7; Sussex 
multi-media cat. 12:7 

OLDER BOOKS 
Fingerprints 6 search codes (ca) I 5:4 

'OPEN ENTRY' 9·12:6 13:12 14:14 
15:10 16:6 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
Project LOC 12:6 (ca) 15: 4 
Sociology of Education abstracts 

research 12:7 

p 

PAGINATION 
Upside down printing (corresp) 13:1 0 

PARIS PRINCIPLES 
Report republished 15: 11 

PERRAUL T, Jean M. 
ReclassIfication (reviewed) 15: 16 

PERSONAL NAMES 
Names of persons (br) 11: 11 

'PROGRAM' 
AsUb responslbIll ty 12 :7 
Quarterly publication 9:7 
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PROJECT LOC 
Announced 12:6 
Fingerprints 6 search codes (ca)15:4 

P UBLIC LIBRARIES 
Register of AACR adoptions 14:7 15:8 

PUNCTUATION 
Filing rules and punctuation 

(corresp) 1 0:3 

Q 

QUEENS UNIVERSITY BELFAST see 
BELFAST UNIVERSITY (QUEENS) 

QUIGG, P.J. 
How to make a union catalogue 

(ca) 13:14 
Reviews: Introd. to subject study 

(Staveley) 10:11; Programmed 
course in cat. 6 class. (Johnson) 
14:16 

R 

REDMOND, Ernest W. 
Adopting the Code in Bury (ca) 16:8 

ROBERTS, Margaret 
What's become of sm (ca) 15: 12 
Review: OrganisIng the arts 

(Broxls) 12: 11 

ROBINSON MEDAL 
Nominations 12:6 

ROTHERHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Studies In central cataloguing 11:8 

s 

SAL FORD UN IVERSITY 
Use of BNB cards (corresp) 12: 1 0 

SfB 
What's become of SfB (ca) 1 5: 12 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 
Art1cul~ted subject indexes research 

12:7 

SOCIETY OF INDEXERS 
JoInl meeting with CIG 10:2 

SOUNDWELL TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
StudIes In central cataloguing 12:4 

SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
Automation joint project 11:7 

SPEC IAL LIBRARIES 
Regis ter of AACR adopUons 15:7 

STANDARD BOOK NUMBERS 
SBN at GreenwIch (ca)ll:4 
What shall we do wIth SBN 10:1 10:2 

Re/erences are to ISSUE NUMBER: PAGE NUMBER 
(br) = book review, book notice (ca) = contributed article 

4 

STAVELEY, Ronald 
lntrod. to subject study (revIewed)I0:l1 

STEPHENSON, J. 
DIssemJnation of Infonnation 

(revIewed) 14:16 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 
BTI as basis for a subject catalogue 

(ca)l2:8 
Introd. to Sears List (hr)9:16 

SUBJECT STUDY 
Introd. to subject study (hr) 10:11 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY 
Multi·media catalogue 12 :7 

T 

TAGG, Mrs E.J. 
What shall we do with SBN 10:12 

TAIT, James A. 
Descriptive cataloguing (revIewed) 12:11 

u 
U.D.C. 

In mechanised retrieval 13:2 

UNION CATALOGUES 
CambrIdge Unlversi ty report 15: I 0 
How to make a union catalogue (ca) 

13 :14 (corresp)l4 :6 
Project LOC 12:6 (ca)15:4 

UNIT CARDS 
Construction and adaption (br) 12 :12 

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
Cataloguing in British universlUes 

(corresp)9:16 
Register of AACR adoptions 14:9 15:8 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
lnst! tute of Bibliographical Services 

11 :5 
Reclassification {br)15:16 
Teaching classification 16:6 

w 

WELLS. A . J. 
BNB cards new design (corresp)15:9 
What shall we do with SBN 10:1 

WHEATLEY MEDAL 
Award for 196811:7; for 1969 15: 11 
Joint meeting 10:2 
New conditions 15:3 

WILSON, T.D. 
RevIew Study of rules (German) 13: 13 
Dissemination of Information 

(reviewed) 14 : 16 

WRIGHT, Martin 
Filing rules and punctuation (corresp) 

10:3 
Ups Ide down prInting (corresp) 13: 10 

(ed) = editorial commentary 
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I.F_L.A. COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM CATALOGUING RULES 
A meeting of the IFLA Committee on Uniform Cataloguing Rules took place during the annual meeting 

of the IFLA General CouncIl at the Roya l School of Librarianship, Copenhagen, in August. 
The meeting accepted the report of the Secretary (Mr J .C. Downing) for 1968/9, and learnt of the 

progress made by Mme Honore and M. Pierrot (Bibliotheque Nationa le , Paris) in their work on uniform 
geographic names, and on headings for anonymous classics. Mme Khrenkova gave a detailed report of 
the work being und ertaken by the Cataloguing Committee of the USSR, in which she asked for greater 
co-operation from participating libraries in providing material for an international list of unifonn 
headings for corporate bodies. 

The meeting also received a report of the In ternational Meeting of Cataloguing Experts held in 
Copenhagen in the previous week (see page 12 of this issue) . 

Three resolutions were accepted for approval by the IFLA General Council, as follows: 
1. That it is desirable to establish a continuing secretariat to assist and coordinate future work 

arising from the resolutions of the International Meeting of Cataloguing Experts and directed at creating 
an international system for the exchange of bibliographical information and promoting the necessary 
uniformity in headings and description. 

2. That the officers of the Committee on Uniform Cataloguing Rules, in consultation with the IFLA 
Executive Board, seek financial means to maintain this secretariat. 

3. That the various sections and committees of IFLA interested in these problems be in vited to co­
operate with the secretariat, which should also make contact with the appropriate organs of other 
interested bodies, e.g. FID, ISO, Unesco. 

The meeting concluded by electing as Chairman of the Committee for a fur ther period of office 
Mr A.II . Chaplin (British Museum). 

TIlE NEWCASTLE COMPUTER PROJECT - c071ti71l1ed from page 5 
This identification in the Project is don e by the operators indicating where they think th e break s 

between parts of the entry come (for which task they ha ve been given comprehensive instructions) , and 
by a computer program which reads their indication s and, by a complicated balance of probabilities, 
decides what each part is. In this way, the rather spectacul ar in cons istenc ies of the cata logue are 
somewhat reduced. 

After this process, variations in the order of parts of the e ntry on the card no longer exist; and by 
taking each part of the entry in turn it is then possible to stand ardiz e it still further. When the Impnn t 
is divided into place, publisher and date, it is then possible to sta ndardiz e the punctuatIOn: a nd by. 
sorting the place names it is possible to compile a concordance of place names to be used as a baSI S 
for the automatic correction of mistypings (for instance, Loldon, Lpmdpm and Lodon for London). 

Of course the trouble is that, apart from t he headin g (which one might ha ve thought ought to be 
standard already), the parts of the entry which can be most eas il y s tandardi zed by till S means are 
those parts which matter least. If we like, we can convert all the varIed forms of expressIOn o f size 
from inches and centimetres to Bvo, 4to and the rest - but who cares? 

SO FAn it appears that the conversion itse lf has removed many incon sistenci es, particularly in. the 
order of the parts of the entry on the cards, and in the order of the cards In the. card cabinets, \\ hi ch 
no longer has any relevance. This is pure gain; but perhaps what is more pronllslng fo r the future IS 
the way in which th e intuition of the human can be used to partner the machine's .capabilIty for. " 
drudgery, so as to make the large-scale detection and correctIOn of errors and omi sS ions sometllln o 

less of a soul-destroying task. 
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ADOPTING THE CODE IN BURY 
by ERNEST W. REDMOND 

ACCORDING TO the Register of Adoptions of A.A.C.R. in the April and July issues of this journal, only 
78 publi c li brary authorities i n the United Kingdom have adopted the new 1967 code. This leaves nearly 
400 public libraries still using another (generally 1908) code . 

Why have so few adopted the new rules? It is probable that only a small percentage of the remainder 
have actua lly decided that the new rules are not an improvement on the old; and the main reasons are, on 
the one hand, lack of time to consider and implement the change and , on the other, confusion and lack of 
comprehension of what the new rul es involve. It is particularl y for these latter that this artic le is 
designed. There are al ready some published guides that. compare the major di fferences between the two 
codes; the most important of these being, for those who use BNB cards, in the fi rst issue of BNI3 for 
1968 (reprinted in CATALOGUE & INDEX , no.9, Jan.196 8, pp.4-5). However , the choice of wh ich rules 
to adopt, and wh ich to modify, sti ll remains very largely a personal choice. 

HERE AT I3ury, on the announcement of BNB's adoption, a detai led study was made of the new rul es , 
and a comparison with the 1908 code that we had previously used. The total ca talogue affected compri sed 
100,000 cards (excluding the fiction catalogue) - not, as recorded in the Register of Adoptions ment­
ioned above , 12,000 cards, which was the number of cards estimated as needing to be changed to bring 
the catalogue up to date . 

It is resol ved poli cy to keep the catalogue up to date as new edi tions of Dewey appear, DC 17 bei ng 
cu rrently in use; and the 9th ed i tion of Sears Li st of Subj ec t Headings is used, in the maintenance of a 
dictionary catalogue. Similarly, we fel t a need to cons ider updating to the new catalogu ing rul es, and it 
was decided to adopt the code to a great extent, with some exceptions, particularly in corporate author­
ship. Some points were not considered as they did not affect us, e .g. gramophone records, pictures, etc. 
The changes whic h were adopted are as follows. 

Personal authors 
1. All rules on personal autho rship, with the exception of added entries fo r joint authors . As joint-author 
references were provided previously, it IVas decided to continue the practice. The type of reference used 
is based on the BNB reference, except that full statement of authorship is not in cl uded a fter the title. 
The I3NI3 type of reference is to be preferred, but this compromise was conside red more economical: 

TEMPERLEY, Haro ld 
Europe in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

SEE 
GRANT, A J 

Method of adop tion. - Where two autho rs appeared in the head ing on ex isting catalogue entries and 
were therefore not usually repeated after the title, brackets we re typed around the and and the second 
named author: GRANT, A J (and TE~ I PERLEY, IIarold) 

The a lternatives to this were (a) to obliterate or erase the name of the second author and leave the 
entry without full statement of authorship, (b) to leave the entry as it was and inte rfile, and (c) to 
retype the entry according to the new rules. Joint-author references were retyped as outlined above. 

In the case of three authors, the phrase and o ther s appeared in the heading of the old entry after the 
named author, with a full statement of authors hip after the title. In this case, the and others was e rased 
from the heading and the cards refiled. References from the second and third named authors we re retyped 
as above. (Incidentally, the print on BNB cards can eas il y be erased with a typewriter rubber). 
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2. Designations ( editor, compile r etc.) are dropped from headings , and such en tries are filed in one 
~equence :Ilth the ~erso~ as author. On earli er entries, where the des ignation is part of the heading, it 
IS le ft as It IS and Interflled, for the statement of authors hip was not usually included in the body of the 
entry, as it now is. 

3. Titles of nobility: cards are usually retyped with revised headings as they are required. 

~ '. Again, as ado pted by BNB, personal names are given in the form specified by the rules, except that 
InItI als are expanded. Unused foren ames are .no longer give n, and where these already ex ist on entries 
they are ignored in filin g. 

5. Where an author uses more than One name in authorsh ip, the alte rn ative rule has been adopted, as in 
previous practice. The name or pseudonym used in a particular work is the one by which the work is 
catalogued, and references are included. This affects the fiction catalogue to a far greater extent than 
the non-fiction catalogue. 

6. Adaptations, it was decided, are to be entered unde r the name of the original author, with a reference 
from the adaptor. This is the reverse o f the new rule, and follows BNB practice . 

Corporate authorsh ip 
The rules fo r corporate authors hip were felt to be sound in principle, and therefore generally accept­

a ble. However, several deviations have been incorporated, and a few examples are given as follows. 

7 . In respect of government departments, it is our considered opinion that the new code goes on ly half 
way to the logical conclusion. The rul e s tates that departments having admini s trative, judi cial and 
legislative powers s hould be entered und er the name o f the gove rnm ent, e.g. 'GnEAT I3RITAIN. lIome 
Office'. We have modified this to ensu re entry directly und er the name of the departm ent for our hom e 
country, using country name for gove rnments other than the United Kingdom. 

8. Universities: the ruling here is probably one of the most controversia l in th e new rules. In prin ciple, 
the exact ti tl e should be used (e.g . 'UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS'), but weighed against thi s is the fa ct 
that the v~st majority of catalogue users wi ll automatically think of the heading 'LEEDS UN IVEnSITY'. 
For this reason, we considered the rules impractical, and therefore c hose the latte r heading . . \ general 
reference leads from UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES to the nam es of individual uni ve rs ities. 

9. For other corporate bodies, individual problen,s are dealt with as they ari se in the catalogu e or in 
new addition s. STANLEY GII3I30NS LIMITED is used as the headi ng in contras t to tne old entry under 
GII3BONS, STANLEY , LIMITED. On the other hand, the Ward Lock 'Red Guid es' are still entered unde r 
WARD LOCK & CO. LTD., and not under t itle . Where I3 NI3 cards are receIved as tItle entrIes we SImply 
impose our own heading. 

Mechanics of change 
Having made these decisions, we had to decide on the actual mechanics of the changeover. Th e 

on ly practical method of bringing our catalogue up to date was as follows. 
Starting at the beginning of the a lphabet the catalogue was searched drawer by drawer and ca rd by 

ca rd and all cards requiring a lteration were removed. These cards conSIsted maInly of three categOrI es : 
(a) ~uthor entries; (b) s ubj ect entries with alterations required to the ~uthor sta tement, or to the. 
s ubject heading to keep it in line with the same name as author; (c) JOInt author refe rences, as dI scussed 

above. 

These cards were then di vided into their re s pecti ve categories and dealt with accordi ngly: . 
a Th e joint author references were found from their appro prIate places In the catalogue. Th~ s ubj ect 
card was sought using the class number as a guide; this being necessary because the tr~cI ngs are 
recorded, not on'the main entry, but on a stock card in a separate c~talogue. Where a subject entry 
was not found easily, no action was taken, on the expectation that It would be found later. 
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b The author cards and joint author references were traced. 
c The author cards were traced, and again from these the subject entries were sought. Approximately 
85% of the subject cards were found from author cards. 

The headings on these cards were then revised and the cards refiled. The second drawe r was then 
done in the same way, and so on. In this way it is assumed that the catalogue should be completely 
changed over when the first half has been completed, and we are now two-thirds of the way to this 
target. However, the second half of the catalogue will still have to be searched for two reasons: first, 
because subject cards in the second half for which author cards were found in the fi rst half may not 
have been found in the original search; second, because all the entries for a particular item may be in 
the second half. But obviously, the number of cards removed from each successive drawer will diminish 
as the job progresses, and it is estimated that the catalogue wi ll be completely revised by the end 
of 1969. 

It has been found that this procedure also helps to correct any previous mistakes in the catalogue. 
In this respect, in fact, Bury is probably in a better position than many librari es, for its catalogue is 
relatively new . Before 1962, we used the Brown Classification and maintained a classified catalogue. 
In that year the present catalogue was completed as a new record, the recataloguing and reclassification 
having been carried out from the books themselves, not from the existing entries in the old catalogue. 

In our case, therefore, there has been a period of only seve n years for the accumulation of errors 
and inconsistencies, as against perhaps twenty or forty years in respect of the catalogues of many other 
libraries. Despite this, a small number of mistakes has been found and these have been corrected. In 
some libraries it is easy to imagine that this secondary aspect of the changeover might surpass the 
original task in magnitude. 

Wh en the catalogue is completed, the catalogue will be more up to date, more consistent and more 
accurate; and it is felt that the result will have been well worth the labour. 

ONE QUESTION remain s: lIow long does it all take? A fair estimation would be a maximum of two hours 
of professional staff time per week, for tracing, alterin g and refiling cards. We are hoping to have 
completed a file of 100,000 cards in a total of 18 months. 

It is s incerely hoped that thi s account of one library's attempt to implement the Anglo-American 
Cata'ioguing Rules will spur others on, and give them a basis on which to develop their own principles 
for change. It has not been possible to cover all the problems and methods involved, and I shall be 
pleased to s upply further information or advice to any reader who cares to contact me at the Central 
Li brary, Bury, Lancs. 

SEMINAR ON TIlE ANGLO-AMERICAN CATALOGUING RULES (1967) 

This volume contains the texts of all the papers, and comprehensive summaries of all the discussions, 
at the Cataloguing & Index ing Group's first Residential Semi nar, held at the University of Nottingham 
in Spring 1968. 

Critical attention is given to al l major rules and aspects of the new Code, and to the problems of 
implementation in individual librari es, and nationally. There are an ind ex to rules and a general index, 
and a comprehensi ve bi bliography. 

Contributors: 
J.A. TAIT - W. DENT - T.D. WILSON - JOAN FRIEDMAN - R. LU'IDEN - G.E. HAMILTON 
- A.P. CURWEN - P.J. QUIGG. Edited by J .C. DOWNUW and N.F. SHARP . 

Published by the Library Association at 7 llidgmount Street, London W.C.l. 
30s (24s . to LA members). sbn 85365 271 6 
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NEW BOOKS 
INDE~ T.O SLA NEIYS, numbers 1 - 82, 1950-1967. Compi led by Brenda White. Glasgow Scottish Library 
ASSOCIatIOn, 1968. 74p. 50s. ' 

. I was grateful for the opportunity to review this index, if on ly because it drew my attention to an 
~nteresting article by J.A. Tait and F.D. Anderson on the use of an ICT 1900 for the experimental index­
Ing of fifty abstracts from Library Science Abstracts (no.80, p.9-13) . 

!he index has been carefu lly compi led, no inaccuracies having been discovered by a spot check of 
the Iss ues for 1963, 1964 and 1967, and a more thorough perusal of issues numbers 35, 40, 78 and 90. 
On the other' hand, a number of omissions were noted , such as the following: a note on a computerised 
catalogue at A.b~rdeenshire. (no.78, p,10.) is not i~dexed under Catalogues, Cataloguing or Computers; 
a report of a VISit by the Fife Library Circ le to Kirkcaldy Ih gh School, in cluding a summary of an add ress 
on school librari es (no.35, p. 16), has no entry under eLther Kirkcaldy High School or School Libraries' an 
article by Alexander Dow on 'The Library and the Author' (no.40, p.12-13) is not indexed under Autho'rs 
Book Trade, Publishers or Writers; Miss D.H. White's letter calling for an informal circle of college ' 
librarians (no.66, p.24) is not indexed under College Librari ans; a note calling for a mobile library 
.service in Selki rkshire is not indexed under Selkirkshire (although another reference to the same topic 
is so indexed); and M.C. Pottinger's account of libraries in the ussn (no.40, p.15) has no entry under 
USSR or Russia . These few examples indicate that the compiler's expressed aim 'to index in as much 
detail as possible' has not quite been achieved. 

When indexing personal names the first forename has always been given in full followed by initial s, 
even where a personal practice has been to use a second or subsequent forename preceded by an initial. 
It is' hard to see the justification for this practice, and it is certain ly not easy to recogn ise IV. Howard 
Phillips as 'Phillips, lVilliam H.' 

The 1908-code style of leaving gaps after initials when a full name has not been establi shed is even 
harder to justify, especially in a printed index. Corporate bodies have been generally entered und er thei r 
name, with reference from their place of headquarters, though the University of Strathclyde appears under 
Strathclyde without reference from 'University'. As in so many index es, 'see' references are often made 
when double entry would be at least as economical, as well as more convenient to the user: for exam ple , 
under 'Edinburgh' references to the Royal Botanic Garden, Royal College of Phys icians, Royal Observa­
tory, and St Giles Cathedral occupy 16 lines, whereas double entry would have taken only 12 lin es. 

Author and subject headings are usefully subdivided, though sometimes this s ubdivision is difficult 
. to follow, because of the cramped layout of the index: a good example of this is the entries under Scot­
tish Library Association. Form headings have been provided for Exhibitions, Letters (no reference from 
Correspondence) and Reviews and Notices; but not for Appointments or Obituaries, though the latter in 
particular would surely be useful. 

I have concentrated on the faults of the index, but there is no doubt that ~Iiss White has made a good 
deal of information in SLA NEWS more easily retrievable, and is to be congratulated on her efforts. I 
must, however, conclude on another critical note, directed this time at the publisher: 50s. seems a very 
high price for a 74-page pamphlet. 
- K. G.D. BAKF.IYBLL, Liverpool School 0/ Librarianship 

CONVERSION OF RETROSPECTIVE CATALOG RECORDS TO MACIllNE-READABLE FORM. Prepared 
by the RECON Working Task Force. 1969. x, 230p . Supt. of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20541. $2.25 . 

This publication reports the res ults of a study of the problems of centralised conversion of retro­
spective catalogue records to machine-readable form with a view to distributing them to the entire library 
community from a centralized source. Details of the project were reported in CATALOGUE & INDEX 
no.13, page 13. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF CATALOGUING EX PERTS 
A Report from Copenhagen 

October 1969 

Sponsored by the Council on Library Resources , the Inte rnational Meeting of Cataloguing Experts 
took place at the Royal School of Li brarians hip from 22nd to 24th August, bringi ng together over 40 
delegates fro m mo re than 30 countri es. Th e nations represented came fro m all parts of the world, 
rangi ng fro m Braz il to Jap an, and from Ceylon to Sweden. The fJurposes of th e meeting were to study 
cataloguing developments, and to examine the poss ibilities o f catalogui ng advances through standard­
isation and mechani sation; and particular consi de ration was given to the prospects fo r the national 
bibli ographi es, the Shared Cataloging Program, and the international exchange of bibliographic 
information in machine-readable fo rm. 

The sessions were based on documents and papers prepared and ci rcul ated in advance, so that no 
time was used in li stening to prepared contributions and the meeting was able to get down to s ubstan­
tive discussions immediately. On the first day, the main topic was the annotated edition of the State­
ment of Princip les of the (Paris) International Conference on Cataloguing Prin cip les, and a number 
of major decisions in respect of the annota ti ons were made before the wo rk of completing the fina l 
ve rsion was handed over to a small working party unde r the chai rmanship of Dr Ev a Verona (Yogos lav ia) . 
The Principles themselves, of course, remain intact: but cla rifi cation of the annotations is of great 
importance to cataloguing agencies wanting to accept the Principles as a basis for author cata loguing 
practice . 

The second section of the meeting gave lengthy consideration to a proposal for a Stand ard l3ibli o­
graphical Description. T his involves a standard orde r and content fo r the description of books, a fa cto r 
of obvious.importance for the future of international exchange of bibliographic information, and for 
helping librarians all over the world to identify descriptions of books, even those in languages with 
which they are unfamiliar. General agreement was reached on an outline of the content and order of such 
a desc ription, and detailed considerations and decisions were left to an international work ing party of 
eight members appointed by the meeting, under' the chai rmanship of I, lr A. J . Well s (United Kingdom). 

The third section was devoted to a number of topics affectin g, or affected by, the progress of inter­
national co-operation and exchange , especially in respec(of mechanised methods of recording and 
storing information. These topics included the Library of Congress Shared Cataloging Program , the 
projected International Standard Book Number, the MARC projects, and the mechanisation of the 
production of the world ' s national bibliographi es . 

The meeting was remarkable for the unanimity of opinion among de legates about the aims and require­
ments of bibliography and library cataloguing, and about the priorities of the present situation. Though it 
did not put forward any sta teme nt comparable to the Pari s Princip les, it achieved a large amount of 
valuable work. It might well be said to have summed up the era when international cataloguing first cam e 
to life, and to have shown the way to a new era of mature development in cataloguing, nationally and 
internationally. - Mf C II AF.L CORMAN, B ri ti sh Nntiotlal flibliogrnphy 

(Mr Corman was one o/ th e TJritish delegates at IMCR. and is now acting as Secretary o/the Working 

Party on th e international standard bibliographical descrlption mentioned in his repoTt J 
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