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Tired of waiting for clients to find you?
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The 2019 Mock Trials Competition

On t h e c ov e r:
Shamrocks

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! For more information on the significance
of the shamrock, click here: https://www.livingshamrock.com/
shamrock-story/
If you have a picture (old or new) that you’d like to submit for
consideration as cover art for the next issue of the Adverse
Witness, please forward a JPG image to Lisa Terwilliger, LisaT@
colliercountybar.org along with a brief description of the place
depicted in your photo.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Kimberly Spiker, Esq.

District Mock Trials are truly a team effort
The CCBA/CCBF hosted its thirty-fifth annual District Mock Trial competition in January. This
tradition has been an amazing collaboration between the bar and District School Board of Collier County over these many years and a highlight of the year for those of us who volunteer for
the competition. A number of our members and even a judge or two started their love of the
law by participating in the local competition and many more are products of the Collier County
school system. This is something our judge for the final round, the Honorable Christine Greider,
is proud to tell the participants after the final round has concluded. Watching the audience as
she speaks of the many members of the Collier County bar who graduated from Collier County
schools is priceless. This is especially true when Judge Greider directs them to the fact that
five of the judges whose pictures hang on the walls of the courthouse are graduates of Collier
County schools. It definitely resonated with many of the students and their parents. I want to
thank Judge Greider and all scoring and presiding judges, we couldn’t do it without you!
This year, the students did not disappoint. The preparation showed and the competition was
tough. I want to congratulate the students, teachers, attorney coaches and parents for all of the
time, effort and passion given to the competition this year. It is a team effort and it definitely
showed.
This year, first place went to Lely High School followed closely by both Gulf Coast High School
teams which came in second and third place. Congratulations to you all! You should be very
proud of yourselves.
The Lely High School team went on to compete in the 20th annual 20th Judicial Circuit Mock
Trial Competition in February. This year they didn’t have to travel far because Collier County
hosted the Circuit Competition for the first time in CCBA history. It was a wonderful experience for everyone!

“... If you see them
next time you are at
the courthouse, be
sure to congratulate
them for a job well
done.”

The other two counties in the circuit with Mock Trial competitions are Lee and Charlotte. To
give you an idea of how big of a task Circuit is I can tell you that Lee and Charlotte school districts have dedicated mock trial committees. In Collier, we have the amazing and unflappable
Lisa Terwilliger who handles our competition on her own in collaboration with the coordinator
of K-12 social studies for Collier schools. Lisa put together a circuit competition that could be
a used as a standard for future competitions and the participants were thrilled.
To make sure we had enough judges for both competitions, the board members for both the
CCBA and CCBF volunteered to be scoring/presiding judges of the Circuit Competition instead
of District this year. This was my first time judging the Circuit Competition and it was such an
amazing experience. These teams really honed their skills. Some of the “attorneys” were so
polished and prepared even for objections that you felt they could step into a real trial today.
I hope some of these amazing talents choose to go to law school and return to Southwest
Florida to practice. The future of our bar looks very bright when I see what these students
can do. All teams were amazing. First place went to Charlotte High School, second place to
our own Lely High School and third place to Fort Myers High School. Congratulations to all
teams. Charlotte High School will represent the 20th Judicial Circuit at the State Mock Trial
Competition in March. Good luck to Charlotte!
I want to thank Judge Cynthia Pivacek who graciously volunteered to be the final round presiding judge at the Circuit Competition. As Judge Pivacek has been on the bench in all three
counties, they were all delighted to hear she would be such an important part of the competition. I also want to give a huge shout out and thank you to Lisa Terwilliger for coordinating
two amazing competitions within two weeks of each other. Lisa and the CCBA staff, made up
of Iris Belen, Marcos Atiles, and Katie Mead, worked tirelessly with court administration and
continued on page 13
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren, Esq.

Annual Barrister’s Bash - major awards announced
Join Legal Aid on April 25, 2019 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Hilton of Naples to celebrate
the 11th Annual Barrister’s Bash. The 2019 Bash includes a cocktail hour, three course dinner,
complimentary glass of wine, silent auction, and community awards ceremony.
This year, Legal Aid is proud to honor the following award winners for their hard work and
outstanding service:
Law Firm of the Year – Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Attorney of the Year – Otto Immel, Esq.
Leadership Award – Tina Nash
Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award – Charles Hayes, Esq.
Volunteer of the Year – Frank Wyman, Esq.
Champions of Justice Award – ‘Art Aid’ event contributing artists of Naples
Please join us in congratulating all of our major award winners to be honored at the ‘Bash’
this year!
Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Kim Adams
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
kadams@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

11th Annual
Barrister’s Bash
Thursday, April 25, 2019
6:00 – 9:00 pm
Hilton Naples

In the April issue of Adverse Witness we will present profiles of each of our major award
winners, and their contributions to the mission of Legal Aid and the cause of equal justice.
We will also be honoring all of our ‘Attorneys of the Month’ at the event.
There is no better way to support Legal Aid than to be a ‘Bash’ Sponsor in 2019. All Sponsors receive tickets to the Bash, as well as many other benefits which vary by sponsorship
level. Reserve your sponsorship today to be included in our promotional efforts, and submit
payment at any time prior to the event. The following sponsorships are available:
TITLE SPONSOR ($5,000) Includes: Listing as Title Sponsor in all promotional materials;
name and logo on front cover of event program; full page color ad on back outside cover of
event program; remarks from the podium at event; full size banner or display in the ballroom
at the event; full table of 10 tickets to the event; choice of table location; 10 complimentary
drink tickets to the firm; firm name and logo on table; recognition in pre-event promotional
materials and on Legal Aid’s website and social media.
VISIONARY SPONSOR ($3,500) Includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program; listing
on event sponsor board; recognition in pre-event promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s
website and social media; table location priority; and 10 free drinks tickets.
AMBASSADOR SPONSOR ($2,500) Includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program; listing
on event sponsor board; recognition in pre-event promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s
website and social media; and table location priority.
LEADERSHIP SPONSOR ($1,500) Includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program; listing
on event sponsor board; recognition in pre-event promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s
website and social media.
PARTNER SPONSOR ($1,000) Includes: 4 tickets to the event, a ½ page ad in the written
event program; listing on the event sponsor board; and recognition on Legal Aid’s website
and social media.
ADVOCATE SPONSOR ($500) Includes: 2 tickets to the event, a listing on the event sponsor board; and recognition on Legal Aid’s website and social media.
To order tickets or reserve your sponsorship, please contact Jeff Ahren by email at jahren@
See “Legal Aid Notes,” page 13
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VIEW FROM THE BENCH

By The Honorable Scott Cupp
Circuit Court Judge, Collier County

Guardians ad Litem needs you
One of the proudest moments in my life as an attorney happened in Orlando in 1992. I was
nominated for and won the Statewide Award for the Most Supportive Friend of the Guardian
Ad Litem Program.
During the late 80’s and early 90’s I was the child abuse prosecutor for the seven counties
of the Third Judicial Circuit located in the Live Oak/ Lake City area. It was there that I was
introduced to the Guardian Ad Litem Program and the important work they do representing
the interests of physically and sexually abused children in criminal cases. In those days, every
child victim was appointed a Guardian Ad Litem. I saw first hand how well the program worked
supporting and representing child-victims of sexual and physical abuse.
In 1993, I returned to Palm Beach County continuing to work in child abuse prosecution. There
we worked to expand the Guardian Program to the point where every child victim in a criminal
case was appointed a Guardian Ad Litem. Properly trained guardians can change a life and
sometimes save a life.
The statutes dealing with the appointment of a Guardian Ad Litem in Criminal Dependency and
Family Law cases are 914.17 and 61.401, 402, 403, and 404.
Additionally, Chapter 914.17(1) states that: “ A Guardian Ad Litem or other advocate shall be appointed by the Court to represent a minor in any criminal proceeding if the minor is a victim of
or witness to child abuse or neglect, a victim of a sexual offense, or a witness to a sexual offense
committed against another minor”.
Sadly, there are no guardians appointed to children in criminal cases in Collier County or elsewhere in our circuit. That means that right now there are approximately 70 abused children in
Collier County who have no representation in their criminal case.1

“I challenge the
bar to consider
assisting the
program to recruit
more guardians.”

Chapter 61.401 allows the Court to appoint a Guardian Ad-Litem, “ in an action for Dissolution
of Marriage or for the creation, approval, or modification of a parenting plan….” The reality of
what occurs in our county and our circuit is that only the children in dependency proceedings
are appointed a Guardian Ad Litem due to a shortage of guardians.
Throughout our circuit, especially in Collier County, we have vast numbers of highly educated
and dynamic retirees that could help address the shortage of guardians. Currently we have a
pool of approximately 170 guardians in Collier County that represent approximately 300 children in dependency proceedings.
I challenge the bar to consider assisting the program to recruit more guardians. Think about
the many service organizations that you belong to and have contact with and consider contacting the G.A. L. recruitment folks about presenting to these organizations about the guardian
program and how they can become guardians.
As attorneys, each of you are automatically qualified to become a Guardian Ad Litem. Please
consider doing so. It may be one of the most important things you do during the rest of your
life.
For additional information about the Guardian Ad Litem program in Collier County please contact Patricia Hoppa at 239-252-8432.
Judge Cupp was appointed Hendry County Judge in 2014. In June of 2018, he was appointed to
the circuit bench and is assigned to the Family Law and Domestic Docket here in Collier County.
The author is mindful of and has read Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Office v. Office of the State Attorney Twentieth Judicial Circuit, 55 So. 3d 747 (Fla.
App. 2 Dist. 2011). I point the interested reader to the last paragraph of the opinion, The circuit court would appear to have the authority to find another
source of “advocates” for these children. The record suggests that some of the current guardians ad litem wish to serve exclusively children in the context
of section 914.17. We provide neither advice nor a solution for this problem but we recognize that a solution is needed in order to fulfill the requirements
of section 914.17.
1
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Iris Belen.
Phone: 239-252-8711
admin@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.

MARCH
5

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 7:45 a.m.

12 YL Board Meeting
Location TBD, 12:00 p.m.

5

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:30 a.m.

13 Trial Law Board
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

5

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

14 Real Estate and Family Law Joint Luncheon
Naples Hilton, 12:00 p.m.
RE and FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

7

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, bring your own lunch

15 Ethics Seminar – Hosted by the YL
Hyatt House, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
YL Members - $50; Non-members - $65

APRIL
2

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 7:45 a.m.

16 YL Board Meeting
Location TBD, 12:00 p.m.

2

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:30 a.m.

2

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

17 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

4

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, bring your own lunch

10 Trial Law Board
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
11

Real Estate Luncheon
Naples Hilton, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

12 Law Week Luncheon
Country Club of Naples, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35

19 CCBA Offices Closed in observance
of Good Friday
24 Administrative Professional Breakfast
Collier County Courthouse –
6th Floor Training Room, 7:30 a.m.
$20 per person
27 CCB Foundation Casino Night
The Club at Pelican Bay
5:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Admission includes two drink tickets,
appetizers, and starting chips
$100 per person

We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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BULLETIN BOARD

Got news?
Contact Lisa Terwilliger
by calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to LisaT@
colliercountybar.org

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
LisaT@colliercountybar.org.

CLASSIFIED
POSITIONS AVAILABLE: Grant Fridkin Pearson, PA, an AV-rated Tier 1 Southwest Florida
law firm with offices in Naples and Fort Myers,
has the following positions available:
• Trusts and estates attorney with 3+ years
of concentrated experience in sophisticated estate planning and trusts and estates
administration. LL.M. in taxation or estate
planning preferred, but not required.
• Commercial litigation attorney with 2+
years of experience involving construction,
landlord tenant, real estate purchase and
sale and other contractual disputes.
This firm has been in practice for almost 25
years and provides competitive benefits and
compensation commensurate with experience.
E-mail resume to Judy Wright at jwright@gfpac.com.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE: 5 OFFICES
FOR RENT NEAR COURTHOUSE Move-inready. Free standing building. Includes: adjoining staff space; unlimited parking; shared
use of 3 confernce rooms; security system; reception and kitchen. $800/mo. per office, plus
additional services and facilities available. Furnishings, equipment, phone, internet and support staff available. Call Diane at 239-298-8376.

POSITION AVAILABLE: Cheffy Passidomo,
P.A., is seeking an experienced real estate lawyer. Board certification is preferred but not required. Outstanding opportunity in our Naples
office. Email resume to: lirons@napleslaw.com.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT – Collier County
- PROFESSIONAL / LAWYER / LEGAL: 450
SQ FT., Reception Area, Main Office Area,
Back Office Work Area, Bathroom. No CAM.
No Deposit. Walking Distance to Court House
/ Jail. Call Thierry – 239.293.5458

POSITION AVAILABLE: Cheffy Passidomo,
P.A., with offices in Naples and Tampa, is seeking an experienced construction lawyer. Board
certification is preferred but not required.
Outstanding opportunity. Email resume to:
lirons@napleslaw.com.

OFFICE SPACE: DOWNTOWN FT MYERS
OFFICE FOR RENT - fantastic location right
on First St, walking distance to the Courthouse. Includes office, unlimited use of conference rooms, reception services, signage on
First St, and a parking space all for $1,000 per
month. Great for a Naples firm needing a satellite office in Ft Myers. Inquire at ftmyerslegalofficespace@gmail.com.

TWO OFFICES FOR LEASE in Park Central
Court (Airport/Pine Ridge). $500 and $700
per month. Includes shared use of conference
room, kitchen and common areas with existing
five (5) attorneys. Call Al for more info at 5969522.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Quarles & Brady LLP
has announced that
Alexis Barkis has
joined the firm’s Labor & Employment
Group in its Naples office.Barkis represents
employers of all sizes
across a wide range of

industries with issues involving the Family
and Medical Leave Act, the Americans with
Disabilities Act, and other federal, state and
local fair employment and anti-discrimination issues. Barkis is a member of the Lee
County Bar Association and the Collier
County Bar Association.

continued on page 13
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COMMUNITY

OUTREACH

Wills for Heroes program
On December 1, 2018, attorney members of the Collier County Bar Association
assembled at our local Legal Aid offices to provide estate planning documents to
active duty military members, veterans, first responders, and their spouses without
cost. Former Bar President Kelly Geraghty Price, Esq. coordinated the review and
processing of the estate planning documents with the many clients, attorneys,
paralegals, notaries, and witnesses in attendance. The drafting of the documents (and
the development of the templates) was admirably accomplished by one of our finest
estate planners, Blake Kirkpatrick, Esq. Of special note was the fabulous assistance
provided by the Estate Planning Clinic students from Ave Maria Law Scholl under
the supervision of Professor Shelley Perry.
Now in its eighth year, The Wills For Heroes program was sponsored this year by
Cohen & Grigsby, Wood, Buckel & Carmichael, the Collier County Bar Foundation,
the United Way of Collier County, and the American Legion. It was hosted by our
colleagues at Legal Aid.
As many of the active duty military, veterans, and first responders remarked, “if it
were not for this program, we would not have these documents and would be less
protected!”
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Christopher D. Donovan, Esq.

The Inn goes back to the future! Frye, Daubert,
now Frye again?
The Michael R.N. McDonnell Inn of Court had another dynamite meeting last month.
The February team, led by Brian Silverio and Michael Mueller, presented a Jeopardy
themed presentation on a variety of topics. The competition was stiff! But everyone
had a blast and left the night a little smarter about not only the law, but about interesting trivia on our local judges. If you couldn’t make it, then you sorely missed out.
In my last article, I wrote on the importance of mentorship and invited everyone to
participate in either the Inn’s mentorship program or the CCBA’s program—or both.
Well, I’m excited to report that 20 or more people expressed an interest at becoming
mentors or mentees at our next mentorship event. Unfortunately, we had to reschedule the event due to an unexpected scheduling conflict. But we are currently looking
to reschedule it for Friday, March 1st. We may end up setting two lunches to keep the
groups small. Be on the lookout for the scheduling notice in your email. Thank you
though for your overwhelming interest in the program.
Also, be on the lookout for the annual Inns of Court Membership Survey. Our venue
committee, led by next year’s president, Kelsey Hazzard, has been wining and dining
venues all over time to ensure that the Inns gets the best food for the best price
possible next season. Big thanks to the committee. Once they have a few proposals,
then the Inns leadership intends to send out the annual survey to see how we’re doing, how the Naples Bay Resort is doing, and how changing venues would impact next
season’s membership. We hope to get the survey out to your inbox by late February,
early March.
Next month, our March team, led by Keith Upson and Mimi Wolok, will tackle the
Frye–Daubert standards within the framework of a lawsuit between Big Sugar and
an unlikely coalition of businesses in Collier reeling from months of red tide. We will
join the matter in a pretrial hearing regarding the admissibility of expert testimony
on causation where the parties are arguing about whether Frye allows their expert
to testify. Fed up with the State court judge, Big Sugar’s counsel suddenly removes
the case to federal court, requiring the parties to repeat the hearing, only this time
under Daubert. The plaintiff’s main expert, Dr. Emmet Brown, is expected to appear
(from the future!) in his usual white lab coat and crazy white, unkempt hair to testify
on what we know in the future about the pertinent science. Dr. Brown is sure to be
a real crowd pleaser, in large part because he is played by one of our Circuit Judges.
Show up to find out who!
Remember, doors open March 19th at 5:30. Jeopardy begins at 6:00 (or shortly thereafter) and ends by 7:00. Our venue is still the Naples Bay Resort at their “the Point”
room, which is where all of our meetings have been so far. Watch for RSVP emails.
And if you cannot make it, please be sure to let us know by 5:00 the Wednesday
before our meeting (i.e., March 13th) so we are not charged for empty seats. I look
forward to seeing you there!
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Carrie Kerskie, President
Griffon Force, LLC

Cyber threats against attorneys
As an attorney, cyber threats could impact you both personally and professionally. Here are a
few of the latest threats to your security.
Phishing, Smishing, and Vishing
Phishing emails continue to be a threat. Some reports claim that in 2018 phishing attacks
increased by 65%. The reason is simple: it works. Phishing emails are becoming more sophisticated making them difficult to detect. The old rules about poor grammar, "dear customer"
salutation, or hovering your cursor over the sender to display the true sender no longer apply.
The bad guys have found a way to display the spoofed email address even after you hover
over the sender's name with your cursor.
How can you protect yourself?
Verify the sender by:
o Telephone: call the sender at the phone number you have on record or on their website. Do
not call the number provided in the email.
o Email: forward the suspicious email to the original sender, however, if the sender’s email
account has been compromised this will not work.
Smishing and vishing are the same as phishing. The main difference is the delivery method.
A smishing message is received through text message. A vishing message is received by telephone, often voicemail. As with phishing these often contain malicious links or provide false
telephone numbers. To protect yourself, verify the sender of the message prior to taking action. If the message appears to be from your bank, call your bank at the telephone number
on your statement. If the message appears to be from a client, call your client at the known
telephone number prior to responding to the text message. Bad guys may also use caller ID
spoofing for vishing. Caller ID spoofing forces the caller ID to display the information the
caller wants you to see as opposed to the caller’s actual phone number. Never trust caller ID.
It is too easy to spoof.
SIM Swapping
A SIM card, inserted into your mobile phone, is what enables you to make and receive calls
and text messages. When you upgrade to a new phone your current SIM card is removed from
your old phone and inserted into your new phone transferring service to your new phone. If
your SIM card becomes damaged, you can request a new one and have your service be transferred to the new SIM card. Simple, right? It is also a simple way for a bad guy to take over
calls and text messages. The bad guy contacts your mobile carrier, pretends to be you and
instructs them to transfer your service over to the new SIM card. The SIM card that is in the
bad guy’s mobile phone. The bad guy can also walk in to your mobile carrier store, pretend to
be you and say that he needs to buy a new phone because he lost his phone. A new phone requires a new SIM card. Once activated, the bad guy walks out with a new phone and SIM card
on your account. He probably asked to have the account password reset while he was there.
You might be wondering how the bad guy is able to show proof of ID at the mobile store. A
simple internet search for “novelty ID” will answer that question. Once your service has been
transferred to the new SIM card, which is in the bad guy’s phone, he now receives all your calls
and text messages. He can also make calls and send text messages from your phone number.
The reason behind SIM swapping is to bypass two-factor authentication, 2FA, a process that
adds another layer of security to access online accounts. When you log in, the organization
will send you a code by text message or email that must be entered along with your username
See “Cyber Threats,” page 14
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER

By Lisa A. Terwilliger, Executive Director
Collier County Bar Association

Make 2019 your year
Many of us are bombarded with messages from social media, self-help books, well-meaning
friends, and our own ticking clock that we must do more. We must be constantly active,
happy, and striving for success. No one ever tells you to do less or to just be. If you’re anything like me the constant harangue to do more…to be more…is enough to make you want to
dive under the covers and not come out. But none of us has the luxury to simply ignore the
passage of time or to hide from the world. While it isn’t practical to become a hermit, there
is something to be said for downtime. With the recent paradigm shift towards a focus on
mental wellness that is becoming ever clearer.
But cocooning isn’t the only way to feel revitalized. The staff here at the CCBA has decided
to own 2019. We’ve challenged each other to do one new thing every month. Something
we’ve always wanted to do or something we’ve always been afraid to do. It doesn’t have to be
huge, but it has to be personally significant. Remember that feeling you had as a child when
you learned to ride a bike? What you choose to do should be reminiscent of that sense of
exuberance and invincibility. As Henry David Thoreau said in Walden, “There is an incessant
influx of novelty into the world, and yet we tolerate incredible dullness.” Well, we’re not going to take it anymore. Bring on the new, the challenging, the fun, the spontaneous. We are
ready for more.

“We cordially
invite and
encourage you
to join us in our
quest to make
2019 YOUR year.
Please share your
experiences with
us!”

We are holding each other accountable; by turns encouraging and competitive. By early
spring most of our new year’s resolutions feel like promises made by someone else. Good
intentions don’t always make for good execution. But this is something that all of us can do. It
isn’t a daily commitment, so we can fit it into our busy lives. Nor is it something that can feel
like a punishment. No bad habits to correct. No need to wake up at 5:00 a.m. to do cardio,
yoga, lift our body weight repeatedly, meditate, and then have an all organic green smoothie
made from vegetables we grew in the back yard. Not that we couldn’t all use a bit more of
that, but this is a very different thing. These things, whatever you choose, should feel like a
gift to yourself; a reward simply for being you. After all, being you is something no one else
can do, so it should be celebrated.
Our new things have included wishes both large and small: a first trip to Europe, learning to
box, calligraphy, and sailing the day away have been a few. But what you do isn’t as important
as how it makes you feel…accomplished, daring, refreshed, excited…these feelings are one
path to the much revered state of wholeness that has become the new holy grail of self-help
gurus everywhere. Honestly, the office has been a happier place since we began this quest.
We’re more energetic and enthusiastic. And it’s contagious! I feel like we are the shiny, happy
people of R.E.M. fame. (Ok, now I have to stop because I’m even a little too perky for myself).
I have a suggestion for one new thing to get you started. The Foundation is hosting its first
ever casino night on April 27th at the Club at Pelican Bay. The theme of the evening is a 50’s
supper club. Vintage wear is encouraged (and fun), but not required. We hope you can share
this fun new experience with us! (Commercial over…back to the article)
We cordially invite and encourage you to join us in our quest to make 2019 YOUR year.
Please share your experiences with us! We want to hear what you did and how it made you
feel. Pictures are always appreciated. Let’s make this a tsunami of groovy vibes that spread
throughout the CCBA family. We all have the ability to be someone’s inspiration. I’m looking
forward to seeing wider smiles and lighter steps at our functions.
Author’s Note: I send a copy of each month’s edition to my mother to ensure that at least one
person reads my article (but I’m not even certain she does all of the time). Thanks Mom, for
the feedback on the February issue. I’m glad I made you laugh. ;)
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President’s Message from page 4

Legal Aid Notes from page 5

the Bailiff’s Bureau to make sure the competition ran smoothly. In
addition, Mikie Stroh and Adam Vollrath of Collier County Schools
ensured that the teams were prepared, we had timekeepers and
clerks for each round and awards to present at both competitions.
All of these individuals deserve a round of applause and a big thank
you. If you see them the next time you are at the courthouse, be
sure to congratulate them for a job well done. They made us look
very good, once again!

legalaid.org, or call Kim Adams, Development Assistant, at (239)
298-8138.

Finally, I want to thank our Mock Trial sponsors who, in addition
to the CCBF, make the event not only possible but a standout
of all competitions throughout the state. Our sponsors for the
2019 competition are:
PLATINUM
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
GOLD
Grant, Fridkin, Pearson, P.A.
SILVER
Hahn Loeser & Parks, LLP
Edward L. Larsen, Esq.
BRONZE
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, PA
Hazzard Mediation & Arbitration
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
Weldon & Rothman, PL
Thank you all and I hope to see you at the competitions
next year.

Thank you to all our Wills for Heroes 2018 Pro Bono Attorneys
Legal Aid extends its sincerest thanks to the following attorneys
who provided nearly 90 sets of estate plans to local Heroes
on Saturday, December 1, 2019 at Legal Aid’s Naples office – to
thank our local Veterans, Police Officers, Firefighters and First
Responders for their service to us all.
A special thanks to the United Way of Collier County, American
Legion Post 135, and the Collier County Bar Foundation for generously providing funds to underwrite the expenses incurred for
the event!
The 2018 Wills for Heroes event assisted 45 Heroes and 39
spouses, creating 84 sets of basic estate plans. In the weeks after the event, an additional 12 sets of estate plans have been or
are in process to be prepared to assist those who were unable
to attend on December 1st. Therefore, the grand total will fall
just under 100 sets of estate plans prepared by our volunteer
pro bono attorneys this year.
In addition to the 19 pro bono attorneys who served, 10 paralegals and 10 law students and one law professor from Ave Maria
School of law served at the event. Legal Aid thanks the following attorneys for their pro bono and other volunteer service at
the 2018 Wills for Heroes event:
Meaghan Grant
Jeanette Lombardi
Pieter Van Dien
Blake Kirkpatrick
Dresden Brunner
Bonie Montalvo
Curtis Cassner

Susan Sikuta
Rebecca Linz
Lisa Williams
Kelley Price
Ed Larsen
Brad Rigor
Adam Dunlap

Lorna McGeorge
Prof. Shelley Perry
Christopher Walters
Brian McAvoy
Peter Knize

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Saxe Doernberger & Vita, P.C. is pleased to announce that Kelly A. Johnson has joined our
SDV Southeast office as an Associate. Kelly
comes to SDV with a broad experience in all
aspects of litigation, including on the state, federal and appellate levels, with a particular focus on complex commercial litigation. She has
represented clients in a diverse range of matters such as business contracts, construction claims, copyright infringement and
claims under bankruptcy law and the Florida Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act.
Quarles & Brady LLP has announced that Miranda Weiss has joined the firm’s Estate, Trust
and Wealth Preservation Practice Group as an
Attorney in its Naples office. Weiss's practice
is focused on estate planning; estate and trust
administration; and estate, gift, and generation-
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skipping transfer tax planning. Her experience includes drafting
various forms of wills and trusts; advising and assisting clients
with probate avoidance, creditor protection, gifting, and tax efficient distribution of assets; and researching and analyzing complex tax and estate planning issues, such as special needs trust
planning and charitable gifting.
Law offices of Elizabeth Wolt, P.A. is now
Family Mediation & Dispute Resolution,
Inc. Ms. Wolt is devoting her practice solely
to Family Mediation. She will be servicing
both Collier and Lee County at her new offices at 1415 Panther Lane, Naples 34109 and
5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd. Ft. Myers.
Ms. Wolt has been practicing law in Lee and
Collier County since 1997; and has an undergraduate degree in
psychology and is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell.
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Cyber Threats from page 11
and password. Most people, out of convenience, choose to receive the code by text message. If you have been SIM swapped,
the bad guy is the one who receives the code texted to your
number. This is also true for most password reset requests. The
bad guy simply requests a password reset for your bank account
or other online account and waits to receive the code texted
to your phone number. He receives the code on his device and
proceeds to change your password. Now he is in your account
and you are not.
How to protect yourself?
• Choose to receive 2FA codes by email.
• Make sure your email password is changed yearly, at a minimum.
Portable USB storage devices
Portable storage devices, flash drives, are convenient for moving
data from one place to another. They are also the easiest way to
hack an organization. If you found a flash drive on the ground,
what would you do? Most people would pick it up and plug it in
to either identify the owner or view the files on it. Plugging it in
is where the danger lies. Bad guys are programming flash drives
so that when it is plugged into a device, the device thinks it is a
keyboard. Due to plug-n-play compatibility, keyboards bypass all
security. Another trick used by the bad guys is to create a malicious file on the flash drive titled "executive compensation." As
you can imagine, most people jump at the chance to open the
file.

Once connected, malware could be downloaded on to your device and it could enable the bad guy to view and record all of
your online activity.
How can you protect yourself?
• Do not connect to public WIFI. This includes airports, coffee
shops, and hotels.
• Use the data on your mobile plan.
• Purchase a mobile hotspot to create your own portable WIFI.
• If you must use public WIFI, use one that requires you to enter
a unique password as opposed to the same password provided
to all users.
Cyber threats are constantly evolving. A new threat could be
discovered tomorrow. Your best defense is to question everything to the point of borderline paranoia. If something appears
off, question it. Choose privacy over convenience. Far too often,
people are their own worst enemies in the name of convenience.
Just remember, if it is convenient for you, it will be convenient
for the bad guys.
Disclaimer: the use of “bad guys” is not meant as a form of discrimination. It does not imply that all guys are bad. There are also
bad girls.
Carrie Kerskie, President
Griffon Force, LLC
Defending you and your family from cyber threats and identity
theft.

In addition to the hacking risk, flash drives could lead to a data
breach. If you have sensitive information on a flash drive and it is
lost or stolen, what happens to the information? If it contained
client data, it could be a breach of an attorney’s duty to protect
client information.
How can you protect yourself and your firm?
• Do not insert found flash drives into your computer or other
devices.
• Do not pick up free flash drives that are often given away at
conferences and events.
• Only purchase flash drives in a sealed package from a reliable
company.
• Watch out for cheap products originating from China.
• Purchase and use encrypted flash drives when storing sensitive information.
Public WIFI
Public WIFI should be avoided. It really is that simple. The risks
associated with using public WIFI are numerous. In the past, the
risk was that a bad buy would launch a man-in-the-middle attack
while you both were connected to the same public WIFI. Today,
the bad guys are launching cloned WIFI networks that appear to
be the exact same network as the legitimate one. They will even
use a signal booster to trick your device into disconnecting from
the legitimate WIFI and reconnecting onto their malicious WIFI.
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FAMILY LAW SECTION

By Nicole Goetz, Esq.
Florida Bar Family Law Section

Bounds of Advocacy
During my term as Chair of The Florida Bar Family Law Section, the
section published an updated version of the “Bounds of Advocacy,”
a guide for Florida lawyers on the professional and ethical dilemmas
that are unique to the practice of family law. The “Bounds of Advocacy” offers goals for professional cooperation, competence and
advice, conflict of interest, fees and children. It suggests a higher
level of practice than the minimum baseline of conduct required by
Florida Bar rules and spells out guidelines for situations that often
arise in family law where the rules don’t provide sufficient guidance.
The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers published the
original “Bounds of Advocacy” in 1991 and revised it in 2002. The
Florida Bar Family Law Section the same year formed a committee to
adapt the guide to Florida law and practice, and the section published “Bounds of Advocacy
Goals for Family Lawyers in Florida” in 2004. The newly released version is an update from
the 2004 Florida publication.
The “Bounds” has been an invaluable part of my family law practice. I remember receiving
a copy of the original publication when I first started into private practice. It was such an incredible resource to me that I knew that I wanted to ensure that a revision of the publication
was a primary goal of the section. With the vast changes in technology, ethics and the law
since its original publication, revisions were necessary to once again make the publication a
key document for family law practitioners or any attorney that is addressing a family law issue.
To that end, I created the Family Law Section Ad Hoc Bounds of Advocacy Committee to
update the guide to reflect recent and significant changes that impact the practice of Florida
family law. The committee—active and retired members of the judiciary and some of Florida’s
most experienced family lawyers and professionals—revised the guide to capture not only
changes in marital and family law, but in ethics, professionalism, social media and technology.
The Florida Bar Family Law Section offers the “Bounds of Advocacy” at no charge; it is
available to download from the section’s website at http://familylawfla.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Fla-Bar-Magazine_5-18_text_final_electronic-version.pdf. If you practice family
law, I highly recommend that you take advantage of this excellent professionalism resource.
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100% Club 2018-2019
ABN Law

Kotler Law Firm, P.L.

Arlene F. Austin, P.A.

Lanier & Deifik, P. A.

Law Office of Albert Batista

John L. Licciardi

Blount Law, PL

Laird A. Lile, PLLC

Beverly L. Brennan, P.A.

Livingston Loeffler, P.A.

Brennan, Manna & Diamond, P.L.

Long & Alguadich, PLLC

S. Dresden Brunner, P.A.

Marshall Law Office

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.

Stephen D. McCann, P.A.

Law Offices of Mark A. Casassa

The Law Offices of Neil Morales, P.A.

Cenecharles Law Office

Patrick Neale & Associates

Law Office of James W. Chandler, P.A.

Nulman Mediation Services, Inc.

Cheffy Passidomo

Antonio J. Perez-Benitoa, P.A.

Mark B. Cohn, P.A.

Quarles & Brady, LLP

Coleman Hazzard Taylor Klaus Doupé & Diaz, P.A.

Roetzel & Andress, LPA

Dal Lago Law

Robins Kaplan LLP

Tara Miller Dane Mediation Services

Law Office of Sam J. Saad, III

Dunwody White & Landon, P.A.

Salvatori Law Office, PLLC

Family First Legal Group

Seidensticker & San Filippo, LLC

Fuller Law and Counseling, P.C.

Silverio & Hall, P.A.

Goodwin Law, P.A.

Michael Sterlace, Attorney at Law

Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.

Haller Law, PLLC

Tarnow & Associates Family Lawyers, PLLC

Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, PA

Thompson Lewis Law Firm, PLLC

Law Office of Kevyn Noonan Hayes, P.A.

Threlkeld & Cetrangelo, P.A.

Jaime Hewitt, P.A.

Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez

The Law Offices of John F. Hooley, P.A.

Weldon & Rothman, PL

Richard Johnston Law

Wilson & Johnson

The Kelleher Firm

Woods, Weidenmiller, Michetti & Rudnick

Kelly, Passidomo & Alba, LLP

Brian D. Zinn, LLC
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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PERSONAL INJURY & EMPLOYMENT LAW

COURT REPORTING
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

Silverio & Hall
professional association
attorneys at law

FOCUSING ON FAMILY LAW

225 EIGHTH STREET SOUTH
NAPLES, FLORIDA 34102
239-649-1001

CRIMINAL DEFENSE & PERSONAL INJURY

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

CYBER SECURITY
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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Edward K. Cheffy

Board Certified in Civil Trial
Board Certified in Business Litigation

Clay C. Brooker

Board Certified in City, County,
and Local Government Law

John M. Passidomo

Board Certified in Real Estate

Andrew H. Reiss

Board Certified in Business Litigation

John D. Kehoe

Board Certified in Civil Trial

William J. Dempsey

Board Certified in Real Estate

Louis D. D’Agostino

Board Certified in Appellate Practice

Nicholas P. Mizell
Business Litigation

David A. Zulian

Board Certified in Construction Law

Debbie S. Crockett

Construction and Insurance Litigation

821 Fifth Avenue South
Naples, Florida 34102
___________

Brian J. Thanasiu

Board Certified in Real Estate

Jennifer C. Juchnowicz
Real Estate

George L. Varnadoe
Of Counsel

4100 W. Kennedy Boulevard
Suite 335
Tampa, Florida 33609
___________
www.napleslaw.com

Proud to serve as a Platinum Sponsor for the Collier County Bar Association
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PROUDLY
SERVING

the legal needs of individuals and
businesses in Southwest Florida.

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored

HAHN LOESER & PARKS LLP | hahnlaw.com

NAPLES | 5811 Pelican Bay Blvd | Suite 650 | 239.254.2900
FORT MYERS | 2400 First St | Suite 300 | 239.337.6700

CLEVELAND | COLUMBUS | NAPLES | FORT MYERS | SAN DIEGO | CHICAGO

5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com

ESTATE & PROBATE LIGITATION
ESTATE & PRO B ATE LI TI G ATI O N

At the crossroads of conflict and
estate and trust litigation
Settling an estate can be complicated—especially if it is contested and
litigation becomes necessary. We represent clients with cases brought
to us solely for representation in matters such as breach of fiduciary
duty, tortious interference with inheritance, undue influence, contested
guardianship, incapacity, and others. Let us be your partner for estate
and trust litigation. For more information, contact Eric Gurgold, Esquire,
Practice Chair, at eric.gurgold@henlaw.com.

Helping Communities, Businesses and Individuals Since 1924.

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100

© Henderson Franklin Starnes & Holt, P.A.
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Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Naples
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WORKPLACE INVESTIGATIONS

Sproat Workplace Investigations
The employment law firm dedicated to responsible fact-finding.

We conduct thorough, timely and unbiased workplace
investigations for employers and their counsel.
SWI is a law firm exclusively dedicated to empowering
you and your clients to make sound workplace decisions.
Workplace Investigations • Investigation Consulting
Investigation Training • Courtroom Testimony

239.676.0200 • VSproat@SWInvestigations.com

SWInvestigations.com

Vicki Sproat, Attorney

PUBLIC LAW
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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Collier County Bar Association

Collier County Bar Foundation
Lawyers Giving Back

1948 - 2018

2019 Annual Sponsors
2019 CCBA SPONSORS
Platinum
Blount Mediation Services
Cheffy Passidomo, PA.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Roetzel & Andress
Gold
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus, Doupe & Diaz
Grant, Fridkin, Pearson, P.A.
The Kelleher Firm, PA
Silver
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Element Technologies, LLC
Law Office of Donald P. Day
Doyle Conflict Resolution, Inc.
Element Technologies, LLC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks LLP
McLaughlin & Stern, LLP
Quarles & Brady, LLP
Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
The Law Office of Tammy Strohl, PA
Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Wilson & Johnson
Bronze
Akerman LLP
Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.
Dal Lago Law
Marshall Law Office
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
Robins Kaplan LLP
Trust and Estate Section of the CCBA
Weldon & Rothman, PL
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2019 FOUNDATION SPONSORS
Platinum
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Gold
Grant, Fridkin, Pearson, P.A.
Silver
Hahn Loeser & Parks, LLP
Edward L. Larsen, Esq.
Bronze
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, PA
Hazzard Mediation & Arbitration
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
Weldon & Rothman, PL
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BANKRUPTCY

BUSINESS LITIGATION

EDWARD L. LARSEN, ESQ.
Counselor at Law

(239) 643-0100

www.EdwardLarsenEsq.com

BUSINESS LITIGATION

Basil L. Bain, Esq. / CPA
Board Certified

Business Litigation Attorney

5057 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, Florida 34113
239.434.2294
blb@bainlawfirm.com
bainlawfirm.com
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THE BAIN LAW FIRM P.L.
• Complex Business & Commercial Litigation
• Probate, Estate & Trust Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation
• Personal Injury Litigation
• Representation in Trials and Appeals
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

Proud to serve as a

Gold Sponsor
of the

Collier County Bar Association

www.CHTLegal.com

239·298-5200

3003 Tamiami Trail N. Ste. 402
Naples, Florida

So much more than a law firm.
Our success is your success.
That’s why our attorneys are more
than legal counsel.
We’re legal and business advisors
focused on building relationships
and solutions.
We combine the strategy of business
and law to deliver value.

Marshall P. Bender
Henry C. Cohen
Michael Dana
Christopher N. Davies
Joshua A. Hajek
Alan F. Hilfiker
Jason Hunter Korn
Rebeca F. Linz
Rachael S. Loukonen

John E. Lyncheski
Lorna A. McGeorge
Felix Mehler
Hugh W. Nevin, Jr.
Eric S. Olson
Kelley Geraghy Price
Richard D. Rosen
Susan Nesbet-Sikuta
Andew I. Solis

239-390-1900 ■ www.cohenlaw.com ■ Southwest Florida
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about Cohen & Grigsby’s qualifications and experience.
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May your troubles be less and
your blessings be more, and
nothing but happiness come
through your door.
Traditional Irish blessing

Photo of the Cliffs of Moher, County Clare, Ireland
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