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“My Client is Suing You For Breach of Promise!”
Dear Clearwater Bar Members and
Friends:
I (hereinafter referred to as the “wishor”)
want to wish all of you (hereinafter referred
to as the “wishee(s)”), without any implied
or implicit obligations on the part of the
wishor, a socially responsible, politically
correct, low stress, and personally fulfilling,
holiday season that is practiced with the
most enjoyable traditions of wishee’s
choice. By accepting this greeting, wishee
acknowledges that wishor has implied
no promise to actually implement any
of the wishes and the wishes may not be
enforceable in certain jurisdictions and said
wishes are revocable at the sole discretion
of the wishor.
Seriously, this is my favorite time of the
year and I hope each of you enjoy it just as
much. One of the reasons that I enjoy it
so much is because my practice and other
professional activities actually slow down a
little bit so I can enjoy time with family and
friends and reflect on all that I have. It does
not make much sense for all of us to work

so hard if we do not take the time to reflect
on why we are working so hard and to
appreciate all that we have. But this is also
a time of year when those less fortunate are
more aware of their circumstances. I cannot
think of anything more heartbreaking than
a child, or anyone for that matter, who does
not receive a gift this holiday season or
who does not have a place to enjoy a warm
holiday meal. Those of us who can help
those less fortunate have an obligation to
do so. There are many opportunities to do
exactly that this holiday season, with both
gifts and food.
You can join me and other CBA
members at the Clearwater Bar Association
at the annual CBA Winter Holiday Party
on December 12, 2018, and bring a new
unwrapped toy to donate. You can also drop
off an unwrapped toy at Koch & Hoffman,
P.A. by December 19. The donations there
will be delivered to local children who have
been in domestic violence situations, are
in foster care, or to other needy children.
continued on page 4
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The comments, messages, statements and opinions,
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International Pro Bono Month 2018
By Julie Ann Embler and Nery Alonso
While we at Bay Area Legal Services like
to celebrate our volunteers EVERYDAY,
every fall as pro bono month (October)
comes around, we are again humbled
by the volunteers that we work with and
the impact those volunteers are making
in the community. 
We are proud that
in partnership with the Clearwater Bar
Association, we are able to promote
and execute so many exciting pro bono
opportunities: from the annual Legal Fair
to the recent relaunch of the Legal Clinic
at Mt Carmel (on Thursday, August 23, The
Volunteer Lawyers Program (Northwest)
co-hosted a Legal Clinic with the Clearwater
Bar Association at Mt. Carmel Church in
Clearwater; there was a large turnout for
the event where volunteer attorneys were
available to assist attendees with legal
questions and identify appropriate issues
for referral to VLP-Northwest for further
legal services) to the Bar members that
take on litigation cases, pro bono efforts are
starting to expand in the Sixth Circuit. The
continued partnership and collaboration

between BALS and the Clearwater Bar
Association continues to be an integral
part of legal services provided in the Sixth
Circuit. This is includes, but is far from
limited to, another successful Clearwater
Bar Association Legal Fair, kicking off the
last week of October, also known in our
circles as Pro Bono Week, with dozens of
volunteer attorneys providing free legal
services to our community.
We recently announced in the Res Ipsa
that due to some restructuring at Bay Area
Legal Services, the programing that serves
North Pinellas and Pasco County’s pro
bono efforts are now managed through
the BAVLP (Bay Area Volunteer Lawyers
Program) that now operates in both the
Sixth and Thirteenth Circuits. As a result of
this exciting merger, we are in the process
of rebranding and will now be known
simply as the Volunteer Lawyers Program
(VLP) of Bay Area Legal Services rather
than “BAVLP” or “BAVLP-NW.” In the
coming months, we will be launching a new
logo, so be on the lookout for these exciting
changes!

As stated above, all of the credit for
our expansion is due to the hard work that
our volunteer attorneys and paralegals are
doing for our program. We could never do
the work we do without your dedication
and passion for serving. In 2017 alone,
the Volunteer Lawyers Programs serving
the Sixth and Thirteenth Circuits served
over 2,000 clients through our various
clinics/projects and our generous volunteer
attorneys donated 4,588 hours of their
time! The value of pro bono service to our
program is $250.00 per hour. That means
that our volunteer attorneys donated
$1,147,000 to our organization in 2017
alone! Don’t ever forget the value of your
time and skills and what that time and
those skills mean to each potential client
you’ll assist. Keep in mind, our volunteers
are unpaid not because civil legal aid is
worthless, but instead because it is priceless!
Please contact staff attorneys Nery

Alonso (Nalonso@bals.org) or Julie Ann
Embler (Jembler@bals.org) with any probono related questions or ideas!

President’s Message

to tens of thousands of individuals and
families living throughout Pinellas County.
Donations are needed to help the food bank
keep up with day-to-day needs and even
more are needed as the holidays approach.
RCS Food Bank recipients are 56 percent
children, 17 percent senior citizens and less
than 6 percent homeless individuals, with
the majority of adults being employed or
currently seeking employment. Call 727443-4031 or visit www.rcspinellas.org/food.
I have listed just a few of the opportunities
that are available to you to help bring some
happiness to those less fortunate this
holiday season.

from page 2

Please bring a new unwrapped toy.
RSVP to www.ClearwaterBar.org

The Food Emergency and Services Team
(FEAST) is conducting its annual food
and toy drive to help the needy during the
holidays. Non-perishable food items and
new, unwrapped toys can be donated at
the Palm Harbor Chamber of Commerce
office through Dec. 20. The chamber office
is located at 1151 Nebraska Ave. Oldsmar
Cares has its third annual holiday food
program on Friday, December 19. It provides
families in need food to prepare a holiday
dinner. This annual event supplements
the Oldsmar Cares ongoing food pantry
programs. On the day of the event Oldsmar
Cares, needs several volunteers from 8
a.m. to noon to pack food boxes and help
customers load them into vehicles. More
information is available by calling 813-4157373 or via email at info@oldsmarcares.org.
The RCS Food Bank, 700 Druid Road in
Clearwater, provides nutritious groceries

Clearwater Bar Association
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Brandon D. Bellew is the current president
of the Clearwater Bar Association and is a
partner with Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel
and Burns, LLP, where he focuses his practice
on trust, estate and guardianship litigation.
He was recently named “Lawyer of the Year”
for 2019 by Best Lawyers for Trust and Estate
Litigation-Clearwater.
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Florida Family Lawyer
by Scott Schiltz
A new case out of the Fourth District
Court of Appeal has apparently reversed
previous findings of other courts that
a requirement or prerequisite for a
modification of an alimony award would
be that the change in circumstances are
unanticipated. Several years ago I had a
case wherein the former husband had been
paying a somewhat substantial amount of
alimony for many, many years. The former
husband was nearing retirement age and
after much deliberation with a CPA it
was determined that even post retirement
the husband would have the ability to
pay the amount of alimony he had been
ordered to pay years before. However, in
our opinion there had been a substantial
change of circumstances on the part of the
former wife, such as: (1) she had inherited
approximately $150,000 since the divorce,
(2) she had started receiving social security,
and (3) she had started accessing income
from retirement accounts that had been
present at the time of the divorce, but
which obviously had different amounts
at the time of the divorce than at present.
In my case, the court ruled basically that
because all of these things could have been
foreseen and were not unanticipated, i.e.,
everyone knew she would receive social
security and also knew she would receive
money from retirement accounts, it was not
unanticipated. This issue was appealed and
the Second District Court of Appeal PCA’d
the ruling. This new case from the Fourth
District, Marjorie Gelber f/k/a Marjorie
Gelber Brydger vs. Gordon Charles Brydger,
Fla.L.Weekly Vol. 3, No. 24, D1243, found
the opposite.
In Brydger, after a 27-year marriage
the parties agreed via Marital Settlement
Agreement that the former husband would
pay $6,475 per month in permanent and
periodic alimony until either party died or
the wife remarried. Under the MSA, as in
my case, as part of equitable distribution
the former wife received various retirement
and annuity accounts. Nothing in the MSA
required the former wife to invade the
retirement accounts for income. The MSA
did not take into consideration the eventual
income that the former wife would receive

from the retirement accounts without
penalty once she reached retirement age.
In Brydger, the former husband filed a
supplemental petition for modification in
2014 and was not yet retired and had the
ability to pay alimony required by the MSA.
Nevertheless, he sought modification
because the former wife had reached the age
of 59-1/2, so she could take distributions
from the account without penalty. The
trial court agreed with the husband’s
reasoning and concluded that the former
wife’s need for alimony was $1,735 per
month and therefore accordingly reduced
the permanent alimony the husband had to
pay retroactive to the date of petition. The
former wife of course argued that her ability
to access retirement accounts without
penalty at 59-1/2 was not an unanticipated
change in circumstances. The Fourth
District Court of Appeal found that, “As
a prerequisite to the modification of an
alimony award the notion of an anticipated
change in circumstances has crept into
Florida law over the years. We often see it
argued as in this case to preclude changes
that were ‘foreseeable’ at the time of the
original final judgment. The word choice of
‘anticipated’ has been unfortunate because
it has transformed a very different concept
into something that is not.” The court goes
on to quote Florida Statute 61.14(1)(a) and
notes that the statute refers to changed
circumstances and financial ability and
permits the court to enter orders as equity
requires. The statute makes no reference to
a change being unanticipated.
The Fourth District indicates that the
term “anticipated change was injected into
Florida Law by cases that use the term

synonymously to describe something that
had been contemplated and considered
when the original judgement or agreement
had been entered.” The court noted that in
Pimm v Pimm, 601 So.2d 534 (Fla. 1992),
the Florida Supreme Court did not employ
anticipated/foreseeability
analysis
in
deciding that a former spouse’s retirement
is a change of circumstance that may trigger
a modification of alimony. In Pimm, the
court expressly held that the failure of an
MSA or Final Judgment to consider what
would happen upon a spouse’s retirement
should not preclude consideration of
a reasonable retirement as part of the
total circumstances in determining
whether there were sufficiently changed
circumstances to warrant a modification
of alimony. The Fourth District concluded
that “retirement is certainly something that
can be anticipated during a divorce. Yet the
Supreme Court focused not on what the
parties should have anticipated, but what
was actually considered in the property
settlement agreement entered thirteen
years before the Motion for Modification.”
Like Pimm, Brydger was silent as to what
would happen once the former wife reached
an age where she could access funds and
retirement accounts without penalty. This
was the situation as well, in my old case.
It looks like this idea is evolving and we’ll
have to see what happens in the Second
DCA in the future.
Scott E. Schiltz practices family law in
Dunedin, and he is past president of the
Clearwater Bar Association and past
president of the Clearwater Bar Foundation.

Holiday Greetings
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Tomato, Tom “ah” to; More than Semantics:
Addressing the Confusion between Motions for
Rehearing and Motions for Reconsideration
By Thanasi Poulakidas
You have prepared diligently. Your
motion has been proofread and polished
and your legal arguments have been
reduced to talking points. The law weighs
favorably on your side and its application to
your facts is crystal clear. As your hearing
date approaches you consult with colleagues
who quickly present hypothetical defenses
and raise last-minute arguments only to
conclude that your position is correct and
assure you that your argument will carry
the day. As you arrive at the courthouse
steps and progress through a congested
security line, you are focused and ready to
prevail.
Suddenly, it’s over. Something has
gone terribly wrong. Your motion has
been denied, or even worse, your case was
dismissed. Your hard work and preparation
have gone by the wayside. As you discuss
the outcome with your colleagues
somebody confidently suggests a “Motion
for Rehearing!” –Not so fast.
While it may be instinctive to want
the matter immediately “re-heard,” filing
an improper Motion for “Rehearing” or
“Reconsideration” will likely result in
additional heartache and unnecessary
expense to your client. Furthermore, the one
thing judges dislike more than being asked

to re-evaluate their prior rulings, is being
forced to address procedural technicalities
at the outset of a hearing because the wrong
motion was filed.
The confusion in the legal community
between Motions for “Rehearing” and
Motions for “Reconsideration” is real. If
you litigate, chances are you have heard
even the most seasoned lawyers loosely
throwing around the terms “rehearing” and
“reconsideration” and if you inquire, most
cannot tell you what the difference is – at
least not right away. Let’s rip the Band-Aid
off once and for all.
Motions for Rehearing find their genesis
in the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and
address final orders. If you are seeking to
file a Motion for Rehearing, it is vital that
you familiarize yourself with the Rule
1.530, requirement that a “motion for new
trial or for hearing shall be served not later
than 15 days after the return of the verdict
in a jury action or the date of filing of the
judgment in a non-jury action.”1 If the
Motion for Rehearing is not timely filed,
the trial court loses jurisdiction to have the
matter re-heard.2
Motions for Reconsideration find
their origin in common law and address
interlocutory orders. Unlike their strict

counterparts that are subject to hard
deadlines, trial courts are afforded
broad discretion to hear Motions for
Reconsideration at any time.3
Before you attempt to tackle an
erroneous ruling you should first determine
whether the ruling has come in the form of
a final or a non-final order. As a starting
point, the Florida Supreme Court has held
that the test to be applied is “whether the
order in question constitutes an end to the
judicial labor in the cause, and nothing
further remains to be done by the court
to effectuate a termination of the cause as
between the parties directly affected.”4
Before asking a judge to rehear or
reconsider a ruling, be sure that you
have carefully read the language of the
problematic order and have the authority
for the motion (whether it stems from
common law or is codified in the Florida
Rules of Civil Procedure) firmly established.
At the very least, doing so will spare
the judge the frustration of addressing
procedural technicalities that she may be
confronted with if the motion is opposed,
and most importantly, you are guaranteed
to make your client happy!
Thanasi Poulakidas is an associate attorney
with the law firm of Brown & Associates Law
& Title, P.A., who practices civil litigation
with an emphasis on real property law.
Thanasi is also an adjunct professor and
guest lecturer at St. Petersburg College.
1.
2.
3.
4.

BMW CORPORATE
SALES PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

The Ultimate Perk for CBA Members.

FermanBMW.com | CorpSales@Ferman.com | 866-596-1111
31400 US Highway 19 North, Palm Harbor, FL 34684
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Fla. R. Civ. P. 1.530(b).
See Hyster Co. v. Morales, 591 So. 2d
1082, 1083 (Fla. 3d DCA 1991).
Oliver v. Stone, 940 So. 2d 526 (Fla. 2d
DCA 2006).
S.L.T. Warehouse Co. v. Webb, 304 So.
2d 97, 99 (Fla. 1974).
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ATTORNEYS, DID YOU KNOW?
Your client can actually

SELL

all or part of their life insurance policy.
A Life Settlement Transaction...
...is the sale of an existing life insurance policy that gives the owner
a cash settlement in excess of the cash surrender value.

EXAMPLE:

Mr. Smith (age 78) owns a $400,000 universal life
policy on his life which he no longer wants, needs or can
afford. Premiums are $12,000 per year. Cash surrender
value is $3,000 (this is the amount the insurance carrier
would give Mr. Smith if he was to surrender the policy).
Rather than surrendering the policy Mr. Smith choose
the LIFE SETTLEMENT TRANSACTION option.

POLICY SOLD FOR $65,000

BOYD CRISLER

Life Settlement Broker

(727) 365-0076
bcrisler@cfm.us.com
www.boydsettlements.com

This example is for illustration only and is meant to educate about a life settlement option.
Clearwater Bar Association
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Online Notarization
By Nomiki Zervos
On November 30, 2017, the Florida
Senate filed Senate Bill 1042, providing,
among other things, for the addition of Part
II of Chapter 117 of the Florida Statutes
(Notaries Public), to be entitled “Online
Notarizations.” With the continuously
evolving impact of technology on the legal
arena and Florida’s 2018 Legislative Session
quickly approaching on January 9, 2018,
the passage of SB1042 seemed both sensible
and probable.
Chapter 117 already provides for
electronic notarization, which allows for
the electronic signature and seal of a notary
public.1 Electronic notarization simply gives
digital notary signatures, if in compliance
with the statute, the same legal veracity as
those handwritten. It does not otherwise
affect how notary publics take oaths or
affirmations from signers or review proof of

identification. Online notarizations would.
An electronic notarization scenario
would involve an ordinary physical, faceto-face meeting between a notary public
and signing party. Before them, would
be an electronic document needing to
be notarized. The party would then sign
electronically, where necessary, in the
presence of the notary and swear or affirm
to the notary that the signature is his or
her own. The notary would then affix his
or her signature and seal to the document.
A notary seal is typically in the form of a
stamp, however, Section 117.021(3) states
that an electronic “seal” is acceptable if the
information on the seal is electronically
provided, such as: (1) the name of the
notary public, (2) the words “Notary Public
State of Florida,” (3) the date of expiration
of the commission of the notary public, and

Clearwater Bar Association
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(4) the notary public’s commission number.
“Online notarization” under SB1042
was defined as “the performance of an
electronic notarization by means of audiovideo communication technology in
compliance with this chapter.” The passage
of SB1042 would substitute the physical
presence element of a notarial transaction
for a digital one and allow for “remote
presentation” of proof of identification.
The only exception to online notarizations
would be “solemnizing the rites of
matrimony.”
An online notarization scenario would
involve a webcam meeting between an
online notary public on Main Street in
Dunedin, Florida and another party (the
Principal) on Gulf Road in Tarpon Springs,
Florida. The Principal might have a witness
present with him, though a witness can

www.ClearwaterBar.org
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appear via webcam. The webcam would
accommodate both audio and video
communication. The online notary public
would confirm the identity of the Principal
and witness and record the conference. The
Principal would acknowledge his signature
or take an oath from the online notary
public through the webcam. The online
notary public could then proceed with
notarizing the document.
SB1042 provided, among several other
nuances associated with notarial services,
for online electronic witnessing, electronic
journaling by online notary publics,
recording of audio-video communications,
and for companies offering online
notarization services.
Under the bill, any notary public need
only registers with the Executive Office of
the Governor and the Department of State
to perform online notarizations. Despite
the simplicity in registering, some may
still shy away from it. Online notarization,
under SB1042, required a moderate level of
technological knowledge and familiarity.
Online notary publics are responsible
for the security and maintenance of their
electronic
journals,
communication
recordings, and verification of remotely
presented proofs of identification through
“credential analysis” and “identity proofing,”
all of which were intricately provided for
in SB1042. Online notary publics must
further ensure that signal transmissions
from these audio-video communications
are “reasonably secure from interception,
access, or viewing by anyone other than the
participants communicating.” This alone

can seem like a daunting task in the face of
modern day hackers and security breaches.
The bill did not leave online notary
publics to face these burdens alone.
The Department of State would impose
education requirements on online notary
publics and adopt further rules and
standards supporting the implementation
of online notarization. The largest security
blanket for online notaries would be the
Department of State’s published list of
“technologies that satisfy the standards
and are approved for use in online
notarizations.” These aids would be available
at the discretion of the Department of State.
SB1042 died in messages the day before
the adjournment of the 2018 Legislative
Session. States such as Virginia, Montana,
Nebraska, Texas, Nevada, and Ohio have
already legalized online notarization and
the use of audio-video communications in
notarial services. Florida is one state among
many in which a bill for such legalization
has been introduced. We expect the push
for online notarization to be resurrected
in the next legislative session, especially
since Florida currently allows electronic
notarization and administration of oaths by
law enforcement officers through “reliable
electronic means.”2
The American Land Title Association
and Mortgage Bankers Association have
already developed a Model Bill for Remote
Online Notarization, a section-by-section
description of the Model Bill, in addition
to Frequently Asked Questions and a
Checklist on the issue. The National Notary
Association also published its own Model

Nomiki Zervos is an associate attorney at
the Davis Basta Law Firm, P.A., a boutique
real estate firm in Palm Harbor, FL. Nomiki
graduated from the University of Florida
Levin College of Law in May 2018 with
honors.
1.
2.

§ 117.021, Fla. Stat. (2007).
§ 117.10, Fla. Stat. (2015).

Mediation

Charles A. Buford, Esq.

Certifications
n
n
n

Certified Circuit Civil Mediator		n		Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer		
Board Certified Business Litigation			n Member Million Dollar Advocates Forum
Best Lawyers in America			n		Florida Trend - Legal Elite			n		AV Rated

Experience

34 years civil trial practice in most areas of Civil Litigation, including:
n
n
n

Commercial
Business
Construction

n
n
n

Professional Liability
Personal Injury
Premises Liability

n
n
n

Real Estate
Consumer Products Liability
Auto Negligence

n
n
n

Insurance Defense
Malpractice
Insurance

n
n
n

Probate
Employment
Foreclosure

Locations with Multiple Conference Rooms Ideal for Mediation
chuckb@jpfirm.com
clearwater
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Electronic Notarization Act in January
2017.
With that said, real estate transactions
could soon reach a whole new level of speed,
volume, and ease; however, this could be
at the expense of personal interactions
between buyers, sellers, and hired
professionals, something most consider to
be the most integral element of a real estate
closing. There is often more to say about an
individual after a physical meeting than a
digital one. Online notarizations would
limit a notary public’s evaluation of a
signing party’s demeanor and state of mind
to the four corners of a webcam image
and brief conversation. There also remain
concerns of video tampering; yes, even
“live” video tampering.
As with any other technological
advancement, precautions must be in
place to protect party confidentiality and
transaction credibility. This change may not
be for everyone and the demise of SB1042
in the 2018 Legislative Session shows that it
is not quite here yet. It may not be the last
we see of online notarization, though, and
we should still be ready for its arrival.

st. petersburg

n

www.ClearwaterBar.org

tampa

n
n

(727) 461-1818
www.jpfirm.com
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Determining Mental Capacity Required to
Make a Will or Trust, Gift, Contract or Deed
By Brandon D. Bellew

A person must be of “sound mind” when
he or she makes a will (or a trust).1 Florida
case law defines “testamentary capacity”
as “the ability to mentally understand in a
general way (1) the nature and extent of the
property to be disposed of, (2) the testator’s
relation to those who would naturally claim
a substantial benefit from his will, and (3)
a general understanding of the practical
effect of the will as executed.”2
A testamentary document may also be
invalid if it was the product of an insane
delusion. This occurs when the testator
(1) had no basis for his or her conclusions,
(2) rejected evidence that he or she was
mistaken about those conclusions and (3)
executed the will or trust because of those
conclusions.3 For example, a will or trust
that disinherited a child because that child
did not keep in contact with the testator,
but the child actually was in contact with
the testator.4
Capacity is determined at the time
the testator executes the will or trust.5
Testamentary capacity is presumed, and the
burden of proving otherwise is on the party
contesting the validity of the document.6
However, if the testator had been adjudicated
incapacitated by a court before the will or

trust was signed, there is a presumption
of incapacity, and the proponent has the
burden to prove capacity.7 A will or trust
is valid if an incapacitated person executes
it during a “lucid moment or interval.” A
“lucid moment” is a time where the person
returned to a “state of comprehension.”8
Under Florida law, the right to dispose
of one’s property is highly valuable, and a
will or trust should be held valid whenever
possible.9 A person who is old, physically
frail, sick, suffering from failing memory
or wavering judgment does not necessarily
lack testamentary capacity.10 The testator’s
mental capacity at the time he or she
executed a will or trust can be established
through direct evidence or by indirect
proof and inferences from evidence of
the testator’s mental condition leading
up to and following the execution of the
document.11 Therefore, evidence related
to the testator’s mental condition both
before and after the time that he or she
executed the document is relevant to the
determination of capacity.12
The slightly different standard under
Florida case law that is necessary to
determine the mental capacity to make a
deed,13 enter into a contract,14 or to make
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a gift15 is that the person must understand
the nature, effect and, significance of the
transaction. The relevant evidence for this
determination is similar to a determination
of testamentary capacity.
The first place to begin the inquiry
into mental capacity is the document
itself. The terms of a will or trust that
disinherit children or other relatives
that would be natural beneficiaries and,
instead, includes individuals who are either
casually or barely known to the testator as
beneficiaries, or that names institutions as
beneficiaries that the testator was never
involved with during his or her life could
be considered by a court as evidence of
incapacity.16 It must be determined whether
the person has a logical rationale for any
dramatic changes from previously executed
testamentary documents. Similar factors
should be considered for the determination
of capacity for a gift, deed, or contract (e.g.
fairness, logic, and understanding of effect).
The next area of inquiry is testimony
and evidence from non-medical witnesses/
sources. The following non-exclusive list
of factors could indicate incapacity, but no
one factor or combination is conclusive:
(1) confusion or inconsistency in wishes/

www.ClearwaterBar.org
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desires; (2) difficulty managing finances/
property; (3) inability to manage own
medical or healthcare decisions/treatment;
(4) irrational or unintelligent actions;
(5) substance abuse and addiction; (6)
failure to appreciate consequences; (7)
uncharacteristic disturbing behavior such
as hallucinations, delusions, aggressiveness
and impulsiveness; and (8) short term and
long term memory deficits. These factors
can be established through testimony
and records of family members, friends,
neighbors, professionals, or anyone else
who had any substantial interaction with
the decedent.
The third area of inquiry is medical
evidence, which is almost always indirect
evidence—i.e. relates to a time before
or after the contested transaction. This
is because a medical professional is not
typically present during the transaction.
The following non-exhaustive list could be
indicia of incapacity: (1) Neurologic issue,
mental disorder, or other ailment that
affects mental function (e.g. Alzheimer’s,
dementia, psychosis, brain disease,
stroke, organ failure, etc.); (2) behavioral
disturbances or psychiatric symptoms;

(3) ability to make his/her own medical
decisions; (4) psychiatric or psychological
exams; or (5) substance addictions. These
facts are established through medical
reports, nurses’ notes, lab reports, medical
tests, intake and discharge summaries,
psychiatric and psychological reports,
and prescribed medications. A medical
professional will typically not opine as to
a person’s capacity at the time of a specific
transaction, but will testify about medical
condition, effects of the condition, whether
effects were constant or episodic, prognosis
of the condition, effects of prescribed
medications, and related issues.
A determination of incapacity is based
on a totality of the circumstances. All facts
and circumstances related to the time
before, during, and after the transaction
must be considered as part of the analysis
Brandon D. Bellew is the current president
of the Clearwater Bar Association and is a
partner with Johnson, Pope, Bokor, Ruppel
and Burns, LLP, where he focuses his practice
on trust, estate, and guardianship litigation.
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Fla. Stat. § 732.501.
Raimi v. Furlong, 702 So. 2d 1273, 1286
(Fla. 3d DCA 1998).
Miami Rescue Mission, Inc. v. Roberts,
267 So. 2d 686 (Fla. 2d DCA 1972).
See Levin v. Levin, 60 So. 3d 1116 (Fla.
4th DCA 2011).
In re Estate of Dunson, 141 So. 2d 601
(Fla. 2d DCA 1962).
Id.
In re Estate of ZIY, 223 So. 2d 42 (Fla.
1969).
American Red Cross v. Estate of
Haynesworth, 708 So. 2d 602, 606 (Fla.
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Dunson, 141 So. 2d at 604.
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See In re Estate of Zimmerman, 84
So.2d 560 (Fla. 1956).
Id.
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1st. DCA 1993).
John Knox Village of Tampa Bay, Inc.
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2012).
Saliba v. James, 196 So. 832 (Fla. 1940).
Id.
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ations! 100% Club Member Firms
Congratulations! 100% Club Member Firms
Law firms of two or more

Chartered

ates, P.A..

en

ns LLP

Kwall Barack Nadeau PLLC
attorneys can show their support
Larson & Larson, P.A.
Larson & Larson, P.A.
and pride in the Clearwater Bar
Awerbach
&
Cohn,
P.A.
Macfarlane Ferguson & McMullen
Association by becoming a
M.Faehner, Esq. LLC
Barrett
& Barrett
McFarland, Gould, Lyons,
Sullivan
& Hogan, P.A.
member of the 100% club. It’s
McManus
&
McManus,
P.A.
Law office of Jonathan James Damonte, Chartered
Macfarlane Ferguson & McMullen
easy! Just email the CBA at
O’Connor Law Firm
office@clearwaterbar.org.
deVlaming
&
Rivellini,
P.A.
McFarland Gould Law
Peacock, Gaffney & Damianakis, P.A.
Peebles
& Gracy,
P.A. & Associates, P.A..
Law Office
of Robert
Eckard
McManus & McManus, P.A.
Perenich, Caulfield, Avril & Noyes, P.A.
Dreyfus Harrison, P.A.
Persante Zuroweste
Peacock, Gaffney & Damianakis, P.A.
John
D. Fernandez,
P.A.
Reeser, Rodnite,
Outten
& Zdravko P.A.
Peebles & Gracy, P.A.
Staack
, Simms
& Reighard
P.A.D. Green
Law
Offices
of Richard
Strohauer & Mannion, P.A.
Perenich, Caulfield, Avril & Noyes, P.A.
Suzzanne
Griffin,
Tanney,Linda
Griffith
& Bresler,
P.A. P.A.
Persante Zuroweste
Law office of Tragos,
Sartes
&
Tragos
, PLLC
Haas & Castillo, P.A.

Reeser & Zdravko, LLC

Hook Law Group
Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns LLP
Koch & Hoffman, P.A.
Kwall Barack Nadeau PLLC

Staack , Simms & Reighard P.A.
Tanney, Griffith & Bresler, P.A.

Law office of Tragos, Sartes & Tragos , PLLC

Law firms of two or more attorneys can show their support and pride in
the Clearwater Bar Association by becoming a member of the 100% club.
It’s easy! Just email the CBA at office@clearwaterbar.org.
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Clearwater
Bar Association
September
Luncheon
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Young Lawyers
Division
By Dane Heptener

Each year, the Clearwater Bar Association’s Young Lawyers
Division puts on its “Helping for the Holidays” event. This year, we
have events scheduled with the Homeless Empowerment Program,
the Salvation Army, and Habitat for Humanity. These events span
the week of December 9 – December 15, and we are looking for
additional volunteers. The events are as follows:

December 9, 2018
Homeless Empowerment Program
Serving Dinner from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. at the Homeless
Empowerment Program, 1120 North Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL
33755

Dec. 10 – Dec. 14, 2018

*excluding 12/12 due to CBA Holiday Party

Salvation Army

TAKE BACK
YOUR TIME.

Bell Ringing each day from 3:00 – 8:00 p.m. (please volunteer
for shifts of one hour or more) at the Publix on 619 S Ft Harrison
Ave, Clearwater, FL 33756

At Seacoast, we understand that time is money. That’s
why we offer simple, convenient solutions with the unique
service you expect from your hometown bank. With digital
and mobile capabilities that rival any institution,
Seacoast will customize our tools to meet your needs.
From optimizing your management of trust accounts to
helping improve your cash flow, we are here to make your
life easier.

December 15, 2018
Habitat for Humanity

Christina Dickson
VP - Business Banker
Christina.Dickson@SeacoastBank.com

Katrina Trump
SVP - Commercial Banker
Katrina.Trump@SeacoastBank.com

727.385.9340

727.452.8317

Home build from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (location TBD)
This is one of YLD’s best initiatives each year, and it is thanks
to the participation of our association as a whole. Please help us
give back to the community this holiday season by volunteering
for any of the above events. You can respond to this email, or you
may contact one of the event co-chairs, Casey Harrison (casey@
dreyfuspa.com) or Natalie Paskiewicz (natalie@pazmediation.
com), to volunteer or for any additional information.

SeacoastBank.com
800 706 9991

Clearwater Bar Association
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Golf Classic Oct 2018
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Capital Campaign Donors
Room Sponsors
Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns, LLP
Front Conference Room $35,000

Baskin Fleece
Executive Director’s Office $10,000

Dreyfus Harrison, PA
Lawyer Referral Office $7,500

Kwall Showers Barack & Chilson, PA
Break Room $5,000

Law Offices of Bridget Heptner
Front Powder Room $3,000

Individual Commitments
Friends of the Bar $500+

Partner’s Circle $2,500+
Bridget Heptner

Shelly Beach

Michael Little

Bruce Bokor

Steven Hitchcock

Deborah Bushnell

Zach Messa

Guy Burns

Colleen Carson

Cynthia Rice

Steven Cole

Robert
McDermott

Elizabeth Daniels

Peter Rivellini

Susan Churuti

Daniel Parri

Colleen Flynn

Charles Samarkos

Don Crowell

Wally Pope

Brandon Bellew

Karen France

Joan Vecchioli

Joshua Chilson

Bob Potter

Judge Myriam Irizarry

Robert Dickenson

Dennis Ruppel

Steve Williamson

Caitlein Jammo

David Robert Ellis

Scott Schiltz

Darrin Johnson

Jerry Figurski

Kathyrn Welsch

Joe Gaynor

Jewel White

Clearwater Bar Association
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NONPROFIT NETWORKING

A group of socially conscious
and public-spirited friends
who believe in access to
justice.

Cultivate relationships, gain
exposure, increase funding for
civil legal aid—and have fun
doing it!

free entry to our happy-hour events, with
complimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres provided by an event
sponsor.
with other philanthropic leaders who share a
passion for improving the lives of community members.
on our Facebook and Linked-in communities with
other influencers of change.
by donating $21 per month to Bay Area Legal
Services. Guests are welcome to all events with a $10 donation at the
door.

Your membership for The Collective helps to:

Bay Area Legal Services is a nonprofit law
firm of skilled, professional attorneys whose
objective is helping the most vulnerable
members of our community. Our clients do
not have the income to hire private attorneys.

• Protect foster kids and seniors from abuse.
• Give veterans access to health benefits.
• Prevent homelessness for low-income families.
• Protect domestic violence survivors.

www.bals.org

Clearwater Bar Association

•

www.ClearwaterBar.org
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How Cutting Your Coffee Habit Can Help
Save You Thousands
By Gregory Stahl CFP®, VP, Wealth Advisor, BT Wealth Advisors
I hate to tell you, but your overpriced
coffee habit is costing you a small fortune.
I get it. You enjoy your morning coffee. I
don’t want to take that away from you.
But I am hoping I can at least help you cut
back on the guilty pleasure that could be
impacting your retirement.
Honestly, you can run these numbers for
any pricey and unnecessary purchases you
frequent, including cigarettes, a microbrew,
cable TV—anything really. The point is to
illustrate how reallocating unnecessary
purchases to retirement savings over time
can make a significant impact on your
bottom line. I want you to take away the big
picture effect. It’s possible you will decide
your latte habit is worth it in the long-term.
However, before you make that decision,
hear me out.
Here’s a real-world scenario to think
about. Say you’re a 25-year-old working

professional that also happens to have
a pretty significant commitment to
overpriced coffee. You hit up the coffee
shop every morning on the way to work
and you almost always go with your
usual—a Grande Cinnamon Dolce Latte.
In my market, that latte costs $5.09 (plus
tax), which equates to $25.45 five times
weekly or $1,323.40 annually. That might
not sound like an amount that can make or
break you financially in the grand scheme
of things. However, you have to think of
the impact that can make over time and the
“snowball effect” that can quickly improve
the state of your retirement savings—that
is, if you ditch the overpriced coffee and
start funneling those funds into your
retirement savings.
Building on our scenario in the
paragraph above, let’s break down the longterm savings together. Let’s assume you, as a

25-year-old working professional, do decide
to skip the lattes and you start making your
morning brew at home. Instead, you invest
that $1,323.40 that you were spending on
lattes annually in your retirement account
over a 40-year period—assuming that you
retire at 65—would bring you to a total
of $52,936. Now, if we assume you are
investing at a 7.2 percent rate of return, you
could make out with a whopping additional
$278,205.04 in your retirement account—
that’s on top of whatever you were saving
before. And to bring it further, your total
on investment earnings over that 40-year
period would amount to an additional
$225,269.04. Do I have your attention now?
Allow me to continue this scenario
a little longer. I want to assume that you
are still investing at that 7.2 percent rate
of return. Assuming you are in retirement
for 25 years, from age 65 to 90, the money

State & Federal Business Litigation/Co-Counsel Arrangements Accepted

Robert D. Eckard

Board Certified Business Litigation,
LL.M. International Law
& Business

(727) 772 - 1941

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unfair Competition
Non-Compete Agreements
Securities Litigation
Trade Secret Litigation
Parallel Proceedings
White Collar Crime
Employer Defense
Domestic & International Criminal Defense

www.RobertEckardLaw.com
3110 Alternate US 19 North Palm
Harbor, FL 34683

We pay referral fees consistent with
rules and regulations
of the Florida Bar.

Sé Habla Español

Fauzia Makar
Managing Attorney

Clearwater Bar Association

Samantha Plummer
Associate Attorney

•

www.ClearwaterBar.org

@PWRLitigator
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you saved by skipping the lattes prior to
retirement would allow you to pay yourself
an additional $24,304.61 annually. To bring
it all together, those funds you’ve saved
compounded over 25 years of retirement
($24,304.61x25) equals a whopping
$607,615.26 total. All savings that occurred
because you decided to make a simple
change. Remember that next time you’re in
the drive thru line awaiting your morning
fix of caffeine.
If you’re interested in running through
additional scenarios like these, or if you’re

looking for a wealth advisor, please feel
free to reach out to me directly at gstahl@
btwealthadvisors.com.
Note: This illustration is hypothetical
and does not represent the return on any
particular investment. All investing is
subject to risk, including the possible loss
of the money you invest.
This article originally appeared on
The Bank of Tampa’s website. To read
more about The Bank of Tampa, visit:
thebankoftampa.com/news.

Investment services provided by BT Wealth
Advisors are not FDIC insured, not deposits or
other obligations of the Bank, and may lose
value.
Securities and advisory services offered
through LPL Financial, a registered
investment advisor, member FINRA/SIPC.
Insurance products offered through LPL
Financial or its licensed affiliates. The Bank
of Tampa and BT Wealth Advisors are not
registered broker/dealers and are not
affiliated with LPL Financial.

Good News!

Kit Van Pelt, an associate attorney
at Linda Suzzanne Griffin, P.A.,
recently spoke at the Regions –
Wine, Women & Wellness seminar,
on October 2, 2018, on Estate
Planning, in Belleair, Florida.

5 Reasons Why Res Ipsa Loquitur Advertising Makes Smart Cents!
1. Mailed to over 900 attorneys and judges
2. A readership base of over 1,800 legal professionals
3. Educated readers
4. Affluent readers
5. Uncluttered message
Call 727-461-4869. See
clearwaterbar.org for rate information.

Congratulations to Brandon D. Bellew
We are pleased to announce that Brandon D. Bellew, the current president of the Clearwater Bar
Association, is Best Lawyers® 2019 Litigation Clearwater – Trusts and Estates - “Lawyer of the Year”.
Brandon practices exclusively in the areas of Trust, Estate and Guardianship litigation. He serves on
the Executive Council of the Florida Bar’s Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section and on the
Florida Bar’s Probate Rules Committee. He frequently lectures and writes articles on trust, estate
and guardianship litigation topics. Check out his blog: bellew-telit-blog.com
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”Happy TRIALS to you,
until we meet again…”
Dear Clearwater Bar Members,
As some of you know, in January, 2019, I will be relocating to a civil division in the
St. Petersburg Courthouse. I’ve enjoyed working with the north county attorneys in the
downtown Clearwater Courthouse for the past ten years. And, for five years prior to
that, I was grateful to have served at our County Justice Center on 49th Street. I’ll miss
working with the many good lawyers who have crossed my path here. And, selfishly, I’ll
miss the fabulous view of Clearwater Bay from my office and hearing room!
Please accept my thanks for all of the difficult and challenging work you do on
behalf of your clients every day. I know how demanding this work is, not only from my
observations as a judge, but from my practicing law for 25 years. Being a lawyer is a
very important job and, I know, often a thankless one. Also, please accept my apologies
if there were any occasions in which you felt I was rude to or short with you or your
clients. I always strive to be even-tempered, but know there were days when I didn’t meet that ideal.
Finally, please feel free to drop by and say hello if you find yourself in the St. Petersburg Courthouse.
With best wishes and gratitude,
Judge Linda Allan
Judge Linda R. Allan graduated from law school in 1978. During her career as an attorney, she was the managing partner of
the law firm of Allan, Shipp & Deeb, P.A. She was lead counsel in numerous trials in both state and Federal Court and held an
“AV” rating by Martindale-Hubbell. Since being elected to the circuit bench in 2002, Judge Allan has served in the criminal,
family, civil divisions and probate divisions.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
OFFICE SPACE
PALM HARBOR: Class A Office, High end
wood floor in lobby/conference room
with high ceilings. Perfect for attorneys.
Private entrance, ground floor, 1,845
SF MOL, 5 offices/1conference, 1 restroom, 1 kitchenette, 3 private entrances. $3,210 + tax /month. Angel Calkins,
Klein & Heuchan (727) 483-2512

Paralegal, Legal Assistant, or Executive
Assistant - responsible for gathering, preparing and summarizing materials for use
by attorneys and other legal counsel. This
position will support corporate legal initiatives, maintain case files, perform legal
research, index and manage documents,
etc. Please send resumes to jmarina@
seminole-electric.com

POSITION AVAILABLE
Corporate Paralegal, Legal Assistant,
or Executive Assistant
Seminole Electric Cooperative in Tampa,
FL is seeking an experienced Corporate

CLASSIFIED RATES:
For advertising information, contact: Clearwater Bar Association, 800 Drew Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Phone: 727-461-4869
Fax: 727-461-0063
Email: office@clearwaterbar.org

Thank you for Supporting
the Clearwater Bar Association

1660 GULF TO BAY BLVD
CLEARWATER, FL 33755
FLA-ORTHO.COM

DIRECT LINE FOR ATTORNEYS
727-365-6682

Invested in your
success for more
than 40 years
Tax & Audit Services
Trust & Estate Accounting
Business Valuations
Forensic Accounting
Family Law Assistance
Lost Profit Claims
Accounting Support

PDR CPAs + Advisors

Full Circ
Circle Orthopedic performs 26% of joint
replacements in Pinellas County every year. Our
replacem
continued market success is a result of our focus
continue
clinical outcomes, patient satisfaction, coston clinic
effectiveness, and volume.
effective
• Get your client in quickly with same day
ETTSMRXQIRXW1SRHE]Ҍ8LYVWHE]
• (SGYQIRXEXMSRSƾGIRSXIWERHFMPPMRK
PIHKIVWWIRXEYXSQEXMGEPP]EJXIVIEGLZMWMX
• Dr. Donnelly and Full Circle Orthopedics
QIIXWXLI*PSVMHE)QIVKIRG]
Medical Condition requirements
DR. DONNELY, M.D., PH.D.
&SEVH'IVXMƼIH3VXLSTIHMG7YVKISR
Clearwater Bar Association
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Oldsmar/Tampa
4023 Tampa Road
Suite 2000
Oldsmar, FL 34677
P: (727) 785-4447
P: (813) 498-1294
F: (727) 784-5491
St. Petersburg
360 Central Avenue
8th Floor
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
P: (727) 785-4447

www.pdr-cpa.com
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Young Lawyers’ Diversity Spotlight:
Luis Silva
In an effort to promote diversity and
inclusion in the profession, last Res Ipsa
I wrote about my fellow CBA YLD board
member and friend, Shannon Augustin.
This issue, I endeavored to get know a man
I had only met once or twice before over the
course of our lunch hour. The undertaking
was an enriching experience, and I feel
I came out of it with a new friend in tax
attorney Luis Silva, Esq., who practices
here in Clearwater alongside his friend and
mentor, Michael Faehner, Esq.
It is fitting that Luis was born in Peru, a
beautiful land of copper and zinc, because
he is a man made of metal. Luis lived and
went to school in Peru’s capital, Lima, until
he was eight. That is when his father made
the great sacrifice of trading in his position
as a successful banker in Peru for a position
as a janitor here in Florida. The move to
America came on the heels of a period of
terrorism and militarism which plagued
Peru in the early 1990’s, and when Luis
and his family came to Town & Country
in 1996, it was with the hope of giving Luis
and his sister greater opportunities. The
sacrifice his parents made to better his own
life is one that has colored Luis’ character
and greatly influenced his path in the States.
Life in America presented the early
challenge of learning English as a second
language, but Luis picked it up easily
enough while attending Woodbridge and
Baycrest Elementary schools. By the time
he reached Wesley Chapel High School,
he was an exemplary student who was
fluent in two languages and had a passion
for history. So much so that when he took
his test for United States Citizenship at
age eighteen, his response to the question
“who was the first President” was met
with a question: “Are we talking about the
one who was named under the Articles of
Confederation, or the U.S. Constitution?”
Needless to say, he passed the test and
officially became a citizen on July 4, 2007.
He now enjoys dual citizenship here in the
United States and in Peru.
Following high school, Luis enrolled at
the University of South Florida where he
studied as a political science major from
2007-12. In 2010 he had his son, Benjamin.

Luis describes it as one of the busiest times
of his life – working on the dock at Macy’s
unloading trucks from 5:00 – 9:00 a.m.
each morning, interning at a law office
from 10:00 – 2:00 p.m., taking classes in
afternoons/evening, and balancing the
responsibilities of being a new father. Like
his father before him, Luis made countless
personal sacrifices in hopes of creating a
better life with more opportunities for his
son.
After graduating from USF in 2012,
Luis enrolled at West Virginia University
Law School, where he represented victims
in domestic violence proceedings, was a
member of the tax moot court team, and
even beat a well-known West Virginia
law firm in a contract dispute while
representing a WVU fraternity through a
law school tax clinic. He then returned to
Florida where he enrolled in the University
of Florida’s prestigious tax program and
graduated with his L.L.M in tax law. After
graduating he made the move to Pinellas
County to practice alongside Michael
Faehner.
I asked Luis what challenges he’s
encountered being a dual citizen, a single
father, and a Latino man living and
practicing law in Pinellas County. “Have I
felt it?” he asked rhetorically, “Sure. Do I
think I have had my knowledge or abilities
questioned due to ethnic reasons? Yeah.

Clearwater Bar Association
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But I think it is subconscious. If I can
think the best of people over the worst, I’ll
always think the best.” When I pressed him
further on hot-button issues like securing
American borders, tightening immigration
restrictions, or separating child immigrants
from their parents at the border he became
deeply pensive. “That could have been me
at any point in my life,” he said, becoming
tearful, “I am just thankful I had a lot of
great people in my life. A lot of people who
supported us, who gave us chances. And
now the best thing I can do for me and my
community is be the best lawyer I can be.
I may not change this person’s mind, but
maybe I can change their kids mind, or the
next generation’s mind.”
When I asked him about the superhuman task of being a full time lawyer
and single father, Luis acknowledged it is
a never-ending balancing act. Thankfully,
Luis’ son Ben, now eight, wants to be a
doctor and not a lawyer. “He lives in a home
with a swimming pool in America,” Luis
smiled proudly, “he has more opportunity
than me or my dad could have ever hoped
for, but I always try to impart humility –
to remind him that ‘you’re one generation
away from being no one.’”
Volunteering to be the focus of a
diversity piece is more intimidating and
personal than you might expect, and I am
grateful to Luis for opening up and telling
me about his path to becoming a lawyer. It
was enlightening and fulfilling experience.
If you know someone who exemplifies
diversity in the profession please ask if their
interested in being featured, and have them
email Dane Heptner at Dane@USALaw.
com.
Dane Heptner is a civil trial attorney at
Perenich Caulfield Avril & Noyes, P.A.
who practices primarily in the areas of
auto accidents, premises liability, worker’s
compensation, medical malpractice, and
social security. Dane is the current president
of the Clearwater Bar Young Lawyers
Division and is one of two Sixth Circuit
Representatives to The Florida Bar Young
Lawyers Division.
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Warm Welcome to New Members!
Vanessa Albaum
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/22/2011,
Florida Coastal School of Law, 146 2nd St
N Ste 310-C, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Jena Hudson
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/25/2000,
Stetson University College of Law, 800 E.
Twiggs Street, Suite 207, Tampa FL 33602

Victoria Bell
Admitted to The Florida Bar 12/09/2013,
Stetson College of Law, 1875 Sunset
Point Rd, Clearwater, FL 33765

Kristen Johnson
Admitted to The Florida Bar 12/22/2017,
Washington College of Law, 20 3rd St SW
Ste 209, Winter Haven, FL 33880

Sara Berge
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/21/2018,
Barry University School of Law, 7411 King
Arthur Dr, Port Richey, FL 34668

Martin Lawyer
Admitted to The Florida Bar 11/13/1970,
Vanderbilt University Law School, 1302
N. 19th St Ste 400, Tampa, FL 33605

Juan Garcia-Pardo
Admitted to The Florida Bar 07/21/2015,
George Washington University Law
School, 737 Main Street, Suite 202, Safety
Harbor, FL 34695

Sara Mollo
Admitted to The Florida Bar 05/23/1996, ,
14250 49th St N, Clearwater, FL 33762

Paul Gionis
Admitted to The Florida Bar 05/13/2002,
University of Florida, Fredric G. Levin
College of Law, 612 S. Martin Luther King
Ave, Clearwater, FL 33756

Kathryn Spurlock
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/27/2015,
Florida Coastal School of Law, 14250
49th St N RM 100, Clearwater, FL 33762
Margaret Swope
Admitted to The Florida Bar 10/12/2005,
Dayton School of Law, P.O. Box 1021,
Palm Harbor, FL 34682

Clearwater Bar Association

•

23

Jennifer Terrana
Admitted to The Florida Bar 04/19/2010,
Stetson University College of Law, 1262
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr St N, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Robert Thompson
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/22/2000,
Florida Coastal School of Law, 611 Druid
Rd E Suite 705, Clearwater, FL 33756
Sean Kelly Xenakis
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/22/1999,
Stetson University College of Law, 400
North Ashley Drive, Suite 1200, Tampa,
FL 33602
Nomiki Zervos
Admitted to The Florida Bar 09/20/2018,
Fredric G. Levin College of Law, 31111 US
Highway 19 N, Palm Harbor, FL 34684

Law Student Members
Tiffany Breuer
Brennah Toomey
Attends Stetson College of Law
Adam S. Duh
Attends Stetson College of Law, 5850
13th Avenue South, 101 B, Gulfport, FL
33707
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Florida Association for Women Lawyers
Pinellas County

We had a wonderful September social at Arkane Aleworks
with great turnout. Everyone had an enjoyable time networking
and some members even ordered the deep-fried calzones. Our
September social was topped only by our annual Shrimp Boil! This
members-only appreciation event is held every October in the home
of Elise Winters and is highly anticipated. Thank you, Elise Winters,
for all the work you put into it. If you missed this year’s Shrimp Boil,
please make sure you sign up for next year. Lastly, on November
6, PFAWL members and friends (many donning their “I Voted”
stickers) gathered at Noble Crust in St. Petersburg for great drinks,
food, and, of course, camaraderie.
A special thanks our sponsors, David Reynolds Jewelry & Coin
and the Fran Haasch Law Group for their support of PFAWL and
the advancement of women in the legal profession:

PFAWL would like to recognize the following members for
milestones reached in their adventures since our last press release:
Starlett Massey of the Massey Law Group is pleased to announce
the opening of her firm’s Fort Lauderdale office.
Vanessa L. Albaum, former 13th Judicial Circuit Assistant State
Attorney, has opened her own practice, The Law Firm of Vanessa
L. Albaum, PLLC, focusing on criminal, civil, and administrative/
licensure matters.
PFAWL member Ama Appiah oversaw Gulfcoast Legal
Services’ Justice, Soul, and Rock N’ Roll with great success!

Upcoming Events:

Mark your calendar for our annual Holiday Social on December
4 at Pinellas Chocolate, 10550 - 72nd Street, Largo, FL 33777. We
hope to see you there!
Check out our website to learn more at www.pfawl.org.
Don’t miss these great events – Join Now! If you would like to
join PFAWL or renew your membership, please visit www.fawl.
org/. For membership inquiries, please contact Christina Pacheco
at pfawlmembershipdirector@gmail.com.

Labor and Employment Law
Johnson Pope is pleased to announce that
our Labor and Employment Law Group
was selected for inclusion in The Best
Lawyers in America© 2019.
Joan M. Vecchioli is “2019 Lawyer of the
Year” in Litigation – Labor and Employment
for the Clearwater/St. Petersburg metro
area. Colleen M. Flynn and Rachael L.
Wood are also listed in Litigation – Labor
and Employment.
Please visit our website for additional
information about our Labor and
Employment Law Group and to subscribe
to their blog at ShieldingEmployers.com.

(L-R) Colleen Flynn, Joan Vecchioli, Rachael Wood
9 11 Ch estn u t Stree t
Cl e arwater , FL 3 375 6
(7 27) 4 61-1818
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LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR!
LawPay is easy, accurate, and so
efﬁcient - it has increased our cash
flow tremendously. The recurring
pay option for clients is the best!
Can’t beat the rates and the website
is easy to use! We love LawPay–it
has really enhanced our firm!
–Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C., Nashua, NH

Trusted by more than 35,000 ﬁrms and
verified ‘5-Star’ rating on

Invoice Payment
Payment Detail
Welts, White & Fontaine, P.C.
29 Factory Street
Nashua, New Hampshire
03060

Amount
$ 500.00
Reference
Case 1234

Thank you
for your prompt
payment.

Card Information
Name on Card
Roy Smith
Card Number

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS

5555 5555 5555 5555

CVV
111

PAY ATTORNEY

Getting paid should be the easiest part of your job, and with

LawPay is proud to be a vetted
and approved Member Benefit of
the Clearwater Bar Association.

LawPay, it is! However you run your firm, LawPay's flexible,
easy-to-use system can work for you. Designed specifically for
the legal industry, your earned/unearned fees are properly
separated and your IOLTA is always protected against third-party
debiting. Give your firm, and your clients, the benefit of easy
online payments with LawPay.

Special offer for
bar members.
Call for details

877-355-3959 or visit lawpay.com/clwbar
LawPay is a registered ISO of Citizens Bank, N.A.
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Like us on FaceBook and view event photos.
Follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter for
up-to-date information.

Events Calendar
DECEMBER 2018
DATE

GROUP AND EVENT

TIME AND PLACE 		 REGISTRATION

12/4

Joint Collaborative and Family Law Section Meeting 12:00 pm, Belleair Country Club 		 clearwaterbar.org

12/12

Holiday Party

6:00 pm, Bon Appetit 		 clearwaterbar.org

12/13

YLD Monthly Meeting

5:30 pm, Buffalo Wild Wings 		 clearwaterbar.org

12/14

Bankruptcy Law Section Meeting

7:30 am, Perkin’s Restaurant 		 clearwaterbar.org

12/24-25 Christmas Holiday CBA Office Closed

JANUARY 2019
1/1 		

CBA Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday

CBA Office Closed 		 clearwaterbar.org

1/4 		

Law for Public Officials

8:15 am, SPC EpiCenter 		 clearwaterbar.org

1/9 		

Employment Law Section Meeting

12:00 pm, Carrabba’s Italian Grill		 clearwaterbar.org

1/10

Membership Luncheon

12:00 pm, Ruth Eckard Hall 		 clearwaterbar.org

1/10

Professionalism CLE

1:00 pm, Ruth Eckard Hall 		 clearwaterbar.org

1/11

Bankruptcy Law Section Meeting

7:30 am, Perkin’s Restaurant		 clearwaterbar.org

1/11		

Solo & Small Firm Section Meeting

12:00 pm, Carrabba’s Italian Grill		 clearwaterbar.org

1/15

Family Law Section Meeting

12:00 pm, Belleair Country Club 		 clearwaterbar.org

1/16

Elder Law Section Meeting

12:00 pm, SPC Clearwater Campus 		 clearwaterbar.org

Consult CBA’s web calendar for event updates at clearwaterbar.org. Click on date for details.

