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Speaker Bios

lan Heller

lan Heller is the Founder and Chief Strategist for Distribution Strategy Group. He has more
than 30 years of experience executing marketing and e-business strategy in the wholesale
distribution industry, starting as a truck unloader at a Grainger branch while in college. He’s
since held executive roles at GE Capital, Corporate Express, Newark Electronics and HD
Supply. lan has written and spoken extensively on the impact of digital disruption on
distributors.
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David Coletto

Infinitely curious, passionate, and eternally optimistic—these are just a few words to
describe David Coletto, the founder, Chair, and CEO of Abacus Data. With a career
spanning over two decades, David has devoted his life to exploring what people think and
feel about their work, their lives, and their politics. He believes that understanding what
motivates and informs people’s worldview, we can create a more understanding,
empathetic, and action-driven world.

David is one of Canada’s best known and most respected public opinion analysts,
pollsters, and social researchers. He works with some of North America and Europe’s
biggest and most respected brands, associations, and unions and is frequently called upon
by news organizations, to assess public opinion as events happen. In January 2024, The Hill

Times recognized him as one of the Top 100 Most Influential People in Canadian Politics.



https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/01/29/the-top-100-most-influential-people-in-federal-politics-to-watch-in-2024/408228/?utm_source=The+Hill+Times&utm_campaign=5518acaaa5-Todays-Headlines-Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_251d35861a-5518acaaa5-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=5518acaaa5&mc_eid=b92398ff6e
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/01/29/the-top-100-most-influential-people-in-federal-politics-to-watch-in-2024/408228/?utm_source=The+Hill+Times&utm_campaign=5518acaaa5-Todays-Headlines-Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_251d35861a-5518acaaa5-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=5518acaaa5&mc_eid=b92398ff6e
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Tareq Hadhad

Tareq Hadhad is telling his story. He was a Syrian refugee and now living his new life with
his entrepreneurial family in Canada’s east coast. He is the founder and CEO of Peace by
Chocolate, the recipient of the EY Entrepreneur of The Year 2021 for Atlantic, named one of
the Top 25 Immigrants in The Maritimes, selected by Google as the National Hero Case,
was awarded RBC’s top Immigrant Award and Entrepreneur of the Year in 2020 and Queen
Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee Medal. All of this has happened since Tareq’s arrival on
Canada’s East Coast in December 2015 as a Syrian-Canadian newcomer.

In 2012 the Hadhad’s home and factory that housed the family chocolate-making business
were destroyed which forced them to seek safety in other countries. A former medical
student at Damascus University and long-time peacekeeping advocate, Tareq joined
medical relief efforts after arriving in Lebanon. A new life began when Tareq and his family
were welcomed to Canada on a community-based sponsorship.

Passionate about peace and entrepreneurship, his family relaunched the family business
to recreate the chocolates they once exported across the Middle East and their story has
turned into an international inspiring phenomenon.

Tareq and his family have a focus on job creation, utilizing a network of local community
members and refugees from across Nova Scotia and Canada to help support the local
economy. Now that their chocolates are distributed across Canada, they look to offer more
employment opportunities as their business grows.



