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Editor’s notes
Welcome to the Summer edition of the RBSCG newsletter – and what a summer it has been!
Aside from record temperatures and sporting fixtures, the summer brings many of us the
chance to focus on project work and investigate our collections in more depth. In this issue,
we hear about two important medical collections in the north of England: the York Country
Hospital Medical Library and the Manchester Medical Collection. Ruth Elder and Charlotte
Hoare talk us through the discoveries they have made and share some of the intriguing
aspects of these collections.
We have an update from the Research Libraries UK Special Collections Leadership Network
(SCLN) by its co-convenor, Rachel Beckett, reminding us once again of the importance of
collaboration. With such rare, unique and fascinating items in our collections, we can
achieve so much by working together to offer innovative solutions to some of the big
challenges facing our sector.
Last, but by no means least, we have details of how to register for this year’s RBSCG
conference in Cambridge in September, considering The Library as Classroom. Book now to
avoid disappointment, and we look forward to seeing you there!
The newsletter appears 3 times a year in March, July and November, with last dates for
submission at the end of February, June and October. We look forward to hearing from you.
Co-editors Karen and Jane
K.Brayshaw@kent.ac.uk
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jane.gallagher@manchester.ac.uk

News from the Committee
Notice of Annual General Meeting
The AGM of the Rare Books and Special Collections Group will take place at 9.15-9.30am on
Friday 7th September at Downing College, University of Cambridge. This will be on the third
day of the annual conference (see below).
All members of RBSCG are welcome to attend the AGM.

Link up with SocialLink
Did you know that members can now join the conversation with the RBSCG on CILIP’s
SocialLink site? Just login to your CILIP account and check out ‘Groups’ in your profile to
start interacting.
For more information, take a look at CILIP’s guide to SocialLink at
www.cilip.org.uk/page/SocialLinkguide.

Group only membership
The RBSCG invites group only members, who might not wish to take up a full membership of
CILIP. The Group welcomes members from it associated professions, such as archivists,
museum professionals, members of the conservation and antiquarian book trade
communities and bibliophiles and collectors.
Group only membership costs £50 a year from the date of payment and includes:
 Access to free member events, including the summer visit.
 Preferential rates for RBSCG events, including the annual study conference and

cataloguing training
 Monthly email bulletins for members including information about events run by

the Group and externally
Group only members can be members of the RBSCG for two years.
Find out more about Group Only Membership at:
www.cilip.org.uk/members/group_content_view.asp?group=201312&id=690465.
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Annual Study Conference 2018:
book now!
The Library as Classroom
The RBSCG Annual Study Conference will be held at Downing College, the University of
Cambridge, from 5th-7th September 2018.
Delegates are invited to hear speakers from across the country discuss using special
collections for teaching across all library environments. Confirmed speakers include:










Dr Jessica Gardner (University of Cambridge)
Siobhan Britton (University of Brighton)
Sarah Mahurter (University of the Arts London)
Dr Tabitha Tuckett (University College London)
Dr Alison Pearn (University of Cambridge)
Professor Simon Eliot (London Rare Book School)
Dr Niveen Kassem (Newcastle University)
Dr Robin Brooke-Smith (Shrewsbury School)
Rachel Sinfield (Fitzwilliam Museum)

Visits will also be organised to the University Library and selected Cambridge colleges.
For the full programme and booking form, check out the Group’s website. Booking closes
on 15th August 2018.

CREDIT SIR CAM
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Buried Treasure: Rediscovering York
County Hospital Medical Library
Introduction
One of the pleasures of working at the University of York library is the opportunity to
explore our historic library and archive collections. Items are by necessity labelled as
attached to distinct collections (within the limits of the buildings and catalogues). The
University of York is fortunate to hold a rich range of local medical collections including
those of The Retreat, York Health Archives, and York Medical Society. But individual
collections can sometimes fail to fully reveal the complex web of relationships and
narratives which link across the collections as they were formed in response to the demands
of the communities they served. Such relationships
have become apparent to me as I have delved into
the history of York County Hospital Medical Library
(YCHML).
This collection can perhaps be best described as a
buried treasure: a unique, valuable research
resource of particular local interest and
significance, which until now has remained
essentially hidden from view. The University of
York library received the York Medical Society rare
book collection in 2004, comprising of over 3000
volumes. Some of these were known to have
originated from the YCHML, but it was unclear to
what degree the medical library remained intact
within the Society collection. York Minster Library
holds what appears to be the only surviving copy
of the 1830 library catalogue and this discovery
gave me a definitive source from which to identify
B OOKPLATE FROM THE YORK C OUNTY HOSPITAL
L IBRARY (PHOTOGRAPH BY PAUL S HIELDS )

the extent of the surviving holdings of the 1830
library.

York County Hospital Medical Library
The YCHML cannot be viewed in isolation as it is intrinsically linked to the development of
York County Hospital and the increasing formalisation and professionalization of the medical
5

community it supported. The County
Hospital first opened in 1740, with a
request for the establishment of a
medical library made in 1802, resulting in
the eventual opening of a library in 1810.
The library was founded by private
subscription (of whom the subscribers
were overwhelmingly medical
practitioners) and was reliant on
individuals to provide money for books
and periodicals. These could either by
consulted in the reading room at the
hospital, or new purchases were
circulated by each subscriber entering his
name on a list and being allocated a set
amount of time to consult the work
before passing it on. The library provided
a focus for the collation and
dissemination of medical knowledge and
provided a valuable resource for the
increasing number of medical pupils who
attended the hospital. The library
T ITLEPAGE OF THE 'RULES AND CATAOGUE OF THE MEDICAL
continued to expand and by 1830 (when LIBRARY AT THE YORK COUNTY HOSPITAL ' (1830)
(PHOTOGRAPH BY PAUL S HIELDS )
a revised edition of its rules were
printed), held in the region of six hundred volumes.

York Medical Society
In February 1832 a number of physicians and surgeons became the founder members of the
York Medical Society. The Medical Society was conceived as a vocationally specific space for
the purpose of “promoting and diffusing medical knowledge”; a philosophy which the
Society retains to the present day. From its inception, the Medical Society took an active
role in the affairs of York’s key medical institutions, particularly the County Hospital and the
management of its Medical Library.
In 1834 the library realised its full potential with the members of the Medical Society
establishing a Medical School based at the hospital. The library was central to the
functioning of the Medical School, with its holdings expanded to provide an additional
source of information and study for the school’s student body. York Medical School
operated for 28 years until forced to close in 1862.
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Transfer of library to York Medical Society
It is particularly satisfying to trace the history of this local library from inception to the
current day. After the closure of the Medical School, the library continued to be housed in
the County Hospital until 1890 when it was moved to the Medical Society premises at 1 Low
Ousegate,York, where it could be housed in more appropriate conditions. Pathological
specimens were not however transferred to Ousegate, with the suggestion made that:
“The cemetery was probably the best place for the putrefying remains as there was no
certitude that the jars could be kept properly closed or evaporating spirits (. . . of the fluid
kind) replaced.”
In 1915 the Society purchased a property at 23 Stonegate, and the library remained there
until the beginning of 2004 when it was transferred under an agreement to the care of the
University of York Library and Archives.

York County Hospital Library Collection
The holdings of the original 1830 catalogue lists the transactions, journals, books and
pamphlet titles held in the library. From the 667 titles listed in the YCHML catalogue, 568
have been identified as held in the York Medical Society Library Collection, (85% of the
original collection).
Publication dates range from 1567 to 1829, and much of the stock still retains original book
plates. These show the year of acquisition by YCHML plus the signature of the ex-officious
Librarian (apothecary to the hospital). Contemporary re-binding of some titles means that
this detail has since been lost. However the bibliographic details and the specific shelf
location within the York Medical Society Library suggest that these are almost certainly
original YCHML items.
One of the primary delights of this project was to spend time handling and researching the
texts. Disciplines particularly well represented within the library holdings include childhood
ailments, midwifery, mental health, military related medicine, venereal disease, and
ophthalmic medicine. Space restraints mean that there isn’t the opportunity to list a great
many titles; however it would be remiss not to highlight one or two examples from the
collection.
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York has a long association with the treatment of
mental illness, with The Retreat opening in 1796,
attracting attention for its success in pioneering
mild methods of treatment of the insane. It is
likely that experience and knowledge was
exchanged between the medical practitioners
who served both local institutions. Morison’s
Outlines of lectures on mental disease was
published in 1826, and was as such a current text
on publication of the 1830 catalogue. Of
particular note in it are the sympathetic images of
patients, portraying characteristics of mental
conditions, and reflecting the move in mental
health towards treating those experiencing the
conditions as patients rather than as animals or
criminals.

(PHOTOGRAPH BY PAUL SHIELDS )

Publications in the collection by Thomas Fuller and George Cheyne reflect tensions played
out in the medical community more generally at the time. Fuller’s Pharmacopœia
extemporanea : or, a body of medicines, containing a thousand select prescripts, answering
most intentions of cure was first published in 1702. The work ran to several editions and in
1710 he reluctantly agreed to publish an English version of the Latin text in response to
warnings of a pirated translation of the work, though he was most unhappy at making this
information available a wider readership.
“To the English Reader
You may object against this translation, that it’s full of hard words and a sort of Latin
English. I confess it is so, and that partly upon direct design, to keep up the dignity
of Physick, set it above the reach of the vulgar and sure it to those it belongs to.”
PHARMACOPŒIA EXTEMPORANEA, PREFACE TO ENGLISH EDITION OF 1714.

This contrasts with Cheyne’s The English Malady. First published in 1733, this was an
immediate success, running to 6 editions and conferring his status as perhaps the most
popular English writer of practical medical works targeted at the general reader. The
publication gave instruction on health self-care and encouraged a balanced and temperate
lifestyle, attracting criticism from fellow medical practitioners who accused him of usurping
the specialist role of clinical expertise.
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Legacy
This project has resulted in the
installation of an exhibition in the
University library based around the
history of the YCHML and its collections.
Discussions with academic departments
have highlighted significant interest in this
primary source material, and members of
York Medical Society are enthusiastic to
understand more about the items within
the collections and will attend a guided
talk about the YCHML collection. To
improve future visibility and accessibility
to the collection details will be added to
the library webpages. A digital copy of
the 1830 catalogue has been made
available and catalogue records have
been enhanced to reflect additional
information surfaced.
The population of York in the early
nineteenth century faced a challenging
range of illnesses and conditions and
would have looked to the local medical
practitioners to provide the best support
T ITLEPAGE TO C HEYNE 'S 'T HE ENGLISH MALADY ' (1733)
with the resources available at the time.
(PHOTOGRAPH BY PAUL S HIELDS )
The 1830 library catalogue gives a
snapshot of the range of printed materials available to the medical community at this
moment in time and gives a colourful insight into the wider historical, social and cultural
understanding of illness and health, public health and the history of medicine in the early
nineteenth century.
Ruth Elder, Collections Management Specialist
University of York
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Cataloguing Health: The Manchester
Medical Collection (1800-1949)

Introduction
I joined the Special Collections team at the University of Manchester in March 2018 as part
of an exciting project to catalogue and promote engagement with the Library’s printed
medical collections (1800-1949). Funded by the Wellcome Trust, the project aims to unlock
access for academics working in medical humanities, enrich teaching and learning across a
range of disciplines and facilitate public engagement.
This collection of over 30,000 printed volumes has been designated one of the major UK
research collections in the field and is largely drawn from the library of the Manchester
Medical Society (MMS), which itself
ingested the libraries of Manchester
Royal Infirmary and St Mary’s Hospital
for Women and Children in the early
20th century. Until now, however,
access to the vast majority of the
collection has been significantly
hindered by its omission from online
catalogues. The project aims to
catalogue 7000 books (wish us luck!)
from a targeted group of subject areas public health, pathology and clinical
A N EARLY BORROWING LABEL FROM THE MMS LIBRARY
medicine. Reflecting an era defined by
the rise of public science and
revolutionary diagnostic innovation, the collection offers a unique insight into intellectual
development of regional practice in the century prior to the foundation of the National
Health Service.
10

Thinking about the collection as “special”
One of the challenges of promoting engagement with 19th-century and early 20th-century
printed special collections is that their “specialness” is arguably less clear than that of, for
example, rare incunabula or illuminated manuscripts. Interest in printed books from this era
can suffer from assumptions that they are not as rare (especially post-hand press era
material), visually appealing or bibliographically “interesting” as older treasures housed in
special collection libraries. Whereas certain books have been designated “special” and
housed separately in private and institutional libraries for many centuries, 19th-century and
early 20th-century printed material can sit restlessly between modern, borrowable library
collections and closed stacks managed by specialist librarians.
Despite these challenges, 19th century collections prove a rich resource for research,
teaching and learning, and public engagement across diverse disciplines. Digital initiatives
such as the UK Medical Heritage Library (launched in 2014) and Nineteenth Century
Collections Online (launched in 2012) exemplify sustained interest in library collections from
this period.
Since beginning this project, I have reflected on my own understanding of what “special”
material is. The
“specialness” of
collections can lie in
their history as
collections (who was
the material collected
for and how was it
used?), the historical
context of the subject
matter (why was the
material collected
and why was it
useful?) as well as the
intrinsic “specialness”
of the items evident
through significant
copy-specific
characteristics and
rarity.

OVER 30,000 BOOKS HOUSED AT THE MAIN UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

These considerations are a natural part of the cataloguing process. Though perhaps not
stereotypically seen this way, special collections cataloguing is a dynamic mix of discovery
and careful assessment. Working through a collection book by book provides a fresh
perspective on 19th-century collections that is itself significant. I hope to engage potential
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users with the process of the cataloguing project as much as possible in order to build up
interest in the material and share the sense of discovery I experience as a cataloguer. Social
media is valuable engagement outlet, reaching a wide and active ‘#histmed’ community
with an immediacy not possible through other mediums. Started recently, the
@ManMedProject Twitter page will post “live” from the cataloguer’s desk!

TWITTER FODDER: AN ENTERTAINING ADVERTISEMENT FOR
“LATREILLE’S HYPERION HAIR RESTORER”, INCLUDED IN
TOILET MEDICINE (1881)

“Hell on earth”: Manchester and the early days of the
Manchester Medical Society
As a city, Manchester was “born” in the 19th century. Rapid urbanisation fuelled by the
growth of the textile industry transformed the small market town into the third largest city
in Britain. At the turn of the 18th century Manchester boasted a modest population of
10,000 inhabitants; by 1901 this had risen to around 700,000, surpassed only by London and
Glasgow. When Freidrich Engels famously visited, he declared the squalor of its “disgraceful
unhealthy slums” and the “disgusting conditions” that factory workers lived in as “hell on
earth.”
Certainly, the challenges of public health were keenly felt in Manchester and local medical
professionals were compelled to engage with the unprecedented demands of urban
healthcare and keep apace with the burgeoning practice of clinical medicine. The first
section of the collection I am cataloguing, classified as “public health and preventive
medicine”, reflects Victorian anxieties about urban health and hygiene and includes diverse
12

guides to correct living concerning everything from “dust and its dangers” and medical
climatology to ill-fitting clothes and sex education.

THE EVILS OF “UNHYGIENIC” BRACES AND RESPIRATORS FOR WORKERS IN “CERTAIN DUSTY TRADES” FROM PHYSICAL EFFIECIENCY
(1906) BY SCOTTISH PHYSICIAN AND ADVOCATE OF DEGENERATION THEORY JAMES CANTLIE

When the MMS was founded in 1834, the provision of a medical library and reading rooms
for its members was deemed a “necessity”
for “members of the Profession residing in
the North of England”. The Society’s medical
collections, therefore, lie at the heart of its
professional activity and reflect new
developments in both medical practice and
professional organisation regionally and
nationally.
Under the direction of leading Manchester
ophthalmologist and avid bibliophile Thomas
Windsor (Honorary Librarian, 1853-63 and
1879-1883), the library quickly acquired the
status of the most valuable collection of
medical books outside London. The number
of volumes and pamphlets rose from 2558 in
ENRIQUETA RYLANDS, FOUNDER OF THE JOHN
RYLANDS LIBRARY, WAS ONE OF THE NUMEROUS 1858, to 12,594 in 1863, and greatly
DONORS TO THE MMS COLLECTIONS. SHE IS
expanded in areas of particular interest to
RECORDED AS PRESENTING “196 VOLUMES FROM
THE “ALTHORP COLLECTION” IN 1894, TWO YEARS Windsor – rare early-printed medical texts
AFTER SHE PURCHASED THE COLLECTION FROM
and foreign, especially continental and
JOHN POYNTZ
American, publications.
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These books provided a cutting-edge resource for the Manchester medical profession in the
19th and early 20th centuries and a rich network of local practitioners informed, and in turn
were informed by, its development. As a discrete collection with a unique provenance, it has
great potential to prove as valuable to current researchers, students and those interested in
the scientific heritage of Manchester, as it was to those physicians responding to the
challenges of modern healthcare in their time.

P HYSIOLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS ON SCHOOL BOYS IN HEALTHY GROWTH (1927) BY MEDICAL OFFICER OF M ANCHESTER
G RAMMAR S CHOOL , A LFRED M UMFORD

Charlotte Hoare, Special Collections Librarian (Wellcome Project)
University of Manchester
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Peers, problems and possibilities: the RLUK
Special Collections Leadership Network
“It’s not what we’ve got, it’s what we do with it that matters”.
This isn’t perhaps the most elegant of statements but it does a good job of summing up the
thinking behind the Special Collections Leadership Network (SC LN). It was set up by
Research Libraries UK (RLUK) in 2017 as part of a programme to develop an audience-led
strategy for its special collections. The idea of the strategy is that by focussing on impact for
teaching, research and public engagement we can better demonstrate the value and
potential of our collections than if we start with the collections themselves (incredible as
they are). The SC LN is helping RLUK to develop and implement the strategy, and is a
professional peer network for RLUK staff in senior roles, typically Head of Special Collections
(though job tiles vary). It’s still fairly early days for the network but it has quickly become a
valuable forum to explore the opportunities and challenges of an audience-led approach.
The formation of the group was warmly welcomed by its members, since networking
opportunities are frequently curtailed by professional boundaries or embedded within
broader events (with the odd special collections paper or workshop at a conference) and the
chance to come together to address common issues was eagerly embraced. We got to work
one snowy day in January 2017 and quickly established how best to make the most of our
time together (we meet three times a year).
We began by identifying and addressing the key challenges we face as leaders in special
collections (what matters most and what keeps us awake at night?): positioning and
strategic alignment, advocacy and lobbying, and culture change emerged as the front
runners. If we are to be successful we need our organisations to understand and articulate
the value we offer our audiences, we need to influence if we are to realise our potential,
and we need to help our teams think differently if we are to maximise success. They are big
issues. We had some great conversations and have all benefitted from them, taking
important learning back to the office. We’ve now moved on to start thinking about what we
can practically achieve together, beginning with the digital – what benefits could a
collaborative approach to digitisation and digitised content bring? Also in the pipeline is
impact – what difference do we make for our audiences and how do we know?
The SC LN isn’t alone in taking an audience approach and the questions we’re asking
ourselves are by no means unique to RLUK libraries, of course. We also know that there is
excellent practice beyond RLUK and that we have much to learn from others. We actively
seek opportunities to engage with the wider community to have these conversations
together. We’re exploring opportunities to work in partnership with other organisations and
networks – watch this space for news. We’ve run a workshop at DCDC for the past two years
and hope to offer another at this year’s conference (check the DCDC website for updates) –
come along and join us. We look forward to seeing you.
Rachel Beckett,
Associate Director of the John Rylands Library and the John Rylands Research Institute
Co-convenor of the Special Collections Leadership Network
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Exhibitions
Nationwide:
Seeing Euclid: a networked exhibition of Euclidean texts,
Summer 2018
Euclidean geometry has
held sway in Europe for
nearly two and a half
thousand years. It has
been used by surveyors to
map fields and architects
to design buildings, and
studied by generations of
schoolchildren. Early
thinkers turned to it as a
source of philosophy;
later readers saw in it a
monument to the genius
of the Greeks, or an
exercise for improving the mind. Today Euclid is commemorated in place names, on postage
stamps, and even as an interplanetary satellite.
The Elements of Geometry was written by Euclid of Alexandria around 300BCE and
transmitted through the medieval world in Greek, Arabic, Latin and other languages. In the
seventeenth century the Elements enjoyed a particular resurgence. Nearly 300 editions of
the text appeared between 1482 and 1700, ranging in size from large library tomes to small
pocket-books. Today, more than 1900 copies of these editions are extant in libraries and
repositories across Britain and Ireland.
Throughout summer 2018, the ‘Seeing Euclid’ network of exhibitions will highlight the
legacy of Euclid’s Elements in Early Modern Britain and Ireland, with physical or virtual
displays of books and other artefacts from the first two hundred years of Euclid in print.
Curated by the research project ‘Reading Euclid’ (readingeuclid.org), based at the University
of Oxford and funded by the AHRC, the exhibition is a collaboration between nearly thirty
institutions across Britain and Ireland. Visit us at seeingeuclid.org for a map of the
participating locations, where you can also find stories about how people lived with, read,
used and abused the Elements of Geometry, a most long-lived and wide-ranging cultural
artefact.
Benjamin Wardhaugh, Philip Beeley, and Yelda Nasifoglu
Reading Euclid project, University of Oxford
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Participating Institutions:
England
University of Cambridge

Canterbury Cathedral

Eton College

University of Leeds

University of Leicester &

Lincoln Cathedral

Mathematical Association

University of Liverpool

University of Manchester

Newcastle University

University of Oxford

Winchester College

York Minster

Middle Temple Library

Royal College of Physicians

Royal Society

Senate House Library,
University of London

University College London

Wellcome Collection

University of Glasgow

Royal Observatory of

London

Westminster School
Northern Ireland:
Armagh Robinson Library

Scotland:
University of Aberdeen

Edinburgh
University of St Andrews

Wales:
National Library of Wales

Ireland:
Edward Worth Library,

Marsh’s Library, Dublin

Dublin
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Maynooth University

Manchester
Oceans Apart: Great Migrations, Grand Tours and Atlantic Liners
1870-1940
Oceans liners are synonymous with the age of travelling in style but the stories of those who
travelled on them varied greatly. Drawing on archives and advertising material, this
exhibition explores these stories to reveal the contrasting experiences of poor emigrants
journeying to the Americas in steerage and the voyages of the wealthy who travelled in
luxury in First Class.
More than 50 million people crossed
the Atlantic in great waves of
migration during the 19th and early
20th centuries. The exhibition
provides insights into some of the
motives and life-changing decisions
that led people to undertake these
sometimes-perilous journeys in
search of better lives in the
Americas. Among the unique
documents included in the
exhibition are original letters, ticketbooks and ledgers from the archives
of Irish emigration agent and general
merchant, John Gibbons (18741957) of Westport, Co. Mayo.
The exhibition also explores a very
different type of voyage to that
offered by shipping lines to the
migrating steerage-passengers: one
of luxury and style, available to
wealthy travellers returning to the
Old Country, taking cruises or
touring Europe and the Middle East.
The glamour of First Class travel is represented through a collection of posters and
brochures from the Golden Age of steamships that held the promise of exotic locations and
opulent surroundings.
The exhibition has been curated by Dr John Gibbons, Senior Lecturer in the Department of
History, Politics and Philosophy at Manchester Metropolitan University.
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Oceans Apart runs until 17 August 2018 in the Special Collections Gallery, Manchester
Metropolitan University. It is free and open to all from Monday-Friday 10.00am-4.00pm.
Follow @MMUSpecial, email via lib-spec-coll@mmu.ac.uk or call 0161 247 6107.

Manchester Metropolitan University Special Collections
3rd floor, All Saints Library
Manchester Metropolitan University
All Saints
Manchester
M15 6BH
www.specialcollections.mmu.ac.uk
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London:
At Last! Votes for Women
LSE Library’s summer exhibition marks the centenary of some women winning the right to
vote. It is inspired by the Women’s Library Collection, a collection which grew out of the
suffrage movement and work of the London Society of Women’s Suffrage founded in 1867.
The exhibition is representative of the suffrage campaign focusing on the work of the
National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), the Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU) and the Women’s Freedom League, an off-shoot group from the WSPU. It
concentrates on the latter (and often bitter) years of the campaign from 1908 to the final
years of the First World War when the right of all men and some women was passed in
Parliament.

With the unveiling of the statue of Millicent Garrett Fawcett - the first woman to have a
sculpture in Parliament Square – the exhibition features many items from Millicent’s archive
showing her tactful negotiating skills and drive to get at least a limited franchise in 1918. It
features correspondence between Millicent and Emmeline Pankhurst as well as Herbert
Asquith and Lloyd George and displays the muted celebration of the vote, held when war
was still in progress.
Many items are displayed for the first time: Eunice Guthrie Murray’s diary with details of the
first incident of WSPU militancy in 1905 and the document recording the ousting of
Frederick and Emmeline Pethwick-Lawrence from the WSPU in 1912. Also on show are
items from relatively unknown suffragettes – Katie Gliddon’s prison diary written inside her
copy of Shelley’s poetry book and a WSPU belt buckle belonging to Miss E Curnock. We are
also extremely fortunate to have on loan the minutes of the first meeting of the Women’s
Freedom League, founded in 1907 after the WSPU’s autocracy proved too much for some.
20

At last! runs throughout the summer in the
Library Gallery at the entrance to the Library. It
is free and open to all from Monday - Friday
9:00-19:00 and Saturday-Sunday 11:00-18:00.
www.lse.ac.uk/library/exhibitions
We have a number of suffrage-related events
over the summer and into the autumn including
talks, hands-on activities for adults and families,
performance, film-screening and online schools
resources.
www.lse.ac.uk/library/suffrage18
Check out www.flickr.com/photos/lselibrary/albums and
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/collections/thewomenslibrary/rarebooks to see digitised
materials from the collections.
If you are interested LSE collections, why not take a look at the highlights which give an
overview of many of the collections: www.lse.ac.uk/library/collections/collectionhighlights/collections-highlights.
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Book reviews
David Thomas, Simon Fowler and Valerie Johnson, The Silence of the Archive. London: Facet
Publishing, 2017. xxvi, 224p. (Principles and Practice in Records Management and Archives).
ISBN 9781783301553. £59.95 pbk.
That archives represent an incomplete picture of the past has long been acknowledged.
Whether this is as a result of deliberate or accidental destruction, records closure or records
not being created in the first place most archivists and researchers using archives will at
some point face the challenge of trying to overcome ‘the silence of the archive’. In The
Silence of the Archive David Thomas, Simon Fowler and Valerie Johnson, all either current or
former employees of the National Archives, have drawn upon their professional experience
to examine issues around archival silences both from the perspective of the archivist and of
users of archives. Over the course of seven concise chapters the authors have tackled the
subject comprehensively, ranging from examining the causes of archival silences, to the
impact of the gaps they have created, and methods which have been adopted to overcome
them, with each providing a full list of references for further reading.
The initial chapters set the scene focusing on how and why silences are created in both the
records themselves and also in how they are described and made accessible to readers.
Johnson in ‘Dealing with the silence’ is positive that “there is much that can be done to fill
the silence…reading voices back to the past, and ensuring in the future that more voices are
considered in the telling”. Ideas for changes to archival practices, and indeed those which
have already been adopted, to help reduce the impact of the silence and limit its extent
going forward are dotted throughout. In ‘Imagining archives’ Thomas provides a broad
range of examples of how archives have been “imagined, fictionalized, faked or forged” over
the centuries including the “speculation and exaggeration” which resulted from the dearth
of evidence of Shakespeare’s life, and the recreation of Zepa as an online archive, a Bosnian
village destroyed by Serbian forces.
Particularly timely is the focus on the impact of the move to digital records on archival
silences. Thomas’ chapter titled ‘The digital’ outlines the paradoxes this has created, arguing
that laws designed to create greater openness have led to the increased destruction of
records, more records might mean less information and knowledge survives, and
furthermore that archives might end up with smaller collections. In the penultimate
chapter, ‘Solutions to the silence’, Johnson returns to the impact of the digital but views it
as a more positive force for change, outlining the opportunities it creates for documenting
multiple voices through the development of digital community archives, for developing new
ways to document, preserve and access material and for involving new audiences in these
activities.
Although enlightening and instructive throughout, a disappointing and somewhat surprising
lack of passion is conveyed by the authors for their chosen topic. What could have been a
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call to action among archivists and information professionals, while not completely silent, is
somewhat muted. Nevertheless, The Silence of the Archive is an informative and often
thought-provoking examination which presents a holistic approach to the subject
summarising decades of debate and bringing together the research of many in an accessible
and enjoyable manner. A rewarding and highly recommended read for information
professionals and researchers alike, The Silence of the Archive is certain to provoke thoughts
about how information professionals are working today and highlight some of the
possibilities of the future.
Ashleigh Hawkins, Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library

The Medieval Manuscript Book: Cultural Approaches, ed. by Michael Johnston and Michael
van Dussen. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014. xii, 306 pp. (Cambridge Studies
in Medieval Literature). ISBN 9781107066199. £67.1
The volume presents a series of essays investigating the development of book production
from c.1100 to c.1500. The chosen period began with the growth of commercial book
production outside the monastery setting. Furthermore, it witnessed the rise of vernacular
languages and the development of the concept of the ‘author as a public figure’. In their
introduction, the editors propose three theses to be investigated throughout the volume:
1) ‘A manuscript is a process as much as a product’, therefore:
2) Scholars should not restrict their studies to the moment of creation but rather
investigate the entire life-cycle of manuscripts;
3) As a manuscript’s life-cycle is studied, so scholars must consider decentralised
forms of authority.
To prove these theses, the editors have brought together a varied and often stimulating
selection of essays. Erik Kwakkel demonstrates what can be deduced from investigating a
manuscript as an object. Pascale Bourgain offers a survey of how manuscript texts
circulated, were copied and at times revived. Both Kwakkel and Bourgain present wideranging commentaries. Whilst neither studies are particularly ground-breaking they are
succinct and valuable contributions. Stephen Nichols and Siân Echard both give a
researcher’s perspective which will be of interest to those who provide access to
manuscripts – Nichols considers the use of printed critical editions; Echard writes on
institutional interventions in the cataloguing of, and provision of access to, medieval
manuscripts. Other essays investigate multi-lingual manuscripts, the role of the author in
manuscript production, and the development of digital manuscript scholarship.
1

Published in paperback, 2017, £20.99
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The volume is illustrated throughout with black and white images. A single
bibliography is given, helpful in a volume professing to provide a starting point to further
study. Unfortunately, the list of manuscripts found at the beginning of the bibliography
provides neither page references nor a complete guide to what has been discussed
elsewhere in the volume. However, if I have one overriding criticism of the collection it is
the regular attempts to be at the cutting age of academic scholarship in the history of the
book without sufficient acknowledgment of what is already going on elsewhere. The editors
set out some rather grand aims. It is stated that they are “interested in how humans interact
with manuscripts” and that they wish to put “manuscript studies into dialogue with cultural
history” (p. 2). It is recognised that palaeography and codicology “are essential skills” but
that palaeographers and codicologists all too often fail to move beyond these “service
industries” (p. 1). I’m not at all convinced that this is correct, at least not in recent years
when I would suggest that those engaged in specific and focused manuscript research have
been aware of the need to place such studies in a wider societal context.
Such a perception is perhaps revealing of a further problem with the volume, that is
that it lacks balance in the choice of authors. The volume is part of a series – ‘Cambridge
Studies in Medieval Literature’ – and those who have contributed essays are largely, with
some notable exceptions, from the field of medieval literary studies (a situation which may
explain why it was felt necessary to define the word ’scriptorium’, p. 35). If the author
biographies are to be taken as any guide, the volume is lacking entirely the voice of a
manuscripts’ librarian, archivist or curator. In one of his case studies, Seth Lerer highlights
the occasional disbinding and recataloguing of a Sammelband. Also writing in reference to a
Sammelband, Jeffrey Todd Knight discusses the difficulty of caring for and cataloguing a
bound volume which contains both manuscript and printed tracts. What is lacking is any
comment provided by a librarian who might have explained how such issues have been
grappled with and, very often, resolved. Notwithstanding these criticisms, the volume will
make a valuable addition to the reading lists of those working in the field of the history of
the book. As with the study of a manuscript, this volume will benefit from not being read in
isolation.
Richard Wragg, The National Gallery
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