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WELCOME
At CLTA, my staff and I take great pride in helping our officers to run one of the leading trade associations for
title insurers and underwritten title companies in the country.
Both the CLTA staff and our officers never forget that the association has a heady tradition of representing
the title industry since 1907. Every year, we strive to manage the association in a way that will ensure CLTA
survives and grows to reflect an ever-evolving industry.
Behind CLTA stand our member and affiliated companies. Behind all of those companies stand thousands
of employees who serve customers-clients throughout the largest and most diverse state in the country.
While it is an awesome responsibility knowing so much is at stake as we face various legislative, regulatory,
and other challenges every year, knowing that we are fighting for an invaluable industry makes the efforts
worthwhile.
At the end of the day, we hope you feel that we have earned your trust and support of CLTA. On behalf of the
CLTA Officers and Board, we thank you once again for your continued support of the title industry and the
association and we look forward to fighting the good fight for another year.
Best Regards,

Craig C. Page
Executive Vice President
and Counsel

2017-18 Board of Governors
Randy Bradley
Placer Title Company

Peg Larson
TransCounty Title Company

Dan Buchanan
First American Title Company

Margery Lee
North American Title Company, Inc.

Scott Chandler
Westcor Land Title Insurance Company

Ed Lorette
Western Resources Title

Thomas Chandler
Inter-County Title Company of El Dorado County

Rich Macaluso
Orange Coast Title Company

Kevin Chiarello
Fidelity National Title Group

Lorraine Mann
Equity Title Company

Dia Demmon
North American Title Company, Inc.

John Marconi
Orange Coast Title Company

Rick Dosa
Old Republic Title Company

Mike Marconi
Orange Coast Title Company

Cindy Fried
Fidelity National Title Company

Darrell Martin
Placer Title Company

Neil Gulley
Equity Title Company, Title Resource Group

Joseph McCabe
WFG Title Insurance Company

Trevor Joyner
Bidwell Title & Escrow Company

Don Partington
Fidelity National Title Insurance Company

Jim Kay
Fidelity National Financial, Inc.

Shari Schneider
Stewart Title of California, Inc.

Don Kennedy
First American Title Insurance Company

Dante Sergent
Old Republic Title Company

Jeff Kerns
Yosemite Title Company

Lisa Steele
Placer Title Company

Rick Kersenbrock
First American Title Insurance Company

Steve Tjaden
Old Republic Title Company

Jeff Knudson
Fidelity National Title Group

David Windle
Cal-Sierra Title Company

Guy Kruger
Stewart Title of California, Inc.

Dennis Wolfe
First American Title Company
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ADMINISTRATION

Administration:

New Member Title Companies
One new title company was approved as a regular member by the CLTA Board of Governors this year:
• American Guaranty Title Insurance Company is headquartered in Minneapolis, MN and conducts
business in all 58 California counties.
The CLTA staff regularly reaches out to non-member title companies operating in California promoting the
value of CLTA membership.

Administration:

CLTA Budget
The CLTA remains focused on being a strong and effective association in the most populous state in the
nation, while being sensitive to the demands placed on its members. Every year, the title industry is faced
with regulatory, legislative and political challenges, requiring the CLTA to aggressively respond to protect
the interests of our members. Our goal continues to be an efficient organization and to that end the CLTA
has kept its budget lean.

Administration:

CLTA Creates New Standing
Committee
The CLTA Board approved the creation of a new standing committee, the Settlement Committee.
The mission of the Settlement Committee is to provide a forum for sharing education and legislative
suggestions relating to settlement risks. The committee will focus on settlement related issues faced in
title company escrow operations and work directly with the CLTA Legislative Committee on proposals that
impact day-to-day escrow operations. The goal of the Board is also for the committee to act as a liaison
with other industry organizations engaged in settlement-related activities.
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POLICY & ADVOCACY

Policy & Advocacy:

CLTA Active with Recording Fee
Surcharge Legislation
Governor Brown signed Senate Bill 2 (Atkins) as part of a package of other bills intended to address
the issue of affordable housing. SB 2 imposes a surcharge on recorded documents to raise funds for
affordable housing.
The new recording fee surcharge became effective January 1, 2018 and increased recording fees by $75
per real estate instrument, per each single transaction per parcel of real property. This is in addition to
other recording fees that may apply to a document. The maximum extra fee allowable in connection with
SB 2 is $225 per single transaction, per parcel.
There are, however, two exemptions to the new surcharge: the first exemption is for any real estate
instrument recorded in connection with a transfer subject to the documentary tax; the second exemption
is on any real estate instrument recorded in connection with a transfer of real property that is a residential
dwelling to an owner-occupant. Unfortunately, the term “in connection with” is not defined. And in fact,
it is unclear whether a county recorder will know if a document, whenever it is recorded, is recorded in
connection with an exempt transfer. Under the new law a real estate instrument is defined to include, but
not be limited to, a list of 22 documents.
Under the direction of its Executive Committee, CLTA sent a letter to the County Recorders’ Association of
California asking them to join the CLTA in a working group to discuss how to best implement SB 2 in all 58
counties. The CLTA’s goal is to attempt to craft, as much as possible, a uniform approach to implementing
the new legislation to best serve consumers, recorders and the settlement service providers acting on
behalf of consumers. The CLTA believes that a recorder / title industry partnership will facilitate the sharing
of expertise and assist in the development of a practical and effective implementation plan.
CLTA’s new Settlement Committee, chaired by Nancy Tarr of First American, is evaluating SB 2 and has
been providing ideas for implementation.

Policy & Advocacy:

Participation in National Title
Insurance Conferences and Events
Throughout the year CLTA Executive Vice President and Counsel Craig Page and CLTA Officers, attend and
participate in national conferences, including the American Land Title Association Advocacy Summit and
the ALTA Annual Convention (“ALTA ONE”). The CLTA represents the California title insurance industry during
these events and provides input and feedback on national matters from a California perspective.
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Policy & Advocacy:

Coalition Opposing Expansion of
Government Subpoenas
CLTA joined a business coalition led by the Civil Justice Association of California opposing Assembly Bill 814
which granted pre-litigation administrative subpoena powers to city attorneys. The city attorney’s role is to
provide legal advice to city government, prosecute criminal misdemeanors, defend the city on civil matters,
and protect the city from legal liability. The legislation provides city attorneys with the ability to perform
unwarranted searches on businesses and organizations before ever filing an action alleging wrongdoing.
In a letter opposing the bill, the aforementioned coalition of opposition argued that the extensive and farreaching investigatory powers that would be authorized under AB 814 should continue to remain the sole
authority of the California Attorney General and District Attorneys, and not local city attorneys.
The measure was brought up for a vote on the Senate Floor in the second-to-last week of session, but
lacked the votes necessary to pass. It was then placed on the inactive file before being brought off in the
final few days of session, but again lacked the votes and was tabled.

Policy & Advocacy:

CLTA Joins Coalition Letter to
Dept. of Business Oversight on
PACE Rulemaking
In January, the CLTA joined a coalition of trade industry and consumer groups, including the California
Association of Realtors, California Bankers Association, and others, in submitting a letter to the
Department of Business Oversight (DBO) on its proposed regulations dealing with the Property Assessed
Clean Energy (PACE) program. The letter was submitted at the request of the DBO, which is seeking
feedback on its proposed rule.
The coalition in its comments stressed the need for additional safeguards for California consumers with
regard to PACE in an attempt to stem abuses that could arise out of the fact that the same agents that
solicit home improvements are the same as solicit the financing for those improvements.
The safeguards suggested in the letter include provisions relating to property value determinations and an
ability to repay determination, among others.

POLICY & ADVOCACY
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Policy & Advocacy:

CLTA Comments on Revocable
Transfer on Death Deeds
The CLTA provided comments to the California Law Revision Commission regarding the revocable transfer
on death deed (“RTODD”) law. The law, which was enacted in 2015, has a sunset provision that will cause
it to expire in 2021 unless extended through subsequent legislation.
The CLTA expressed its view that the RTODDs are not working as intended, and instead are being
improperly executed and recorded, and are creating problems relying on the deeds. Furthermore, the title
industry continues to be concerned with the potential for elder abuse, which it sees as outweighing any
supposed benefits of the RTODDs.
One significant issue surrounds the question of whether the commonly asked questions component of
RTODDs – which the title industry views as a safeguard against elder abuse – must be recorded along
with the deed. The CLTA believes that recording the commonly asked questions component can at the
least mitigate the potential for fraud and abuse, as they provide a minimum of assurance that the grantor
was fully informed about how the deed will be used. Yet, it has been common for persons submitting the
RTODD for recording to fail to attach the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) as required by law.
In addition to, the CLTA in its comments to the CLRC cited the comments submitted earlier to the CLRC
by the Executive Committee of the Trusts and Estate Section of the California State Bar (“TEXCOM”),
which state that “consideration should be given to repealing the RTODD or allowing it to be automatically
repealed effective on January 1, 2021”. The CLTA informed the Law Revision Commission that it strongly
agreed with that position based on the flawed nature of the RTODD.

Policy & Advocacy:

CLTA Sponsors Legislation
Extending HELOC Reform
CLTA sponsored legislation, SB 1139 (Morrell), to indefinitely extend home equity line of credit (HELOC)
reforms originally enacted in 2014. The reforms standardize the written notification process to enable
accurate payoffs of HELOCs during escrow. The reforms combat fraud and unintended misuse by
prohibiting an original borrower, who no longer owns a home, from drawing on, increasing, or incurring any
new additional principal debt on the equity line of credit.
CLTA sponsored the original bill enacting the reforms, AB 1770 (Dababneh), in 2014. Under existing law,
the provisions enacted by AB 1770 are set to expire July 1, 2019.

12
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LEGISLATION

Legislation:

Pending Legislation
BILL

STATUS

NOTES

AB 166 (Salas):
Building Homes and
Jobs Act: recording
fee: hardship refund.

CLTA opposed unless
amended. CLTA among
opposition coalition, including
recorders and others.

AB 166 would authorize a property owner to request a
refund of SB 2-related fees related to a refinance if he
or she files a claim with the county recorder’s office.

AB 1765 (Quirk-Silva):
Building Homes and
Jobs Act: fee waiver:
state of emergency.

CLTA opposed unless
amended. CLTA among
opposition coalition, including
recorders and others.

AB 1765 would waive any fees related to SB 2 with
regard to any real estate instrument, paper, or notice
recorded in connection with real property upon which
repairs or reconstruction are taking place as a direct
result of a disaster for which the Governor has declared
a state of emergency.

CLTA, along with a coalition of others, is opposed to the
legislation unless it is amended to such that the refund
would be issued post-closing by the State Controller’s
Office.

CLTA, along with a coalition of others, is opposed to the
legislation unless it is amended to such that the refund
would be issued post-closing by the State Controller’s
Office.
AB 1915 (Mathis):
Building Homes and
Jobs Act: recording
fee: mining claims.

CLTA opposed unless
amended. CLTA among
opposition coalition, including
recorders and others.

AB 1915 would exempt from SB 2-related fees any
documents recorded in relation to a mining claim.

AB 2368 (Calderon):
California Online
Notary Act of 2018.

CLTA in support. CLTA among
coalition of support, lenders,
notaries, and others.

AB 2368 would enact the California Online Notary Act
of 2018, allowing a notary public to register with the
Secretary of State to be an online notary public. An
online notary public would be authorized to perform
notarial acts by means of audio-video communication.

AB 2529 (Chu):
Income taxation:
like kind exchanges:
withholding.

CLTA opposed. CLTA among
opposition coalition, including
exchange accomodators,
escrow, and others.

AB 2529 would require income tax withholding for like
kind transfers for out-of-state properties that occur on
or after January 1, 2019.

AB 3041
(Cunningham):
Real estate transfer
fees: prohibition.

CLTA in support.

AB 3041 would prohibit the creation of a transfer fee
on real property that does not provide a “direct benefit”
to the property being encumbered.
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Legislation:

Pending Legislation (cont.)
BILL

STATUS

AB 3160 (Grayson):
CLTA neutral.
Federal public lands:
conveyances: defense
base closure and
realignment.

NOTES
AB 3160 would exempt the sale or lease of surplus or
excess real property that is authorized for disposal or
realignemtn by the federal government during the base
realignment and closure process from the requirement
that the State Lands Commission is given the right of
first refusal.

AB 3208 (Cooper):
Cities: ordinances:
violations.

CLTA opposed. Bill has been
tabled after failing to proceed
through policy committee.

AB 3208 would authorize the City of Elk Grove to
impose fines, penalties, and forfeitures for violations of
city ordinances.

SB 721 (Hill):
Contractors: decks
and balconies:

CLTA opposed unless
amended. Currently awaiting
hearing in second policy
committee.

SB 721 would require periodic balcony safety
inspections on certain multifamily dwellings and
common interest developments, that would grant an
“access easement” to homeowner associations for
inspection purposes. The CLTA had previously worked
with the author last year to remove a requirement from
the bill that inspection records be recorded in real
property records.
Senate Bill 721 also authorizes a recorded building
safety lien to recover civil penalties if repairs are not
completed. For condominium conversions after January
1, 2018 the required inspection must be conducted
prior to the first close of escrow.

SB 818 (Beall):
CLTA opposed unless
Mortgages and deeds amended. CLTA on coalition of
of trust: foreclosure.
opposition including lenders
and others.

SB 818 would reinstate expired provision of
Homeowner’s Bill of Rights (HBOR). There is a concern
that reinstating the requirements after a lapse will
complicate loan servicing requirements for nonperforming mortgages and impact housing financing
costs. Since the foreclosure crisis, national mortgage
servicing standards were adopted in 2014. Mortgage
servicers are still required to comply with the unexpired
portions of the HBOR that applies to California loans,
regardless of the number of foreclosures experienced
by a mortgage servicer.

LEGISLATION
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Legislation:

Pending Legislation (cont.)
BILL

STATUS

NOTES

SB 993 (Hertzberg):
Sales tax: services.

CLTA opposed. CLTA on
coalition of opposition,
including CalTax and others.
Currently awaiting hearing in
first policy committee.

SB 993 would expand the Sales and Use Tax Law
to impose a tax on the purchase of services by
businesses in California at a specified percentage of
the sales price of the service. The bill would require
the tax to be collected and remitted by the seller of
the purchased services. The bill would exempt certain
types of services, including health care services, from
the tax and would exempt from the tax a business with
gross receipts of less than $100,000 in the previous 4
quarters.

SB 1087 (Roth): PACE CLTA in support. CLTA on
program: program
coalition of support, including
administrators.
lenders and others.

SB 1087 is intended as clean-up legislation to AB
1284 (Dababneh), which required the licensing and
regulation of Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)
program administrators and the solicitors and solicitor
agents they use to solicit homeowners in connection
with PACE assessments.

SB 1139 (Morrell):
Real property liens:
equity lines of credit:
suspend and close.

CLTA sponsored.

SB 1139 would eliminate the sunset date relating to
statutory reforms affecting home equity
lines of credit (HELOC) put into place by AB 1770 (Ch.
206, Statutes of 2014).

SB 1327 (Atkins):
Building Homes and
Jobs Act.

CLTA neutral.

SB 1327 would enact clarifying amendments to
provisions relating to the Building Homes and Jobs Act
as enacted by SB 2 (Atkins).

16
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TITLE FORMS

Title Forms:

2017/18 CLTA Form Filings
Based upon the recommendation of the Forms and Practices Committee, and approval of the Board, the
CLTA made several major form filings with the Department of Insurance.
Endorsement Filed September 12, 2017
CLTA Endorsement Form 114.4-06 (Co-Insurance – Multiple) Filed
The Co-Insurance endorsement describes how multiple co-insurance policies are structured. Co-insurance
endorsements are often issued in commercial transactions involving multiple policies and properties.
However, comments have been made that the existing CLTA Endorsement 114.4-06/ALTA 23.1-06 (CoInsurance – Multiple Policies) is not sufficiently clear, and needs to be further revised to address the
need for separate Aggregation Endorsements for each Co-Insurer where multiple policies are issued, and
ensure that the liability of each co-insurer is separately aggregated.
The endorsement as adopted does not make substantive changes to the previously filed endorsement,
but does make some modifications, primarily in paragraph two. The endorsement as revised states that
the liabilities of the issuing co-insurer and each co-insurer may be aggregated by separate Aggregation
Endorsements issued by each of the co-insuring companies. This endorsement also recognizes that the
policy liability of each of the co-insuring companies may not be aggregated with policy liabilities assumed
by any other co-insuring company.

Endorsements Filed December 14, 2017
CLTA Endorsement Forms Filed
The word “flooding” was inserted into the exclusion paragraph (a) of CLTA Endorsements noted below.
The endorsements now conform to the correction made by ALTA in 2016 to a similar exclusion found in
ALTA’s 9-06 endorsement.
•
•
•
•

CLTA Form 100.23 (11-02-17) | Minerals, Surface Damage
CLTA Form 100.24 (11-02-17) | Minerals, Surface Entry by Lessee
CLTA Form 100.26 (11-02-17) | Minerals, Present-Future Improvements
CLTA Form 100.29 (11-02-17) | Minerals, Surface Damage

Endorsements and Commitment Filed February 18, 2018
ALTA Short Form Commitment Filed
The ALTA Short Form Commitment for an ALTA Residential Loan Policy (12-01-17) will replace the current
version of the ALTA Short Form Commitment (10-16-08) which is scheduled to be decertified by the ALTA
effective 08-01-2018. The ALTA Short Form Commitment (12-01-17) is a companion form to the 2016
ALTA Commitment for Title Insurance (08-01-16).
The Short Form Commitment for a Residential Loan Policy incorporates by reference the substantive
conditions of the offer of lender’s title insurance on a residential loan transaction. It is commonly used
between centralized title and closing operations and loan originators’ centralized refinance operations
to streamline the transfer of the data necessary for a Short Form Residential Loan Policy to be issued.
The “Notice” provision is included as [bracketed] text and may be set out in the form or, as the other
provisions of the long form version, incorporated by reference.
18
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Title Forms:

2017/18 CLTA Form Filings (cont.)
Endorsements and Commitment Filed February 18, 2018 (cont.)
Revised Endorsements Filed
In each Endorsement of the following endorsemesnts, the word “homeowners” was changed to “owners”
in paragraph 2.
•
•

CLTA Form 115.2-06 | Planned Unit Development – Assessments Priority
CLTA Form 115.4-06 | Planned Unit Development – Current Assessments

TITLE FORMS
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Litigation:

Nautilus, Inc. v. Urban Financial
Group - Voidable Conveyances /
Equitable Subrogation
The CLTA filed a request with the California Supreme Court asking the court to accept a case for review
relating to lien priority. The opinion in Nautilus, Inc. v. Urban Financial Group, Inc., upheld the decision of
the trial court to create an equitable lien based on a money judgment superior to a prior recorded deed
of trust. The CLTA was concerned that California’s “first in time, first in right” principle was threatened
by undermining the process of creating a lien based on a money judgment by recording an abstract
of judgment. The decision conflicted with well-established lien priority law and created a great deal of
uncertainty that merited review by the Supreme Court. After deliberation, the Supreme Court declined to
review the case.

Litigation:

Hansen v. Sandridge Partners, L.P.
et al. - Equitable and Prescriptive
Easements
The CLTA Litigation Committee approved requesting the Fifth District Court of Appeal to certify for
publication its decision in Hansen. In Hansen, the court opined that an encroacher’s negligence is enough
to disqualify the encroacher from satisfying the “innocence” requirement of equitable easements. The
court also seems to apply that rule to a set of facts that are different from the facts in other published
cases.
In its decision, the court also makes a new statement about the Otay case, stating that it was wrongly
decided. Otay granted an encroacher a prescriptive easement to maintain a permanent reservoir, holding
that although an easement must be denied where it would create the practical equivalent of a fee estate,
an easement for the reservoir was restricted to “reservoir purposes” and thus not tantamount to a fee
estate. The opinion in Hansen holds that this is incorrect.

LITIGATION
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Publications:

CLTA Policy & Endorsement Forms
and CLTA Manual Now Online
2017 Updates:
In 2016, CLTA moved the CLTA Manual and P&E Forms publications to an online format and ceased issuing
the publications on CD-ROM. The online format continues to give subscribers a secure, single sign-on; realtime updates; and the ability to search print, and export forms.

Publications:

Annual Summary of Legislation
The 2017 Annual Summary of Legislation was completed and distributed in December 2017. The Summary
outlined bills of interest to the title insurance industry that were enacted in 2017. The Summary of
Legislation was released in a high-resolution electronic format, complete with live hyperlinks to chaptered
bill text and exclusive web content.
As an ongoing feature, the 2017 edition of the CLTA Summary contained brief summaries of new legal
cases important to the title industry. The case summaries, complete with citations, contain live links to the
respective court opinions.

Publications:

Directory of Members
The 2018 Directory was printed and distributed to CLTA members as one of the many CLTA member
benefits. The CLTA sends ten complimentary copies of the annual Directory to each member title company.
Additional copies can be purchased through the CLTA by both members and non-members. Members
receive substantial discounts in the purchasing price of additional directories.
In addition, an electronic, searchable version of the Member Directory, entitled the CLTA eDirectory, is
available on the CLTA website.
PUBLICATIONS
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Political Action:

CLTA-PAC
The CLTA continues to emphasize its Political Action Committee, CLTA-PAC. Under the continued leadership
of Chair Steve Tjaden, CLTA-PAC has continued raising contributions to support the title industry’s political
efforts.
At its 111th Annual Convention, the CLTA will hold a CLTA-PAC Silent Auction, with all proceeds benefiting
the CLTA-PAC.
The CLTA Political Action Committee had another successful year, making contributions to 11 candidates
for legislative offices. The PAC has so-far received over $60,000 in voluntary contributions from CLTA
members, including individual contributions. The message remains that every contribution to CLTA- PAC
counts.

Political Action:

Title Action Network
California membership in the Title Action Network (TAN) remains strong with the second largest
membership at 767 members, behind New York which has 947 members. TAN membership in California
has been mobilized in throughout 2017 and 2018, urging action by elected officials on issues ranging from
the TRID Improvement Act to tax reform.

POLITICAL ACTION

| 25

COMMUNICATION &
EDUCATION

Communication & Education:

Claims Awareness Hot Sheet
The CLTA released two editions of its Claims Awareness Hot Sheet, in September 2017 and Spring 2018.
The Hot Sheets are sent to CLTA membership in electronic form at no charge. The covered topics in the
publications varied from property access coverage to clouds on title.

Communication & Education:

CLTA eNews
The CLTA eNews is published and distributed monthly to over 1,000 recipients, allowing the CLTA to provide
current information to its members in a regular, timely fashion.
The CLTA eNews showcases issues important to the title and escrow industries, including new legislation,
recent court decisions, as well as other industry-related news, such as form filings and regulatory activity.   
Examples of subjects covered in the publication include:
• Association news, including the addition of member companies, implementation of new member
benefits, including online access to the CLTA Manual and P&E forms, and publication updates.
• Legislative and political developments in the state capitol, including updates on real estate and title
insurance industry bills, the political climate and the state budget.
• News impacting title operations, including regulatory activities, court decisions, and revised title forms.

COMMUNICATION & EDUCATION
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Communication & Education:

CLTA News Express
The CLTA electronically distributes numerous News Express bulletins to the title industry on topics ranging
from legislation to issues impacting business practices. Examples of topics covered within the publication
include the following:

CLTA Notifies Members of the Extension of FinCEN GTOs
for U.S. Housing Markets through September 16, 2018
The CLTA communicated to its members the issuance of Geographic Targeting Orders (GTOs) for a
number of U.S. housing markets, including several within California, which became effective in 2016. In a
statement, CLTA Executive Vice President and Counsel Craig Page said that “CLTA will be doing everything
we can to provide our members with the information and means they need to properly comply with” the
new reporting requirements.
The CLTA continually updates a members-only “FinCEN Resource Center” on its website to act as an
information hub for members.

CLTA Notifies Members of New Recording Fee Legislation
Signed by Governor Brown
CLTA notified membership of the signing of SB 2 in a package of bills intended to address the issue of
affordable housing. SB 2 imposed a $75 surcharge on recorded documents in order to raise funds for
affordable housing. The new recording fee surcharge became effective January 1, 2018.
Under the direction of CLTA’s Executive Committee, CLTA staff sent a letter to the County Recorders
Association of California asking them to join the CLTA in a working group in an attempt to craft a uniform
approach to implementing the new legislation.
The CLTA, in conjunction with California Mortgage Bankers Association, presented a webinar to
membership. The CLTA also established a “SB 2 Resource Center” on its website to act as an information
hub for members.

28

| CLTA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT REPORT TO MEMBERSHIP

Communication & Education:

CLTA News Express (cont.)
CLTA Notifies Members of California State Lands
Resources Relating to SB 50; Of U.S. Department of
Justice Filing Suit Against California
CLTA notified membership of the California State Lands Commission (SLC) establishment of a website
devoted to SB 50, relating to conveyance of federal lands. In addition, the SLC communicated to CLTA
that it is in the process of drafting regulations for the implementation of SB 50 and provided CLTA with two
points of contact. The CLTA remains in contact with SLC and will continue to provide additional information
to membership.
In April 2018, the United States Department of Justice filed suite against California over the new law,
claiming it is unconstitutional. California apparently intends to defend the law by claiming that it simply
prohibits recording of an authorized transfer, with recording being a state and local function. The legislation
and subsequent lawsuit have highlighted the uncertainly of underwriting title insurance on these planned
real property transfers.
Assembly Bill 3160 (Grayson), which is currently under consideration in the legislature, was amended
in late March in an apparent attempt to address some of the transfers listed in the DOJ’s lawsuit. The
amended bill adds an exemption under SB 50 relating to “the sale or lease of surplus or excess real
property that is authorized for disposal or realignment by the federal government during the base
realignment and closure process”.
The CLTA will keep membership updated.

CLTA Notifies Members of the IRS’ New Verification
Program
CLTA notified membership of the Internal Revenue Services’ new “Third Party Authentication” program
that goes beyond the previous requests for name and company. Now, a third party calling on behalf of a
taxpayer will need to have more information on hand. The IRS is also requiring anyone calling into the IRS
to provide additional information about themselves.
Although the IRS might make more changes in the future, the CLTA is working towards making sure that
the IRS considers the impact on real estate settlement service providers in addition to tax professionals
representing taxpayers.

COMMUNICATION & EDUCATION
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Communication & Education:

Educational Webinars
The CLTA, sometimes in conjunction with other trade associations, conducts several webinars every year in
order to udpate CLTA members on current issues. This past year, CLTA organized the following webinars:
TOPIC

SPEAKERS

NOTES

Lender’s Conditions
Matthew Davis
& Instructions to Title Shari Schneider
& Escrow: Pitfalls and Bill Jourdan
Hidden Gems

This webinar focused on where and what to look for in
the lender’s instructions and how title insurance policy
liablity may inadvertently be expanded when lenders
include a number of title and escrow related provisions
and requirements in the instructions.

New Recording Fee
January 1: How to
Prepare for SB 2, with
CMBA

This webinar was held in conjunction with CMBA and
focused on the implementation of new legislation, SB
2, which increased recording fees.

CMBA Speakers:
Andrew Boylan
Michael Pfeifer
Raymond Snytsheuvel
CLTA Speakers:
Nancy Tarr
Lisa Tyler
Mickey Vandenberg
Bill Jourdan

New Laws /
New Cases 2017

Bill Jourdan
Laura Lowe
Cynthia Long
Craig Page

A range of new laws was discussed in this webinar,
including recording fees, sale of federal lands, and
PACE liens. Also covered were a number of new cases
dealing with issues on void judgment, bad execution
sale, and documentary transfer tax.

Basic Easement and
Access Issues

Dante Sergent
Thomas Imperiale

This webinar will focus on the basics of Easements and
Access issues, including but not limited to: Creation,
Searching, Termination, Insurability, and Claims of
Easements.

Communication & Education:

CLTA Convention
The CLTA’s 111th Annual Convention is being held April 22nd-24th, 2018, at the Ojai Valley Inn and Spa in
Ojai, CA. Convention events include the Icebreaker Reception, a Business Program featuring speakers and
topics ranging from California’s political landscape to blockchain and next steps relating to SB 2, as well as
the President’s Dinner and CLTA-PAC Silent Auction.
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