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Dear Ralph Suppa and Tania Johnston: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter of October 5, 2020, to the Prime Minister, regarding 
the important role that members of the plumbing, heating and mechanical industry will play 
as the Government of Canada delivers on its Speech from the Throne commitments. Please 
accept my apologies for the delay in responding. 
 
The Government of Canada is focused on overcoming the greatest health crisis of our time. 
It is taking strong and quick action to stabilize our economy and support communities 
across Canada, while protecting the health and safety of all Canadians. 
 
Infrastructure Canada is working with federal, provincial, and territorial counterparts, 
Indigenous leaders and municipalities to move forward on meeting immediate 
infrastructure needs, what can be rolled out in the short term to support jobs, and how we 
will restart our economy as quickly as possible while respecting public safety guidelines. 
The Department is also continuing to accelerate project funding approvals that create jobs 
and improve the quality of life for Canadians across the country, and is working diligently 
to process reimbursement of claims received from its partners so that they will have the 
funds they need to continue moving projects forward and employing Canadians. 
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The Government of Canada has been and remains committed to fighting COVID-19 in 
partnership with other governments across the country. In June 2020, the Government of 
Canada announced that allocations amounting to $2.2 billion under the federal Gas Tax 
Fund would be accelerated for the 2020-21 fiscal year and provided in a single payment to 
help local governments meet the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In July 2020, the Government of Canada announced the Safe Restart Agreement with the 
provinces and territories, which will see over $19 billion invested in protecting the health 
of Canadians and getting people safely back to work. Through the Safe Restart Agreement, 
the Government of Canada will contribute up to $2 billion to support municipalities with 
COVID-19 operating costs, and will cost match approximately $2.3 billion to support any 
additional provincial or territorial contributions for public transit. 
 
Furthermore, we have adjusted the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program so that 
provinces and territories can use federal funding to act quickly on a wider range of more 
pandemic-resilient infrastructure projects. Under a new COVID-19 Resilience funding 
stream worth up to $3.3 billion, projects will be eligible for a significantly larger federal 
cost share, with an accelerated approval process. Projects that provide retrofits, repairs and 
upgrades for municipal, territorial, provincial and Indigenous buildings, health 
infrastructure and schools are all supported by this new COVID-19 Resilience stream. 
Green energy and energy-efficiency projects are supported through cost-sharing under the 
Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program’s $9.2-billion Green Infrastructure stream. 
 
I know that you will be interested in the recently unveiled A Healthy Environment and a 
Healthy Economy, a plan which follows on the commitments made in the Speech from the 
Throne and sets us on a path to exceed our 2030 Paris Agreement emissions reduction 
target and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Supported by an initial $15 billion in 
investments, we are firmly committed to advancing work in this sector, including investing 
$1.5 billion over three years for green and inclusive community buildings, and requiring 
that at least 10 per cent of this funding be allocated to projects serving First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis communities. The Canada Infrastructure Bank will also be investing $2 billion 
in large-scale building retrofits to increase energy efficiency and help make communities 
more sustainable. Their three-year plan will help build a low-carbon economy, and is 
expected to create approximately 60,000 jobs with the full $10 billion investment. 
 
In addition, the Honourable Seamus O’Regan, my colleague at Natural Resources Canada, 
will be responsible for developing a new model ‘retrofit’ code for existing buildings by 
2022 and working with provinces and territories to develop and adopt increasingly stringent 
building codes, with the ultimate goal of a net-zero energy ready model building code by 
2030. You can find more information on the federal government’s strengthened climate 
plan at https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/climate-change/climate-
plan/healthy_environment_healthy_economy_plan.pdf. 
 
 

 
…3 



- 3 - 
 
 
Together, we will work to ensure that infrastructure plays a vital role in promoting 
economic growth, job creation, and improving our quality of life in the coming months 
and years. 
 
Please accept my best regards. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Catherine McKenna, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Infrastructure and Communities 
 
 
c.c. The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, P.C., M.P. 
 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
 
 The Honourable Seamus O’Regan, P.C., M.P. 
 Minister of Natural Resources 
 
 The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P. 
 Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
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