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Aerial view of the Pacific side entrance of the Panama Canal, submitted by Marcy Shaw.
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necessary for ships to sail the lengthy Cape Horn route around the southernmost tip of
South America (via the Drake Passage) or to navigate the dangerous waters of the Strait
of Magellan. The current locks are 110 feet (33.5 m) wide. A third, wider lane of locks is
presently under construction in the background.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Jeanne Seewald, Esq.

Fostering a dynamic environment
We are all familiar with the concept of “leading by example” and understand that the
culture of organizations start at the top with the actions of its leaders. Whether you are
a leader in your organization or simply working your way up, your statements and actions
may be more powerful than you know and you probably have more control over your
environment than you may appreciate. As a leader, your actions and inactions set the
standard for your organization. You may or may not realize it, but you are being watched
and emulated. Even if you are not the leader of the organization, you influence the work
habits of those with whom you work. For instance, if you are continually stating that you
are so busy that you cannot get all of your work done, it is likely that your assistant, paralegal and others on your team will not get their work done. When they hear you verbalize
the impossibility of achieving success, they accept that impossibility as the norm and may
not strive to complete all of their tasks.
When working with your staff and colleagues, you have the ability to set the tone for your
interactions and to foster an energetic, active and effective environment – a dynamic environment. Do you encourage staff to take on more responsibility as their skills grow? Do
you train your staff so that they understand the level of client service you strive to provide?
Do you set the standard for conduct in your dealings with other attorneys? You have the
ability to foster an environment that empowers team members to assume responsibility,
provide exceptional client service and uphold reputation by honoring ethical standards.
Consider the influence that you have on your surroundings and whether you are using
that influence to foster a dynamic environment for your law practice.

“Whether you are
a leader in your
organization or
simply working
your way up, your
statements and
actions may be
more powerful
than you know ...”

We know that we fostered a dynamic environment at our CCBA meeting in February as
Jeff Ahren from Legal Aid Services of Collier County spoke and updated our members
on the success stories at Legal Aid from the past year. Jeff provided very powerful examples of the need for donations of time and money to Legal Aid. We are fortunate to
have such a caring and dedicated organization in Collier County. Our speaker for our
March 8th meeting will be Sheriff Kevin Rambosk. The Sheriff always provides interesting information about law enforcement efforts in Collier County and his presentations
result in our most well-attended meetings. Mark your calendar to be there and sign up
early as this event usually is a sellout. Also, note that Holidays in March will be held on
March 16th at the Naples Zoo.
The Collier County Bar Foundation Bar-B-Q was held on the evening of Saturday, February
9th at Joe Stewart’s home. The weather was beautiful and everyone enjoyed the outdoor
event. There was food from Fernandez, music from the Dazzling Del Rays (with even
more dazzling shirts this year), fire pits, s’mores and entertainment from our own Judge
Christine Greider, Magistrate David Freeman and CCBA employee, Julianne Gilmore.
Who knew that we had such a talented bar? Thank you to Larry Farese and the Dazzling
Del Rays for putting on such a great show and a huge thank you to Joe and Lou Stewart
for making their home available again for this annual event. The Bar-B-Q could not have
occurred without the hard work and efforts of Lisa Mead, along with Hilda and Julianne,
who worked tirelessly to plan and organize the event.
The new year is speeding by and we are already into March. Please consider joining 100
Lawyers Giving Back 2013 by donating to the Collier County Bar Foundation. The list of
participants will appear in the April issue of The Adverse Witness. CCBA appreciates
all of your contributions and we are working hard to showcase the generosity of our bar
association.
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Fifth Annual Barrister’s Bash set for April 25
Legal Aid’s 5th Annual Barrister’s Bash
Date:
Thursday, April 25, 2013
Time:
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Hilton Naples (5111 Tamiami Trail North, Naples FL 34103)
Ticket price: $125 per person (all proceeds benefit Legal Aid Service of Collier County)
Format:
The event includes dinner, cocktail hour, silent auction, live auction and a
community awards ceremony.

Legal Aid Service of Collier
County is committed to working
alongside the private bar and
membership of CCBA to make
the Collier Lawyers Care pro
bono attorney program the best
of its kind in the State of Florida.
Two immediate goals they want
to achieve are increasing the
number of pro bono volunteer
attorneys in the CLC program,
and expanding public awareness
about CLC and the impact Legal
Aid Service of Collier County
has on the community by offering free civil legal services to
the underserved population of
Collier County. To learn more
about LASCC and Collier Lawyers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A.
Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at
(239) 298-8143; email khache@
legalaid.org.

All members of the Bench, Bar and public are cordially invited to attend this fun event –
which has become the signature annual social event for the local legal community! This
special evening includes great food (a three-course gourmet dinner with complimentary
glass of wine), ample time for socializing and networking, great silent and live auction
items to bid on (Naples City Councilman and former Mayor Bill Barnett will once again
conduct the live auction), and a chance to honor those who have made outstanding
contributions to our local community through Legal Aid.
The following attorneys and law firms will be receiving awards at the 2013 Barrister’s
Bash:
Law Firm of the Year – Cummings & Lockwood, LLC
Attorney of the Year – Yale T. Freeman, Esq.
Leadership Award – Edward L. Larsen, Esq.
Special Recognition Award – Pro Bono Service – Michael R. N. McDonnell, Esq.
Outstanding Volunteer Service Award – Thad D. Kirkpatrick, Esq. (Cohen & Grigsby, PC)
Attorneys of the Month:
Yale Freeman, Esq. (Law Offices of Yale T. Freeman); Sharon Hanlon, Esq. (Zelman &
Hanlon, PA); Celia Deifik, Esq. (Ross, Lanier & Deifik, PA); Patrick Neale, Esq. (Patrick
Neale & Associates); Ellen Chadwell, Esq. (Law Office of Ellen T. Chadwell); Blake
Kirkpatrick, Esq. (Salvatori, Wood & Buckel, PL); John Musca (Musca Law).
Sponsorship Levels *
Title Sponsor - $5,000
Visionary Level - $2,500
Ambassador Level - $2,000
Leadership Level - $1,500
Partner Level - $1,000
Advocate Level - $500
*All sponsorship levels include tickets to the Barrister’s Bash, and other benefits which
vary by level. Contact Jeff Ahren at Legal Aid for full details at (239) 298-8130, or email
jahren@legalaid.org.
Order your tickets to the ‘Bash’ today! Call (239) 298-8143, email khache@legalaid.org,
or order online at www.legalaid.org/collier.
J. Dudley Goodlette, Esq. – Honorary Chairman of the 2013 Barrister’s Bash
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Hilda Taylor.
Phone: 239-252-8711
htaylor@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to
the event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days
prior to an event. If a
member cancels the day
before, or the day of an
event, a refund will not be
issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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MARCH
5

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

7

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

7

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

7

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
Free event – please bring your own lunch

8

CCBA Membership Luncheon
Carrabba’s, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $25

15 Young Lawyers’ Luncheon
Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce
12:00 p.m.
YL Members - $10; Non-members - $15
16 Holidays in March
Naples Zoo, 8:30 a.m.
19 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
20 Family Law Section Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $30
21 CCACDL Luncheon
Aldo’s, 11:45 a.m.

12 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sweet Home Chicago, 12:00 p.m.

27 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.

13 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

29 CCBA Offices Closed

14 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Carrabba’s, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $20; Non-members - $25

APRIL
2

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
Free event – please bring your own lunch

6

Free Legal Clinic
Legal Aid Services of Collier County
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Volunteers needed – contact Lisa Mead

9

Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sweet Home Chicago, 12:00 p.m.

10 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
11 Real Estate Section Luncheon
Carrabba’s, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $20; Non-members - $25
12 Law Week Luncheon
Naples Sailing and Yacht Club
12:00 p.m.
Members - $35; Non-members - $40
16 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
18 CCACDL Luncheon
Aldo’s, 11:45 a.m.
24 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Henry “Hank” Didier Jr., Esq.

Businesses encouraged to file claims against BP
The BP oil spill on April 20, 2010 was nothing short of disastrous. Long-term and permanent damage to the environment remains hotly debated. Economically speaking, the
financial impact still resonates across many industries in Florida and beyond. Now, with
the Deepwater Horizon Settlement Program in place, businesses in counties along the
Gulf Coast are finding the help they need for recovery.
BP could see its legal future with crystal ball clarity in the aftermath of the spill. All it
had to do was look at the Exxon Valdez spill, and how Exxon was mired in lawsuits for
20 years, to know it had to take a proactive approach. For that reason, BP is one of the
biggest proponents of this Settlement Program, which ends in April, 2014. It represents
the best way to satisfy the hundreds of thousands of claims that potentially exist. For
BP, to be able to move beyond the disaster relatively quickly will go far to minimize
shareholder discontent and desertion.
Through the Deepwater Horizon Court-supervised Settlement Program, BP acknowledged that virtually every type of business was either directly or indirectly harmed, making nearly all types eligible for the settlement. The Program, outlined in a 1,000+ page
court document, lays out specific and complex formulas by which companies will be
evaluated and compensated. The total settlement package is currently estimated to be
$7.8 billion, however there is no cap on the amount that may be paid under the settlement to all businesses who qualify.
Businesses were no doubt caught in the trickle-down effect of the aftermath. Tourism
dropped significantly as people feared oil on the beaches as far south as Naples and the
Keys. Locally, job losses and economic uncertainty led to constricted consumer spending, especially on items such as eating out, taking vacations, and purchasing new cars.
Businesses of all types - from construction companies and restaurant owners, to lawyers,
dentists and architects – began to feel the impact. While the revenue loss does not have
to be directly related to the oil spill, claimants must meet causation requirements based
on geographic location and type of business.
As of the end of January, more than 118,000 claims had been submitted, nearly 40,000
of which were in Florida. More than half of all claims involve a business or individual
economic loss. The problem arises, however when you consider that, currently, 65% of
all economic loss claims evaluated to date have been deemed incomplete. Filing can
be complicated and cumbersome without legal counsel, but an evaluation can be done
fairly simply by firms handling these claims.
Financially-speaking, many impact scenarios exist under which claimants may qualify,
including trends referred to as V-shaped, modified V-shaped or decline only revenue
patterns. The V-shaped pattern, for instance, is identified when an analysis of individual
business financial statements identifies a drop in gross revenues in 2010 and some recovery in 2011. If this economic trend is identified, BP has agreed that it is indicative of
an oil spill economic impact beyond normal market factors, and it will compensate those
fairly for their losses between May and December of 2010.
Henry “Hank” Didier, Jr. is Founding Partner of Economic Recovery Group, LLC, a statewide law firm dedicated to helping clients navigate the BP Settlement Program.
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By The Hon. Vince Murphy

Overlitigation
I’ll admit it...I’m a Drudge Report junkie. My excuse is that sometimes Drudge leads to
stories that have application to my job. One such link led me to a Washington Post article
about a dispute between a homeowners’ association and one of its members over a sign
that was four inches larger than the rules allowed. When the dust settled years later,
the homeowners’ association was literally bankrupted by the hundreds of thousands of
dollars spent in litigation.
Particularly in county court, we sometimes encounter overlitigated cases. Controversies
involving a few dollars result in attorney fee bills far in excess of the clients’ real interest
in the case, and the battle continues only because the stakes now include fees. As one
small claims mediator succinctly described it, a matter of principle has morphed into a
matter of principal and interest.
At some point during contentious cases, an attorney owes it to a client to explain the risks
associated with overlitigation. Though there may be a statutory or contractual basis to
assess fees, a court is not obliged to award fees which are disproportionate to the amount
in controversy. I commend to you the cases of Ziontz v. Ocean Trail Unit Owners Ass’n,
Inc., 663 So. 2d 1334 (Fla. 4th DCA 1993) and Southpointe Homeowners Ass’n v. Segarra,
763 So. 2d 1186 (Fla. 4th DCA 2000) as illustrative of that authority.
Reasonable people, guided by able counsel, will understand the risks of throwing tens of
thousands of dollars at a hundred-dollar problem. At some point, a judge may very well
decide that he or she cannot sign a fee judgment because it, “...so obviously offends the
most hardened [judicial] conscience and ... is so obviously contrary to the manifest justice
of the case.” Miller v. First American Bank and Trust, 607 So. 2d 483 (Fla 4th DCA 1992).
Neither the client nor counsel will profit from such an outcome.
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and other professional (1) with one executive office to
rent. Attractive building/offices in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Road, Naples,
FL. Space for an assistant, shared conference room with law library and shared kitchen is
included in rent of $700 per month. Call Rob or Kathy at 239-593-1444.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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The Thomas S. Biggs American Inn of
Court is pleased to announce that it is the
recipient of a Florida Bar Voluntary Bar Association Diversity Leadership Grant. The
Inn will use the grant in support of its April
16, 2013 presentation entitled “Professionalism, Ethics, and Diversity”. The presentation is open to all members of the Bar.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. is
pleased to announce that Litigation Attorney Michael Corso has maintained Florida
Bar Board Certification in Civil Trial Law
for 30 years. Board certification evaluates
attorneys’ special knowledge, skills and
proficiency in various areas of law and professionalism and ethics in practice. Only
4,600 of Florida’s 93,000 lawyers have
earned board certification. In Florida, only
board certified lawyers may use the terms
“specialist,” “expert” or “B.C.S.” for Board
Certified Specialist when referring to
their legal credentials. Henderson Franklin’s Managing Partner Denis Noah stated
“Mike has been a force in the litigation
community for many years. His 30 years
as a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer is a
testament to both his abilities and his status in the profession.”
Attorney John P. Cardillo, partner in
the Naples law firm of Cardillo, Keith &
Bonaquist, P.A., participated in a seminar
last month entitled “Practicing with Professionalism” presented by The Florida
Bar. The one-day seminar, designed for
new lawyers, provides a comprehensive

overview of ethical and professional issues. The presentation took place at the
Hyatt Coconut Point in Estero, Fla., and
this is Mr. Cardillo’s sixth year presenting
at this event.
The Florida Supreme Court mandates
“Practicing with Professionalism” for attorneys within their first year of admission to
The Florida Bar or one year prior to admission to The Florida Bar. Cardillo, Keith &
Bonaquist, P.A. has been located at 3550
East Tamiami Trail in Naples since its inception in 1975 and has opened a second
office at 9351 Corkscrew Road, Suite 801
in Estero.

Everyone loves the Adverse Witness!
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Louis D”Agostino, Esq.

Principles of appellate review update
In the Second District Court of Appeal, approximately 70% of appeals filed were resolved
by a “per curiam affirmance” opinion. With respect to the remaining 25-35% of appeals,
it is estimated that approximately 15-20% of those cases were affirmed with a written
opinion. The effective reversal rate is in the range of 10-15% of all appeals filed with the
Second District. With those statistics in mind, an attorney who just completed a trial must
undertake an appellate case evaluation in order to determine whether a party should file
an appeal. There are three areas of appellate practice that are critical to this evaluation
and they include:
1. Preservation of error;
2. Standards of review;
3. Harmless error.
These three principles of appellate review are critical in any appellate case evaluation
and in making a determination of whether to file an appeal. When determining this issue,
the first step in any case is to review the trial court record as to all of these issues and
determining what appellate issues you can raise.
I. Preservation of error
The first issue in reviewing the record is to determine if trial counsel preserved an error
for appellate review. The fundamental principle of preservation is that in the absence
of a jurisdictional defect or fundamental error, only points that are properly raised and
decided in the trial court may be considered on appeal. City of Orlando v. Birmingham,
539 So.2d 1133 (Fla. 1989). The rationale for this principle is that timely objections raised
in the trial court afford the opposing party an opportunity to correct the error and avoid
its prejudicial effect. Parlier v. Eagle-Picher Industries, Inc., 622 So.2d 479 (Fla. 5th DCA
1993). The failure to raise these issues at trial may preclude appellate review under the
preservation of error doctrine.
In my experience, this is one of the first areas that an appellate court reviews in determining whether the issues raised in an appeal were properly preserved for trial. Preservation
of issue arises at different stages of the litigation. The doctrine of preservation of error
starts with the initial pleading.
Pleadings
Failure to state a cause of action
In order to preserve for appellate review, the sufficiency of the allegations of a complaint, a
motion to dismiss the complaint for failure to state a cause of action, must be filed with the
trial court. Broward County v. Greyhound Rent A Car, 435 So.2d 309 (Fla. 4th DCA 1983).
Affirmative Defenses
The failure to raise affirmative defenses in the trial court bars raising similar or related
issues at the appellate court. See e.g. Lemonik v. Metropolitan Dade County, 672 So.2d
899 (Fla. 3d DCA 1996).
Alternative theories
Appellants again are bound by the pleadings filed and will not be permitted to alter their
theory of their claim at the appellate stage.

continued page 10
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Evidentiary issues

De novo review

Offers of Proof – An appellate court will not reverse a
judgment on the basis of excluded evidence unless an
offer of proof of such evidence is made known to the trial
court or is apparent from the context of the record. Fla.
Stat. § 90.104 (2011). If the judge excludes the evidence,
it is necessary to make a sufficient proffer in the record.
To the extent this proffer is not made, then the appellate
court will not review this issue on appeal as the issue was
not properly preserved. The only exception for lack of
a proffer, is proof of fundamental error.

“The standard of review of a trial court ruling on pure
issues of law is de novo, e.g., an appellate court need
not defer to the trial court on matters of law.” Rittman
v. Allstate Insurance Co., 727 So.2d 391, 393 (Fla. 1st DCA
1999). The trial court’s ruling is presumed correct, but
not given deference. Walter v. Walter, 464 So.2d 538 (Fla.
1985). An issue that is subject to de novo review means
that an appellate court can review questions of law as if
it was deciding that question for the first time on appeal.
In analyzing the trial court record, an initial review must
always focus on the legal issues and whether the trial
court correctly applied the law in the case. As an appellate court is not bound by the trial court’s application
of the law, to the extent an appellant can argue that a
standard of review that applies is “de novo” the chances
of a successful appeal are greatly enhanced.

Objections - Generally, objections to the admission of
evidence must be contemporaneous or the alleged error
will be waived. See e.g. Celentano v. Banker, 728 So.2d
244 (Fla. 4th DCA 1997) (recognizing that the only exception to this rule is proof of fundamental error).
Directed verdicts
On appeal, in order to challenge the sufficiency of the evidence that goes to a jury, a motion for directive verdict must
be made at the close of the plaintiff’s case and renewed at
the close of the evidence. Fla.R.Civ.P. 1.480 (2012).1
In addition to reviewing the record and determining whether
issues were preserved for appeal, an important aspect of
appellate case evaluation is determining the appropriate
standard of appellate review.
Standards of appellate review
Factual issues – An appeal that focuses purely on questions concerning factual issues is not likely to succeed.
Findings of fact are generally subject to review on the
basis of the competent and substantial evidence test.
Clegg v. Chipola Aviation, Inc., 458 So.2d 1186 (Fla. 1st
DCA 1984).
Therefore, after reviewing the trial transcript of the trial,
you determine factual issues are present, it is not advisable to file such an appeal as the standard of review is the
competent and substantial evidence test and an appeal
will most likely not succeed.
Abuse of discretion standard

Harmless error
One other issue one needs to keep in mind in appellate case
evaluation is the harmless error doctrine. Fla. Stat. § 59.041
(2011) applies to all appeals and provides that “no judgment
shall be set aside or reversed, or new trial granted . . . unless
the error complained of has resulted in miscarriage of justice.
This section shall be liberally construed.” In applying the
harmless error doctrine in a civil case, the test to determine
the existence of reversible error is whether there is a reasonable probability that a result more favorable to the party
seeking review would have been reached if the error had not
been committed. Katos v. Cushing, 601 So.2d 612 (Fla. 3d DCA
1992). The argument on appeal is “but for” the trial court’s
error, the result would have been different at trial.
Conclusion
An informed decision to appeal a trial court’s unfavorable
ruling is one that involves an analysis of the record that must
focus on applying these appellate principles of determining
whether the issues were preserved for appellate review.
Moreover, a careful consideration of the applicable standards
of appellate review is required. It is only through that initial
analysis can an attorney properly inform his clients on the
merits of pursuing an appeal. 2

Equitable matter / evidentiary / case management rulings
The standard of appellate review abuse of discretion applies to various matters within the trial court’s discretion.
The Supreme Court of Florida analyzed this standard in
Canakaris v. Canakaris, 382 So.2d 1197, 1202 (Fla. 1980)
stating, “If reasonable men can differ as to the propriety
of the actions taken by the trial court, then the action
is not unreasonable, and there can no finding an abuse
of discretion.” Mere disagreement from an appellate
perspective is insufficient as a matter of law to overturn
a trial court’s ruling on a discretionary manner. Castlewood International Corp. v. LaFleur, 322 So.2d 520, 522
(Fla. 1975).
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There are also special rules of preservation that apply to
closing argument, as well as jury selection. Because of the
size limitations of this article, I will not address these issues.
1

Louis D. D’Agostino, Esq., as a shareholder and partner at
Cheffy Passidomo, P.A., is board certified as an appellate
practice attorney (1997-2012) and practices primarily in commercial litigation and appeals.
2
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CCBA Payment and
Invoice Policies
The website (www.colliercountybar.org) is the primary avenue for registering and paying for events. The
CCBA encourages its members to utilize the site whenever possible.
Non-members must be registered as guests of active
CCBA members or must contact the CCBA offices to
register for events. They will be required to give complete contact information to the CCBA staff before they
are allowed to register.
All CCBA members or event guests (collectively,
“guests”) who have not paid shall be invoiced via email
on the event date (“the original invoice”). Please note
that anyone registering for an event is required to pay
regardless of attendance, unless intent to cancel is received by the CCBA staff at least 48 hours prior to the
scheduled event.
All outstanding invoices are reviewed on the 15th and
30th of each month. If more than two weeks have
elapsed since the original invoice and the invoice has
not been paid in full, another shall be sent via email
(“the reminder invoice”).
If the invoice is not paid within two weeks of the reminder invoice, the Executive Director shall send a letter along with a copy of the outstanding invoice(s) indicating that the guest will not be able to register for future
CCBA events until the past-due balance is paid in full
(“courtesy letter”). This letter shall request a response
within 15 days.
If the courtesy letter garners no response, the Executive Director shall send a list of past-due invoices to the
CCBA treasurer for potential further action.
If an event guest receives three or more courtesy letters
in one calendar year, the CCBA reserves the right to
require the guest to pre-pay for all future CCBA events.

Remember when?
This photo was taken at the investiture ceremony
for The Honorable Janeice Martin on January 30,
2009. From left, Brenda Garretson, Tara Dane,
Kathleen Passidomo and Jean Rawson.
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Calvin: Today at school, I tried to decide whether
to cheat on my test or not. I wondered, is it
better to do the right thing and fail...or is it better
to do the wrong thing and succeed? On the one
hand, undeserved success gives no satisfaction...
but on the other hand, well-deserved failure gives
no satisfaction either. Of course, most everybody
cheats some time or other. People always bend
the rules if they think they can get away with
it. Then again, that doesn’t justify my cheating.
Then I thought, look, cheating on one little test
isn’t such a big deal. It doesn’t hurt anyone. But
then I wondered if I was just rationalizing my
unwillingness to accept the consequence of not
studying. Still, in the real world, people care about
success, not principles. Then again, maybe that’s
why the world is such a mess. What a dilemma!
Hobbes: So what did you decide?
Calvin: Nothing. I ran out of time and I had to
turn in a blank paper.

211116A01
Hobbes:
Anymore, simply acknowledging the issue
is a moral victory.
Calvin: Well, it just seemed wrong to cheat on an
ethics test.

W H AT T O O K Y O U A L I F E T I M E
TO LEARN CAN BE LOST IN MINUTES.

WITH A STROKE, TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST.
Learn the warning signs at
StrokeAssociation.org or 1-888-4-STROKE.

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.
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Our 2013 Sponsors
We are grateful for your generous support.
Collier County
Bar Association

Collier County Bar
Foundation

Gold
Ave Maria
School of Law
Cardillo, Keith &
Bonaquist, PA
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Cohen & Grigsby, PC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Laird A. Lile, PA
Quarles & Brady, LLP
Real Estate Section
of the CCBA
Robins, Kaplan, Miller
& Ciresi, LLP
Westlaw

Gold
Akerman, Senterfitt
Ave Maria
School of Law
Gibraltar Private Bank
Hahn, Loeser & Parks,
LLP
Laird A. Lile, PA
Real Estate Section
of the CCBA
Roetzel & Andress
Weldon & Rothman, PL
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara,
McCoy & Ford, PA
Woodward, Pires &
Lombardo, PA

Silver
Coleman, Hazzard &
Taylor, PA
Edward L. Larsen Esq., PA
Grant Fridkin Pearson, PA
Bronze
Berry, Day & McFee, PA
DeLisi & Ghee, Inc.
Gray Robinson, PA
Family Law Section
of the CCBA
Silverio & Hall, PA
Trial Law Section
of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section
of the CCBA
Zelman & Hanlon, PA

Silver
Grant Fridkin
Pearson, PA
Bronze
Berry, Day & McFee, PA
Coleman, Hazzard &
Taylor, PA
Family Law Section
of the CCBA
Gray Robinson, PA
Northern Trust
Trial Law Section
of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section
of the CCBA

Thank You!
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The CCBA
gratefully acknowledges the
generous sponsors who make
this day possible.
GOLD
Akerman, Senterfitt
Ave Maria School of Law
Gibraltar Private Bank
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Laird A. Lile, PA
Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Roetzel & Andress
Weldon & Rothman, PL
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy & Ford, PA
Woodward, Pires & Lombardo, PA

Mock Trials held February 1-2
There were nine teams in competition this year, making this one of the bigger events in recent history. All of the teams were well prepared and did an exemplary job.
In fact, during the four rounds of competition it was impossible to figure out which two would make the finals. Ultimately, the Community School and
Seacrest Country Day School were the last two teams in competition. Congratulations to everyone who participated.

SILVER
Grant Fridkin Pearson
BRONZE
Berry, Day & McFee, PA
John P. Cardillo
Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, PA
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Gray Robinson, PA
Northern Trust
Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section of the CCBA

This event requires the support of
many people and organizations to
be successful year after year.
Thank you to everyone who
makes this work.
Judy Baker, Mock Trial Coordinator
Wendy Hodgson,
Social Studies Coordinator
Rachel Kerlek, volunteer coordinator and
photographer extraordinaire
Teacher Coaches
Lawyer Coaches
Gulf Coast Paralegals
Court Administration
Court Facilities
Court Security
Bailiff ’s Bureau of the CCSO
All of the volunteer scoring
and presiding judges

Community School presents during the championship round.

Fourth Place Team: Lely High School They also won the
prestigious Ernestine Cousineau Professionalism Award.

Seacrest Country Day School presents during the championship round.

Third Place Team: Palmetto Ridge High School

Second Place Team: The Community School.

Judge Frederick Hardt and Bailiff Assistant Rob
Canady watch over the competition.
And the winner is…...Seacrest Country Day School!
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Please support our advertisers.
They make your newsletter
possible!
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INSURANCE
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PERSONAL INJURY

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

Cheffy Passidomo
A T T O R N EYS A T L A W

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION











MORE CLIENTS.
You don’t need a big budget or a big
marketing firm to get big results.

YOU NEED THE PRINT SHOP.
Create your masterpiece
today at theprintshop.tv
Or give us a call today at any of our locations:
Naples 775.3553 Bonita Springs 566.2606 Marco Island 394.0304
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LITIGATION IMAGE SERVICES

Serving Collier and Lee Counties
Pick Up and Delivery Services

Quality Guaranteed

Trial Exhibits

Closed File Imaging

OCR / EDD Services

PDF / TIFF Images

Hard Copies

Oversize Documents

Sequential Bates Numbering

Blowbacks

Color Copies / Images

CD / DVD / VHS Media Services

Jim Yoder 239.649.5155 steellitigation@ymail.com www.steellitigation.com
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

BANKRUPTCY

Bankruptcy
Bankruptcy Questions?
Questions?

Call 239/732-8722 or e-mail stephany@stephany

Call
239/732-8722
e-mail
Stephany
S. Carr isorBoard
Certified in bot
consumer bankruptcy law by the American Boar
stephany@stephanycarr.com.

since 2000. She is a former Chapter 7 Panel
Middle District of Florida, Fort Myers Division. Sh
Stephany
Carr is Board
practice toS.
bankruptcy
law with over 20 years of e

Certified in both business and consumer
7 and 13Board
- representation
of debtors or
bankruptcy law byChapters
the American
of
Certification since 2000. She is a former
Chapter 11
representation
of creditors
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee
for- the
Middle District
of exclusive
Florida, Fort Myers Division. She has limited her
practice to bankruptcy
lawrelief
with
over
20people
years
ofbankruptcy relief und
We are a debt
agency.
We help
file for
experience.
Chapters 7 and 13 - representation of debtors or
creditors
Chapter 11 - representation of creditors
exclusively
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.
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EDUCATION

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

Immigration Naturalization
and
Deportation Defense
David J. Mourick
Member American Immigration
Lawyers Association
Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law

Over 25 years experience
representing criminal defendants;
and non-citizens in applications for
Permanent Residence, Citizenship,
and Deportation Defense

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A.
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135
Telephone: 239-947-0535

Fax: 239-498-5398

ELDER FAMILY CARE
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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ESTATE VALUATIONS

11/29/2011 1:32:00 PM
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LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW
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MEDIATION
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

