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Where in the World?
Do you have an interesting photo that would make a great cover
for the Adverse Witness? This year, each issue of the Adverse
Witness will feature a picture of some interesting or unique place,
as photographed by a CCBA member or affiliate. If you have a
picture that you’d like to submit for consideration as cover art
for the next issue of the Adverse Witness, please forward a JPG
image to Lisa Mead lmead@colliercountybar.org or Marc Huling
at mhuling@ralaw.com, along with a brief description of the place
depicted in your photo. If your photo is selected, you’ll receive a
shout out in the Adverse Witness. This month’s photo is a shot of
a dogwood in bloom at the Augusta National Golf Club submitted
by Marc Huling.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Tamara L. Nicola, Esq.

I’m ready!
I received the email the other day from Lisa Mead that my President’s message is due in
a few days. I really thought I had more time. Am I ready for this, I asked myself? Can I
step into the really big shoes of all of those who have come before me? What is my plan?
I have thought long and hard about all of those questions and I realize, as I write this,
that I am ready to be the President of the Collier County Bar Association. Being on
the Board all of these years, and growing and learning with everyone who has been with
me along the way, has prepared me for the role I am enthusiastically ready to tackle.
I started out this year, as the Collier County Bar Foundation President, really worrying
about the role and how I was going to handle the public speaking aspect of it. Although
I have been a trial lawyer for my entire career, I have never been comfortable speaking
to a crowd of my peers. Addressing a jury, or making an argument to the Judge, has
never felt the same as standing in front of an audience. When Jeanne Seewald handed
the reins over to me last year to step into the role as the Foundation President, all I
could think about was how I was going to be able to get through it. Jeanne said to me
“don’t worry, you’ll be fine”.
As the year went on, and as I got to know Jeanne and the other members of the Board,
I came to realize that we all have our anxieties and our concerns, not only with how we
perceive ourselves but how we believe others perceive us. After many bar functions,
where I felt I struggled or stammered through those luncheons (and events), I realized
that my own worst enemy at these events was myself. It’s bad enough to analyze all of
my flaws after I have just tried a case but then I realized that I was doing the same thing
after every bar event! Did I leave someone out? Did I pronounce his name wrong? Uh
oh – I forgot to thank our sponsors. Did I sound ok? What I meant to say just didn’t
come out that way…what if I offended someone?

“... we all have
our anxieties and
our concerns,
not only with
how we perceive
ourselves but
how we believe
others perceive
us.”

When I finally came to realize this, I have started to relax and enjoy the events, even
if they did not go as planned. Having learned from those who came before me in this
position, my goal is to just be myself and to add my own personal touch to my Presidency
with the Collier County Bar Association. All of us are individuals who have thoughts,
ideas and opinions and I think it is good to have different personalities, and different
ideas, with the changing of the leadership in the bar.
I am very excited to work with my incoming Board of Directors: Carlo Zampogna, Andy
Solis, Travis Hayes, Beverly Brennan, Damian Taylor, Rich Montecalvo and Kim Spiker.
Our Executive Board consists of Marc Huling (Secretary), John T. Cardillo (Treasurer),
Sonia Diaz (President-Elect) and Jeanne Seewald (Past President). This board, together
with our Executive Director, Lisa Mead, Hilda Taylor and Julianne Gilmore, will work
together to create a fantastic year in 2013. Starling Hendriks and Maggie McMorrow,
are leaving the board this year. Their devotion and their service to the Board has always
been above and beyond what is asked of them. Their presence on the Board, and their
guidance and support, will be sorely missed.
I hope everyone has a great summer. As we move into the summer, we are gearing up
to get renewals underway and to start planning for the upcoming year. If you have any
suggestions on how we can make the Bar Association better, please feel free to contact
me. I look forward to a fun and exciting 2013.
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Barrister’s Bash recap

Legal Aid Service of Collier
County is committed to working
alongside the private bar and
membership of CCBA to make
the Collier Lawyers Care pro
bono attorney program the best
of its kind in the State of Florida.
Two immediate goals they want
to achieve are increasing the
number of pro bono volunteer
attorneys in the CLC program,
and expanding public awareness
about CLC and the impact Legal
Aid Service of Collier County
has on the community by offering free civil legal services to
the underserved population of
Collier County. To learn more
about LASCC and Collier Lawyers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A.
Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at
(239) 298-8143; email khache@
legalaid.org.

The 2013 Barrister’s Bash event was a ‘record breaker’ across the board! The ballroom at
the Hilton, which holds 300 patrons, was completely sold out. The ‘Bash’ raised just under
$75,000 in 2013 – record revenue by far, and a 37% increase over the 2012 event. Legal
Aid Service of Collier County sincerely thanks each and every patron, sponsor, donor and
volunteer for your amazing generosity this year!
The 2013 Barrister’s Bash Steering Committee did an outstanding job – and we thank the
following members for all their efforts: Kelley Price, Lisa Mead, Jennifer Nackley, Maggie
McMorrow, Beverly Brennan, Nancy Randall, Pat Neale, Pieter Van Dien, Reuben Doupe,
Shelley Perry, Brandy Woodson, Hilda Taylor, Julianne Gilmore, Christi Lunsford, Rachel
Kerlek, Kim Spiker, Stephanie Hood, Penny Taylor, Carol O’Callaghan, Karynn Cavero, Tiffany
Julian and Karenin Hache. A special thanks also to pro bono donors Robert Boni of United
Sound & Video LLC (video production) and Penny Taylor of Penny Taylor Photography
(event photography).
Legal Aid would also like to thank the following individuals for their wonderful support of
the 2013 Barrister’s Bash: Honorary Chairman of the Barrister’s Bash J. Dudley Goodlette,
Master of Ceremonies Stacey Deffenbaugh (NBC 2 TV) and Live Auctioneer Bill Barnett
(Naples City Councilman and former Mayor). A special thanks also to the following members
of the Judiciary who attended the ‘Bash’ in 2013 – Circuit Court Judges, 20th Judicial Circuit,
Hon. Christine Greider (Administrative Judge), Hon. Hugh Hayes, Hon. Elizabeth Krier, Hon.
Frederick Hardt; County Court Judge, Hon. Janeice Martin, Collier County Magistrates, Hon.
Maria Dente and Hon. Amy Ellis, and Glades County Magistrate, Hon. Edward Larsen. Many
thanks to all the dignitaries in attendance this year, including Collier County Commissioner
Georgia Hiller (Chairwoman), Chief Michael Hedberg of the Collier County Sheriff’s Office,
and Councilman Bill Barnett, Naples City Council.
Legal Aid is grateful for all of our generous sponsors, including Title Sponsor, BMO Harris
Bank. The following is a list of all the sponsors of the 2013 Barrister’s Bash event:
Title Sponsor
BMO Bank
Visionary Level
Musca Law
Ambassador Level Sponsor
Quarles & Brady
Leadership Level Sponsors
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks LLP
Huntington Wealth Advisors
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist
Real Estate Section of
the Collier County Bar
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Bond Schoeneck & King
Partner Level Sponsors
Grant Fridkin Pearson
Anonymous
Northern Trust
Silverio & Hall, PA
The Boatman Law Firm, PA
Naples Trust Company
continued on page 11
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Hilda Taylor.
Phone: 239-252-8250
htaylor@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

JULY
4-5 CCBA Offices Closed for the Holiday
20 CCBA Offices Closed for
Florida Bar Conference
23 E-Service Seminar
Courthouse – 6th floor Training Room
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast provided; Staff welcome
$15 per person

31 Seminar: The New Expert Witness
Standard (see ad below)
Sponsored by the Trial Law Section
and ABOTA
1:30 p.m.
Norris Center
Trial Law and ABOTA Members
$30; Non-Members - $35

AUGUST
Event Policy

There are no events scheduled for August at this time. Look for email updates later
in the summer.

It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to
the event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days
prior to an event. If a
member cancels the day
before, or the day of an
event, a refund will not be
issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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FROM THE FRYE-IN’ PAN TO THE DAUBERT FIRE
A Sea Change in Trial Practice Requirements
The Trial Lawyers Section of the Collier County Bar and the local chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) announce their jointly sponsored seminar on the
new Florida legislation adopting the Daubert standard for expert testimony. As of July
1st, 2013 the Florida Legislature NEW STATUTE goes into effect, replacing the previously applicable Frye Standard with the Federal standard of Daubert.
DO YOU KNOW YOUR DAUBERT? DO YOU KNOW THAT YOU MAY NEED TO
REQUALIFY YOUR EXPERT WITNESS WHO HAS GIVEN A DEPOSITION IN YOUR
PENDING CASE? DO YOU KNOW WHAT PRETRIAL REQUIREMENTS ARE PRESENTED BY THE DAUBERT STATUTE? DO YOU KNOW DAUBERT APPLIES TO
ALL EXPERT TESTIMONY EVEN IN CRIMINAL AND FAMILY LAW MATTERS?
Our speakers include Andy Reiss, Jeff Fridkin, Sharon Hanlon, Eric Vasquez, Mike
McDonnell and Don Day among others. There will be a judicial panel of local judges to
discuss what they will expect from us regarding Daubert.
The cost is a modest $35 per person. Members of the Trial Law Section and ABOTA
are eligible a discounted registration of $30 per person. Refreshments will be served.
The Seminar will last from 1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. on July 31, 2013 and will be held at
the Norris Center Auditorium, 755 8th Avenue South, Naples. Wi-fi will be available
throughout the event.
Members of the CCBA can register on their website at www.colliercountybar.org. All
others can contact Hilda Taylor at htaylor@colliercountybar.org or 239-252-8250.

Page 5

DIRECTORS’ CORNER
Meet your new Executive Committee
Tami Nicola, President
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your Collier County Bar
President and I am looking forward to it. This year, I will continue to
promote the programs, luncheons and social engagements already
established and hope to add my own personal touch to some new
events. Together with our fantastic board and our wonderful staff,
which includes our Executive Director, Lisa Mead, together with
Hilda Taylor and Julianne Gilmore, I believe we will have a fabulous
year. If you have any thoughts or suggestions about things that I, as
President, can do to make an already great Bar Association any better, more fun or to add something of interest, please let me know.
Sonia Diaz, President-Elect of the Collier County Bar Association
and President of the Collier County Bar Foundation
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as the PresidentElect of the Collier County Bar Association and President of the Collier County Bar Foundation. As President-Elect of the Collier County Bar Association, I will be responsible for selecting and scheduling
speakers for our monthly luncheons. If you have any suggestions for
a dynamic speaker or interesting topic, please contact me.
As President of the Foundation, I will work with the Foundation
Board to promote the Foundation and its mission, and plan various
fundraising events. Foundation events are a fun way for our Members to spend time together while contributing to the community.
We can always use ideas for fundraisers and worthy recipients of the
funds generated by Foundation events. I look forward to serving in
both of these roles and to a great upcoming year.
John T. Cardillo, Treasurer
As the Treasurer of the CCBA and Foundation, my official duties include overseeing our financial affairs, monitoring the bank accounts,
presenting monthly accountings to the Board of Directors, and performing all other duties typically associated with the role of Treasurer. I look forward to serving as Treasurer of your Bar Association.

Marc Huling, Secretary
As the secretary of the bar association, my main job is to serve as the
editor of the Adverse Witness monthly publication. Our members
and judiciary provide the content and I invite you to submit an article
on any topic that might be of interest to our members. Please email
submissions to me at mhuling@ralaw.com and also let me know if you
have any questions or suggestions that might improve the quality of
our magazine. Thank you for allowing me to serve as an officer of
your bar association.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Scott Rowland, Esq.

The “alimony reform bill” that almost became law
Earlier this year both houses of the Florida Legislature passed a bill that came to be referred to by its proponents as the “alimony reform bill”. Despite passing by a large margin
in both houses, the alimony reform bill was ultimately vetoed by the Governor. Not dissuaded by the defeat, the supporters of the alimony reform bill have pledged to keep trying to push for changes to Florida’s alimony laws. Given that the changes contained in the
bill are likely to be proposed again, it may be helpful to be aware of the sweeping changes
that almost became law.
The change that brought the most media attention to the bill was the elimination of permanent alimony. While the elimination of permanent alimony would have been significant, it
was just one of many changes the alimony reform bill would have brought. The bill would
have limited the duration of alimony awards, created percentage caps on the amount of
a spouse’s income that could be awarded as alimony, and revised the way in which the
courts would be required to analyze the needs of a spouse in determining the amount of
alimony to be awarded. The bill would have also significantly changed the law with regard
to divorcing couples with children by establishing a presumption of equal time-sharing for
both parents.
The elimination of permanent alimony would have left the following forms of alimony:
Bridge-the-gap (alimony for 2 years max.); rehabilitative (alimony for obtaining education/vocational training); and durational (alimony for a set term of years). Although the
length of bridge-the-gap alimony would have remained the same, the term for durational
alimony would have been reduced from its current limitation, the length of the marriage,
to an amount of time not to exceed 50% of the length of the marriage. For example, the
durational alimony term for a 14 year marriage would currently not exceed 14 years. Under
the bill, it would have been reduced to a presumed maximum of 7 years.
Percentage caps on the amount of alimony that could be awarded by the court would have
been established. In a short-term marriage (redefined as 0-11 years) the monthly alimony
award would have been limited to 25% of the payor’s gross monthly income. In a mid-term
marriage (redefined as 11-19 years) the alimony payment would have been limited to 35%
of the payor’s gross monthly income. In the case of a long-term marriage (redefined as 20
years or more) the percentage was capped at 38% of the payor’s gross monthly income.
Perhaps most surprising about the alimony reform bill, and a likely reason for its veto, was
that the changes related to alimony were to apply retroactively. This retroactive application was to occur regardless of whether the matter was settled by the parties or decided
by the court. Many recipients of alimony who thought their cases were final years ago
could have suddenly have found themselves faced with the complete termination of their
alimony payments. In addition, the bill allowed for the modification/termination of certain
alimony awards that exceeded the length of the marriage even though they were not permanent in nature. For example, if the parties to a 14 year marriage entered into a settlement agreement for alimony that exceeded 7 years the payor would have been able to
have the alimony shortened to 7 years. In those cases where the payor had already made
alimony payments for a period of time that exceeded 50% of the length of the marriage,
the alimony was likely subject to termination. Only settlement agreements that specifically
provided that the alimony was non-modifiable would have been excluded from the application of the alimony reform statute.
Imputation of income to an unemployed spouse would have also changed under the alimony reform bill. The bill would have required the court to impute income to an unemployed
spouse at a percentage of their prior income based on the length of time that they had
continued page 11
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
ATTORNEY SOUGHT: Bond Schoeneck &
King is seeking a staff attorney for its Banking Department. The position is a hybrid
between a paralegal and an associate. An
opportunity for advancement to associate
rank exists. The ideal candidate will have in
excess of one year in practice, preferably
in litigation. The qualities we are seeking
include independent thinking, the ability to
work with a team as the junior member, the
personality to coordinate activities with our
client’s staff; and, the intellectual energy to
make the Firm’s investment in mentoring

worthwhile. Please email your resume to
Gail Grygiel at ggrygiel@bsk.com.
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and
other professional (1) with one executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices
in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport
Road, Naples, FL. Space for an assistant,
shared conference room with law library
and shared kitchen is included in rent of
$700 per month. Call Rob or Kathy at 239593-1444.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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W. David Shearer, a civil trial attorney with
38 years of experience, has opened a new
mediation office in Naples, Florida. He will
be serving clients throughout Southwest
Florida as a Qualified Arbitrator and Certified Civil and Family Mediator. In addition
to his experience as an attorney in Kentucky,
Mr. Shearer also enjoyed a professional career as an entrepreneur, accountant and
CEO and President of a small energy company. Shearer is a member of the Collier
County Bar and specializes in alternative
dispute resolution in the areas of Family,
Divorce, Personal Injury Law, Negligence,
Malpractice, Corporate, Contract, Employment and Equine. W. David Shearer can
be reached at 239-775-0967 or through his
website: www.FLArbitratorMediator.com.
Laird A. Lile was a featured speaker during
a recent statewide webcast for The Florida
Bar titled “What Every Lawyer Needs to
Know about E-Filing and E-Service.” The
CLE program was available to all members
of The Florida Bar and was sponsored by
the Real Property, Probate and Tax Law
Section of the bar. The content addressed
the implementation of Florida Supreme
Court-mandated guidelines and deadlines
for e-filing in court matters and e-service
for court proceedings. A member of the
Board of Governors for The Florida Bar, Lile
was appointed by the chief justice to the

Supreme Court’s Florida Courts Technology Commission, which is overseeing the
technological overhaul of the state’s courts.
Lile is certified by The Florida Bar in Wills,
Trusts and Estates and is the immediate
past state chair and a Fellow in the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel.
Laird A. Lile, P.A. offers legal counsel on
estate- and trust-related matters, including
estate planning, estate and trust administration, probate-related litigation and tax
matters. The firm’s office is located at 3033
Riviera Drive, Suite 104, in Naples. For more
information, call 239-649-7778 or visit www.
LairdALile.com.
The new firm, Rhodes Tucker Garretson
& Phoenix Chartered, will be known as
“Rhodes Tucker.” The merger of our two
prominent law firms offers expanded, multidimensional professional legal services.
The merged firm blends the successful Real
Estate, Estate Planning, Probate and Mediation practices of the Rhodes, Tucker &
Garretson firm [www.marcolawfirm.com]
with the Real Estate, Litigation, Restructuring and Corporate practices of Phoenix,
File & Pagidipati PLLC [www.phoenixfile.
com] effective June 1, 2013. Offices are located in Naples, Fort Myers and Sanibel.
continued on page 12
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Marc Huling, Esq.

A look back at the notable statewide history of the
Collier County Bar Association
The Collier County Bar has received numerous statewide awards over the years. Several
of our lawyers have received pro bono service of the year awards for the 20th Circuit at
the Supreme Court’s pro bono ceremony; and one lawyer, John Passidomo, received it
twice. The Collier County Bar has won the Supreme Court’s award as the outstanding
bar for pro bono statewide. Moreover, as far back as 1976 the Collier County Bar, then
quite small, won the outstanding bar association award among all small bars statewide,
winning all four categories for performance and projects. In 1976, the Naples Daily News
wrote about the accomplishments, and the article is reproduced below.
The Collier County Bar Association’s efforts to provide greater service to the community
during the past year have paid off with its sweep of four top awards in competition with
other local bar associations in the state.
The Collier County attorney group won more awards than any other local bar association
in the state, the Florida Bar announced Monday. It won first place in four different categories: general excellence, special projects, legal forums and newsletters.
“As immodest as it may sound, I really am proud. Honest to God, I am so proud of our bar
association it makes me smile every time I even think about it,” said John P. Cardillo, the
local association’s president.
Cardillo will pick up the awards - one plaque for each category - at the state group’s annual convention at Disney World this week.
Local bar associations each year compete with each other for the honors. The competition is keen.
Judges before whom the members of the 90-member local bar practice had words of
praise for the award sweep:
Circuit Judge Charles T. Carlton: “I have the pleasure of knowing most of the members
of the bar and I find them to be a group that is energetic, thorough and well dedicated to
the law. These awards are something they deserve.”
County Court Judge Thomas T. Trettis, Jr.: “I think this is a tribute to John Cardillo and all
the members of the bar that participated in these projects.”
County Court Judge Richard M. Stanley: “I am not at all surprised they won all these
awards. We have an outstanding bar here with outstanding leaders, able officers and fine
programs. I am sure they will continue to win more awards in the future.”
Cardillo, under whose administration the programs were conducted or initiated, outlined
the programs that brought the awards in each category:
Special Projects Award. The bar association conducted two seminars during the year in
probate matters and real estate law. Members of the community interested in each area
were invited to attend and participate. He said attorney Oliver A. Grootemaat spearheaded the seminars and was aided by attorneys J. Dudley Goodlette, Fred L. Gillette Jr.
and Mrs. Wilma Bethea of the county legal secretaries association.
Legal Forums Award. This was for a weekly cable television show presented live with
each program featuring two different attorneys discussing their specialties for the public.
Newsletter Award. The newsletter, instead of being filled with trivial material disseminated information lawyers needed to know, but wasn’t readily available to all of them, he
said. Attorney Ronald C. Hogue was in charge of the program.
See “Bar History,” on page 12
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100 Lawyers Giving Back
The Collier
County Bar
Foundation …
The Collier

The
Collier
County
County
Bar
Bar Lawyers
Foundation
Foundation
…
is
Giving

Lawyers
Back
Lawyers
Giving
Giving
Back
For information on how
Back
can
help visit: on
Foryou
information
www.colliercountybar.org

how you can help,
visit our website.

www.colliercountybar.org

For information on how
you can help visit:
www.colliercountybar.org

The purposes of the Collier
County Bar Foundation are:
Provide funding for qualified individuals for
law-related activities.
Encourage and promote education and
community awareness of the law.
Pursue and participate in charitable
endeavors benefiting youth and underprivileged populations in Southwest Florida.
Did you know?
The Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization.
The Foundation hosts events throughout
the year to raise funds in support of legal
education and local charities.
The Foundation works with other local
organizations such as the Collier County
Public Schools and Legal Aid.
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Erica Airsman
Anonymous
Basil Bain
Glenn Ballenger
Raymond Bass
Victor Bayata
Jerry Berry
Christopher Bray
Lauren Brodie
David Budd
John J. Cassidy, Jr.
Edward Cheffy
Mary Beth Clary
John C. Clough
Henry Cohen
Kevin G. Coleman
Kristin M. Conroy
Michael Corso
Kevin Crews
Donald Day
Celia E. Deifik
Kevin Denti
Sonia Diaz
Robin Doyle
Lawrence Farese
Aaron Farmer
Michael Feldman
Ann Frank
Yale Freeman
Thomas Garlick
D. Fred Garner
Nicole L. Goetz
Thomas A. Graham, III
Robert B. Graziano
Robert R. Hagaman
Timothy G. Hains
Sharon Hanlon
Frederick Hardt
Hugh Hayes
Travis Hayes
Susan Healy
Starling Hendriks
Gregory Holtz
Henry Paul Johnson
F. Edward Johnson

John Kehoe
Thad Kirkpatrick
Jason H. Korn
A. Stephen Kotler
Andrew Krause
Suzanne D. Lanier
Edward L. Larsen.
Rachael Loukonen
Thomas E. Maloney
Michael McDonnell
G. Carson McEachern
Shannon McFee
Roger G. McMorrow
Maggie McMorrow
David Mourick
William Myers
Tamara Nicola
Jeff Novatt
James Nulman
Jim O’Leary
John Passidomo
Kathleen Passidomo
James Pilon
Michael Raheb
Cathy Reiman
Bardley Rothman
Joshua D. Rudnick
N. Paul San Filippo
Jeanne Seewald
Wayde P. Seidensticker
Mark Slack
Andrew Solis
Kim Spiker
Randall Spivey
Guichard St. Surin
Robert J. Stommel
Herman H. Tarnow
Rebecca Vaccariello
Eric J. Vasquez
Christopher Vernon
Patrick Weber
Richard Weldon, II
Ted Wolfendale
Edward E. Wollman
Rebecca Zung-Clough
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Legal Aid Notes continued from page 4
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP
Salvatori, Wood & Buckel
Vernon Healey
Advocate Level Sponsors ($500)
First National Bank of the Gulf Coast
Yale T. Freeman
Shawn Seliger
U.S. Legal Support
Tarnow Law Firm
The Bain Law Firm P.L.
Law Office of Pieter Van Dien, P.A.
Fann & Petruccelli, P.A.
McDonnell Trial Law
Harter Secrest & Emery, LLP
Greg Holtz
Markham Norton Mosteller & Wright
Goldman Felcoski & Stone
Rebecca Zung-Clough, PLLC
Ave Maria School of Law
Veritext
Law Offices of Eric J. Vasquez
The McMorrow Law Firm, P.A.
Zelman & Hanlon, PA
Beverly L. Brennan, P.A.
West, a Thomson Reuters business
Woods, Weidenmiller & Michetti, P.L.
Law Offices of Michelle L. Hill
Friend Level
Stephany Carr, Esq.
Nulman Mediation / Jim Nulman, Esq.
Sam Saad, III, Esq.
Legal Aid is also deeply grateful to the following donors to our
‘live auction’ in 2013: Nancy Randall; Hamilton Harbor Yacht Club;
Pure Naples; Empire Gems; Blue Martini; Chef Brian Roland;
Collier County Sheriff Kevin Rambosk and the Collier County
Sheriff’s Office; Total Wine of Naples; Mangrove Outfitters;
and Michael Biondo of Michael Biondo Lifestyle Design. For
a complete listing of all donors, including silent auction donors
for 2013, visit Legal Aid’s website at www.legalaid.org/Collier
and visit Legal Aid’s Facebook page. Pictures and videos from
the event have been uploaded – please visit our sites to check
them out! Congratulations once again to all our award winners
– and thanks to everyone who supported the 2013 Barrister’s
Bash event! Legal Aid handed over 2,100 cases in 2012, and

supporting Legal Aid through the Barrister’s Bash each year
is an important way to support our mission to provide high
quality, free civil legal services to the low-income population in
Collier County on matters of life changing significance to these
residents of Collier County.
Legal Aid thanks the Young Lawyers Division
Legal Aid would like to thank the Young Lawyers Division of
the Collier County Bar Association for generously donating the
proceeds from the YLD’s Bowling Tournament this year to Legal
Aid. The Bowling Tournament raised approximately $3,000,
and was held on Saturday, April 20, 2013. Congratulations to
the YLD on this very successful event - and sincerest thanks to
all the members, patrons and sponsors!

Alimony reform bill

continued from page 7

been unemployed at the time of the filing of the divorce action. The amount of prior income to be imputed ranged from
90%, if unemployed for less than a year before the divorce
action, down to 40% of the prior income for a spouse who
was unemployed for at least 5 years prior to the filing of the
divorce action. If a spouse claimed that they were unable to
earn the amount presumed by the statute the burden would
be on them to prove that the imputed amount of income could
not be earned through reasonable means.
Finally, the bill would have established a presumption of equal
time-sharing of children for divorcing parents. Equal timesharing would be the rule, unless the court found that the
child would be endangered, a parent was incarcerated, there
was evidence of domestic violence or a parent did not want
equal time-sharing for themselves. Otherwise, the party opposing equal time-sharing would be required to prove by clear
and convincing evidence that there were extenuating circumstances that justified something other than equal time-sharing.
This presumption and high standard of proof would have resulted in equal time-sharing in the majority of cases.
It would appear that there is a good chance that some of the
changes contained in the alimony reform bill will become law
in the future. With that possibility in mind it may be a good
practice to include a non-modification provision, or limitations
on modification in any agreement that involves alimony for a
duration that is shorter than permanent. If the agreement is intended to be final and non-modifiable, as it relates to alimony,
it should be expressly stated. That non-modification provision
may be your client’s only protection from the next alimony reform bill.
Scott C. Rowland, Esq., is a member of the law firm of Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A., with a practice focusing primarily
in family law, including, alimony, divorce, child support, child
custody & timesharing issues, relocation, paternity, post judgment support enforcement & modification. Mr. Rowland is a
past chairman of the Family Law and Young Lawyers Sections
of the Collier County Bar.

Adverse Witness, July/August 2013

Page 11

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Theodore R. Walters has joined Porter Wright’s Naples office as a partner in the firm’s Corporate Department. With
20 years of legal experience, Walters is a transactional real
estate and trial lawyer with a background in banking, lending
and general corporate matters. He is also board certified by
The Florida Bar as a specialist in International Law. Prior to
joining private practice, Walters served as General Counsel
for a major international bank in South Florida for over a decade. Walters is a Florida Civil Law Notary, enabling him to
authenticate documents for international transactions. He is
fluent in German, and proficient in French and Spanish.
The Law Offices of Eric J. Vasquez is pleased to announce
that Megan E. Richards, Esq. has become an associate with
the firm. Practice areas for the firm include, commercial litigation, employment law, professional licensure representation and catastrophic bodily injury representation.
Attorney Eleanor W. Taft has joined the law firm of Woodward, Pires & Lombardo, P.A. Specializing in real estate and
commercial law, strategic planning and corporate governance, Taft is a Qualified Florida Arbitrator and a member
of the executive committee for the Real Property, Probate &
Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar. For more information,
visit www.WPL-legal.com or call 239- 649-6555.
Anthony R. McClure, a partner in Porter Wright’s Litigation
Department resident in the firm’s Naples office, recently was
admitted to The Florida Bar. McClure has assisted clients
in matters including complex commercial litigation disputes,
contractual and mortgage disputes, tort litigation, administrative appeals, legal malpractice and environmental litigation.
McClure is an Editorial Board Member with Litigation News,
a publication of the American Bar Association.

Bar History continued from page 9
General Excellence Award. Cardillo said he is most proud of
this award because it reflects all the association’s efforts to
the public through lawyers and directly to the public. “To me,
this award is the best recognition of our efforts,” he said. In
addition to the programs cited in the other awards, he said
this category included the bar’s efforts to establish a foster
home for boys, its members working in a voluntary legal aid
program, its taking public positions on legal issues such as
malpractice and its management of the public’s law library in
the courthouse.
Goodlette, who becomes president of the local bar association later this month, said he is proud of the association and
hopes to be able to continue its successful programs.
“My intent is to carry on the same good projects already started and do more for better rapport between lawyers and the
public,” he said.
Cardillo praised the bar’s members.
“The nature of these programs was the kind that take the efforts of a lot of people and I happened to be fortunate enough
to be president of an organization that has members willing
to work for their association, their profession and their community,” he said.
According to the Florida Bar, judges for the competition came
from out of state. They were W. Stell Huie, president of the
State Bar of Georgia; Brad Carr, director of public information for the Georgia bar, and Thomas Greaves Jr., president
of the Alabama State Bar.”
--We have a distinguished history of service to the public, innovative programs for our Bar members, and a great reputation statewide. The next time you visit the Bar office check
out the plaque on the wall as you enter commemorating our
awards.

Roetzel is pleased to announce that Christopher D. Donovan
has recently been certified in Appellate Practice by The Florida Bar Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Donovan’s practice focuses on appellate and original jurisdiction proceedings in both state and federal court. His diverse appellate
background includes local-government and administrative
appeals, property and contract disputes, family-law appeals,
and foreclosure-related appeals. He represents a wide range
of industries, including lending institutions, real-estate developers, community associations, and the government and
public sector.
Roetzel is pleased to announce that Sarah Hilbert has joined
the firm’s Naples office as an associate attorney. Ms. Hilbert
practices real estate law with an emphasis on commercial
and residential transactions, distressed real estate and real
estate finance. Her practice also extends to corporate and
business services.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Ted Wolfendale, Esq.

The Purple Ribbon Task Force
The Purple Ribbon Task Force HB 473/SB 682 was enacted to assess the current and future needs of Floridians with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia. The task force was
created to assess gaps in services to persons with ADRD (Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias) and their families. The final report will be presented to Legislators on August
31, 2013. I am the Congressional Appointee for all Adult Day Care Services for the State of
Florida on this task force.
Florida has a disproportionately higher number of persons aged 65 and over who suffer from
Alzheimer’s disease or a related form of dementia than most any other states in the United
States. Approximately 420,000 persons age 65 and older are living with Alzheimer’s disease
in Florida (DOEA, 2012). By the year 2025, data studies suggest that 590,000 Floridians will
be affected (Alzheimer’s Association, 2012).
Family members such as a spouse or close family member provide the majority of care. Most
people believe that Medicare or other insurances will cover most of a loved one’s care, but
unfortunately this is often not the case. And when you consider that 5.4 million people are
living with ADRD in the U.S., and it is estimated that this will cost the nation $203 billion in
2013–and that figure is estimated to rise to $1.2 trillion by 2050–there are strong economic
reasons in addition to fundamentally horrific nature of Alzheimer’s itself, which require us to
do our best to combat this insidious disease.
In Florida, we have established 15 Memory Disorder Centers throughout the State. We have
a tremendous group of researchers who through the establishment of a brain bank, work
toward finding a cure. We have established an Alzheimer’s Medicaid waiver program to address the needs of patients and caregivers. We have created a Florida Silver Alert program
to assist law enforcement personnel in finding lost or wandering cognitively impaired drivers.
We have mandated specific statewide Alzheimer’s training for nurses and caregivers to become more sensitive to understanding and managing the disease with their patients.
As attorneys we are usually not caregivers to Alzheimer’s patients, however we may be called
upon to deal with family members who suffer from dementia, or may have clients who may
be afflicted as the number of people diagnosed with ADRD exponentially increases. In Collier County in 2011, the amount of Alzheimer’s disease age-adjusted death rate 65-85+ was
20.7 percent. (The average rate in Florida was 17.8 percent in 2011). As such, we must become more understanding and knowledgeable as resources for our clients. Even the Federal
Government has initiated a comprehensive Federal Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative plan for
2013 that at one point, mandates continuing education for Attorneys, in addition to the usual
healthcare personnel identified as requiring special education in dealing with cognitively impaired, which we will hear more about in the coming months.
In Florida, The Task force is also examining the Baker Act, and whether alternatives exist to
better ensure, whenever possible, that residents receive “treatment in place” rather than
transferred by involuntary commitment. The Task Force sees opportunities to lessen the
burden on the courts and allow more people to avoid guardianship through better education
on less restrictive alternatives to guardianship.
As attorneys in this field, we can help by creating a greater awareness of powers of attorney,
advance health care directives and other planning, in addition to knowing what resources
may be available in our community.
Ted Wolfendale is a Naples attorney and owns Dial-a-Nurse Home Health Agency, and Nevco
Education. Nevco Education creates educational healthcare training programs that educate
caregivers and staffs in Hospitals, Assisted Living and Nursing Homes throughout the U.S.
For further information, please visit www.dialanurse.com and www.nevcoeducation.com.
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The Investiture of
The Honorable James M. McGarity
April 5, 2013
A large crowd gathered to see Judge Jim McGarity become the newest member of the bench
in a ceremony marked by bagpipes, humor and poignant moments.
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The Young Lawyers Section struck a perfect note with their first bowling tournament. There wasn’t
a lane to spare as the event was very popular. Everyone had a great time and the proceeds from the
event were donated to Legal Aid Services of Collier County. So whether you’re a scratch bowler or
need the bumpers (no judgments!), mark your calendars for next year’s event!

The Young Lawyers Section thanks the generous sponsors who made this event possible.
Bowling Sponsors
Cummings & Lockwood
Roetzel & Andress
Laird A. Lile, PA
Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Southwest Florida Paralegal Association
Trusts & Estates Section of the CCBA

Adverse Witness, July/August 2013

In-Kind Sponsors
Beacon Bowland
Jay Hartington
Kensington Country Club
Legal Aid Services of Collier County
Naples Zoo
The Pub
Sweet Home Chicago Bar and Grill
The Turtle Club
The Wine Loft
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The CCBA
gratefully acknowledges
the generous sponsors who
made this event possible.
GOLD
Ave Maria School of Law
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, PA
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Cohen & Grigsby, PC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Laird A. Lile, PA
Quarles, & Brady, LLP
Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP

SILVER
Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, PA
Edward L. Larsen, Esq, PA
Grant Fridkin Pearson, PA

BRONZE
Berry, Day & McFee, PA
DeLisi & Ghee, Inc.
Gray Robinson, PA
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Silverio & Hall, PA
Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section
of the CCBA
Westlaw
Zelman & Hanlon, PA

Law Week Luncheon - April 12, 2013
The CCBA was fortunate to host Bruce Rogow, an esteemed attorney and professor of
law at Nova Southeastern University, as our keynote speaker. He spoke eloquently of his
involvement in civil rights cases to a mesmerized crowd. Lt. Col. (Ret.) Paul Garrah, a senior
JROTC instructor with the Collier County School System, was the recipient of this year’s
Medal of Honor Award. It was the perfect way to cap this celebration of the rule of law.

Thank you

The CCBA is grateful to our outgoing president, Jeanne Seewald.
Thank you for a wonderful year!
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The Investiture of
The Honorable Lisa S. Porter
April 26, 2013

Judge Lisa S. Porter became the most recent addition to the Circuit Bench for Charlotte
County in a heart-felt and well-attended ceremony at the Lee County Courthouse.
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Please support our advertisers.
They make your newsletter
possible!
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

BANKRUPTCY

Bankruptcy
Bankruptcy Questions?
Questions?

Call 239/732-8722 or e-mail stephany@stephany

Call
239/732-8722
e-mail
Stephany
S. Carr isorBoard
Certified in bot
consumer bankruptcy law by the American Boar
stephany@stephanycarr.com.

since 2000. She is a former Chapter 7 Panel
Middle District of Florida, Fort Myers Division. Sh
Stephany
Carr is Board
practice toS.
bankruptcy
law with over 20 years of e

Certified in both business and consumer
7 and 13Board
- representation
of debtors or
bankruptcy law byChapters
the American
of
Certification since 2000. She is a former
Chapter 11
representation
of creditors
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee
for- the
Middle District
of exclusive
Florida, Fort Myers Division. She has limited her
practice to bankruptcy
lawrelief
with
over
20people
years
ofbankruptcy relief und
We are a debt
agency.
We help
file for
experience.
Chapters 7 and 13 - representation of debtors or
creditors
Chapter 11 - representation of creditors
exclusively
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.
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Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

Cheffy Passidomo
A T T O R N EYS A T L A W

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102
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INSURANCE
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

MORE CLIENTS.
You don’t need a big budget or a big
marketing firm to get big results.

YOU NEED THE PRINT SHOP.
Create your masterpiece
today at theprintshop.tv
Or give us a call today at any of our locations:
Naples 775.3553 Bonita Springs 566.2606 Marco Island 394.0304
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LITIGATION IMAGE SERVICES

Serving Collier and Lee Counties
Pick Up and Delivery Services

Quality Guaranteed

Trial Exhibits

Closed File Imaging

OCR / EDD Services

PDF / TIFF Images

Hard Copies

Oversize Documents

Sequential Bates Numbering

Blowbacks

Color Copies / Images

CD / DVD / VHS Media Services

Jim Yoder 239.649.5155 steellitigation@ymail.com www.steellitigation.com
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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RESEARCH

MEDIATION

OFFICE SPACE
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EDUCATION

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

Immigration Naturalization
and
Deportation Defense
David J. Mourick
Member American Immigration
Lawyers Association
Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law

Over 25 years experience
representing criminal defendants;
and non-citizens in applications for
Permanent Residence, Citizenship,
and Deportation Defense

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A.
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135
Telephone: 239-947-0535

Fax: 239-498-5398

ELDER FAMILY CARE
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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LEGAL NOTICES/ADVERTISING

11/29/2011 1:32:00 PM

Page 29

LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

TIRED OF WAITING FOR
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?
Join the Lawyer Referral Service of Collier County –
and your phone will start ringing!

