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Where in the World?
Got pictures? This year, each issue of the Adverse Witness will
feature a picture of some interesting or unique place, as photographed by a CCBA member or affiliate. If you have a picture
that you’d like to submit for consideration as cover art for the next
issue of the Adverse Witness, please forward a JPG image to Lisa
Mead lmead@colliercountybar.org or Marc Huling at mhuling@
ralaw.com, along with a brief description of the place depicted in
your photo. If your photo is selected, you’ll receive a shout out in
the Adverse Witness. This month’s photo is “View From Viader
Winery Overlooking the Howell Mountain Estate Vineyards and
beautiful Napa Valley, California.”
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Tamara L. Nicola, Esq.

Hang gliding and M&Ms
It’s January 2nd and I’m in my office working on the President’s
Message. I had lunch today with a former CCBA president
(initials JTM) and she told me that she always reads the
monthly President’s message since she had to labor through
the monthly writings during her term. Ok, since I now know
at least one person is reading this, I’d better put some
thought into it.
I was thinking about New Years’ resolutions today and I
never really make one because I always seem to fail miserably
almost immediately. Point number one: I was planning to try to eat a little less and
ended up at Fernandez today ordering my usual shredded pork, beans, rice and plantains. Then, when I got back to the office, I ended up eating two handfuls (large) of
peanut M&M’s. Point two: exercise class at noon today. Blew that one too by going to
Fernandez for lunch. Now, after having eaten half my body weight at lunch, plus dessert,
I really have no desire to go to the gym. So, I’ll sit here, docile, in this chair and type.
I have always had a pretty significant fear of heights. I think it’s more the idea of being up in the air, like on an airplane or a really high elevator in a tall building, than the
heights issue itself. A few years ago, I figured I would tackle my fear of heights by taking
a flying lesson. Well, that was a disaster and I vowed never to do that again. Scared
the daylights out of me even more.
Over the years, I have tried to think of other ways to come to grips with the heights
issue because I like to think I’m pretty fearless (except for this!). We went to Las Vegas
last year and I declared to everyone that I was going to bungee off the Stratosphere.
Even with the exceptionally strong fruity drinks, I still chickened out. Standing at the
bottom, looking up, my husband could not even get me on the elevator to the top. Heck
no, I’m not doing that! That’s crazy.
And so, about a month ago, I see a Groupon that says “hang gliding 79 bucks”. That
sounds perfect, right? I buy the Groupon and think, with increasing trepidation, that
this will be the cure
for my increasing fears! But then I wait, and wait
and wait, forgetting all about the Groupon, until
I get a notice that it is expiring – on Christmas
Day! Do I chicken out or do I go?
I’m pretty frugal and losing 79 bucks because I’m
a wimp is not going to cut it. I start working on
friends and family to go with me hoping that I
can pawn the Groupon off on them and then
sit, firmly on the ground, while that poor sucker
has to go up in the air. Well, I had NO takers.
Here it is Sunday morning, December 22nd, and I have
this Groupon, no takers and no plans. I’m going! Off I go
to Clewiston, alone, to conquer my fears. I had almost an
hour and a half to change my mind. Of course, now that
I had told everyone I was going, how was I going to live it
down if I, once again, chicken out?
continued page 12
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Sixth annual Barrister’s Bash set for May 1
Legal Aid’s 6th Annual Barrister’s Bash will be held on Thursday, May 1, 2014, 6:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. at Hilton Naples, 5111 Tamiami Trail North, Naples. Ticket price is $125 per
person and all proceeds benefit Legal Aid Service of Collier County. The event includes
dinner, cocktail hour, silent auction, live auction and a community awards ceremony.
All members of the Bench, Bar and public are cordially invited to attend this fun event –
which has become the signature annual social event for the local legal community! This
special evening includes great food (a three course gourmet dinner with complimentary
glass of wine), ample time for socializing and networking, great silent and live auction
items to bid on, and a chance to honor those who have made outstanding contributions
to our local community through Legal Aid.

Legal Aid Service of Collier
County is committed to working
alongside the private bar and
membership of CCBA to make
the Collier Lawyers Care pro
bono attorney program the best
of its kind in the State of Florida.
Two immediate goals they want
to achieve are increasing the
number of pro bono volunteer
attorneys in the CLC program,
and expanding public awareness
about CLC and the impact Legal
Aid Service of Collier County
has on the community by offering free civil legal services to
the underserved population of
Collier County. To learn more
about LASCC and Collier Lawyers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A.
Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at
(239) 298-8143; email khache@
legalaid.org.

The following attorneys and law firms will be receiving awards at the 2014 Barrister’s
Bash:
Hon. Janeice T. Martin Equal Justice Award
Margaret L. McMorrow, Esq. (Northern Trust, NA)
Law Firm of the Year – Hahn Loeser & Parks, LLP
Attorney of the Year – Timothy G. Hains, Esq. (Quarles & Brady,LLP)
Volunteer of the Year Award – Penny Taylor
Champion of Justice Award – J. Dudley Goodlette, Esq.
We will also be honoring our ‘Attorneys of the Month’ at the Barrister’s Bash.
Sponsorship Levels *
10th Anniversary Title Sponsor - $10,000
Visionary Level - $5,000
Ambassador Level - $2,500
Leadership Level - $1,500
Partner Level - $1,000
Advocate Level - $500
All sponsorship levels include tickets to the Barrister’s Bash, and other benefits which
vary by level. Contact Jeff Ahren at Legal Aid for full details at (239) 298-8130, or
email jahren@legalaid.org. Order your tickets to the ‘Bash’ today! Call (239) 298-8143,
email tjulian@legalaid.org, or order online at www.legalaid.org/collier. Please join us in
celebrating 10 years of Legal Aid Service of Collier County serving the legal needs of the
poor in our community by supporting our mission through the Barrister’s Bash!
Nancy Randall selected as ‘Attorney of the Month’ for January 2014
Legal Aid Service of Collier County proudly announces that Nancy Randall, Esq.
has been selected as our ‘Attorney of the Month’ for January, 2014. Ms. Randall has
supported Legal Aid for years, and most recently has been very generous with her
time and financial resources in supporting the mission of Legal Aid through the annual
Barrister’s Bash event. Nancy has served on the Steering Committee of the Barrister’s
Bash since 2012 – and has worked tirelessly to secure fantastic items for the live and
silent auctions at our event, as well as sponsorships. Ms. Randall has also been a most
generous patron of our program.
Nancy is an attorney but is not licensed in the State of Florida. She is licensed to practice
law in the State of Oregon. Nancy is licensed to practice real estate in Florida - and has
continued on page 12
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Hilda Taylor.
Phone: 239-252-8250
htaylor@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

FEBRUARY
4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trial Law Luncheon
McCormick & Schmick’s, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

7/8 Mock Trial
Collier County Courthouse
Volunteers Needed
Contact Lisa Mead for details
11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s, 12:00 p.m.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to
the event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days
prior to an event. If a
member cancels the day
before, or the day of an
event, a refund will not be
issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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12 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
13 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30

14 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Kensington Country Club
12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $30
18 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:45 p.m.
20 CCACDL Luncheon
Eurasia, 11:45 a.m.
21 Fourth Annual Estate Planning Symposium
Naples Hilton, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
TE Members - $35; Non-members - $50
22 Foundation Barbeque
Home of Joe & Louise Stewart
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
$50 per ticket; 2 for $90
26 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust
12:00 p.m.

MARCH
4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

18 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:45 p.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

19 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL members - $25; Non-members - $30

6

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring
your own lunch

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s, 12:00 p.m.
12 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
14 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Kensington Country Club
12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $30

19 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
20 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30
26 Young Lawyers Luncheon – Save the Date
Naples Chamber of Commerce
12:00 p.m.
YL Members - $10; Non-members - $20
29 Holidays in March
Naples Zoo, 8:30 a.m.
Contact Lisa Mead if you are
interested in volunteering
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By The Hon. Christine Greider
Collier County Administrative Judge

Allocation of judges
Allocation of judicial resource is one of the primary responsibilities of the Chief Judge
and Administrative Judges throughout the 20th Judicial Circuit. In order to determine
proper and equitable allocation of judges throughout the circuit and within divisions of
each county, the Circuit relies upon data provided from the State of Florida Office of
State Court Administration (OSCA). The OSCA data is based upon standardized reports
from each of the Clerks of Court throughout the State.
Over the past 9 months, your judiciary analyzed statistical reports regarding the number
of filings and dispositions of circuit court cases in Collier County. From that information,
we determined that realignment of the number of judges assigned to each division was
necessary. Chief Judge Jay Rosman memorialized this determination in December, 2013.
Statistically, a realignment of the divisions and the number of judges that serve in them
is warranted.
Starting July 1, 2014, the following divisions will be in place in Collier County Circuit Court:
CRIMINAL AND PROBATE:

Two (2) Circuit Judges

CIVIL DIVISION

Three (3) Circuit Judges

UNIFIED FAMILY COURT DIVISION
Three (3) Circuit Judges
(Includes the following)
a) Domestic Relations (Dissolution of Marriage, Paternity, Adoptions, Name
Changes)
b) Domestic Violence, Repeat Violence, Sexual Violence and Dating Violence
Injunctions
c) Juvenile Delinquency
d) Juvenile Dependency
e) Truancy Court
This realignment of judges and divisions results in the collapse the current Circuit Civil
docket of Judge Fred Hardt. We are currently in the process of working with the Clerk
of Courts to timely redistribute those cases among the remaining three (3) circuit divisions, prior to July 1, 2014.
Residential Foreclosure cases will continue to be addressed by Senior Judge Dan Monaco
and General Magistrate Toni Butler.
I am proud to announce that Collier County will be the first county to implement a Unified
Family Court in the 20th Judicial Circuit. We have already started the process of meeting
with and receiving input from all stakeholders who will be affected by the implementation
of a Unified Family Court Division. A Unified Family Court is neither new nor novel, but
was contemplated by the Florida Supreme Court and the 20th Judicial Circuit in the late
90’s. Its purpose is to ensure that cases involving families and children are managed in
an efficient manner that best serves the interest of the parties and the children through
a “one family one judge” concept. Judge Krier and I will provide additional updates and
information regarding the logistics of the Collier County Unified Family Court in next
month’s column.
Many of you may wonder, “Which judge will be assigned to a particular docket?” July 1,
2014 coincides with the beginning of a two (2) year judicial rotation. At the time of this
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Jeanne Seewald, Esq.
and Michael Dal Lago, Esq.

Limited Liability Company revisions
As of January 1, 2014, Florida’s longstanding limited liability company act (the “Existing Act”),
set forth in Chapter 608 of the Florida Statutes, was replaced with the “Florida Revised
Limited Liability Company Act” (the “New Act”), which is now codified in Chapter 605 of the
Florida Statutes. The focus of this article is to summarize a number of the important changes
that are set forth in the New Act. All practitioners working with LLCs will need to understand
the ramifications of the New Act.
To begin, the New Act in its initial phase will only be applicable to those Florida Limited
Liability Companies (“LLCs”) that either (1) organize on or after January 1, 2014, or (2) elect
to come under the New Act if such LLCs were organized prior to January 1, 2014. However,
beginning on January 1, 2015, the New Act will be applicable for all LLCs, including those organized before January 1, 2014. This one year interim delay for the New Act to become fully
effective was designed to allow pre-New Act LLCs sufficient time to address any corporate
governance issues that may arise by the implementation of the New Act.
LLCs governed by the New Act (“New LLCs”) will be subject to an expanded list of non-waivable provisions. These non-waivable provisions include, among many others, the following: (1)
New LLCs may not prevent a court from appointing a special litigation committee in connection with a derivative action proceeding; and (2) a New LLCs operating agreement may not
provide for indemnification for certain kinds of wrongful conduct and certain circumstances.
The New Act’s non-waivable provisions also contain certain differences when compared to
the Existing Act with relation to which provisions are non-waivable and the extent to which
other provisions can be modified or constrained.
In an effort to clarify the agency powers of members and managers of a New LLC, the term
“managing member” was eliminated from the New Act. The drafters of the New Act felt that
this term caused too much confusion when determining what member had authority to bind
an LLC. Under the New Act, by virtue of this change, New LLCs shall be member-managed,
not manager-managed, and all such members will have the statutory apparent authority as
agents of the New LLC to bind it. However, the organizers of the New LLC may specify a
contrary provision in the articles of organization or operating agreement. To further eliminate
any confusion regarding a member’s authority to bind a New LLC, the New Act allows for
the filing of a statement of authority with the Florida Department of State. Similarly, a statement of denial also may be filed under the New Act in order to deny the grant of authority
to a member or manager who had previously been granted authority. These statements of
authority act as record notice to all parties as to who can and cannot bind the LLC.
The New Act also only permits distributions when the LLC is solvent. The New Act is specific
as to when the LLC is deemed insolvent and provides a two-part test relating to whether the
LLC is able to pay its debts as they become due and whether the LLCs assets are less than
its liabilities (the definition is more involved than stated here so practitioners should review
the statute for details).
The definition of “member” in the New Act also has changed. The New Act does not require
the member to have any economic interest in the company and permits a member to have
voting or management rights without being entitled to any distributions. The New Act explicitly permits manual, facsimile, conformed and electronic signatures, as well as execution by
tangible or electronic symbols. The new Act also specifies that an email is deemed a “writing.”
The New Act modifies provisions for service of process on LLCs. Under the New Act, the
members are required to designate a person (or persons) upon whom service will be deemed
effective. If the registered agent does not exist or cannot be served after reasonable diligence, then service will be effective if made upon (a) the manager of a manager-managed
LLC, or (b) any member of a member-managed LLC. If all else fails, service also can be made
continued on page 11
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and other professional (1) with one corner executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices in
great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Rd.,
Naples, FL. Space for an assistant, shared
conference room with law library, reception
area and kitchen is included for $875 per
month. Call 239-593-1444.
LEGAL OFFICE SPACE for lease in North
Naples location (Park Central Court-Airport/
Pine Ridge). 1 to 3 Offices available with
shared use of conference room. Of counsel

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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relationship possible. $550 to $750 per
month per office. Call Al for more information at 596-9522.
PRIME PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE. 1,000 square feet; three individual offices; a conference room; work
area; reception area; and private bathroom.
Centrally located, close to the courthouse
and downtown Naples. Rent turnkey including phone system and copier/scanner/printer
or rent unfurnished. Please call 239-289-4944
for an appointment to view.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
M. Travis Hayes has been elected as a Partner at the law firm of Cummings & Lockwood LLC. He focuses his practice on the
fields of estate planning, estate and trust
administration, and probate and trust litigation. Travis is a member of the Executive
Council for the Real Property, Probate &
Trust Law (“RPPTL”) Section of the Florida
Bar Association, and is currently serving as
the Vice-Chair of the RPPTL Probate Law
and Procedure Committee, the Vice-Chair
of the RPPTL Digital Assets and Information Study Committee, and as an appointed
member of The Florida Bar Association’s
Probate Rules Committee. Travis is a past
Chair of the Trusts & Estates Section of the
Collier County Bar Association, and he is
currently serving on the Board of Directors
of the Collier County Bar Association and
the Board of Directors of the Collier County Bar Foundation.
Deborah L. Russell, a Partner at Cummings
& Lockwood LLC, has been elected to the
Board of Directors of the Naples Neighborhood Health Clinic for a three-year term.
The Clinic began operating in April 1999
and provides quality healthcare to low-in-

come, working-but-uninsured Collier County adults, utilizing a volunteer professional
staff and private philanthropy.
Francesca Passeri, an attorney practicing
with the law firm of Salvatori, Wood, Buckel, Carmichael & Lottes, has earned the
credential of LEED Green Associate. Ms.
Passeri has demonstrated knowledge of the
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design certification program. The LEED rating system is an internationally recognized
framework for identifying, implementing
and practicing measurable green building
design, construction, operation and maintenance throughout the lifecycle of the building.
The law firm of Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
is pleased to announce that Jacqueline B.
Denton has been elected as a shareholder
of the firm as of Jan. 1, 2014. She focuses
her practice in tax planning, estate planning
and estate administration and has significant experience designing tailored estate
plans to meet her clients’ financial and personal goals.
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FOUNDATION NEWS

By John P. Cardillo, Esq.

Open letter to all Bar members
December 6, 2013
Dear Collier County Bar Members:
The Florida Bar Foundation provides leadership and funding for justice.
As Lawyers we share a commitment to justice. The Florida Bar Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
public charity, turns that commitment into action through its funding of programs that
provide access to justice for Floridians living in poverty. Through support of The Florida
Bar Foundation, we can demonstrate our belief that the justice system works best when
it works for everyone-regardless of his or her economic status.
Locally, The Florida Bar Foundation is a vital funding source for the Legal Aid Service of
Collier County, as well as Legal Aid of Broward County whose service area includes Collier County. Through its Administration of Justice Grant Program, the Foundation also
helps fund special projects and initiatives across the state such as the Innocence Project
of Florida, which has succeeded in exonerating 14 wrongfully imprisoned Floridians using
DNA evidence since 2003, as well as the Florida Law Related Education Association,
which teaches Florida students about democracy and the American legal system.
Since 1981, the primary source of funding for the Florida Bar Foundation has been Florida’s Interest on Trust Accounts (IOTA) Program, which has enabled the Foundation to
provide about a third of the total funding for civil legal aid organizations in Florida. Over
the past 32 years, Florida’s IOTA Program has distributed more than $400 million to
help hundreds of thousands of poor people receive critically needed free civil legal assistance throughout Florida. The Foundation also funds initiatives such as salary supplementation and loan repayment programs that help attract and retain legal aid attorneys.
The salary supplementation grant allocated to Legal Aid of Collier County was $74,800
in 2012-2013.
In recent years, due to the impact of extremely low interest rates on IOTA revenue, the
Foundation has had to drastically reduce its grants. Whereas in 2010, the Legal Aid of
Collier County received a Foundation general support grant of $424,262 to provide legal
services, as well as $67,717 Foundation grant specifically for Children’s Legal Services, in
2013 those grant amounts were $193,039 and $29,219, respectively. Still, the Foundation
provided a quarter of overall legal aid funding statewide in 2012.
I urge you to take a few minutes to learn more about the Florida Bar Foundation (www.
floridabarfoundation.org), an organization in which all of us, as Florida attorneys, can take
tremendous pride, and one that brings critical resources back to our community.
Sincerely,
John P. Cardillo
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LLC Revisions continued from page 7

Remember when?

upon the Department of State.
The charging order remedy remains unchanged under the New
Act. A court may still enter a “charging order” against the transferable interest of a judgment debtor (member or transferee)
for payment of the debt with interest. The New Act specifies
that a judicial dissolution is an available remedy under certain
scenarios. For example, a court may order a judicial dissolution
in a proceeding brought by a member or a manager if it is established that certain situations exist.
Finally, the New Act has added provisions for winding up the affairs of the LLC. Specifically, the New Act sets forth a number of
rules for winding up the limited liability company’s activities and
affairs and specifies for the liquidation of the LLC’s assets and
the payment of the LLC’s debts on a priority, pro-rata basis (unless, of course, there are sufficient funds to pay all of the debts)
prior to any distribution being made to equity interest holders.
A member, manager, or legal representative are all authorized
to conduct the winding up and may seek judicial supervision.
A circuit court may order judicial supervision of the winding up
of a dissolved limited liability company; however, the New Act
eliminates the provision of the Existing Act allowing a creditor
to initiate an action for judicial dissolution if the creditor has an
unsatisfied judgment.

Here are Kate and Dale Klaus, Scott Rowland and Reuben
and Meredith Doupé at a Young Lawyers Section wine
tasting in May, 2006.

Something from Mr. Peabody’s “wayback machine” 1998.

In sum, there are many substantial changes to the existing LLC
laws. All practitioners should review the New Act and become
familiar with these changes, especially when advising new clients wishing to form an LLC. Moreover, practitioners also
should begin the process of informing their current clients that
the New Act will be imposed upon their LLC beginning on January 1, 2015.
By Michael R. Dal Lago and Jeanne L. Seewald, Hahn Loeser &
Parks LLP
Michael R. Dal Lago is a Partner in the Naples office of Hahn
Loeser & Parks LLP and has more than 13 years of experience
in all aspects of insolvency and bankruptcy matters throughout
an array of industries. He regularly represents distressed companies, debtors, committees, secured and unsecured creditors,
and purchasers of distressed assets in all stages of bankruptcy
proceedings, asset sales, and out-of-court restructurings. He is
also experienced in individual and commercial asset protection
planning. Mike is licensed to practice law in Florida, New York
and New Jersey.
Jeanne L. Seewald is the Southwest Florida Offices Managing
Partner of Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP and is the immediate past
President of the Collier County Bar Association. Ms. Seewald
practices in the area of intellectual property law focusing on
trademarks, copyright, licensing, franchising and e-commerce,
and the areas of business and corporate transactional law. She
is Board Certified by The Florida Bar as a Specialist in Intellectual Property Law, past Chair of the Intellectual Property Law
Committee of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar, and
current Chair of The Florida Bar Board Certification Committee
on Intellectual Property Law.
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Hang Gliding continued from page 3
Somehow, I did not chicken out. As a matter of fact, there were
about 6 of us and I ended up going first. This is seriously fun,
and I mean seriously! Small, rickety plane pulls hang glider up
to 1,000 feet and then lets you go…..awesome! After that, I
realized that this fear is all in my head. Hopefully, flying will be
better but I’m still not jumping off the Stratosphere.
I don’t know whether the heights thing was a resolution or a
bucket list item but I’m sure glad I did it. My personal goal
for 2014 is to do a little more of that – stepping outside of my
comfort zone. It may not be jumping off of the edge but maybe
just sticking a toe out. For 2014, my message to you is to try
something new, maybe even something you’re uncomfortable
with or afraid of; you may be glad you did.
This month, we welcome Florida Bar President Eugene Pettis. We are honored to have him as our guest of honor at our
January luncheon. Also, look for upcoming information on
our upcoming CCBA family picnic. It will be in March and will
be free to our members and their families. Happy New Year!

From the Bench continued from page 6
writing, the opportunity for Judges to participate in the rotation has not yet occurred. Finalization of the rotation will be
reviewed by Chief Judge Rosman, and should be announced
in the next few months.
On behalf of all my judicial colleagues in Collier County, thank
you for your patience and cooperation during this period of
transition!
Christine Greider, Collier County Administrative Judge

Legal Aid continued from page 4
been involved with real estate for over 20 years.
Recently, Nancy has been showing and selling luxury and
ultra-luxury tower condominiums and custom single family
homes in Naples, Florida. She also assists long term investors
with specialty retail property in Naples, Florida. Nancy is a
member of NABOR and served on the Legal Committee for
three years. She is a member of the Florida Association of
Realtors and National Association of Realtors. She is also
an active Associate Member of the Collier County Bar
Association and Collier County Women’s Bar Association.
“Nancy has worked very hard the last several years to make
the Barrister’s Bash a success,” states Jeff Ahren, LASCC’s
Director of Development. “She is a dynamic individual who
is a wonderful ambassador for Legal Aid, and she is always
willing to reach out to her large number of local contacts
to recruit donors and sponsors on our behalf. She has also
been highly personally generous to our program, and we
are pleased to be able to honor her as our ‘Attorney of the
Month’ for January, 2014.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Laird A. Lile, a board-certified wills, trusts and estates attorney
in Naples at Laird A. Lile, P.A., has been elected without opposition to a fifth consecutive term on the board of governors
for The Florida Bar. Lile is one of two governors elected by
members to represent the 20th Judicial Circuit, which consists
of Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Hendry and Glades counties. Lile’s
two-year term concludes in June 2016. He is board liaison to
the Florida Probate Rule Committee and a member of the Certification Plan Appeals and Communications committees.
Lile is past chair and a current member of The Florida Bar’s
Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section, and also is a
member of the Appellate Practice and Advocacy, Business Law,
Elder Law, Trial Lawyers and Tax sections. Lile also serves on
the Supreme Court’s Florida Courts Technology Commission,
which is overseeing the technological overhaul of the state’s
courts.
Reuben A. Doupé is now recognized as a Fellow in the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML), being invited
by the AAML Board of Governors, as a leading practitioner in
the area of matrimonial law. Reuben, who is Board Certified in
Marital & Family Law by The Florida Bar, is the co-partner of
Klaus Doupé, P.A., specializing in the area of Divorce, Valuation
/Division of complex assets including closely held companies,
Pre-Nuptial and Post-Nuptial Agreements, Paternity Actions,
Separation Agreements, and Custody & Relocation Disputes.
The law firm of Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. is
pleased to announce that Attorney Michael Corso has been
recertified as a legal expert in Business Litigation by the Florida
Bar. Corso has also maintained Florida Bar Board Certification
in Civil Trial Law for over 30 years. Corso is chair of Henderson
Franklin’s Tort & Insurance Litigation division. He focuses his
practice in matters involving product liability and the defense
of non-medical professionals such as lawyers, accountants,
architects, engineers and surveyors. Corso frequently speaks
throughout the United States on issues regarding the defense
of non-medical professionals and law office risk management
issues. Corso has received much recognition throughout his
legal career, including the Florida Defense Lawyers Association President’s Award, the Defense Research Institute’s Exceptional Performance Citation and the Outstanding Aerospace
Engineer Award by Purdue University. He can be reached at
239.344.1170 or via email at Michael.corso@henlaw.com.
Christyna M. Torrez, an associate at Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, P.A., has been appointed to the Senior Lawyers Committee
of The Florida Bar. This Committee will serve the interests and
needs of the profession by fostering an interchange of ideas,
sharing the accumulated knowledge and experience of its members and address issues that are of particular significance to
senior lawyers. Ms. Torrez was also recently appointed to the
Board of Directors of the Trial Lawyers Section of the Collier
County Bar Association.
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MEET YOUR

FELLOWS

By Richard Montecalvo, Esq.

Ten things you may not know about me
1. I was raised on the Jersey Shore. But you knew that already from my column last year
after Hurricane Sandy.
2. At the Milford Brook School 6th Grade Dodge Ball championship match, one of my
pinpoint left-handed bombs fractured Mr. Lee’s pinky finger, the teacher in the class room
next door (and our arch-rivals).
3. In high school, a group of us wandered away from our tour bus at the West GermanAustrian border. When we returned to the border crossing on the German side, we saw
the bus in Austria. Our panicked jog became a sprint, straight through the crossing with
screaming border guards ordering us to halt. It all worked out in the end.
4. One of my fondest childhood memories is sitting around the console stereo on a Sunday
night in our living room during the dead of winter with my two brothers and our dad
listening to New York Rangers games – well before the days of cable TV, ESPN and 24-7
sports coverage.
5. Vice President Joe Biden was my Constitutional Law professor in law school. It was a
Saturday morning seminar with just a handful of third-year students. He was Senator
Biden then and it was very informal – we sparred frequently over the Advice & Consent
Clause. Lotsa fun.
6. I am five-time Kegger Cup champion at Germain Arena’s Recreational Hockey program. My
primary ice hockey talent is to wobble on the ice for 30 seconds, then get off and let the
much better players on my team do all the hard work. I’ve retired but am contemplating a
comeback. Derek Jeter and I are competing for most championships. We’re tied right now.
7. I’ve played Horatio in Hamlet and Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet during my long gone by
acting career. My death scene in R&J was . . . to die for! I closed our Hamlet production
with the title character dead in my arms reciting the famous line: “Now cracks a noble
heart. Good night, sweet prince. And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” The dramatic
silence of the audience before they burst into applause after each performance told me
that I had nailed it. There’s just something about my face that befits being a good friend to
tragic archetypes.
8. I am a bit of an Anglophile. It’s what happens when you’re raised on Beatles, Monty Python
and Manchester United football. On a trip to England in 1997, we landed at Heathrow on
the day of Princess Diana’s funeral. We were able to make it Westminster Abbey in time
to hear Elton John sing Candle in the Wind. With thousands of people ringing the Abbey,
the silence during the service was astonishing.
9. My oldest child, Alec, is a sophomore at Bard College in Annandale-On-Hudson, NY and
a captain of the baseball team. He was born after my wife, Dawn, endured a 17 hour labor.
My youngest child, John, is 10 and was born just hours after I won one of those Kegger
Cups. I received a call from Dawn in the middle of the championship game telling me her
water broke. I finished the game, raised the Cup, showered and motored to the hospital
in time for his birth!
10. My daughter, Emma Raye, is 15 and attends St. John Neumann H.S. She was born at
9:04 pm on July 17, 1998 after Dawn endured a 4 minute labor. With the assistance of
Dawn and Chris Gonzalez of the Collier County Sheriff’s Office (then a 911 operator), I
delivered Emma on the floor of our master bathroom. We became 15 minute celebrities
after Judge Reese announced from the bench that I was wanted for unlicensed practice
of medicine while media was in the courtroom to cover a major sentencing of mine which
was postponed. By far the most incredible event of my life!
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The Collier County Bar
Association is grateful for
all of the special elves
(aka sponsors) who made
this event possible.
Gold
Ave Maria School of Law
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, PA
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Cohen & Grigsby, PC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Judge & Mrs. Hugh Hayes
Laird A. Lile, PA
Quarles, & Brady, LLP
Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Robins, Kaplan, Miller
& Ciresi, LLP
Silver
Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, PA
Edward L. Larsen, Esq, PA
Grant Fridkin Pearson, PA
Bronze
Berry, Day & McFee, PA
DeLisi & Ghee, Inc.
Gray Robinson, PA
Family Law Section of the
CCBA
Silverio & Hall, PA
Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section
of the CCBA
Zelman & Hanlon, PA

2013 Holiday Party
The annual Holiday Party, held on December 12th at the Naples Bay Resort was the place to be for fun! Guests were treated to caroling,
face painting, balloon animals and a magic show. We were also fortunate to have Santa drop in to spread a little cheer and get
those last minute requests! Special thank you to Santa and all of the elves who made this event possible.
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Please support our advertisers.
They make your newsletter
possible!

Adverse Witness, February 2014

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

SECURITY SOLUTIONS
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

BANKRUPTCY
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

LEGAL NURSE
CONSULTING, INC.

Cathy Stockinger, RN, BBA, CLCP, CLNC
Certified Legal Nurse Consultant
cstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

Cheffy Passidomo
A T T O R N EYS A T L A W

Fred Stockinger, MD, FACC, FCCP, FACS

Retired Cardiovascular Surgeon, The Ohio State University
fstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Legal Nurse Consulting , Inc.
6017 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 354
Naples, Florida 34119
Phone 239 659 LNCI (5624)
Fax: 239 643 1220
www.legalnurseconsultinginc.com
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www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102
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INSURANCE

How much are your
clients leaving the IRS?
(Without enough life insurance, they just
may become a beneficiary.)

And haven’t they already given
them enough?
Call me to see if life insurance
or other coverages may make
sense for your clients.

Mitchell Dannenberg, cltc

(239) 461-5511
Long Term Care Insurance • Life Insurance
Disability Income Protection • Critical Illness Coverage

Representing all major companies

www.LTCiMarketplace.com

© LTCiMarketplace 2014
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

Do you receive our
monthly newsletter?
Sign up to receive our informative and fun e-newsletter,
featuring discounts on printed and promotional items.
To join, email katelyn@theprintshop.tv.

Try Design Online at theprintshop.tv.
Design and place your order from the
convenience of your office or home.
Or give us a call today at any of our locations:
Naples 775.3553 Bonita Springs 566.2606 Marco Island 394.0304
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

Both Attorneys are AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Both Attorneys are ABOTA Members
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd. • Naples, FL 34109

239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
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RESEARCH

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

Immigration Naturalization
and
Deportation Defense
David J. Mourick
Member American Immigration
Lawyers Association
Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law

Over 25 years experience
representing criminal defendants;
and non-citizens in applications for
Permanent Residence, Citizenship,
and Deportation Defense

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A.
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135
Telephone: 239-947-0535
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Fax: 239-498-5398
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING

LEGAL NOTICES/ADVERTISING

211186A01

STROKES ARE THE NUMBER-THREE

KILLER IN THIS COUNTRY, YET MANY PEOPLE DON’T

EVEN KNOW WHAT THEY ARE. THEY DON’T KNOW THAT

MORE OF THE BRAIN CAN BE SAVED IF A STROKE IS DETECTED

AND TREATMENT IS RECEIVED IMMEDIATELY. STROKES BEGIN WHEN A

W H AT T O O K Y O U A L I F E T I M E T O L E A R N
CAN BE LOST IN MINUTES.
BLOOD VESSEL IN THE BRAIN BECOMES BLOCKED OR BURSTS. BLOOD FLOW

IS CUT OFF. TISSUE IS STARVED FOR OXYGEN, AND PARTS OF THE BRAIN DIE.

IF NOT TREATED QUICKLY, ABILITIES AND PRODUCTIVE LIFE CAN BE

LOST. YOUR BRAIN IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION.

GUARD IT WITH YOUR LIFE.

W I T H A S T R O K E , T I M E L O S T I S B R A I N L O S T.
If you suddenly have or see any of these symptoms, call 9-1-1 immediately: Numbness or
weakness of the face, arm or leg, especially on one side of the body • Confusion, trouble
speaking or understanding • Difficulty seeing in one or both eyes • Trouble walking,
dizziness, loss of balance or coordination • Severe headache with no known cause

L e a r n m o r e a t S t ro k e A s s o c i a t i o n . o r g o r 1 - 8 8 8 - 4 - S T R O K E.
©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.
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NOTE TO PUB: DO NOT PRINT INFO BELOW, FOR ID ONLY. NO ALTERING OF AD COUNCIL PSAs.
American Stroke Association - Magazine - (7 x 10) 4/C - ASNYR2-N-01065-J “Lifetime” 120 line screen

digital files at Schawk: (212) 689-8585 Ref#:211186

Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

EXECUTIVE SERVICES

Page 26

Adverse Witness, February 2014

MEDIATION

 
 


 


Adverse Witness, February 2014

Page 27

3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

