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Where in the World?
Got pictures? This year, each issue of the Adverse Witness will
feature a picture of some interesting or unique place, as photographed by a CCBA member or affiliate. If you have a picture
that you’d like to submit for consideration as cover art for the next
issue of the Adverse Witness, please forward a JPG image to Lisa
Mead lmead@colliercountybar.org or Marc Huling at mhuling@
ralaw.com, along with a brief description of the place depicted in
your photo. If your photo is selected, you’ll receive a shout out
in the Adverse Witness. This month’s photo is “Cliffs of Moher in
County Clare, Ireland” taken by Roger McMorrow.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Tamara L. Nicola, Esq.

Scammers and other nefarious folks
“Dear, Jane Yeager Cheffy”. This is how it starts. One line, all run together. “According
to MR. KENNETH HANG, we were instructed to make this payment to you.” And so it
goes. “This is a check of $220,980.00
USD”. A check of? Isn’t it a check
for? It’s signed “Thank you for you
co-operation”. Mr. John Adams (the
former President, perhaps). This
particular letter encloses a pretty
authentic looking check. A copy of
the check is shown in this President’s
Message. Jane, however, was much smarter than Mr. Hang and Mr. Adams. She checked
it out and it is truly a fake.
The way the letter is written, you know it’s definitely a fake but then you get a physical check
which looks authentic. Is this what hooks people in to these scams? How does someone
fall for this when Kenneth Hang is obviously not a client?
I’m sure all of you get these emails. As I was writing this, I decided to look at my Spam
email folder (309 and counting) and see if I could find a few of them myself. Not just a few,
a ton. Here’s one of them:
Waiting to hear from you

“ ... we should all
be leery of the
number of scams
that are out
there hoping one
of us will fall for
it. ”

I am Mr. Kazuhiko Okuda (Head of Internal Audit Group, Deputy President, Executive
Officer and Director of Mizuho Trust & Banking Co., Ltd), Japan. I have a lucrative business proposal of mutual interest to share with you, If you are interested in working with
me, contact me through my private email; ( kazuhokuda@aol.jp ) for further details.
Kind Regards,
Mr. Kazuhiko Okuda.
E-mail: kazuhokuda@hotmail.com
Here’s another:
Hello My Dear
I am writing this mail to you with heavy tears In my eyes and great sorrow in my heart
because my Doctor just announce to me that I will die in few months time because of
extent damage of esophageal cancer. I have been suffering from this dreaded sickness
for long, base on this development I want to will my money which is deposited in a
security company to an individual who is willingly to build a charity home for orphanage and abandoned kids.
I am in search of a reliable person who will use the Money to build charity organization
for the saints and the person will take 30% of the total sum. While 70% of the money
will go to the charity and orphanage. I am from Sarawak Malaysia, my husband died 6
years ago as a result of car accident. i don’t want a friend or someone i know to handle
this project. I want the actualization of my dream to establish this charity home to
come in reality even while am dead.
The total money in question is $3.5million dollars. I will provide you with other information’s once you indicate your willingness.
Yours Sincerely.
Siti Wahab
Neither of the aforementioned nefarious individuals provided a check to me. But, they
continued page 12
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

New fundraising development board formed
Legal Aid Service of Collier County has formed a new Board to work closely with its existing
Advisory Board – with a focus on raising funds and awareness in support of the mission
of LASCC. A kickoff meeting of the Fundraising Development Board was conducted on
February 5, 2014. The meeting was facilitated by LASCC’s consultant, Dawn Montecalvo of
Montecalvo & Associates.
The Fundraising Development Board has adopted the following Mission Statement: “The
Fundraising Development Board is the voice of Legal Aid to create a diverse funding
model that will sustain and grow a broad-based, efficient civil legal service organization
for the poor in Collier County.”

Legal Aid Service of Collier
County is committed to working
alongside the private bar and
membership of CCBA to make
the Collier Lawyers Care pro
bono attorney program the best
of its kind in the State of Florida.
Two immediate goals they want
to achieve are increasing the
number of pro bono volunteer
attorneys in the CLC program,
and expanding public awareness
about CLC and the impact Legal
Aid Service of Collier County
has on the community by offering free civil legal services to
the underserved population of
Collier County. To learn more
about LASCC and Collier Lawyers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A.
Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at
(239) 298-8143; email khache@
legalaid.org.

The initial members of LASCC’s Fundraising Development Board are:
Jim Boatman, Esq.
Joe Cox, Esq.
Stacey Deffenbaugh (NBC 2)
Larry Farese, Esq.
Yale Freeman, Esq.
Mike McDonnell, Esq.
Pat Neale, Esq.
Shelley Perry, Esq.
Mike Trafficante, Esq.
Advisory Board Members
Beverly Brennan, Esq.
Lisa Mead (Collier County Bar Association)
Maggie McMorrow, Esq.
Jennifer Nackley, Esq.
Kelley Price, Esq.
Legal Aid sincerely thanks each of these Board members for their leadership and support!
Legal Aid’s 6th Annual Barrister’s Bash
Date: Thursday, May 1, 2014
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Hilton Naples (5111 Tamiami Trail North, Naples FL 34103)
Ticket price: $125 per person (all proceeds benefit Legal Aid Service of Collier County)
Format: The event includes dinner, cocktail hour, silent auction, live auction and a
community awards ceremony.
All members of the Bench, Bar and public are cordially invited to attend this fun event –
which has become the signature annual social event for the local legal community! This
special evening includes great food (a three course gourmet dinner with complimentary
glass of wine), ample time for socializing and networking, great silent and live auction items
to bid on, and a chance to honor those who have made outstanding contributions to our
local community through Legal Aid. Naples City Councilman and former Mayor Bill Barnett
will once again be conducting the live auction. There will be fantastic items in our silent and
live auctions once again this year!
The following attorneys and law firms will be receiving awards at the 2014 Barrister’s Bash:
Hon. Janeice T. Martin Equal Justice Award – Margaret L. McMorrow, Esq. (Northern Trust,
NA)
continued on page 12
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Hilda Taylor.
Phone: 239-252-8250
htaylor@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

MARCH
4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

6

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring
your own lunch

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s, 12:00 p.m.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to
the event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days
prior to an event. If a
member cancels the day
before, or the day of an
event, a refund will not be
issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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12 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
14 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $30
18 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:45 p.m.

19 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL members - $25; Non-members - $30
19 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
20 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30
20 CCACDL Luncheon
Eurasia, 11:45 a.m.
20 Family Law Mixer
First Citizens Bank, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
This is a free event for all family law
professionals
26 Young Lawyers Luncheon
Naples Chamber of Commerce, 12:00 p.m.
YL Members - $10; Non-members - $15
29 Holidays in March
Naples Zoo, 8:30 a.m.
Contact Lisa Mead if you are
interested in volunteering

APRIL
1

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

9

1

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

1

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

10 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30

3

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring
your own lunch

5

Young Lawyers’ Bowling Tournament
Beacon Bowland, 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Individuals: $25; $15 for gov’t members
Teams: $125; $75 for gov’t members
Sponsorships available

8

Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s, 12:00 p.m.

Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

11 Law Week Luncheon
Tiburon Golf Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $35; Non-members - $40
15 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:45 p.m.
17 CCACDL Luncheon
Eurasia, 11:45 a.m.
18 CCBA Offices Closed for Good Friday
23 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
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By The Hon. Beth Krier
Circuit Court Judge, Collier County

Unified family court – arriving at a courthouse near you
Courts across the nation and here in Florida have established “unified family courts” or
employed the basic principles of such in addressing cases involving children and families.
Unified family court (UFC) procedures are an integrative and comprehensive method of
addressing these cases and have been evolving in Florida since 1988. The seed of the
UFC concept was planted in Florida in 1988 with a special project of the Governor’s
Constituency for Children which defined “family courts” as those involving “all intra-family
matters.” (In 1988, only five of Florida’s twenty judicial circuits had established “family
divisions.”) In 1991, the Florida-Legislature’s Commission on Family Courts recommended
the creation of family divisions that should include support services such as mediation
and case management. In re: Report of the Commission on Family Courts, 588 So.2d
586 (Fla. 1991) Between 1991 and 2001, the Florida Supreme Court issued three opinions
that emphasized the need for a unified family court system that improved methods for
protecting children and resolving family-legal cases. In re: Report of the Commission on
Family Courts, 633 So.2d 14 (Fla. 1994); In re: Report of the Commission on Family Courts,
646 So.2d 178 (Fla. 1994); In re: Report of the Family Court Steering Committee, 794 So.2d
518 (Fla. 2001). Recently, the Florida Supreme Court issued another opinion that reemphasized its support of UFC courts, practices and procedures and amended the Florida
Family Law Rules to specifically better accommodate these. In re: Amendments to the
Florida Rules of Judicial Administration, ___ So.3rd ____ (Fla. 2014)
Attorneys and judges who work in family law, dependency, delinquency and domestic
violence readily see the benefits to this approach. We regularly work with families which
in addition to a juvenile case might also be parties or victims in dissolution of marriage,
child support, or DV injunction cases. It is frustrating to the parties and their attorneys to
be unable to efficiently address all issues related to a particular matter for which they are
appearing. Judge Greider and I frequently preside over cases involving families who have
a pending dependency case as well as a delinquency case involving one of their children.
While we manage to cobble together some coordination with the assistance of the offices
of the State Attorney, Public Defender, Department of Juvenile Justice, Department of
Children and Families, Guardian Ad Litem as well as various service providers, it doesn’t
occur as efficiently as would benefit the family. These cases require coordination of
placement and services for the child/children and the parents so that the best and most
appropriate services are utilized and duplication does not occur. Similarly, when children
in dependency cases are placed in the care of a parent who is paying child support, that
parent needs timely relief from his/her obligation so that the children can benefit from
the redirection of those funds. And, very frequently, dependency judges have difficulty
coordinating children’s custodial issues with related dissolution of marriage/paternity
cases and/or DV injunction cases.
The essence of a unified family court is that the same family be able to see the same
judge for all of their cases – ‘one stop shopping.’ This does not mean that the cases are
consolidated. It’s not legally possible or advisable to do so. This also does not mean that
parties will not receive or be entitled to proper notice of related court proceedings or an
opportunity to be heard on those issues. However, it does mean that a judge can address
issues that cross case-types at the same time with the agreement of the parties or close
in time upon proper notice of such a proceeding. For example, if there is a DV injunction judgment that has been issued against a father that requires him to visit his children
only through the Children’s Advocacy Center and a dependency case is filed, both cases
continued on page 10
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CLERK’S CORNER

By Robert St. Cyr, Director of Community Outreach
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Collier County

Recording of lis pendens in official records
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ATTORNEYS ABOUT RECORDING LIS PENDENS in the
OFFICIAL RECORDS
January 27, 2014
Dear CCBA members,
Effective March 1, 2014, attorneys will be required to record their own Notices of Lis
Pendens in the Official Records of Collier County. On that date, the Clerk’s Court
Department will stop sending Lis Pendens to the Recording Department on behalf of
any attorney.
Please remember that recording a Lis Pendens in the Official Records of Collier County
is a completely different process than when it is eFiled as part of a pleading through the
Florida Courts’ ePortal. In fact, one has nothing to do with the other.
Reminder: In order to record a Notice of Lis Pendens (or Release of Lis Pendens) in
the Official Records of Collier County, it MUST be submitted to, and recorded by, the
Clerk of Courts’ Recording Department.
To record a Lis Pendens, an attorney has three options:
1. Record the document and, at the same time, pay the required fees at customer service counter in the Clerk’s Recording Department on the second floor of the courthouse annex.
2. Mail the document along with the exact amount of the recording fees to the Clerk’s
Recording Department, 3315 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 102, Naples, FL 34112-5324.
Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
3. eRecord the document with the Clerk’s Recording Department*
*To eRecord a document in the Official Records, a customer must first read and sign a
Deposit Account Agreement with the Clerk and set up (and fund) their own deposit account.
Once a deposit account has been established, customers will be able to access the
Clerk’s Business Portal using their own account user name and password to submit documents (Lis Pendens; Release of Lis Pendens) electronically. After a document has been
recorded in the Official Records, a customer’s deposit account will be debited in the
amount of the recording fees required by Florida law and a receipt of the transaction will
be placed into the “’history” of the customer account.
To get more information about eRecording in Collier County and to access the Deposit
Account Agreement, ACH form, an eRecording presentation and the Business Portal
User Guide go to http://www.collierclerk.com/recording/official-land-records/
For more information contact:
Bob St. Cyr, Director of Community Outreach
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Collier County
Robert.StCyr@collierclerk.com
Telephone: (239) 252-6879
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and other professional (1) with one corner executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices in
great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Rd.,
Naples, FL. Space for an assistant, shared
conference room with law library, reception
area and kitchen is included for $875 per
month. Call 239-593-1444.
LEGAL OFFICE SPACE for lease in North
Naples location (Park Central Court-Airport/
Pine Ridge). 1 to 3 Offices available with
shared use of conference room. Of counsel

relationship possible. $550 to $750 per
month per office. Call Al for more information at 596-9522.
PRIME PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE. 1,000 square feet; three individual offices; a conference room; work
area; reception area; and private bathroom.
Centrally located, close to the courthouse
and downtown Naples. Rent turnkey including phone system and copier/scanner/printer
or rent unfurnished. Please call 239-289-4944
for an appointment to view.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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Quarles & Brady LLP has announced that
Timothy G. Hains, a partner in the firm’s
Naples office, was selected to receive The
Florida Bar President’s Pro Bono Service
Award for 2014. Each year, the Supreme
Court of Florida and The Florida Bar give
special recognition to lawyers, legal groups
and a member of the judiciary who have
freely given their time and expertise in
making legal services available to the poor.
Hains practices in the area of real property,
including experience in real estate development, transactions and mortgage lending.
Quarles & Brady LLP has announced that
Bradley G. Rigor, a partner in the firm’s
Naples office, has been recertified by The
Florida Bar Association as a specialist in the
Wills, Trusts & Estates Law Group. He was
initially certified in 2008. Rigor is chair of
the firm’s Trusts & Estates Practice Group
in Naples. He concentrates his practice in
estate planning and estate and trust settlement. He has more than 30 years of experience working with families in the planning
of their estates, and with their fiduciaries in
settling their affairs.

Quarles & Brady LLP has announced that
two attorneys in the firm’s Naples office,
Tina M. Eckert and Alicia L. Taylor, have
been accepted into the Growing Associates
in Naples (GAIN) Class of 2014.
GAIN is a program of the non-profit Leadership Collier Foundation under the Greater
Naples Chamber of Commerce. It is specifically designed for emerging young leaders
and professionals in Collier County.
Eckert joined Quarles & Brady in 2011 and
is currently an Associate in the firm’s Labor & Employment and Commercial Litigation Practice Groups. Eckert is admitted to
practice law in Florida and New Jersey.
Taylor joined Quarles & Brady in 2012 and
is an Associate in the firm’s Trusts and Estates Practice Group. Taylor is a member
of The Florida Bar’s Real Property, Probate
and Trust Law, and Tax Sections as well as
the Collier County Bar Association. Taylor
is admitted to practice law in Florida.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

By Trista Meister

Crossroads at David Lawrence Center improves addiction services

CROSSROADS AT
A GLANCE
• 40% Have a Dual Diagnosis
(Both Mental Health and
Substance Abuse)
• 1,112 People Served
Annually
Top Three Addictions
• Opioid Dependence
• Alcohol Dependence
• Cannabis Dependence
Average Age = 36
Last year treated individuals
between 18-77 years of age
Detox Beds = 15
Average Stay = 4.55 Days
Residential Beds = 18
Average Stay = 22.2 Days

One in nine Collier County residents experience some form of substance abuse. Unfortunately, the impact of this crippling disease is far reaching and affects family, friends, employers, healthcare professionals and society as a whole. The consequences of drug abuse
and addiction are vast and varied and include medical, economic, criminal and social costs.
From a legal standpoint, the vast majority of offenders in the criminal justice system suffer from substance use disorders. The good news is that research strongly supports the
fact that treatment for substance use disorders helps many drug abusing offenders
change their attitudes, beliefs and behaviors towards drug use, avoid relapse and
successfully maintain a life free from substance abuse and crime. The bad news is
that, in addition to legal ramifications, without treatment or engagement in recovery
activities, addiction is progressive and can
result in disability or premature death.
Since 1968, David Lawrence Center has
been committed to ensuring the health,
wellbeing and safety of our community. It is our mission to inspire and create life-changing wellness for every individual through innovative behavioral healthcare solutions. Most
members of the legal community are aware of many of these solutions, including pre-trial
intervention, Baker Act services, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Forensic Services and
collaboration with the criminal justice system. Many, however, may not be aware of the recent
enhancements to the characteristics and capabilities of our Crossroads programs designed
to ensure there is a powerful and accessible resource available for people experiencing
acute difficulty with substance abuse.
“Judges are constantly seeking constructive solutions to the problems that have
brought the defendants into the system. When the issue is addiction, having an affordable, flexible and multi-level local treatment option is absolutely crucial. David
Lawrence Center provides the courts with an accessible and credible set of treatment
options. ”
Honorable Judge Janeice Martin
It is important to be able to respond effectively to individuals at any stage of addiction, from
acute intoxication to early sobriety and aftercare/recovery management. Crossroads at the
David Lawrence Center integrates treatment along a continuum of care from Detox to Aftercare in a single system. Crossroads Detox uses state-of-the-art, individualized withdrawal
management protocols which are both comfortable and have a remarkable degree of safety.
Crossroads Detox also offers early recovery programming, not just medication management
of symptoms. In addition to traditional residential programming and evidence-based cognitive-behavioral therapy, Crossroads Residential now offers innovate, adjunctive therapies
such as art therapy, equine-facilitated therapy, yoga, pet therapy, individualized wellness and
health education as well as structured fitness and recreation.
“Individuals with substance abuse and mental health disorders experience significant
discrepancies in health and mortality factors and require approaches that address the
whole person both physically and psychologically in order to prevent relapse and maintain recovery.” Nancy Dauphinais, Crossroads Clinical Supervisor
There is substantial scientific evidence supporting the fact that medication-assisted treatment significantly improves success rates in the first six months of recovery. Crossroads now
utilizes a board-certified addictionologist/psychiatrist that can provide this highly specialSee “Crossroads,” next page
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From the Bench continued from page 6

Crossroads continued from page 9

will be assigned to the same judge. This judge will be able to
modify the DV injunction to allow the Father’s contact with
the children to occur as ‘provided by the dependency court.’
This ‘bundling’ of cases will occur even with cases such as DV
injunction cases that have technically been resolved or closed.

ized service. Because as many as 60% of substance abusers also
have a mental health diagnosis, our physicians also assess for
co-occurring psychiatric disorders and can initiate mental health
services in the early stages of treatment. This combination of expanded residential services, medication-assisted treatment, and
the ability to address co-occurring psychiatric disorders allows
David Lawrence Center to better meet the needs of a diverse
range of individuals in a way that is virtually unmatched in Southwest Florida.

Unified family courts across Florida take different forms. Some
combine only dependency with delinquency cases or family law
cases with DV injunction cases. Some combine all four types of
cases. With the leadership of Judge Greider, the latter is the
form that we have chosen to adopt in Collier County. There are
two common necessities in all UFC courts, however: assistance
from the Clerk’s office and good court-system case managers.
Fortunately, Collier County has both. The Clerk’s Office has
the ability to perform a significant degree of automatic case
bundling. Collier County has 3 case managers - two working
with family law cases and one with dependency cases. We are
considering assigning one case manager to each of the 3 judges
assigned to the unified family court division. The case managers will assist the judges and the court system in identifying
related cases if the Clerk has not already done so and notifying
the judges of these cases when the children or family appears
before them. The magistrates, Citizens Foster Care Review
Panel and court mediation will continue to provide services
in dependency and family law cases.
We are developing a docket schedule for the three judges
assigned to this UFC division that will accommodate the
scheduling complexities of these cases, as best we can. We
are also developing a structure for the bundling of cases, e.g.
if a dependency case is already open when a DV injunction
case is filed, the judge who has been assigned the dependency
case will also be assigned the DV case. We are meeting with
the stakeholders in these areas of law on February 24, 2014 to
discuss these issues and any other concerns that they might be
able to identify. There will undoubtedly be adjustments that
need to be made as issues surface and we plan on assessing
the system on a regular basis.
We in the legal system, sometimes forget that we are not just
working with ‘the law’ - obtaining and dispensing justice. We
are all fundamentally service providers. The overarching goal in
establishing Collier’s UFC is to improve the court system’s services, including that: the needs and best interests of children
are always the primary consideration, including that children
live in safe and permanent homes; cases involving interrelated
family law issues be coordinated to maximize the use of court
resources so as to avoid conflicting decisions and to minimize
inconvenience to families; improving families’ functioning by
coordination of legal options and community resources; and,
that all persons, whether children or adults, be treated with
objectivity, sensitivity, dignity and respect. At least in these
areas of law, we cannot just be in the justice business serving
people. To paraphrase Starbucks’ mission statement, we must
also be ‘…in the people business serving justice.’
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As part of our ongoing efforts to meet the growing need for exceptional, desirable and accessible substance abuse treatment
services, particularly for individuals involved in the criminal justice system, Crossroads has responded by offering new innovative treatment plans which will reach a greater number of people
in need. No two clients are the same and every individual’s treatment plan is customized to address the severity of addictive illness, substances being abused, personal circumstances, professional obligations and family needs. Some Crossroads clients
may need to start with Detox while others with enough initial
stability may be able to enter at the outpatient level. As with Detox and Residential, Crossroads Outpatient is also individualized
and can range from one to three days a week. Most treatment
plans include Residential treatment and Aftercare support, but
additional intensive or extended treatment plan options that include various levels of outpatient support for ongoing recovery
maintenance are available. These plans range from two weeks to
nine months. By incorporating varying levels of treatment with
customized lengths of stay, we meet the unique needs of each
individual while ensuring the wellbeing and safety of our community.
“Since all of us have clients who need help, but for various
reasons can’t do a 28 day program, or to satisfy the State
need a long term plan, I think every lawyer who practices
criminal law should learn more about the new services at
Crossroads,”
- Jerry Berry, Esq., Law Offices of Jerry Berry, P.A.
The enhancements to Crossroads ensure that the highest quality, cutting-edge treatment is provided in a comfortable and welcoming environment at a cost few can match. As a not-for-profit
organization founded and still governed by community leaders,
the Center relies on donations, fees and grants to provide our
services. To ensure our Crossroads programs are accessible,
some beds are partially funded by the State of Florida; other
beds are funded through private pay or third-party insurers.
There is NO ONE who is not affected, directly or indirectly,
by mental illness or substance abuse. David Lawrence Center provides a vital service, one that serves and helps not
only the addict or alcoholic, but that person’s loved ones,
often desperately seeking help for the son, daughter, father, mother or friend who is suffering. It is my honor to assist in whatever way I can the work of this great community
provider.”
- Bill O’Neill, Esq. David Lawrence Center Board Member
For more information about Crossroads and how your clients
can benefit from the new flexible treatment programs, contact a
Crossroads Admission Specialist at 239-354-1428.
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COMMISSIONERS’ NOTES

By Mark Strain, Hearing Examiner
Collier County Board of Commissioners

Changes to land use actions
In June of 2013, the Collier County Board of Commissioners made a significant
change to the processing of many land use actions in Collier County and created
the Hearing Examiner’s position to facilitate those changes. While hearing examiners
have been utilized within many municipalities in Florida, the format implemented in
Collier County may be unique to any other such office.
The Hearing Examiner’s Office was established to augment the land use related functions of the Collier County Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals.
By the establishment of this office, land use applicants will realize two or more months
of reduced timing to receive a final decision on their application. This also reflects
reduced attendance needs of not only experts and the public, but also county staff,
and provides a direct benefit in reduced costs and increased productivity.
The Hearing Examiner holds hearings, reviews evidence and testimony, and hears
argument regarding the laws, ordinances, policies and administrative regulations that
apply to land use applications or other matters being reviewed. The Hearing Examiner then determines the pertinent facts, applies the proper law, and issues a decision and/or recommendation along with any stipulations or conditions. The Hearing
Examiner provides no legislative function but applies laws and ordinances passed by
the County Commission.
In order to assure independence of any oversight by the County Manager, the Hearing Examiner is under contract with the Board of County Commissioners. He is the
administrative head of the Office and reports directly to the County Commission.
Land use permits are filed with the Planning and Development Services Department.
Review by that department follows a standard pattern within a time frame dependent
on the complexity of the project. After that review, Planning and Development Services staff prepares a recommendation (referred to as a staff report) to the Hearing
Examiner. The Hearing Examiner is not bound by the staff report but gives it weight
appropriate to an expert recommendation.
Currently the Hearing Examiner provides final review for the following land use actions:
• Planned unit development insubstantial map changes
• Planned unit development insubstantial text changes
• Variances
• Waivers
• Conditional Uses
• Affirmation of zoning interpretations, comparable use determinations and nonconforming uses
• Appeals of Administrative Type III actions and interpretations of the Land Development Code
• Post Take Plans
• Parking Exemptions
• Boat dock extensions and deviations
• Site plans with deviations
continued on page 13

Adverse Witness, March 2014

Page 11

Legal Aid continued from page 4
Law Firm of the Year – Hahn Loeser & Parks, LLP
Attorney of the Year – Timothy G. Hains, Esq. (Quarles &
Brady,LLP)
Volunteer of the Year Award – Penny Taylor
Champion of Justice Award – J. Dudley Goodlette, Esq.
Attorneys of the Month:
We will also be honoring the following ‘Attorney of the Month’
award winners: Tim Hains, Esq. (Aug. 2013), Alexander Peterson,
Esq. (Sept. 2013), Stephany Carr, Esq. (Oct. 2013), Nancy
Randall, Esq. (Jan. 2014), and Greg Holtz, Esq. (Feb. 2014).
Sponsorship Levels *
10th Anniversary Title Sponsor - $10,000
Visionary Level - $5,000
Ambassador Level - $2,500
Leadership Level - $1,500
Partner Level - $1,000
Advocate Level - $500
*All sponsorship levels include tickets to the Barrister’s Bash,
and other benefits which vary by level. Contact Jeff Ahren at
Legal Aid for full details at (239) 298-8130, or email jahren@
legalaid.org.
Order your tickets to the ‘Bash’ today! Call (239) 298-8143, email
tjulian@legalaid.org, or order online at www.legalaid.org/collier.
Please join us in celebrating 10 years of Legal Aid Service
of Collier County serving the legal needs of the poor in our
community by supporting our mission through the Barrister’s
Bash!
Greg Holtz, Esq. named ‘Attorney of the Month’ for February
Legal Aid Service of Collier County proudly announces that
Greg Holtz, Esq. has been named as ‘Attorney of the Month’
for February, 2014. He will be presented with the award at the
Barrister’s Bash event on May 1, 2014. Mr. Holtz is currently
performing pro bono work for LASCC as a private attorney,
through our Collier Lawyers Care Pro Bono Program. He is also
a Professor at Ave Maria School of Law.
Greg has been a loyal and generous supporter of Legal Aid for
years. He has sponsored the Barrister’s Bash event for several
years, and arranged sponsorship of the 2012 Adopt a Family
Holiday Gift Program during his tenure with his former employer.
Mr. Holtz has been working closely with Legal Aid to create a
Consumer Law Unit Pro Bono Project. Through Ave Maria
School of Law, he arranged externships for law students to work
closely with him as a pro bono attorney for Legal Aid. Through
the project he will handle a wide range of consumer law related
matters – including landlord-tenant disputes, small claims court
matters, credit and collections issues, elder and consumer
fraud among other types of cases. Greg and the law student
externs will also prepare basic estate planning documents
for those who need them – including Wills and Medical Care
Directives for seniors and Wills with Guardianship provisions
for those clients with minor children. This Consumer Law Pro
Bono Project officially launched in January of 2014 and Mr. Holtz
has already taken on several cases for handling. Please join us
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in congratulating Greg Holtz – our ‘Attorney of the Month’ for
February 2014!
Gift Basket contest – 2014 Barrister’s Bash event- Silent
Auction
Since 2011, the Barrister’s Bash added a little friendly
competition to the festivities – the ‘gift basket’ contest. Once
again, this will be ‘firm against firm’ and ‘mano a mano’ to see
who can come up with the ‘winning basket’ in two categories: (1)
“most creative” (the ‘Denny Crane Award’) and (2) “highest bid”
(the ‘Gordon Gekko’ Award). The winners will be announced
at the end of the evening at the Barrister’s Bash, and a trophy
given to the victors. The baskets will be displayed along with
the name of the firm or individuals who donated them, so go for
the gusto, leave the competitors in the dust, and don’t forget
to have fun along the way! You can build your basket around a
theme, or just put a bunch of cool items together that people
will enjoy. All baskets must be submitted by April 25, 2014. For
more details, call (239) 298-8143 or email tjulian@legalaid.org.

Scammers continued from page 3
seem to want to give me money. Isn’t that nice?
Here’s a scam I almost fell for: I am leaving for Boston tomorrow
due to a death in my family. Because there are so many of us
needing a place to stay, I decide I want to rent a house. I click
on Craigslist and, lo and behold, there are a ton of rentals in the
town of Wellfleet, where my cousin lives.
These listings look real. There are pictures of the houses, the
interior, the amenities – everything. There are even addresses
where the properties are located. The addresses are real. When
I email the owner, I get a reply back that the house is available at
a reasonable rate and he’s happy to rent it to me. So why didn’t I?
All of the scams I have seen want you to give them information
first before they will commit. The check scam sent to Jane wants
you to cash the check so they have your banking information. The
email scam wants you to contact them and give your personal
information over the phone. The Craigslist scam wants you to
send them money.
I was fully prepared to rent this house until this guy asked me to
send him $800.00 by Western Union. This is for the rental and
the refundable security deposit. I tell him I’m not comfortable
with this; how about we meet at the house Friday morning and I
will pay you and you can give me the keys. No, he says. “I have
to make sure the money goes to my accountant in Chicago. Once
the accountant gets the money, I will certainly meet you at the
house on Friday with the keys.” Yeah right?
To me, these seem like red flags and we should all be leery of
the number of scams that are out there hoping one of us will fall
for it. When you see something like this, trust your gut instinct.
Remember, if it seems too good to be true, it probably is. Long
story short, I’ll probably stay at the Sheraton and I’m happy Jane
did not cash that check. Have a great February. More next month.
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Hearing Examiner
continued from page 11

The staff report, application, comments from other county
and state agencies, site plans, maps, public comments and
all other relevant documents are submitted to the Hearing
Examiner for matters assigned to that office. Once received
in the Hearing Examiner’s office, an application is reviewed,
public notice and advertisement criteria are met and a public
hearing date is placed on the calendar.
Somewhat unique to Collier County’s process, the Hearing
Examiner is not limited to the evidence presented by the Applicant or County at the hearing. The Hearing Examiner may
participate in ex-parte communication and may consider any
additional relevant evidence.
Hearings before the Hearing Examiner are quasi-judicial and
all hearings are publicly noticed. The Hearing Examiner’s
written rules of procedure and the character of the hearing
are all designed to provide a meaningful opportunity to be
heard, an impartial decision, and the reasoning for that decision in writing, publicly available. Any participant who has
reason to doubt that the Hearing Examiner would be impartial in a given matter has a right to raise that issue prior to the
hearing and if necessary the Hearing Examiner may route the
case to a different venue.
Meetings are scheduled on the second and fourth Thursday of each month and held in Conference Room 610 in the
Growth Management Division building at 2800 North Horseshoe Drive.
The participants of public hearings may include the applicant,
County staff, County agencies, proponents and opponents,
inclusive of the public, and witnesses with relevant testimony.
Any part of evidence may be received in written form, and all
testimony is under oath. Hearsay evidence may be used for
the purpose of supplementing or explaining other evidence
but it shall not be sufficient, in itself, to support a finding by
the Hearing Examiner unless it would be admissible over objections in a civil action.
A hearing generally begins with disclosures by the Hearing
Examiner for any ex-parte communications, a presentation by
the applicant, followed by presentation of the staff report,
then testimony from the general public in support, questions
of concern, or opposition to the proposal. Testimony may be
followed by a brief period of rebuttal in which the applicant is
asked to respond to issues previously mentioned. Time limits
will be allowed at the discretion of the Hearing Examiner; relevant testimony that is not repetitive is encouraged.
At the close of the hearing, participants are advised that a
written decision will be issued within thirty working days.
Once the hearing is closed, no further testimony, (written or
oral) can be accepted unless to respond to a specific question from the Hearing Examiner. The record of the hearing
before the Hearing Examiner shall consist of:
• The application and accompanying documents

•
•
•
•

Staff reports and recommendations
All exhibits and documentary evidence
The decision of the Hearing Examiner
Verbatim transcript of the proceedings

The applicant or any County department may appeal any final decision of the Hearing Examiner to the Board of County
Commissioners. The Board will review the record created by
the Hearing Examiner’s proceedings, but the Board may, by
majority vote, accept evidence not presented to the Hearing
Examiner.
Hearing Examiner: Mark Strain
Phone: 239.252.4446
E-mail: markstrain@colliergov.net
Address: 2800 North Horseshoe Drive, Naples, Florida

Have You Considered Joining
the Lawyer Referral Service?
If not, perhaps you should.
Did you know that during 2012 nearly 2,300 referrals were made? Attorneys on
our panels received more than $223,000 in fees from clients referred to them
by the LRS. There are currently many panels that have four or fewer attorneys.
This is a great opportunity to grow your practice. If you are interested in becoming a member of the service, or if you have any questions, please contact
Julianne Gilmore at 239-252-8138 or jgilmore@colliercountybar.org.

ROETZEL IS PROUD
TO BE A GOLD
SPONSOR OF THE
COLLIER COUNTY
BAR FOUNDATION.
We are a full-service law firm with more than 200 attorneys
in offices located throughout Ohio and Florida and in
Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C. The firm provides
comprehensive legal services to national and international
corporations, closely held and family-run businesses,
institutions, organizations and individuals. For more
information, contact:

Marc A. Huling, Partner
850 Park Shore Drive | Trianon Centre, 3rd Floor | Naples, FL 34103
239.649.2716 | mhuling@ralaw.com
RALAW.COM
ROETZEL & ANDRESS,
A LEGAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

By Michael Traficante, Esq.

Do you relay?
For those of you who are unaware, each year the American Cancer Society hosts
over 5,000 Relay For Life events throughout the country to raise funds for much
needed research, development, patient services, and programs for cancer survivors.
Unfortunately, most of us, if not all, have somehow been affected by cancer, and this
research, services, and programs are of the utmost importance. Personally, both of
my parents and other loved ones have been stricken with cancer. This is why I have
volunteered to be the Chair for the upcoming Relay For Life of Naples scheduled
for April 12, 2014, beginning at 3:00 p.m., until April 13, 2014 at 7:00 a.m., at Gulfview
Middle School, and am honored to hold such a position.
The Relay For Life of Naples has earned the reputation as one of the most successful
of these fundraisers. In 2013, we raised over $590,000.00 to help in the fight against
cancer. The Relay For Life of Naples is the sixth largest in the country and last year
we had almost 100 teams representing schools, law firms, businesses, clubs, homeowner’s associations, churches, and individuals. We raised funds, honored our survivors and caregivers, and remembered those who have lost the battle with cancer.
There is entertainment and numerous activities at the event which are enjoyable for
the entire family.
The fight against cancer will hopefully one day be won, but until then it is a constant
ongoing battle. We welcome any lawyer, individual, law firm, business, or organization wishing to help the Relay for Life of Naples be successful and make a difference
in the fight against cancer to contact either me (at (239) 514-1000 or mtraficante@
gfpac.com) or our local American Cancer Society Office (at (239) 261-0337). There
are numerous opportunities to become involved in this great event. You can start a
team, make a donation, register a survivor to be honored at the event, or volunteer
on one of the many committees involved. Thank you to everyone for considering
supporting or participating in this year’s Relay For Life of Naples.

2014
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YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

By Jessica Palombi, Esq.

Affiliate Outreach Conference notes
Jessica Palombi, an associate at Ged Law, and Eric Olson, an associate at Coleman, Hazzard, and Taylor, PA, recently attended the Affiliate Outreach Conference
(“AOC”). The AOC is hosted by the Young Lawyers Division of the Florida Bar
annually, and this year it was held on January 17-18, 2014, in Tampa. The purpose
of the conference is to present CLE programs geared toward young attorneys,
create networking opportunities to connect young lawyers throughout the state,
and award grants to affiliate bar associations to promote community involvement
projects. The CCBA Young Lawyers Section has sent representatives to the AOC
for the past several years.
Palombi and Olson presented the CCBA Young Lawyer Section’s “Backpacks for
Buddies” project and were awarded a grant. The Young Lawyers Section will be
joining forces with Friends of Foster Children of Southwest Florida, a local not-forprofit organization, for their annual picnic for local foster children which will be
held on September 27, 2014. Thanks to the grant, the CCBA Young Lawyers Section will be able to distribute backpacks filled with school supplies, clothing, and
toys. Items which can easily be transported with the children to approximately
75 local foster children. The “Backpacks for Buddies” project will unite foster children with local attorneys, law students, and judges in the area and provide mentoring opportunities. The AOC was very impressed with the project idea.
Palombi and Olson also participated in other educational and networking opportunities including:
• A CLE Program entitled “The Historical Makeup of The Florida Bar: Then to
Now” which featured a panel consisting of Eugene Pettis, Judge E.J. Salcines,
Mary Greenwood and Richard Salem and addressed discrimination and early
challenges encountered by minority attorneys and the improvements made by
The Florida Bar.
• A Reception held at The Florida Aquarium which featured several fun exhibits,
including a mermaid exhibit, a young penguin exhibit, and a stingray petting area.
• A Treasure Hunt throughout Ybor City.  Readers would be excited to know that
Palombi and Olson were members of the winning treasure hunt team!
Also represented from Collier County was the Ave Maria School of Law which sent
five law student representatives to the AOC. The Ave Maria representatives were
members of the second place treasure hunt team! Separate programming was also
provided for the law student representatives that provided advice for law school
and beyond.
The weekend was a great success. Palombi and Olson also learned about numerous community involvement ideas from other affiliates to discuss and possibly
implement with the CCBA Young Lawyers Section.
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They make your newsletter
possible!
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

THE RICHARDS GROUP
JOB #: BON080034
CLIENT: Ad Council AD: Surprised Baby_Newspaper
TRIM: Same as live LIVE: 7.625'' x 5.25" BLEED: N/A
LS/COLORS: 100 / BW
PUB: TBD
INSERTION DATE: TBD
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:
Todd Gutmann 214-891-3519

The LATCH system makes it easier
to be sure your child’s car seat is
installed correctly every time. Just
clip it to the lower anchors, attach the
top tether, and pull the straps tight.
To find out more, visit safercar.gov.

BON080034 S_News 7n625x5n25.indd 1
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
11/26/08 11:57:33 AM
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WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION LAW

SECURITY SOLUTIONS
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Both Attorneys are AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Both Attorneys are ABOTA Members
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd. • Naples, FL 34109

239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

LEGAL NURSE
CONSULTING, INC.

Cathy Stockinger, RN, BBA, CLCP, CLNC
Certified Legal Nurse Consultant
cstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

Cheffy Passidomo
A T T O R N EYS A T L A W

Fred Stockinger, MD, FACC, FCCP, FACS

Retired Cardiovascular Surgeon, The Ohio State University
fstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Legal Nurse Consulting , Inc.
6017 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 354
Naples, Florida 34119
Phone 239 659 LNCI (5624)
Fax: 239 643 1220
www.legalnurseconsultinginc.com
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www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102

Page 23

INSURANCE

How much are your
clients leaving the IRS?
(Without enough life insurance, they just
may become a beneficiary.)

And haven’t they already given
them enough?
Call me to see if life insurance
or other coverages may make
sense for your clients.

Mitchell Dannenberg, cltc

(239) 461-5511
Long Term Care Insurance • Life Insurance
Disability Income Protection • Critical Illness Coverage

Representing all major companies

www.LTCiMarketplace.com

© LTCiMarketplace 2014
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

“If you can imagine it, we can image it!”
NAPLES
239-775-3553
BONITA SPRINGS
239-566-2606
MARCO ISLAND
239-394-0304

Visit our website at
theprintshop.tv
for your printing and
promotional items!
Voted # 1
“Best Printing
Services

IMMOKALEE
239-657-2822
PRINTING • DESIGN • VIDEOS • MAILINGS • PROMOTION ITEMS
BRANDING SOLUTIONS • MARKETING CAMPAIGNS
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BANKRUPTCY
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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RESEARCH

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

Immigration Naturalization
and
Deportation Defense
David J. Mourick
Member American Immigration
Lawyers Association
Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law

Over 25 years experience
representing criminal defendants;
and non-citizens in applications for
Permanent Residence, Citizenship,
and Deportation Defense

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A.
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135
Telephone: 239-947-0535
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Fax: 239-498-5398
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING

Adverse Witness, March 2014

LEGAL NOTICES/ADVERTISING
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Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

EXECUTIVE SERVICES

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW
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MEDIATION
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

